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ON the 2yth of Novembet 1781, the King opened thfi 
fei&on with a fpeech, which the reader will find in the 
Debates of the Houfe of Lords of this fefiion. As footi as the 
Commons were returned to their o\Vn Houfe, the Speaker 
flood up and faid, that he had obtained a copy of the King^s 
fpeech, which he read: after which the honourable Mr. P^- ^ *^^ 
cival rofe to move the addrefs. He began with apologifing **^*^*^* * 
for bis undertaking to move the addrefs, when the taik was 
.equal to the abilities of the olded member. He had^ 
however, the confolation, that, however defe6tive he 
migh be in point of eloquence, whatever he might .utter 
on the fubjedl would be fin^ere, and come from the heart, 
and he had befides the fatisfaflion of believing that ther^ 
could not be a member in the whole Houfe but Would 
teadily join with him in the motion he was about to makei 
The honourable gentleman faid, that in a (ituation fd trul/ 
lilarming as the ptefent^ he felt exceedingly the difiictilty 
of his talk in propofing to the Houfe a fuitable addrefs J 
but he declared, that it was his fincere and )iearty con-^ 
vi6tion thfit no other than the firm refolution of Parlia- 
ment to fupport the Crown, in the gracious intention 
which had been declared from the throne to profecute thif 
Vol. V. B waf 
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war in which we were engaged, could extricate us from our 
perilous and awful fituation. It was indeed true, that the*^ 
events of the prefent campaign had been very unfortunate, 
and that the calamity in America was a circumftance which 
djsmanded the moft ferious regret and confideration ; but 
notwithftanding thefedifafters and this gloom, he yet hoped 
to fee his native country happy, fecure, and glorious; and 
he had the moft fanguine expectations of feeing peace refto- 
red betwe^ this country and America on terms the moft 
friendly and advantageous to both. What his Majefty had 
mentioned in his moft gracious fpeech was very true, that 
the war had been excited by jhe reftlefs ambition of our ene- 
mies, and was maintained by that fpirit ; but if it fhould be 
true, that there had been found men in that Houfe fo loft to 
duty, to honour, and to fhame, to exprefs their warm 
wifhes for the fuccefs of the enemies of this country, to glory 
in their conquefts, and to boaft of the countenance that they 
gave to their rebellion, he believed that there would be little 
hefuatioh in declaring that a great part of our prefent cala- 
mity was to be attributed to this caufe; efpecially when they 
knew, that men of eminence, men diftinguilhed by their 
abilities and connexions, had done this, and incited America 
to refiftance, by the friendfhip which they profefled, and 
by infinuating and proclaiming, that the people were favour- 
able to their caufe. The public were not to defpair. Too 
much, he obferved, had been thrown out that had a dire£l 
tendency thereto, and foreigners in particular were apt to be 
led away with it as the real and genuine feelings of the king- 
dom at large. Mr. Percival expatiated pretty largely on 
the topic, and hoped nothing like alarm to the people would 
b^ given in the courfe of the debate ; the eyes of all Europe, 
at leaft of every power concerned in the prefent war, he faid, 
were fixed on the legiflature of Great-Britain, not only on 
the Parliament but on each individual member, and on the 
general fpirit of firmnefs conclufions of the moft important 
kin^ would very naturally be drawn. It therefore became 
incumbent on the Houfe to avoid every thing that might 
poflibly be.conftrued into an appearance of defpondency. 
Were the calamities of this country fo great as fome had re- 
pretented, ami her refources fo mnch exhaufted as her ene- 
mies were led to think them, no one would feel himfelf more 
uneafy than he ftiould ; but he believed the cafe to be far 
otherwife. He was far from thinking this country undone, 
though in danger. It was true^ that Ihe was plunged in a 
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war, which naturally brought upon her an immenfe load of 
debt. War was infeparable from expence, and the Houfc • . 
would pleafe to recolleft that the prefent one mufi in its na- 
ture be particularly fo, we not only being engaged in war 
with America, but alfo with France, and Spain, and the 
States of Holland. The honourable gentleman admitted 
that things had not turned out fo favourably as thejuftnefs 
of our caufe had deferved, but was of opinion, that nothing 
more was required than unanimity amon^ft ourfelves to de- 
. feat our combined enemies, and reftore Great-Britain to its 
wonted luftre and renown. Under this idea, he exhorted, 
in flrong and forcible terms, the total extinction of party. • 
He intreated the Houfe to drop every little perfonal confi- 
deratron, and join in the profecutioil of the war with that 
unaniniijy which alone could give it efficacy, and which 
would bid fair to terminate it to the honour and intereft of 
Great-Britain. The people of England, he faid, were not 
to be difpirited and funk on account of a difagreeable event 
or two, and he^ thought the Houfe bound to approach 
the throne with expreflions of the ftrongeft gratitude for the 
declaration his Majefty had been pleafed to make, that neither 
his own defire for peace, nor any temporary inconvenience 
of his fubjedls, fhould induce hfm to give up effential rights 
and permanent interefts, on which the propriety aiid feli- 
city of the Britifli empire would ever principally depend. 
He concluded with moving, "that an humble addrefs, &c. 

Mr. Thomas Orde rofe to fecond the motion. He. began ^^^ ordc. 
with apologifing for his intrufion on the Houfe, and lamen- 
ting that fo difficult a tafk fhould be afligned to him. He 
faid, that he had not a doubt, whatever were the little de- 
bates and divifions of the Houfe, that they were all afluated by 
the fame fpirit of true prtriotifm and of difinterefted regard 
for the public good, and that they were all anxious for the 
reftoration of that grandeur, fecurity, and happinefs, in 
which we lived before the prefent difturbances. If this was 
the general defire, he would take' upon him to fay, that it 
could only be gratified and fulfilled by magnanimity and 
unanimity. The cordial efforts of all his Majefty's fubjefts 
would be irrefiftible. They had hitherto aftoniftied the 
world, nay now they raifed its admiration in fliewing them 
that we are able to meet fo many powerful foes without the 
affiftance of a fingle friend. The addrefs which had been 
propofed by his honourable friend, entirely and fully met his 
ideas and approbation. They mufl not be depreffed by dif- 
. * . B 2 after; 
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after; calamity called for fortitude and exertion, and tbc 
dignity of the Britiih fenate now required that they fhould 
ferioufly and firmly refolve on the heft means of fupporting 
the empi|:e againft the machinations and the efforts of our 
enemies. He declared that he approved of the defigns of 
minifters with refpeft to America ; if they were formed to 
re-eftablifh the commercial rights or advantage of Great- 
Britain on terms not unbeneficial to America, and if their 
objedl had been to recover our duminions, to cement anew 
the bond of union, to refcue America from foreign and do- 
ineftic tyranny, and to fix a juflly qualified dependence pit 
the mother country. And it was alfo friendly, paternal to 
America herfelf, to endeavour to reftore her to the fqcure 
happinefsofa connexion with this country, in preference 
to the infidious friendship of that power which had interfered, 
in order to foment the qilarrel, and feparate her from this 
country. The colonies were facrificing their true interefts 
to mad ambition and impolitic revenge. They had impro- 
videntially yielded up to France the poffefEon of fheir har^ 
hours, and he would venture to fay, they now prematurely 
rejoiced in the introdu6li6n and fuccefs of her armies. For 
what was herein the obje6l of France ? Not alone to devife the 
deftrudlion of this country, but to prolong the horrors of civil 
war in that ; not to terminate it even in favour of her new 
allies till they fhould difcover too late that they had borrow- 
ed affiftance of a pernicious ufurer, to whom, having been 
obliged to grant mortgage after mortgage, they fliould find 
themfelves at laft ftripped of the whole eftate which they 
had refufed to hold under the advantageous guatdianfhip of 
thofe who, after having driven the encroacher from their 
borders, gave them the fecurity to make it valuable. Would 
we tamely fuffer America to become the ally of France; per- 
haps, and moft likely, to become thefuhjefl or theflave? As 
to the confequences of the war, he would not deny but that 
they were heavily experienced by the people. But it was 
impoffible for it to be otherwife. All wars were expenfive, 
and particularly the prefent one, when we were engaged 
againft America, and France, and Spain, and Holland. He 
would alfo admit that afFaiis had not fallen out fo well as 
might have been expedled. In which recital of thechiefcircum- 
'ftances of our fituation, he had purpofely chofen to treat the 
fubje£l as rather ferious than pleaftng, becaufe he ftiould 
think he offended againft the fpirit and dignity of the Houfe, 
and againft the candour and impartiality on which he would 
% wi(l\ 
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wifli to eft^blifli the ftrength of his arguments^ iif he feiled 
to prefent the moft unfavourable idea he could conceive of 
our public affairs, and did not feek thereupon to confider 
what eSe& they Aiould have on our public conduA ; and if 
in this view of them> there was no reafon to think them de& 
perate, or to ab?ite our courage and refolution) whatever more 
agreeably might be fairly added, fiiould tend to give us the 
firft encouragiement of hope. He recited the ftory of our 
troubles, not to deprefs or fink the fpirit of his countrymeti, 
buttoroufe and invigorate it; not to bid them defpair of 
their country, but to convince theni that their own magna- 
nimity, their virtue, and their union, were ajone neceflary 
to proted): and upraifeit, 

. The honourable gentleman would not enter into the caufe 
;ind progrefs of the American war, the narrative of which 
had fo often been heard, perhaps impatiently, in that Houfe. 
But thus far he would venture to fay, that he had fufficient 
•juftification from many gentlemen in oppofition to declare, 
that the quarrel Was at firfl a favourite in the nation ; the 
caufe and objects of it approved and encouraged ; and that 
it was not merely theproje^Sk of Adminiftration ; that he did 
not know what ihould induce us to believe, that though the 
views of government might naturally b^ favourable and per- 
haps partial to Great-Britain, they were ever bent onin*» 
juftice or rigour to America. He could no conceive any 
foundation for the charge of unrelenting perfecution, or that 
fuch a fpirit was not to be mitigated till after the moft op- 
jpreffive and ungbnerous triumph over uncot>ditional fubtnif- 
iron. That he was not in the fecrets of government, nor 
meant to pay any unmanly compliments to the meafures of 
adminiftration ; but that he fincerely thought them in regard 
to America lefs inimical in defign and execution th^n ftie 
had been to herfelf ; and if therefore the n^otives of the war 
were not founded in any unworthy fpecies or degree of ava- 
rice or ambition, but arofe only, as he boped> from a defire 
of re-union on term* of mutual advantage, there could not 
furely, whatever gnforefeen and unfortunate circumftances 
had enlarged the fphere and increafed the calamities of it, 
be made a retrofpeft of complaint, though there might be; 
of forrow, for the profecution of it. It was not his purpofe 
to examine the probable caufes of our not having fucceeded 
by perfuafion or force to put an end to this moft unfor- 
' tunate war. He was not a competent judge of the means 
ufied, or the manner of ^ippolying them. More material 
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condderations now required their immediate and earneft at- 
tention for the purpofe of dire6ling their future condud):. 

The people were not, he hoped, to be caft down by a 
tsmporary difirefs ; that he hoped, however deeply we might 
'feel afFe£ted by the misfortune to our country, in the lofs 
which had beiallen its forces in Virginia, we fliould not be 
infenfible of a grateful compaflion to them and to their very 
deferving, though moft unfortunate, commander. He hoped, 
that when he fhould return to his country, we flionld receive 
him with our praifes ; that we fliouId thank him, and with 
-more juftice than the Romans did their unfuccefsful com- 
mander ; becaufe we had to remember the prelude of his 
vidlories, and that the firft ftory of his atchievements was 
not the furrender of the gallant army. 

The honourable gentleman attributed the ill fuccefs of 
our arms in America to the perfidy and ambition of the 
FrcQjch, and defended adminiftration in not having any ally. 
That we had not, hefaid, was not the fault of Government, 
If thofe powers, whofe intereft it was.t;o be with us, or whom 
gratitude ought to have bound to us, had been led to zO: 
otherwife than they ought to have done, who was to be 
charged with any crime on that account ? The miniftry 
could not help it. He faid, that if the fure accomplifhment 
of the great wifh- and defire of them all depended on the 
refult of their debates, he had no doubt that the general voice 
would be for peace. That more perfe6l attainment and 
fecurity of that bleffing had been the objeft of the war, and 
had made them pray for vi(3ory. It muft be the wifh of 
the king, who would find his own joy in the reftoration of 
eafe and happinefs to his^people : it jnuft be the wifli of the 
minifters, becaufe while knowing it to be the defire of their 
mafl:er they would therein find relief from the anxieties 
and perils which now furround them ; the great body of the 
nation muft defire it, becaufe they feel the accumulation 
of thofe cxpences which arife from tlie war, how fenfible 
foever they may be in the neceflity for continuing it. 
This fad neceflity liowever feems ftill to exift, as the malice 
and ambition of our enemies appear yet to be implacable. 
He faid. that he could not believe that though the afliftance 
or eiFe6lual mediation of fome friendly power v^'as delayed, 
it was decifively refufed to us. It was now however necef- 
fary to regard ourfelves as unfupported by foreign alliance; 
- and we were of courfe to make greater exertions of our own 
united refources. All that remained for us to do in fuch a 

fituation. 
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lituation, was to put forth every means in our power to 
fubdue the common enemy, and look to the internal defence 
of the kingdom ; and this he believed had been done. The 
militia of this country, he faid, were compofed of fuch a 
body of men and commanded by fuch officers, as made our 
dependence upon them altogether prudent and fecure, while 
it left government at liberty to employ her troops on a more 
diftant fervice. The honourable gentleman again flrongly 
prefled the Houfe to become unanimous in their refolutions ; 
and was of opinion that nothing could tend to reftore the 
greatnefs of this country but a fuccefsful profecution of the 
war, virhich might lead to fuch a peace as would accord with 
the honour and dignity of Great-Britain. He was therefore 
for offering his M^jefty every afliftance in their power : 
and that fince they muft appear in lamentation for the trou- 
bles and diftr^fses of their country, they fhould recoUedl 
and take example by that mourning which they read of 
in the hiftory of thefe kingdoms, and appear before their 
fovereign in fuits of armour. As he had faid before, the 
pifture of the country was^ more ferious than pleafing, but 
it was by no means defperate : it was a moment for enter- 
prize, and not for defpondency. We muft agree to profe- 
cute efFe6lual and vjgorous meafures, and do it without any 
little divifion about the n>a(inei: of our exertions. The 
addrefs moved for did not point out any particular place as 
the- theatre of war ; it did not bind the Houfe to the pro- 
fecution of it in any particular fliape ; they therefore would 
not now heiitate in carrying up to the throne their unani- 
mous offer of fupport, from any difference of opinion with 
refpe£^ to the particular meafures to be obfef ved in profe- 
cuting the future operations of government. It would be 
time to difagree about fpecific meafures when fpecific mea^ 
fures came to be propofed. In one thing, as he had faid, 
they muft be all agreed, and it became them to be ferioufly 
fo, in the defire of fnatching the empire from the midft of 
her enemies, and refioring her by our vigour to the eminence 
which fhe was accuftomed to hold among nations. The ad- 
drefs moved for, was calculated to promote this end, and 
therefore he was happy to fecond the honourable mover. 

Mr. Fox, in a fpeech of confiderable length, entered with M^. Fox, 
his ufual ability and fuccefs into the merits of the important 
queftion, of continuing or abandoning the American war. 
He faid, that he rofe to move the amendment to the addrefs 
for the fame re^fon that the honourable gentlemen had rifen 

to 



8 PARLIAMENTARY A. ijiu 

to prapole and fecond it^ The talk had been affigned to 
them becaufe they were young men, and young members ot 
that Houfe. There was a favour about youth which recom- 
mended its aftions ; but there was more than the favour 
of youth requifite to give grace to the motion for an addrefjl 
' to the throne on the prefent occafion ; it required the benefit 
of inexperience, the recommendation of ignorance ; for 
what man, who had obferved the conduA of minifiersforthe 
laft two Parliaments, who had been members of that Houfe, 
and had had opportunity of knowing the meafures of go- 
vernment, could have been brought by any means to dif^ 
grace himfelf by the motion } The moft fervile or the moft 
profligate adherent of miniftry, however he might have 
gained a feat in that Houfe, or however fubmiffive he might 
have been redered by penfion or place, (and that there were 
fuch members was but too true ) could have been brought to 
move for this addrefs, if he had been for any time a mem-^ 
her ? It was therefore with prudence affigned to the prefent 
gentlemen, becaufe they were fortunately unacquainted with 
what had been feen and executed in that Houfe. He was 
ready to do juftice to the difcernment of minifters in this 
refpe£t : but for the fame reafon that they had moved and 
ieconded the addrefs, he now rofe to propofe the amend- 
ment. Though he w^s a young man, he could not be called 
a young member of the Houfe. He had been prefent and 
feen the whole fyftem of his Majefty*s qiinifters; had heard 
-*'^' their progreffive madnefs, impolicy, or treachery ; and he 

was now confounded at their prefuming to look the Com- 
mons* Houfe of Parliament in the face, much more to iit 
and hear fuch an adddrefs to the throne moved for at fuch a 
time. That they fliould dare to bring down fuch a fpeech 
after what they had done, was to him a fubjeft of aftoniih- 
meut, nay a fubje<51 of horror. It fliewed that they were 
diveiled of all modefty as well as principle, and that they 
had the dreadful rcfolution of going on to the laft a£^ of the 
tragedy, and completing the ruin which they had fo fuc- 
cefsfully begun. 

There never was any moment when it was fo neceflary 
for him to take notice that the fpeech from the throne was 
not to be confidered as the fpeech of the King, but of his 
Minifters. The prefent was the moft extraordinary that he 
had ever known. — He muft paufe a while on the audacity of 
Minifters, (for he could give it no gentler term) in putting 
fuch language into the mouth of the fpvereign. If men were 

unacquainted 
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unacquainted with the nature of our conftitution, and knew 
that the fpeech was contrived hy a cabinet-council, what 
'would they pronounce the prefent fpeech from the throne to 
be? — what! but that it was the fpeech of fome arbitrary, 
defpotic, hard-hearted, and unfeeling nronarch, who, having 
involved the flaves, his fubjedks^ in a ruinous and unnatural 
war, to glut his enmity or to fatiate his revenge, was deter- 
mined to perfevere in fpite of calamity, and even of fate.-f— 
That it was the fpeech of a monarch incapable of feeling his 
own misfortunes, or of fympathizing with the forrows of his 
people, when the high prerogative of his defpotic will was 
difputed; for defpotic monarchs were the moft tenacious of 
their rights, as they called them, and allowed nothing to 
feelings or to the comforts of their fellow creatures. The 
ipeech fpoke put a bold and fanguine language, and he was glad 
of it. It was better that the people fliould know what they 
were to expe6l, and what to fuffer, thail that an infidious air of 
lenient intentions fhould cover and conceal the famedreiidful 
plan. But he called upon every honeft man in the Houfe to fay 
if it was not his firm dependence and truft to have heard a 
very different fpeech on that day. He would refer it to the 
candid feelings of every man in the Houfe. He had not been 
many days in town, but he had been long enough to hear and 
colleck the opinions of men, and he declared that it was the 
general fentiment, that we fliould have heard his Majefty on 
that day, declare from his throne, " that he had been de- 
ceived and impofed upon by mifinformation and mifrcpre- 
fentation; that, in confequence of his delufion, the Por- 
liament had been deluded, but that now the deception was 
at an end. He faw that he had been in an error, and that he 
and his people had fufFcred enough from the confequences of 
it. That therefore, he requefted of his Parliament to de- 
vife the moft fpeedy and diredt means of putting an end to 
the calamities, ^nd reftoring peace, fecurity, and happinefs 
to his dorhinions" He faid, that this was the generaf opi- 
nion; but inftcad of this, they had heard a fpeech, breathing 
vengeance, blood, mifery, and rancour. It fpoke exaftly 
this language; " Much has been Ibtt, much blood, much 
treafure, has been fquandered; the burthens of my people are 
almoft intolerable; but my pafEons are yec ungratified, my 
objeft of fubjugation and of revenge is yet unfulfilled, and 
therefore I am determined to perfevere." This was the lan- 
guage; and for this language the Minifier was anfwerable. 
The men who had brought us to our prefent fituation, and 
Vol. V. . C ^educedt 
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reduced us from the fplendor, and the firength, and the hap* 
pinefs which we enjoyed, to the difgrace, the weaknefs, and- 
the danger into which we flood at prefent, yet dared to come 
* forward, and tell the reprefentatives of the people oPEng- 
land, that they were not yet fatisfied; that they had not yet 
done enough; that they determined to perfevere in the Ame- 
rican war, and to fpend more of the treafure, and lavifh 
more of the blood of thefe very people, although there was 
a general clamour againft it, and out of that Houfe the 
loudeft difapprobation was expreiled, and the mdft diredl 
condemnation of the fyftem. 

There was one thing which he mufl take notice of: the 
honourable gentleman who had made the motion had been 
unadvifed. He had laviflied part of that oratory in an at- 
tack which was all neceflary to defence. He advifed him to 
hufband his abilities, and referve them all for the defence of 
the miniftry below him, rather than wa/le them in attacking 
the oppofition. He had charged them with exprefEng joy at 
the triumphs of America. It would have been becoming in 
him to have had one quality of youth, candour, on th* 
occafion, and to have ftated fairly what he chofe to repre- 
fent. It was true he had faid in a former feffion, that it was 
liis Cncere opinion that if the miniftry had fucceeded in their 
firft fcheme on the liberties of America, the liberties of this 
country would liave been at an end; and thinking this (as 
he did) in the fincerity of an honeft heart, he was pleafed 
with the refiftance which they had met to their attempt- If 
the honourable gentleraaii had thought the fame thing, if he 
had joined him in the opinion that miniftry, if they had fuc- 
ceeded in their firft attack upon America, would afterwards 
have fucceeded in an attack upon Britain; he no doubt would 
ha^ewiflied fuccefs to American refiftance, atleaft if he had 
been an honeft man, he would. This was his opinion, it 
!bad always been fo; he might be wrong, but he from his 
' heart believed it; and he called upon the honourable gentlc- 
mari, when he next mentioned the aflertion, to take notice 
alfo, as in candour he ought, of the opinion that accomr 
panied it. The great and glorious ftatefman, whofe memory 
every gentleman would revere (the Earl of Chatham) en- 
tertained this opinion in the very commencement of the 
difpute; and feeling for the liberties of his native country, 
thanked God that America had refifted the claims of this 
country. But ** all the calamities were to be afcribed to 
the wifiies, and the joy, and the fpeeches of oppofition." 

Oh 
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Oh miferable and unfortunate miniftry ! Oh blind and in- 
capable men ! whofe meafures are framed with fo little fore- 
fight, and executed with fo little firmnefs, that they not 
only crumble to pieces, but bring on the ruin of their 
Country, merely becaufe one rafli, weak, or wicked man in 
the Houfe of Commons makes a fpeech againft them! Oh^ 
what miferable ftatefmen muft thefe be, who frame their 
meafures in fo weak and wretched a manner as to make no 
provifion for the contingencies of fortune, nor for the ra£fi 
paffions; and fay, if it pleafes the Houfe, the wicked paffioni 
of men ! Could they cxpecSl that there would be no ra{h, no 
weak, no wicked men in this kingdom; or were they fo 
rafli, fo weak,' and fo wicked, as to contrive meafures of fuch 
a texture that the intervention of any unforefeen circum- . 
ftarlce broke them to pieces, and with their failure deftroyed 
the empire of which they had the government! It was 
laid againft adminiftration, that they had no refponfibility. 
People defired to know who was the minifter, and who was 
anfwerable for the iniquitous meafures of government? The / 
miniftry felt the difficulty of the queftjon, and hefitated a long 
time in the anfwer; but at laft, having found out an expe^ 
dient, they exclaimed in triumph, ** Oh, yes, refponfibility ! 
to be fure there muft be refponfibility ! there are perfons ac- 
countable to the people for the meafures of government!* 
Who are they? *< The perfons," reply the miniftry, " are re- 
fponfible, who have always oppofecl our meafures." This was 
the ftrange and the ridiculous manner in which.they argued, 
and in which they endeavoured to fhufHe themfelves out of 
refponfibility which they knew to be fo dangerous. If they 
had fucceeded, they would have taken all the credit and all 
the praife to themfelves; but becaufe they have failed, they 
throw the blame upon thofe men who endeavoured to prevent 
the calamities by ftoppi"g the caufe,; they threw it upon 
the men who faw them in their career to a dreadful preci- 
pice, determined to throw themfelves from the immeafurable 
height, careiefs of the death that muft enfue from dafhing on 
the rocks and plunging into the fea below, and who endea- 
voured in vain to ftop them in thjs mad intent. They feized 
us upon the brink, fay miniftry, and by their efforts to ftop 
us, prevented us from taking the glorious leap whicb we had 
intended: if they had fuffered us to dafh into the abyfs 
without moleftation, then we fliould have been happy.— 
When this fort of language was held, he had always treated 
it with filent ridicule; and if he had now given it any 
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ferious reception, he begged the Houfe to pardon him; it 
was unintentionally if he had, for it merited nothing but 
ridicule and contempt. 

The honourable gentleman who had feconded the mo- 
tion faid, that *' the Houfe had impatiently heard nar- 
ratives of the American war, and of the meafures that 
had led to it, and he trufted that there would be no 
more retrofpeftive cenfure in the prefent moment." lai- 
patiently! Had tJie Houfe heard them impatiently! Mi- 
nifters muftbear to hear them again, and on that day they 
muft hear them; that was the day when the reprefentatives 
of the people muft re-call to the ears of his Majefty's 
n^inifters the difgraceful and ruinous meafures that Imd 
brought us to this ftate. They muft hear of them not only 
here, but he trufted, that by the aroufed indignation and 
vengeance of an injured and undone people, they muft hear 
of them at the tribunal of juftice, and expiate them on the 
public fcafFold. He faw an honourable gentleman fmile at 
the word fcafFold, [the Lord Advocate of Scotland]. What 
did not the learned gentleman think that it was yet time for 
^ puniihment? Had they not in his imagination doneenougb^ 
or had they more calamities to ]nfii£l> mote negligence to 
exemplify, or rather more treachery to complete? What 
was the learned gentleman*s opinion? When did he think 
the fit moment would arrive, when fufFering would be 
fupinenefs, and retribution bejuft! It was his opinion that 
the day was now approaching, it was at hand, when the 
public would no longer fubmit nor the miniftry efcape. 
j[ heir condudl was unprecedented in any age or in any hif- 
tory; it beggared the records of nations: for in all the 
annals of kingdoms ruined by weaknefs, or ruined by trea- 
chery, there was not an inftance fo glaring as the prefent, 
of a country ruined by a fet of men, without the confidence, 
Xhe love, or the opinion of the people, and who yet remained 
ikrure amrdft the ftorms of ^jublic difafter. The honour- 
able gentleman, who had feconded the motion, had called 
for unanimity. He demanded to know if they meant to 
infult that fide of the Houfe when they afked for unanimity, 
and defigned to continue the American war? They had 
oppofed it from its commencement; they had oppofed it iu 
all its progrefs; they had warned, fupplicated, and threa- 
tened; they had predifted every event, and in no one 
inftance had they failed in prediding the fatal confequences 
that had enfued from their obftinacy or from their treafon. 

If 
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If in a moment like the prefent, a moment of impending 
ruin, men who loved their country coul^^have any comfort, 
he confeffed he muft feel it as a comfort and confolation, 
that when the hiftory of this dreadful period fhould come to 
be written by a candid and impartial man, he rauft pro- 
claim to pofterity, that the friends with whom he had the 
honour to aft were not to be charged with the calamities 
or fyftem. In jullice to them he muft declare, that thej 
did all that men could do to avert the evils, to dire£l them 
to a more fafe and honourable track, but they failed in their 
anxious endeavours to fave their country. Thus much at 
leaft the hillorian would fay, and they would be exempted 
ftom fliaring the condemnation, though they muft fuffer the 
calamity in common with the reft of iheir unhappy fellow- 
fubjedls. ' 

The honourable gentleman had told us, that we muft not 
defpond; and at the fame time he bad given us a pifliure of 
our fttuation, which he confeffed to be more ferious than 
pleafing. He talked hope to the ear, but he had fpoken 
defpondency to the heart. This was his ferious pifture^ 
and a moft ferious one it was. You are now fuffering 
thefe things from meafures the moft wife, the moft prudent, 
the moft neceffary, executed with firmnefs and with fore- 
fight, 2ind in a cafe the moft juft and upright. Was it fo? 
then how much farther diftant froift defpondency was the 
piflure which he would give than this ferious, but not de- 
fponding, pidure of the honourable gentleman. T cannot, fays 
the honourable gentleman, exprels my fentimentsof thefitu- 
ation of this country better than by applying to it the ad- 
drefs of the celebrated orator, Demofthenes, to the Athenians. 
*' I fliould (fays he) deje£k and defpair, I fhould confider 
your fituation as defolate and irreparable, if I did not re- 
flect that you have been brought to this ftate by weak 
and improvident meafures, and by weak and treacherous 
men. If your affairs had been managed wifely, if your 
operations had been firm and fteady, and after all you had 
been reduced to this fituation, (hould have indeed defpaired 
of deliverance; but as you have been reduced by weak and 
by bad men, I truft you may be recovered by wife and by up- 
right governors. Change your fyftem and you may yet flou- 
rifti ; perfevere, and you muft be ruined."' This was ex- 
adlly his opinion of the prefent fituation of this country : 
If their caufe had been juft and virtuous, if their meafures 
had been wife and vigorous, if their mipifters had been 
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capable and jealous, and after all we had been brought to 
oar prefent fituation, he (hould have defpaired of delive- 
rance; but as it was there were yet hopes, by fubftituting 
a juft and a virtuous fyftem in lieu of the prefent oppreffive 
and difgraceful one, by fubftituting wife and vigorous mea- 
fares in room of the prefent ridiculous and impotent fchemes, 
by fubftituting a£livity and zeal in the place of indolence 
and treachery, and by changing in ftiort the whole plan and 
conduft of government. It was not his motive for this advice 
that he wiflied to fucceed to thofe places of trufl ; he fin- 
cerely wiflied their prefent poffeflbrs good of them; they 
had rendered the offices of truft and power moft unenviable 
to men who loved their honour, and whofe only objeft in 
accepting them would be to promote the fplendour, the 
fecurity, and the happinefs of this country. Let them, in 
the name of Hejvven, enjoy the emoluments for which they 
have laviftied fo much; and if our ruin muft be accom- 
pliflied, let it be compleated by the fame baneful hands. 

The honourable gentleman exhibited two pictures of this 
country; the one reprefenting her at the end of the laft 
glorious war, the other at the prefent moment. At the end 
of the fail war this country was raifcd to a moft dazzling 
heighth of fplendour and refped. The French marine 
was in a manner annihilated, the Spanifli rendered con- 
temptible; the French were driven from America; new 
fources of commerce were opened, the old enlarged ; our 
influence extended to a predominance in Europe, our em- 
pire of the ocean eftabliflied and acknowledged, and our 
trade filling the ports and harbours of the wondering dnd 
admiring world. Now mark the degradation and the change. 
We have now loft thirteen provinces of America, we have 
loft feveral of our Iflands, and the reft are in danger; 
we have loft the empire of the fea ; we have loft our 
refpeft abroad and our unanimity at home ; the na- 
tions have forfaken us, they fee us diftrafted and ob- 
ftinate,. and they leave us to our fate. Country! " This 
was your hufband ; this is your huft)and.'* This was your 
fituation, when you were governed by whig minifters arid 
by whig meafWres, when you were warmed and inftigated 
by a juft and a laudable caufe, when you were united and 
impelled by the confidence which you had in your minifters, 
and when they again were ftrengthened and emboldened 
by your ardour and enthufiafm. This is your fituation, 
when you are under the condudl of tory minifters 
and a tory fyftem, when you are difunited, diflieartened, 

and 
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jand haye ixeither confidence in your xpinifters nor union 
among yourfelves. When your caufe is unjuft and your- 
4:ondu£lors are either impotent qr treacherous. He faid, that 
he fliould not go into a minute detail of the tranfaftions of 
minifters in this accurfed war, but only trace them through 
the leading feature^, which would fhew the plan and fyftem 
that they purfued. They commenced war againft Ame- 
,rica after that country had ofFered the faireft pro po fit ions, 
and ext/ended her arms to receive us into the clofeft and 
heareft connedlion. They did this contrary to" their own 
fentiments of what was right, but they were over- ruled by 
that high and fecret authority which they durft not difobey, 
;ind from which they derive their fituations ; they were or- 
jdered to go on with the American war or quit their places. 
They preferred emolument to duty, and kept their oftenfible 
power at the expence of their country. To delude the Par- 
liament and the people, they then defcribed the conteft to be 
a mere fquabblc. It was not America with whom we had 
to contend ; it was with Hancock and his crew : A handful 
of men would march triumphant from one end of the conti- 
nent to the other. This was the language founded in that 
Houfe, and for this language a learned member of it was 
exhalted to the dignity of a peer, and-ettrotled among the 
hereditary council of the realm, [he meant Lord Loughbo- 
rough]. He '^was thus rewarded for no other merit that, he 
could ever difcover but that of vehemently abufing our fel- 
low fubjefls in America, and calli.ng their oppofition the war 
of Hancock and his crew. 

Having by mifreprcfentation deluded the Parliament into 
the conteft, they endeavour to continue the delufion by 
promifmg the country gentlemen a revenue from America. 
This, like all the reft of their fiflions, was what they did not 
themfelves believe, but it was neceffary to the occafion. 
They faw the French raifing an armament in their ports ; 
great preparations were evidently making, which demanded 
the notice and the inquiry of the Britifli Miniftry long be- 
fore they openly profefled this refolutiou to fupport the in- 
dependence of America. What did our miniftry do ? they 
fufFered thefe armaments to go on, they came down day after 
day, and profeffed that France was friendly in her difpo- 
tions; nay, after they knew that the propofitions were hoftile , 
againft Britain; that they were intended to refift us in our 
attempts upon America ; when it was no longer in the power ^ 
of miniftry to conceal the irkfome truths and when they 

were 
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were galled with what was told them of it in that Houfe, 
they adjourned it for a confiderable time, jufl: previous to 
the conclufion of the treaty between France and America. 
"Why did they do all this ? becaufc if they had not they muft 
have been forced to go to war with France at a much earlier 
period than they. did, which they could not have done with- 
out giving up the American war; the objeft of their ambi- 
tion, becaufe the parent of their fortune, and the tenor 
on which they held their power. They had wilfully 
and pofilively plunged tiiis country into a war with France, 
with Spain, and with Holland, by a treacherous acquief-, 
cencQ with the deCgns of France for the mere love and at- 
tachment "that they had to the American war. If thev had 
crufhed the preparations of France in their infancy ; i( they 
had called her to a peremptory account before their naval 
equipments were matured ; would any man breathing fay, or 
fufpeft that the French would have dared to a6l as they did, 
or prefume to go to war with the whole ftrength of this 
country, undivided, unweakned, by the profecution of a mad 
war againft her Colonies? Surely not. But they purfued 
' another policy. He would not fay that he believed they 
"were paid by France ; it was not pofEble for him to prove 
the fa6l ; but he would venture to fay, that they deferved to 
be paid by the grand monarque, for they had ferved him 
more faithfully, and more fuccesfully than ever minifters 
ferved a mafter. If the French king heaped treafu res upon 
their heads ; if he exhai^fled his Exchequer to enrich th^m ; 
^ if he even drained his refources for their fake, he purchafed 
the aggrandizement of his. kingdom at an eafy rate; for they 
, had done more for its permanent advantage, more towards 
the accompliftiment of the grand ohje6^ of French ambition, 
that of univerfal monarchy, than all the preceeding admini- 
ftratlons that ever France had employed, nay more than all 
the little atchievements of Louis le Grand. He, in his aim 
to acquire univerfal nionarchy, grafped only at the conqueft 
or the purchafe of a few barrier towns, and by perfuing this 
impolitic means, had exafperated and roufed Europe againft. 
him. But the prefent fyftem of France had been more deep* 
ly and more fagacioufly laid. If there fhould be a delibera- , 
tion between the king of France and' his fubjefts on the beft 
means of extending and eftablifliing the projefied univerfal 
monarchy; what would he the tenor of their converfation ? 
We muft, the king would fay, weaken and deftroy our grand 
and moft formidable rival, Great-Britain. Tobefure, teply 
the fubje<5ts ; but this cannot be done withour dimini(hing 
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and exhauftiog ourfelves. Yes, fays the king; we fhall not 
flrike a blow ; we will make them cat and mangle one ano- 
ther; we will employ our minifters; thofe minifters wha 
are paid by Great-Britain for <loing our bufinefs, to go to 
war with their mafter's fubjedls and deftroy themfelves. This 
accordingly is done. The prime minift^r of France, whom, 
fays the honourable gentleman, I now fee fitting over againit 
^c> go^s ^Q war with America for the maintenance of rights^ 
of trifles that wore never difputed, and remains deaf and 
blind to the calamities and the intreaties of the people. Oh ! 
but, iay the fubje£ls of France, Britain will triumph if we da 
not interfere. Then, fays the monarch, we (hall interfere ; 
after ({eluding thefe men with empty unmeaning profeffions, 
which no creatures but themfelves would believe; we will 
come in at the critical moment to give the finifhing flroke 
to American independence. All this will be great, will be 
mafterly ; the fubje£ls would reply : Britain will be weak- 
ened; but by this we Ihall only have an equal (hare in the 
circulating commerce of America : Nay, we fhall do more, 
fays the king, we fhall conciliate the affe£lions of America; 
we will conc;lude a treaty with America, and by being in* 
ftrumental to her independence, incline her by obligations to 
a preference in favour of France." All this may be fuppofed 
to have occurred between the king of France and his fubjefts ; 
and ftill farther it might have been faid> that in order to 
complete the defign of eflablifhing an univerfal monarchy, 
they mufl deflroy the other rival powers of Europe; the 
naval powers were the mofl to be dreaded, and, after Britain, 
of thefe naval powers the Dutch were the firft to be over- 
thrown. How could they do that without weakening them- 
felves ? Why, replies the king of France, how but by in- 
ftigating our faithful fervants, the miniflersof Great-Britain, 
to go to war with their nearefl, dearefl, and befl friends the 
Dutch. True, their interefls are infeparable ; they are like 
the right hand and the left of one immenfe and terrible body ; 
by a brotherly combination of flrength and adion they arc 
irrefiflible, and the Houfe of Bourbon mufl fall before them ; 
but divide them, nay, not only feparate, but fet them to 
tear one another, ana they will crumble before us. To do 
this would be impracticable with any other fet of men ; but 
nothing is impoflible for thofe minifters in the fcale of ab- 
furdity or madnefs to attempt. This would no doubt be 
falcl, and what muft be the afloniihment, what the feelings^ 
what the tranfport of Frenchmen, when they perceived Bri- 
VoL. V. D tain 
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tain go to war with the Dutch without a caufe, for he de- 
clared he never yet could difcover a caufe for which we went 
to war with that power, forgetting all the interefts, all the 
policy, and all the connedtion by which we had ever been, 
and ought always to be guided with refpeft to her. What 
niuft have been the exultation of Frenchmen, when they faw 
the fleets of Admiral Parker and Admiral Zoutman ; fleets 
that ought never to have met in any fea but on terms of 
friendfhip, meet to tear one another to pieces: in fhort, it 
was impoflible for any fet of men, however well inclined 
they might be to favour the intereflsof France, to ferveher 
more effeflually than his Majefty's minifters had done; and 
yet we were conftantly hearing the miniftry exclaim againft 
the perfidy of France : they made his Majefty, from the 
throne, fpeak in the fame ftile of the reftlefs ambition, and 
the perfidy of France. He exceedingly wiflied, that as we 
could not give them hard blows, we would be decent enough 
not to give them hard words : but it \«as the fafhion of his 
Majefty's minifters ; they loved to talk in bitter terms. But 
why was the perfidy of France fo bitterly inveighed againft ? 
Was that any thing new? Was the treachery of France of 
a late date, or her enmity to this country, or her deflre 
to weaken us, or her reftlefs ambition ? They were all 
cftabliftied as ;ixioms in politics ; and none but the prefeiit 
ftatefmen would have fuffered themfelves to be deluded by 
profeflions to the contrary, however fpecioufly they niight 
be made, efpccially when there was inconteftible evidence 
againft them, in the preparations which they were making 
in all their ports. 

The honourable gentleman who had feconded the motion, 
bad ftrongly called for unanimity, and afterwards recommended 
the profecution of the American war. Were the Miniftry con- 
fident enough toexpeftthat there could be unanimity on that 
fabjeS ? Had they not, from the outfet, declared their firm 
unequivocal abhorrence of it ? Had they not declared and pre- 
di6led what had come to pafs ? Had they not by every argu- 
. ment and means which refpedtful zeal could fuggeft, called upon, 
urged, an^d inlligated them to put an end to a war which could 
only be produ6live of ruin anddifgrace. Every period of it had 
been marked with difafter, and the laft misfortune was fuch, 
as took away the final hope, even of the moft violent abettors of 
the war. The honourable gentleman had faid, that we could 
not blame the unfortunate and gallant Lord who commanded the 
ftravearmy in Virginia ; that we muft receive him with praifes ; 
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for viiSories had been the preludes to thefurrender of his army. 
He would join that gentleman in befto wing the warmeft.praifes 
on that noble Earl ; for not to him did he impute the difafter, 
bjit to the Miniftry, by whofe favage obftinacy he was ordered 
"to perfevere in an expedition .againft the evidence both of fadl 
and reafon. But had not all the tranfa<3ions of this war been 
of the fame fort? Had not all the generals been brave, and all 
unfortunate ? The conqueft of Ticonderago had concluded in 
the furrender of Saratoga. The viflory of Brandywine had 
ended in the recall of Sir William Howe ; and the battle of 
Camden in the capitulation at York. It had been with Earl 
Cornwallis as it'was with General Burgoyne: 
' ** The paths of glory led but to the grave." 
It had always happisne^ fo,and it muft always happen fo in the . 
profecution of this difartrous war. Gen. Burgoyne had been 
brav^; Gen. Burgoyne had failed; and Gen. Burgoyne had been 
reviled, perfecuted, and profcribed ; fo had Gen. Sir William 
Howe; fo, perharps, in his turn, would the brave and unfor- 
tunate Earl Cornwallis. Though he did not know where fhefe 
candid men intended to fix the blame ; whether upon Lord 
Cornwallis^ or on Sir HenryClinton, or on both; or on Admi- 
ral Graves, or on all. But it would foon be difcovered ; their 
dirty literary engines would be fet to work,and calumny would 
come forth in all the infidious garbs that inventive malicecould 
fuggeft. They ieould place the blame any where, but in the 
right place; in their own weaknefs, obftinacy, inhumanity or 
treafon. To fome one of thefe caufes the bjame was to be 
attributed, and not to any failure in the execution of theirplans. 
Two years fince, a right honourable friend of hishad moved the 
Houfe, that our troops fliould be withdrawn from America, 
under a firm perfuafion, that the French troops joined to the 
Americans, would be irrefiftible; and that left to themfelves, 
their jealoufy of one another, and their paffions might be^ fa- 
vourable to Great-Britain. The motion was rejeQed, becaule, 
oh! it was not poflible that the Americans could fuffer a French 
army to enter into their provinces ! So little did his Majefty's 
Minifters know of the intentions, or of the difpofitiort of the 
people with whom they were at war. The event now confirmed 
the idea of his right hon. friend, whofe military knowledge of 
the Colonies would not be difputed. Now then, put a period 
to the conteft. The French and the Americans are joined ; — 
The French and the Americans have taken an army. There 
"W^as no part of the unfortunate difafter at York-town fo por- 
tendous as that circumftance, or that* gave him fo much 
concern. It led to more fatal confequences than the lofs of 
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feven thoufand men. The circumftance of this conqueft being 
accompiiflied by the combined army of France and Americans, 
would fuperinduce a claim of acknowlccfgment, and of grati- 
tude, that would tie the two people together in an alliance of 
friendfliip, and give rile to commercial conneftipns, which 
would (hut out ihe onlyprofpeft that remained for this country 
of re - eftablifliing a friendly in<ercourie wiih America, and 
having the benefit of her trade. Some of the perfons belong- 
ing to his Majefty*s Council were not fo fanguine as others. 
■ Some, for whom he entertained refpeS, as private g-entlemcn, 
were not fo fanguine as to believe, that if the peo4)Ie of Ame- 
rica were' really determined againft us, we could ever reduce 
them to obedience. One of thefe, for whom he' had great 
refpe6t, a right honourable gentleman on the floor (Mr. 
Righy) faid, upon the capture of Charles- town, that if that 
event did not produce fortunate conclufions in our favour, 
he (hould defppir of fuccefs, and be ready to acknowledge, 
that it was an improper and mad thing to continue the conteft. 
Now then, he called upon the right honourable gentleman 
to ftand up, and in the face of the world act up to his pro- 
mifes, for it now was proved, that the capture of Charles- 
town had concluded in the furrender of an army. Had any 
other confequence rilen from it ? No ; none. The right 
honourable gentleman, who profefTed to be open, and aif> 
dained the infidious dealing of faying one thing one day, 'and 
another the next, juft as it might tuit the occafion, would 
rife,, therefore, he trufted, and call upon his Majefty's Mi- 
nifters to put an end to this war. 

There was one circuqiftance in the condu£l and language 
both of the Minifters and of men of all parties, which he could 
not help taking notice of; it was, that amidft all their forrow 
for the lofs of Earl Cornwallis and his. brave army, there 
was one thing which gave tliem great coiiiolation, and for 
which they were gratefulrit was,thnt our fleet had not ventured 
to fight the enemy. Hear it, Mr. Speakfr, fays the honour- 
able gen;lerrian ; it is a fource of joy, r.ew in the hiftory of 
Britain, that we rejoice on the occafion of one of our fleets 
not venturing to meet and fight tlie enemy. To this even 
were we reduced, and our joy on the circumftance was well 
founded. The honourable gentleman who feconded the mo- 
tion had given great praife to Earl Cernwallis, and juftly fo, 
as he had already faid; but in his opinion, the moft brilliant 
part of the noble Earl's condudl was, that even in the midft of 
his embarrafl^hient, in the very moment of peril, when be ex- 
pcfted every hour to be aflfaulted, and himfelf, with the whole 
army, to be put to the fword, he retained and exprefied the 
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pureft patriotifm and love for his country in the anxiety which 
be {hewed for the fafety of the fleet ? " Do not venture to re- 
lieve me, my fate is determined ; do not decide the fate of our 
country by including yourfelves in the difafter." But, indeed, 
the whole dondufk of Lord Cornwallis was great and diftin- 
guifhed; while enterprize,a£livity,and expedition was wanted, 
no man had more of thefe qualities. At laft, when prudence 
became nece({ary,he took a ftation which,in any former period 
of our hiftory, would have been a perfect afylum. He planted 
himfelf in York and GiouceAer, and preferved a communica- 
tion with that which ufed to be the country and the dominion 
of Great -Britain; a communication with the fea. It ufed to be 
the country of an Englifh commander,to which he could retire 
with fafety, if not with fame. It ufed to be the country in 
which he was invincib'e, whatever might be his ftrength on 
Aiore. Here it was that Earl Cornwallis was Rationed on the 
borders of Great- Britain, and by which he prefrrved a com- 
munication with New- York, nay, witli the city and the port 
of London. But even this was denied him; for the ocean was 
no more the country of an Englifhman, and the noble Lord 
was blocked up,though planted on the borders of the fea; nay, 
was 1 educed even to thank God, that a Britifh fleet did not 
attempt his refcue. He faid, he was far from meaning to in- 
finuate that Admiral Graves was in fault ; the ablell com- 
mander in the univerfe would have adied as he did, even 
Lord Hawke ; the great and the gallant Lord Hawke, whofe 
name he might now ufe with reverence, as he was no more 
(for it was not the fafhion to venerate living authorities) ; 
and whbfe memory would ever be held dear, as the father of 
the Britifli navy, would have a61ed in the fame manner. He 
who lived during the fplendour of the Britifh navy, and who 
perhaps was happy to retire that he might not live in its de* 
cline; even he would have a£led in the fame manner. The 
hon. gentleman faid he had taken a good deal of pains to in- 
quire J he had converfed with the ableft oflScers on the fuhjefl; 
and he had it in his power to do fo, (for all the ableft ofiicers 
were on fhore) and they declared unanimoufly, that it would 
have been madnefs in Adn)iral Graves to have ventured to 
attack the French fleet in their pofition in the Chefapeak; that 
it could not have been done without the utmoft rilk of lofing 
the whole fleet, as well as the army that was on board. How 
diflFerent was this from what it ufed to be in the Englifh navy<^ 
In former wars to meet an enemy and to fight, to com- 
mand a fquadron and to vanquifh, was the fame thing. A Bri- 
tifh admiral knew not what it was to retreat from a French 
fquadron, or be apprehenfive of engaging them. But this, 
-among other things, the Earl of Sandwich had introduced into 
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the fervlce of Great-Britain, He had made it an efTential part 
of the duty of an Englifli Admiral to run away from an enemy. 
H e, th ) the Admiralty, who had declared in his 

place, in the Houfe of Peers, that he deferved to iofe his head 
if he ever failed to have a fleet equal to the combined naval 
power of Franceand Spain, He had forfeited the penalty of his 
bond; the Earl of Sandwich had forfeited his head, for the 
Earl of Sandwich had not a fleet in any quarter of the world 
equal tothatof theHoufeof Bourbon. In America, theBritifh 
fqu^dron, under AdmiralGraves, amounted to twenty-five fail 
of the line. * The Erencli fquadron, under De Grafle, to 
thirty five fail; in America then we were unequal. In the 
Weft-Indies'a decided fuperiority againft us hadbeen manifefled 
by the occurrences of the campaign. We had loft the ifland of 
Tobago; a large Spanifli fqnadron was now triumphant- in 
thofe feas, unoppofed by any Britifh force whatfoever, capable 
and ready to do what they pleafed. True ; we had taken a 
defencelefs ifland, and difgracej ourfclves by the capture; a 
capture produftive of no good (no national good he meant, for 
undoubtedly the conquerors would havejjenefited by the plun- 
der) and by which we had brought upon our name and arms 
the greateft ftigma that could fall upon an enlightened nation^ 
that of barbarity. 

In the Weh-lndies then we were inferior, and fo inferior 
that there was not a man of any experience or of knowledge 
who did not tremble for the fafety of our deareft pofl[effions in 
thofe feas. Unequal in thofe two places, it might be thought 
that our great fuperiority was employed in fome exploit in 
another part of the world. Where ? how ? was it in Europe ?. 
in Europe, the Channel fleet did not at any time confift pf 
more than 27 {hips of the line, and the combined fleets amount- 
ed to 47 fail, and blocked up the mouth of the Englifh Chan- 
nel ; claimed the proud dominion of the feas on our coafts, and 
look within our view a valuable and a numerous fleet of traders. 
In the Englifli Channel, then, we were inferior. But 
perhaps in the Northern feas <here was a great commanding 
fquadron to overcome or to deftroy the Dutch marine. Was 
there fo ? Admiral Parker met and fought the enemy with an 
inferior force, andtherew^asa circumftanceoccurred in this part 
of our naval management which gave a moft ftriking piftureof 
the Admiralty fyftem. After Admiral Parker had written home 
to inform the Board that the Dutch fquadron was much larger 
than they h?id givenhim to underftand orexpeft, they difpatched 
a cutter to him with the intimation that there werei two (hips 
lying at Harwich, fully equipped and ready for fea at an hour's 
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notice, which he might have if^ he defired them. Infleadof 
fending thefe ihips, in confequence of the information which 
the Admiral had given them, they fent a cutter, and loll the 
opportunity. Admiral Parker met the Putch fleet in the 
mean time, and fought without the addition of thefe fhips, by 
which, perhaps^, and indeed in all probability, he would have 
procured a decifive viftory, and have deftroyed or maimed the 
Dutch force for -the reft of the war. But by this ignorant, 
treafonable conduft, inftead of a vi6tory, there was only a 
drawn battle. But perhaps we had been fuperior in the Me- 
diterranean, and in the Baltic. No; in the Mediterranean 
wedurft not even attempt to relieve an inveiled iflaqd ; the 
illand of Minorca ; — nor relieve a blockaded garrifon ; the 
garrifon of Gibraltar, two places that were always hitherto 
confidered to be of the laft importance. — 1 r\ the Baltic, we 
had given .up the right of fighting, even when attacked; wc 
muft not dare to fire a gun in the Baltic. In the European 
feas, then, we had been unequal to the enemy in all the ope- 
rations of the campaign. In the Eaft-Indies we were not fu- 
perior to the enemy. He had heard in the King's fpeech, of 
the profperous ftate of affairs in the Eaft, but he profefled he 
kfiew of no profperity in that quarter. — Was there any news 
of conqueft, or of advantage, or even of efcape, come from 
the Eaft ? It was a hidden fecret to every body with whom he ^ 
converfed; and he believed, was to be found no where but in 
the King's fpeech. In every corner of the world thus are we 
inferior to the enemy ; and yet, with a fleet diminifhed and in- 
ferior, rendered ftill more weak by the ipfamous manner in 
which it is direfled. — After the prefent difafter to our arms in 
Virginia, with the fame men to conduil, and what is worfe, 
with the fame fyftem, are we, the reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple of Great-Britain, called upon to addrefs the Crown, and 
promife to fupport his Majefty in the fame purfuit that hath 
brought us to this ftate. 

In giving this detail of our fituation, he had avoided entering 
into the minute and fubordinate meafures of government. He 
had confined himfelf merely to the leading features of this ma- 
nagement, and of our fituation ; and though he had not enu- 
merated our domeftic grievances, he by no means forgot or 
defpifed them. There wa§ one grand domeftic evil, from 
which all our other evils, foreign and domeftic, had fprung. 
The influence of the Crown. To the influence of the 
Crown we muft attribute the lofs of the army in Virginia ; 
to the influence of the Crown we muft attribute the lofs of 
the thirteen provinces of America ; for it was the influence 
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of the Crown in the two Houfes of Parliament, that ena* 
bled his Majefty's Minifters to perfevere againfl the voice of 
reaton, the voice of truth, the voice of the people. Thi? 
was the grand parent fpring from which all our misfortune^ 
flowed. But ftill, as he had faid before, this pifture of our 
fituation was more diilant from dejeftion than theferious pic- 
ture of the honourable gentleman who fpoke before him; for 
all thefe calamities were conne6led with the fyftem, and the 
men in power. Change the one in totoj and remove the other, 
and you would purify the fountain-head, by which all the 
flood was contaminated. 

He called upon the Houfe to know whether they were ftiD 
ready to go on with this accurfed and abominable war. He 
called upon them as the reprefentatives of the people, and not 
as the creatures of the Minifler, to do their duty ; to execute 
the truft repofed in them, and to a6l up to the fentiments that 
they really felt. Did they really believe that we could ever 
conquer America? He deured them to lay their hands upon 
their hearts, and proclaim in the prefence of God and men^ 
whether they thought that all the power of Britain, ilrained 
and exerted, was equal to the talk. He would leave the quef-* 
tion to this confcieritious ted, and he would venture to fayji 
that if no man, but he who thought the contrary of this, 
' would prefume that night to vote for the Addrefs, the Minlf- 
ter would be left in the fmalleft minority that was ever knowa 
in that Houfe; nay, he believed in his foul, that the Minifter 
himfelf would vole againft the war. Were they determined 
raflily and vehemently to gb on ? Had they not done enough 
for the Minifter, and was it not now fufficient time to do fome- 
thing for their conflituents ? In his own opinion, no addref$ 
whatfoever fliould be fent up to the throne, until they haid an 
opportunity of going down to their conftituents, and confult- 
ing with them on the matter. They, and they only, were 
to pay for the continuance of the war, and it was fit and ne* 
ceffary that they fhould give their inftrudlions: But though 
this was his own immediate opinion, he was willing to take si 
more gentle courfe, for he defired unanimity as much as the 
honourable gentleman who fpoke before him; and therefore he 
would move to amend the motion for the Addrefs, by the fubfti- 
tution of aclaufe, in the room of a great part of that now in 
the hand of the S})eaker. The violent epithets and abufe againft 
the French, though he did not approve of thera, were yet be-» 
comefo familiar to the Houfe, and the Miniftry weie beconxe 
fo much in love with them, perhaps ufing them to conceal their 
good offices in a more fubftantial way, that he did not very 
•arneftly obje£t to them. The part to which he could not 
^ ' X agree 
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agree was all that which went to the continuance of the Ameri- 
can war, arid which was couched in themoft cunning and in- 
fiJious language. The amendment which he Ihould propofe 
would give his Majefty the affurance of their loyalty and zeal, 
and would promife in a more effectual way to fupport the 
eflential rights and permanent interefts of his empire. He con- 
i:luded with moving, that after the firft paragraph in the motion, 
concluding with the words, ** diligent exertion to reftore the 
public tranquility," there fliould be inferted this fentence, in 
lieu of all the reft : 

*' And we will, without delay, apply ourfelves with united 
hearts to propofe and digeft fuch counfels as may in this crifis 
excite the efforts, point the arms, and by a total change of fyf- 
tem command the confidence of all his Majefty's fubjefls." 

Mr, Minchin feconded the motion of iamendcnent. It was ,,._^^ 
abfolutely neceffary now to become ferious ; we had too long 
dealt in the language of flattery and falfehood. The Addrefs 
now moved for was founded on the balls of flattery, and not of 
truth. It wascalculatedtodeceiveandmifleadhis Majefty into 
a belief that the people were favourable tq the American war, 
ancj willing to fupport him inthecontinuanceof it. They were 
no fuch thing. They abhorred the war, and whatever Ministers 
might fay, nay, whatever their adherents, the Members of that 
Houfe might fay, the people would not goon from year to year, 
draining their blood and treafure in the profecution of a war 
which they heartily condemned both in the principle and 
progrefs. For, fays he, while we are going on with this dan- 
gerous and expenfive war, without Honour, and without ad- 
vantage, we are increafirig a fum, alreadyabove two hundred 
millions, by an afddition of two-and-thirty for the expence of 
the current year. Where are we to ftop ? Are there no bounds; 
no moderation ; no difcretion in regard to expence ? The 
Minifter congratulates himfelf that our taxes, however nu- 
merous, are not burdenfome ; they are laid upon luxuries, 
and not upon necefTaries, But whatever is taxed in a com- 
mercial country muft terminate with necefTaries. Misfor- 
tunes cannot teach ; xyxin cannot correal the obftinacy of Mi- 
nifters; it deferves a harflier name than obftinacy. We have 
feen our fleets difgracefully running before the French f^eet, 
or cooped within the chops of the Channel. He faid, he had the 
higheft opinion of the bravery of Admiral Darby, nor did he 
mean to throw the moft trifling cenfure upon him. Indeed 
he believed that he a6ked as the greateft prudence di- 
redled, and in the only fure manner for the honour and wel- 
fare of that fleet 'which was under his command. It was 
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not to him that we were to attribute the difgraceful mockery 
of the laft campaign. With an inferior fleet, a fleet fo very in- 
ferior to that of the enemies, he could only confult the fafe- 
ty of his country by avoiding an engagement. To that 
wretched fyftem of Admiralty management, which had reduced 
the fleet to what it was, we muft attribute thedifg"races of th^ 
laft campaign. The fyftem which had driven fo many brave 
and able officers from the fervice, and which had diftradied 
and infulted thofe who remained ; that fyftem of which the 
Earl of Sandwich was the patron, and ought to be the viftira. 
It was not enough^ that they (hould by mifmanagement and 
injuftice, by feekingoply the increafe of parliamentary influ- 
ence in the promotions which were given, and the appoint- 
ments that were made, by fubftituting in the room of fair and 
juft CBConomy, plans of unwife parfimony in the dock-yards, 
and driving by that means into the fervice of our enemies the 
ableft mechanics in the yards; and by the fame plans introdu- 
cedinto the ftiips, driving alfoto foreign countries the moil 
ferviceable petty officers, who were beft accqxiainted with the 
difciplinc and monosuvering of our fleets; by which we had 
taught the enemy our art of building as well as condudling our 
iliips: it was not en6ugh by thefe means to weaken, to re- 
duce, and to diftraft the navy ; but this little diminiflied and 
divided force muft alfo want the benefit of wife, able, and 
vigilant dire£lion ; for though they laviftied immenfe fums in 
fecret fervice money, they yet procured no article of foreign 
intelligence; no 'circumftance of ufeful information; While 
Frenchmen were found hardy enough to dare death and infa- 
my with all their concomitant terrors, we had no one to give 
us any account of any mailceuvre of the enemy 'of any pro- 
je6t 'which might take place, or any fcheme whiPi was inten- 
ded to be effedled. Our war^ as it was deficient of an end, 
was alfo wanting of a fyftem. 1 his circumftance was clear- 
ly and indubitably proved in thecourfe of laft fummer, when 
the French and' Spanifli fleets appeared at the -mouth of the 
Channel, without the Minifter's knowing any thing of the 
matter. When it was publiftied in one of the news- papers 
they denied the /a£t ; their adherents were employed to con- 
tradifl it, and though the paper perfifted in its information, 
they continued obftinately ignorant : Nay, the Admiral 
commanding at Plymouth, fent tidings of the fafl to Briftol, 
and fent the news for tlie fafety of the trade, and that the 
merchants mighthave the means of preventing many captures; 
it was a moft fingular fa6i, that the naval Commander 
at Briftol, on the day that he received this intelligence 

'^ from 



A 1781. D E B A T E* Si ^ a; 

from PlyiAouth, received alfo an exprefs from the Admiral- 
ty, informing him that it was no fuch thing, and that t"heir 
Lordfhips.did not believe that the combined fleet were out of 
port* So much did they know of the tranfaftions of our 
enemies and of -the danger of the empire. The merchants of 
Briftol did as they ought ; they believed the letter of Lord 
Shuldham, and paid no regard to the intelligence of the Ad- 
miralty ; ihey kept their ycflels in harbour and favcd them 
from the jaws of the enemy. This was one glaring inftance, 
out of many, of the extreme nigligence, incapacity, ignorance, 
or treachery of the Admiralty It fortunately happened for 
the deliverance of the country in this inftance, that Providence 
interfered, and fent a tempeft to drive the enemy from our 
coafts. . Another inftance had occurred in the courfe of the 
campaign equally glaring, and the iflue more eventful. They 
fent Admiral Parker out to fight the Dutch with five fhips, 
afturing him, that with that force he was much fuperior to the ' 
enemy, for they were fo weak, unprovided, and incapable, 
that they could not fend out a fquadron equal to five (hips of 
the line. After this another fliip was fent to give him a great ' 

and decifive majority ; another joined him by mere accident, 
the Berwick ; and yet with all thefe, when the Dutch came 
out of the Texel, they proved tobe much fuperior to him ; and 
in an engagement fought with all the ancient valour of the 
two nations, ihey pbrted on equal terms. Admiral Parker 
wrote home that he found that they had been mifinformed 
with refpe6k to the force of the eiiemy, and retired from a fitu- 
ation in which he found it was vain to expedl to do fervice to 
his country, thodgh he might gain by his enterprize, immor- 
tal honour for himfelf« Such was the Adminiftration of this 
naval Board, and fuch was the condu£lof the men with whom 
we were ftill to intruft the moft important part of the ftrength 
of Britain. To this it was impoffiblehe could agree ; and to 
this the Addrefs, as propofed by the young gentleman on the 
oppofite fide of the way, abfolutely went. He therefore Se- 
conded the amendment of his honourable friend. The able 
and comprehenfive fpeech which he had made, had precluded 
him from faying many things that he had intended; and he 
fhould conclude, with a warm recommendation to the HoufeJ 
to adopt the amendment by which the fyftem would be chan- 
ged, and the nation be faved. 

Lord Mulgrave faid he had not intended to have fpoken, if l-ord 
circumftances, which were manifeftly falfe, had not heen ad- ^"^ff"*^^* . 
duced-in argument. He faid the honourable gentleman who 
fpoke laft but on^ had afTerted, that all the men of any naval 
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eminence were on fhore and unemployed. [Mr* Fox faid 
from the other fide of the Houfe, no, no; thefe were not his 
words. Lord Mulgrave exclaimed that they were his words, 
or his meaning was to that efFedl. All the nboye officers were 
on (hore; that was theexpreffion, and he would abide by it.] 
The contrary was the faft. In particular he could point out 
one Admiral who had carried the glory and honour of the Bri- 
tifh flag as far as it had ever been carried ; though he was at 
this moment on fhore, yet he was fpcedily to take again the 
command of the fleet in the Weft Indies. That Admiral, 
would in future be ranked among the firft naval charaders of 
this country. To argue from a loofe expreflion uttered f«me 
years ago by Lord Sandwich in the Houfe of Lords, and to 
bring it into debate now, was neither candid nor Parliamentary, 
it was not poffible for the Houfe to know whether the words 
were corrcdlly quoted or not, and therefore they had with that 
propriety and wifdom, by which ail their ftanding orders were 
framed and regulated, determined that no member (hould bring 
up in debate the words of any gentleman on a former day, 
much lefs bring up words fpoken in another place. He averred, 
that the noble Lord at the head of the naval department was 
not criminal in his conduft, He had ailed throughoqt the 
whole of his adminiftration witK a jeal affiduity and vigour. 
He aflerted that our navy was fo far from being inferior in 
ftrength to the fituation in which the noble Lord found it, that 
it was far fuperior to its boafted ftate in 1759; for, at this 
tjme we employed no lefs than 1 18,000 feamen and marines 
on board the royal navy, a greater number than ever was 
employed at any former period of our hiftory. He infifted 
that the noble Lord was not by any means to blame, for not 
being able to make greater exertions, or producing more fuc- 
cefs; the fault lay not with him; it was not in the nature of 
our fituation, fighting combined powers, who dragged us to 
every quarter they pleafed, having, from their fuperiority in 
numbers, the power of choofing in what quarter of the globe 
they (hould wage the war ; but it was by the accumulation and 
ftrength of our enemies that we were inferior. The firft fleet 
that Lord Sandwich had fent into the European feas, he aver- 
red, was fuperior to the enemy. The adminiftration of 
the Admiralty Board, that had preceded that of the noble 
Lord, had been too parfimpnious ; and the efFedls of their 
parfimony. were felt to this day; that parfimony was, in a 
great meafure, the caufe why our exertions were no greater by 
fea, as it operated upon the number of our fliips. It had 
increafed much under the dire6lion of the noble Lord at the 
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head of the department; and that too in contradiAion to thofe 
very men who now cenfure his conduft, and who defired tlie 
navy not to be increafed from oeconomic motives. The parfi- 
mony of that noble Lord whom he had praifed fo much* and 
the fyftem then purfued with the concurrence of the oppoiition, 
the fyftem of Lord HaWke, had crippled the Britifli navy ; 
and it was a well known, notorious and difgraceful fa£>, that 
at the time of the con tell about the Falkland Iflands, we 
had not a fleet to fend to fea. It was very true tliat the dif*' 
ference with America had deprived us of a confiderable fupply 
of naval ftoreF, as well as of mariners; but even with this 
difadvantage, fuch had been the exertions of the noble Lord, 
that the magazines were now plentifully ftored. If the honou- 
rable gentleman chofe to turn his great hiftorical knowledge 
to the other ^fide of the queftion, he knew that he could prove 
to the fatisfadlion of the Houfe that we are not, nor ever were, 
equal to Trance in a naval copteft, where France applied alt 
her fources and ftrength to the raifing of a navy. He aflerted, 
that in the reign of king William, 1' ranee was fuperior to us 
and Holland. In the reign of queen Anne it was Itkewife 
fuperior. To call this a difgraceful war was ungrateful and 
ungenerous. It was calamitous, but not difgraceful. It was 
a war in which the honour and fpirit of the nation had been 
carried as high as at any period of out hiftory. It was not 
un'like that mode ofprophefying, which, though it had always 
the good fortune of proving falfe, yet had tended to add cou- 
rage to our enemies : Fa£ts which only wanted time to difprove 
themfelves- Such as what we have frequently heard in thefe 
walls: the Germans will all defert, the Englifh failors v/\\\^ 
not fight againft the Americans : How true thefe prophecies 
where time had evinced. With refpeS to the fa£l mentioned 
by the honourable gentleman of the cutter that was difpatch- 
ed to Admiral Parker, it was not correflly nor candidly 
Rated. When Admiral Parker wrote home that he fufpeSed 
the Dutch force to be greater than the Admiralty had appre- 
hended, a cutter was fent to Inform him, that one fhip, the 
Berwick, then in the North feas, had orders to join him, 
which (he accordingly did, and that there was another line of 
battle fhip laying at Harwich, which he might have if he liked. 
Was there any thing abfurd, or negligent, or treacherous in 
this? Would the honourable gentleman have had the Ad- 
miralty to fend the fhip without knowing whether (lie waf 
wanted or not? He had thought proper to fay thus much to 
' defend the firft Lord of the Admiralty agajnft the afperfions 
which had been thrown on him unjuftly by the two honourable 

gentlemen 
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gentleman who had fpoken before him. It was his fincere opi- 
nion, that the noble Lord was as hbneft a man and as able a 
naval Minifter as ever filled that department. 

AiKcppel. Admiral Keppel fpoke a few words in anfwer to the noble 
Lord. He reprehended him for tjie Vehement manner in which 
he had feized on a hafty expreffion of Mr. Fox, and thunde- 
red it out as an unjuft afperfion on m;iny brave and gallant of- 
ficers now fighting the battles of their country, and whom it 
would be bale and difgraceful in any* man to revile. There 
were oflBcers in the fervice every way deferving the appoint- 
ments which they held, and he knew the honourable gentle- 
man to be incapable of infulting them ; but the noble Lord had 
nngeneroufly, and in his opinion uncandidly, taken up an 
expreffion delivered in a parenthefis, and to which, he fincere- 
j ly believed, no gentleman in the Houfe applied the meaning 

given to it by the noble Lord but hirhfelf. The noble Lord 
Jiad faid, that the firft fleet which Lord Sandwich fentinto the 
Eui*opean feas to fight the French was fuperior to the enemy; 
he denied the fa6^; it was not true. It had been before this 
time advanced, and before this contradi£led. At the time 6f 
his court-martial, he called upon the Admiralty Board to pro- 
duce the official lift of tlie flrength of the French neet, 
which they refufed to do; do it yet; produce that lift, fays the 
honourable Admiral with fome warmth, and do not come here 
hazzardingafiertions, which, when called upon, you will not 
avow, and dare not, becaufe you cannot prove ! The noble Lord 
had faid, that the parfimony of Admiral Lord Hawke was the 
caufe of our prefent weaknefs. He denied that alfo. Lord 
Hawke was truly, as Mr. Fox had faid, the father of the Bri- 

' tifli navy, and he had left the Englifli fleet in a flouriftiing 

condition ;.flouri(hing for a time of peace ; which if the pre- 
fent Firft Lord of the Admiralty had done his duty, and faith- 
fully and diligently applied the imm'enfe grants of Parliament 
to the increafe of our navy, or had even ably direfled, employ- 
ed, and applied the naval force which he really poflcfled, the 
misfortunes of this war would never have occurred. The laft 
was the fevere charge which he had to bring againft the noble 
Lord ; the mifapplication of the force with which he wa's intruf- 
ted; and, if the houfe would call for the papers which he would 
point out, he pledged hi rnfelf to prove to their conviAion, 
what he averred upon his knowledge to be true. 
Lord Lord Mulgrave rofe again, and maintained what he had faid 

"Muigrave. before, that Mr. Fox's expreffion was, "for all the able officers 
" are on fhore." Thefe were the terms, and he had no way 
of polleCling his meaning but from his words. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas Piit faid, that if the honourable gentleman Mr. ^ho- 
(Mr. F6x)had made ufe of unparliamentary language, in fpeak- "** *^ 
jngof what anoble Lord had faid in the other Uoufe, he was 
fnre he did not mean to infringe upon the orders of that Houfe; 
but from th^ con v i£lion, that whatever or wherever a gentleman 
fpeaks, it ought to be truth ; and he muft fay, that it looked 
fufpiciousinrejedlingtobetriedby hisownaflcrtions. What! 
was it honourable to take refuge in a parliamentary order againfl: 
fo ferious a charge as the degradation, if not the ruin of the 
Eritifli navy, and with it the ruin of the BritiHi empire? was 
this honourable, or did it look like confcious innocence and 
manly fortitude? The noble Lord perfifted in mifrcprefenting 
the honourable gentleman againft the fenfeand canrour of the 
Houfe. The honourable gentleman had clearly and evidently 
faid no more than, that many great, gallant, and experienced 
officers were on fliore; driven from the ferviceby the fyftem of 
the Admiralty. Was it not the-fadl? But did this include a 
charge againfl thefe officers who were employed ? By no means. 
The honourable gentleman condemned the whole plan and 
conduftof AdminiftratTon. They wereengagedinadifgracefdl 
purfuit, for they feemed to be adkuatcd by the woril of motives* 
He faid, that geritlemen ought not, for the trifling ambition of 
momentary greatnefs, the petty and infignificant baubles of 
fortune or fituation, to prefs meafures which muft makethem 
odious to pofterity. In the page of the hiftorian the laudably ^ 
ambitious fliould expedl his character. Ambition was a public 
and a generous virtue: it ftudied and purfued the exaltation of 
its country; but theirs was not ambition: it was a paffion of 
a nature too bafe to be mentioned in that Hoofe. He conjured 
gentlemen to confider the diminution of national honour. He 
conjured them by their private intereft, which muft come dimi- 
niflied to their families. The motion for the Addrefs ihewed, 
however, the torpidity of mind, which he feared did not pro- 
mife to procure this confummation fo devoutly to be wifbed. 
The lacrymap rerum did not touch them. He applied himfelf 
to the country gentlemen: but he declared, he looked upon it 
that there was no public, no Parliament, or we could not go 
on without bringing to account thole who have brought this 
country Jto its prefent difgraceful fituation. 

He had no wifh for a change of miniftry : it was equal to 
him who were in that fituation. He neither defired or would 
accept of trnft. No matter what fet of puppets worked the 
difmal fcene! Whether one low little fet of men on that fide of 
the Houfe, or another low little fet on this^ while the fyftem 

remained. 
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remained) and the fecret poifoning influence which it had begun 
with, and continued through the whole of the prefent reign. 
He declared to God, h^ lioped that the prefent Miniflry might 
continue in their fituation until they brought the affairs of this 
nation to that crifis which might beaccompanied with thefiiita- 
ble reward, either of punifliment or glory. For his part, heap- 
proved of the amendment; but he would neverthelefs, ihould 
. that amendment be carried, vote againft the Addrefs, as he 
thought it at once fuperfluous and improper to vote any Addrefs. 
His Majefty has fent us his thoughts, and the Houfe is to con- 
£der of thefe thoughts. He declared for one, that he would not 
confent togiveonefliillingof fupply to fupport the prefent war; 
a war to which the country gentlemen had unfortunately given 
too much countenance. He requefted the country gentlemen, 
therefore, to confider what could be done to retrieve the nation 
from its very calamitous fituation. He was fure he was parlia* 
mentary in his conduft, for as a member of that Houfe, he had 
the care of the public purfe, and it was as much the province of 
a member of that Houie to take care of it as it was a prerogative 
of the Sovereign to declare w?r and proclaim peace. 

In reply to what the noble Lord had faid, that' it was a war 
more calamitous than difgraceful, he faid, that in his opinion, 
it was both the one and the other; difgraceful in its principle, 
and calamitous in its progrefs. The honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) had faid, that we ought to go down to the people 
of England, and receive their inilruftions, before we pledged 
ourfelves ro the continuance of the war. This was exadlly his 
opinion, and what he begged leave to recommend. In a fort- 
night they might do this, and it was his fincere advice to 
withhold all fupply till that was done. 
14. Korth. Lord North now arofe, and in a fliort fpeech' contended 
that the Addrefs, in its original fhape, without the amend- 
ment, ought to meet the unanimous concurrence of that 
Houfe. He adverted to what had fallen from Mr. Fox, that 
hebelieved his. Majefty's miniflers received the pay of France, 
[Mr. Fox faid 3crofs the Houfe, that he did not fay he be- 
lieved, but that they could not a<!^ more for the intereft of 
France if they did receive falaries from that kingdom.] The 
honotirable gentleman, fays the noble Lord, it feems, did not 
fay he believed it; I give him credit; I am convinced he did 
not believe it, nor any man in the Houfe, nor in the king- 
dom, could believe that his Majefty's minifters received the 
pay of France. He would not follow the honourable gentle- 
man through his very long enumeration ef misfortunes, ari- 
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flag, as he had faid, from mifGondufti incapacity^ or trea- 
chery. Whatever might be their abilities, he was con- 
vinced that his Majefty*s minifters were zealous in the fcr- 
vice of their country ; and if they had been wrongs it was 
an error of judgement, and not of the heart. They had 
profecuted the American war, not with the infamous de- 
fign dated by the honourable gentleman, of aggrandizing the 
Crown at the expence of the conftitution, and making the 
fubje£h Haves that the king might be defpotic. This was not 
the purpofc of minifters, nor was it the wifli of his Majefty* 
If they had entertained this defign ; if they had dcfired to give 
the Crown an increafe of power by American conne£tipn, 
they had thrown away and rejeftcd the opportunity . The 
Americans had no objeftion to fubmit to the authority of the 
Crown ; they offered, and defircd that they fhould remain 
obedient and loyal to the Crown ; but they objefted to all 
dependence on ihe Parliament. They would fufffer th« King 
to reign in America without the interference of the lcgifla-» 
ture» It was to the claims of the Parliament, an4 not to 
thofe of the fovereign, that they were advcrfe. It was there- 
fore highly unjuft and injurious to fay of minifters that they 
had inftituted and perfevered in this war for the purpofe of 
addiny influenee to the Crown : it was for the fake of the 
conftitution ; it was to preferve the fupremacy of the Par- 
liament of Britain; to preferve their juft rights and privi-* 
leges, that they had gone to war with the Colonies ; and 
that they had maintained it amidH all the clamours and oppo- 
fition that they had met with in that Houfe. They had 
looked forward to the unity of the Britifh conftitution, and 
had forgone the offer of fcparating the King from his Par- 
liament, and advancing one branch of the legiflature.to the 
dominion of America, independent of the other two. Was 
nojt this the faft ? Did not men know that the Americans 
wifhed to be governed by the King and their own affem- 
blies ; and that they went to war becaufe they would not be 
governed by the legillature of Britain? The argument 
therefore againft the principle of the war was unfounded* 
The p;inciple was juft, and confiftent with true policy, if 
it was true policy. to preferve entire and unbroken that o'd 
and venerable conftitution of government, compofed of King, 
Lords, and Commons, for which our fathers had bled, and 
which Europe envied. This was the principle ; the prin- 
ciple was. right; and he would always juftify it in the face 
of his King and bis country. 
VuL.V. F But 
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But t39f come to the qocftion.— It was objcftcd to the Ad* 
drcfs, that it bound the Hoiife to the coniinaance of the 
American war^ This i^zs a miftake : the Addrefi did not 
•pledge the Houfe to the continnance of the American war, 
•r tonny foriB, or (haf e^ or fire of it. The Addrefs only de- 
clared to his Majefty, that they would fupport the meafixrcs 
which &oold bs ttadeitaken, or continued^ for the prefcr- 
ifation of the cffcntial rights atnd pcrmaKent intereffs of the 
empire. There was no word* of eontinuing the American 
war: it was ftot mentioned in the Addrefs at alL Gentlemen 
were left at liberty to agree to or objeft to the fisture meafures 
that fhonld be propofed r all that they pledged themselves to 
was to aft with vigour in fttpporting the cfleritiali rights and 
permanent interefts of the empire. It was the opinion of 
his Majefty*8 miniftcrs, and fee trufled it would be the f)pinion 
cf every man in the kingdom that wefhouldy in the preftnt 
moment of real andferious alarrn, aft with the energy which 
was necefiary to our deliverance. We had been unfortu- 
nate, and a melancholy difaftcr had befallen our arms in 
Virginia * but muft we lie down and die ? Muft we give up 
the conflift, .bccaufe we had failed in this particular inflance, 
or becaiiTe we had failed in fetbcr inftances ? — No : it ought 
to roufe us into a^ion ; it ought to impel, and wtge, and 
animate us: for by bold and united exertions, everything 
might be faved; by dcje^lion and defpair, every iking toult 
be loft. This Was his opinion : it was the opinion of his 
Majefty's minifters ; and they trufted that it would be the 
^opinion of Parliament, artd of the people. This was all that- 
Was declared in his Majefty*^s fpeech ; that neither the tem- 
porary inoonvcnienees of his fubjefts, nor his own ftrong 
defire for peace, filould prevail upon hi« Majefty to aban- 
don the effential rights and permanent interefts of his king- 
doms. Was the Houfe ripe to give up thofe rights and intc- 
ttfts?— He hoped not. Upon this ground it was then that- 
his Majefty's minifters came down, and defircd, and they 
Sid not" think, thcmfelves audacious or impudent in defi- 
ring the iboncurrence and fuj^orl of Parliament in profecu- 
ting this true and juft fyftem of policy. It had been faid, 
that It was a war of avarice, of ambition, of prerogative : he 
^n^ the-faft ; it was a war of conftitution. The honour- 
*able gentleman had threatened him with impcachihent and 
IbafFolds ; but that fliould not deter him from the prefervation 
of the rights and Icgiflative authority of Parliament. The 
queflion was, in refpcft to the war, whether they were in- 
• - - ^ cUncd 
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<:lia^ci tar^figD th^tr rights a9 ft Pariiamenty or with firm* 
nefs addrefs his Majefty wi{h an offer of foch vigbjous aid as 
might, in the end, procure a peace confident wrth the legiflis- 
tive powers. ovear the Colonies* In refpeO: to hioifeU, be 
was ready at aoy time to ftand ^h in<}uiry into his conrioft: 
but whatever migki be his fati$^ he. would ftill perfevere io 
fu]>porting the right of Parlia4iRet)t. The war with America 
had beea uaforcunate, bat not uajuft. He had at all times 
thought fo; and fliould he hereafter istount the fcaffbld for 
that part winch he had borne in the adnliniftratioE»y he ihoiitd 
continue to think fo c it was not a war of ambition ; it w^ 
not a war of admSniftratien ; it was a War founded in right, 
and dictated by ncccffity. With regard to the prefcnc Ad- 
/drefs, there were three modes , prapofed for dooiiddratioo': 
the Add reft iitSblf, which propofed to affift his Majefty in 
attaining his juft rights ; the amendment^ which propot'ed a 
change of men and meafares; and a fulleu filence without 
any addrefs^ This laft mode, be faid, he. decidedly difap- 
proved, as neither being precedented or parliamenury. As 
tojthe two former, he bad declared hjs oprnion pf t&e war; 
it would be to ad in contraxHilion to that opinion nqt to vote 
Vor the Addrefs, which propofcd to ftpport it. 

Mr, Burke rofe next, and with great warrajth reprobated MuMurU, 
the language of the noble I^ord. He averred, . that it was 
impudent, it was amdacious; it was fouiiethtng .worfe, it 
was infulting in his Majefty's minifters to look Parliament 
in the face, a«d tall^ fuch langui^e as they had that, rao^ 
rocnt lieard from the mouth 6f the noble Lord in the Woe 
ribbon. He faid, if there eould he a greater misfortune thao 
thofe we had undergofie in the disgraceful conteft w^ were 
engaged in,, it was hearing men riuog up in the great aifem- 
bly of the natipa to vindicate ikchmeafures : it wa& the moft 
alarming part of our condition ; it was that whiqh froze up 
his blood, ;aodj4iarrowed up his foul : for if they were not j 

to be taught by experience; if neither calamities could I 

make th^m feel, nor the voice af God make them wife, . j 

what hjid this poor, fallen, miferable, and undone country i 

to hope for? He was an encrav to dej^ftion, and he never f 

would recommend or preach deipair.; but if any thing could ^ I 

tend to dejcif^ the people of England, to make them deipair 
of their 6t»?tion| aad refign themfeives to their fate, it wa$ 
to hear their minifters come down, after what we had fuf-r 
fercd, and impudently tell them that they were determined to 
go on with the Atperican war. A baule might be iofi, an 

F 2 enter* 
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enterprife might mifcarry, an iiland might be captured,* an 
army might be loft in the beft' of caufes, and even under a 
fvftem of vigour and foreiight ; becaufe the battle, after ail 
the wifdom and bravery of man, was in the hands of hea- 
ven ; but if either, or if all, of thefe calamities had happened 
in a good caufe, and under the aufpices of a vigilant admi- 
niftration, a brave people would not dcfpair : they would be 
animated by their injuries ; they would collcft energy from 
dfifappointment ; and feeling and knowing that a great and 
a good miniftry would be inftigated, in fuch a cafe, to flrike 
fome bold, new, and decifive ftroke, they would arm and 
refolve to fecond them; they would gather reinforcement 
from their hopes ; and with a new foul they would proceed 
to the execution of whatever their miniftry would projeft, 
and their leaders undertake. But it was not fo in the prefent 
cafe. As his honourable friend had well defcribcd it, amidft 
all their fufferings and their misfortunes, they faw none fo 
bad, none fo diftrefling, as the weaknefs or the wicked niefs 
of their minifters. The noble Lord faid the war was not 
difgraceful, it was only unfortunate ! for bis own part, he 
continued to call the war difgraceful, and not unfortunate ; 
and he was warranted fo to call it. Unfortunate was an 
cpitJiet only to be annexed to occurrences wherein fortune 
only was concerned. The deftruAion of the Spanifh ar- 
mada, which was properly £tted out, was unfortunate ; but 
lureiy the ft^ke againft Lord Cornwallis could not be termed 
fo. Fortune had nothing to do with it : there was no fore- 
£ght, no plan laid down, and every man muft from thence 
conjefturc the event: and we were now to go on without 
plan and without foreiight in this war of calamities ; for 
«very thing that happened in it was a calamity. He con- 
sidered them all alike, victories and defeats ; towns taken, 
gnd towns evacuated ; new generals appointed, and old ge- 
nerals recalled i they were all alike calamities in his eyes ; 
* for they all fpurred us on to. this fatal buiinefs. Viftories 
gave us hopes, defeats made us defperate, and both inftiga- 
ted us to go on ; they were therefore both calamities : and 
the Kind's fpeech was the greateft calamity of all ; for th^ 
King's Ipeech fhewed us the difpoiition of the minifters ; and 
this difpuiition was ^ot to retreat an inch; to go on, to 
plunge us deeper, to make us more difgraceful and more 
unhappy. 

But the noble Lord fays, the Kipg's fpeech does not ca'l 
VpOD us to go pn with this war. What then, does- not xhp 
... . - noble 
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noWe Lord know what the King's fpeech was ? I-i he, fayt 
the honourable gentleman, as ulual, ignorant of what be 
brought down in his pocket ? Perhaps it was made and 
fpoken without his advice : but as plainly as language could 
imply ; for indeed it was not the way of his Majcfty's mini* 
flers. to fpeak like other people ; they had always a method 
of their own, a fort of hocus pocus ilyle, which would tranf- ' 
late either this way or that way, as might fuit their in>me- 
diate purpofes ; for the purpofe of to-day was not with them 
the purpofc of to-morrow : he faid, as plain as minifterial 
language could fpeak, the King's fpeech and the addrefs 
called upon and pledged the Houie to the continuance of the 
American war : but he would read the paffage, and then fee • 
if any gentleman could doubt the fa£l: ; ** And we receive, < 
with the ftrongeft cttiotions of duty and gratitude, your Ma- 
jefty's gracious and endearing declaration, that you fhould 
not anfwer the tnift committed to the fovereign of a free peo- 
ple, nor make a fui table return to your fubjefts for their con- 
Han t, zealous, and afFeSionatc attachment to your perfiwi, . 
family, and govei-nment, if you confented to facrificc, either 
to your own defire of peace, or to their temporary eafe and 
lelief, thofe eflential rights and permanent interefts, upon 
the maintenance and prefervation of which the future ftrength 
and fecurity of this country mufi ever principally depend." 

*' We declare, on our part, that we know no means of 
making to yourMajefty any return fo fuitable ancrfo juft,^ 
and of aniwering the great truft committed to us by thofc 
whom we reprefent, as by givingyour Majefty this firm affu- 
rance, that we are refolved to affift and fupport your Ma- 
jefty, to the utmoft of our power, in maintaining and pre- 
ferving the eflential rights and permanent interefts of your 
crown and people." 

What was this but a clear unequivocal declaration, vipon 
the one fide, to go on with the American war ; and upon the 
other, a pledge to fupport it? This was immediately fol- 
lowed by a lamentation for the lofs ot the army in Vir- 
ginia, and this by a harfh inveftive againft our reftlefs. and 
invidious enemies. We are made to declare that their prin-- 
cipal defign was to foment and maintain the rebellion in 
North America;— and — and we ace made to declare, that * 

we will, to the utmolt of our power, prevent them from 
doing this ; for lee — 

** We are fully perfuaded that the principal view of the 
confederacy of our enemies was to foment and (uaintain the 

rebellion 
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rcbdlion in North-America ; and,, tinder the fpeciom delu- 
fion of the eftablifhment of an independent empire, to render 
your Majefty's colonics fubrervicnt to the power and in- 
fluence of the crown of France ; but your Majefty may 
Tcly on Qur fteady afliftance to fecond your Majcfty's en- 
deavours to defeat the dangerous deligns o£ our enemies, 
equally prejudici;^! to the real interefts of America and to 
thofe of Great-Britain," 

We are to give our fteady affiftance to fecond his Majefty's 
endeavours to defeat the dangerous defigns of ,our enemies. 
What are the deligns of our eneniies ? to foment and main- 
tain the rebellion in North- America » Was not the Amc- 
rij:an war contained in everyline of this } But farther ftill ; 
we were to prevent the dangerous defigns of our enemies for 
' another reaibn, becaufe the independence of America, to w}^ich 
ihefe endeavours tended^ ** was equally prejudicial to. the 
real interefts of An^erica and to thofc of .Great-Britain." 
So that we were to go on with the war out of pure afFeAion 
and friendfhip to America ; and to a certainty we were to 
go on with it. Pid the Houfe require any m(Ke evidence } 
if they did, there was evidence at. hand; forHf the Speech 
aod Addrefs had not fpoken fufficiently clear, th^ noble Lord 
Bimfelf gives a full, clear, and aecifive explanaijion of it ; 
For what does he fay ? We went to war with America for 
the puripfe of maintaining and preferving ** th'e eficntial 
rights md permanent interefts of-this country," What, does 
his Maiefty in th6 Speech fay, and what does the Houfe iq 
the Addrefs thank him for faying ? What but for the gra-r 
cious and endearing declaration, that neither his own dc^ 
fires, nor the temporary inconveniencies of the people, fhould 
^ make him think of giving up a conteft for the eflferitial 

rights and permanent interefts of this country.* The i\oblp 
L»rd fays, we went to war for the maintenance of rights ; 
the Speech fays, we will gp ob for the maintenance of rights. 
It was but one ftory from the beginning to the end : it 
was, and had been for feven years, notnmg but American 
war, American war, American war j and it would be Ame* 
rican war to the end of the chapter* 

But he muft fpcak a few words on the matter of thefc 
• J*ights, which had coft us fo nfiuch, and which was likely 

to coft us our all. Good God ! Mr, Speaker, exclaime4 
the honourable gentleman, are we yet to be told of the rights 
for which we went to war. Olu excellent rights! Oh, 
valuable rights I valuable you ibould be, for we have paid 

dear 
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dear at parting With you ! Ob^ valuable rights ! that harp 
coll Britain thirteen provinces, four iflaiids, a hundred thou- , 

fand men, and more than fevcnty millions of money ! Oh, 
Wonderful rights 1 that have loft to Great- Britain her empire 
on the ocean^ her boafted, grand, and fubftantial fupcrioiity, 
which made the worki bend before her!" Oh, incftimable 
rights ! that have taken from us our rank among nations^ 
our -importance abroad, and*our happinefs at home; that 
have taken from us our trade, cur^manufaflures, and our 
commerce; that have reduced us from the moft flourifhing^ 
empire in the world to be one of the moft.compaft, unenvi- 
able powers on the face of the globe ! Ob, wonderful rights !- 
that arc likely to take from us all that yet remains ! Wha^ ^ 
were thcfe rights ? Could any man defcribc them ; could any 
man give them a body and a foul anfwerablc to all thefe mighty . 
cofts ! We did all this becaufe we had a right to do if: that 
was exaftly the faA. ** And all this we dared dOj becaufe 
we dared.'* We had. a right to tax America, fays the noble 
Lord ; and as we bad a rigbt^ we muft do u« We muft rifk 
everything, we will forfeit every thing, we will think of no 
confcqu^nces, we will take no confideration intpour view but 
our right, we will confult no ability, we will not meafure 
our right with our power, but we will have our right, we 
will have our bond :. America, give us our bond; next your 
heart we will have it : the pound of Rt(h is ours, and w» 
will have it. This yras their language. Oh, mi^rable and 
infatuated men ! miferable and undone country I 'not to 
know, that right fignified nothing without might ; that the 
^laiz9, without, the power of enforcing it, was nugatory 
and idle in the copyhold of rival flates, or oF immenfe bodies. 
Oh ! fays a filly man, full of his prerogative of dominion 
over a few bealJs of the field, there is excellent wool on 
the back of a wolf, and therefore he muft be fheared. 
What ! fhear a wolf ? yes. But will be comply ? 'have you 
€onfidered the trouble t how will you get this wool ? Oh, 
I have confidercd nothing, and I will confider ncjhing, but 
my right :. a wolf is an animal that has wool ; all animaU 
that have wool are to be (horn, aqd therefore I will ihear ^ 

the wolf. This was juft th^ kind of reafoning urged by the 
jdoble Lprd, a^d this the counfcl given by him. The Ameri- 
cans have money ; we want it, we will have it. They reCftcd 
their claim ; diey fought their battle for a time themtclves, at 
laft called in an ally ; they are joined by the French, and con- ^ 

joined 



4(> t ARLlAMENTART A. 178* 

Jpined they have fbrced your armies to furrcnder ; and yet the 
' noble Lord at this moment come-down and telU the Parliament 
of the nation that he has ruined, infolenitly tells them, that we 
arc fighting for a right : he faid infolcntly, for it was an tnfulc 
upon the patience of the Parliament, But he begged pardon, he 
agreed with the honourable gentleman (Mr» T, ritt), that there 
^as no parliaoient, no people, or elfc fuch language, at 
fuch a day, would not be hazarded, much kfs fuffered. 

But this was like all the reft : it was only a frefh attempt 
TO impofe, to delude, and to draw on the people. He went 
into a recital of the varluus ftories which they had told, and 
of the various doftrines and various plans which they had 
lield and abandoned, and ukeh up again. But what had our 
war with America been, but a continual feries of marching 
and countermarching, of taking and evacuating : indeed the 
different places in America feemed to undergo an excremen- 
titious evacuation, analogous to that of the human body : and 
the noble Lord comes, fays he, and recommends to us an Ad^ 
drefs, affifting, fays he, to carry on this very ufclefs if not very 
injurious war ; and this is to be in the language of clapping 
on the back, ** who's afraid ?" and fuch other vulgar cant"; 
for, diveftlng it of its pbrafeology, what elfc is the echo of 
the royal fpeech, but thofe fame vulgar cxpreffions, couched 
in better ^terms ? 

He wa^ averfe from deceiving and amufing the people 
with vvh * he felt imprafticable. He truftcd a day of rec- 
koning would come j and whenever that day came, he fhould 
be able, by impeachment, to bring upon the heads of the 
authors of thefe unhappy affairs the punifhment of them. 
The nation, as an animal, was dead ; but the vermin which 
fed on it had ftill an exiftence. He had looked cautioufly at 
The conduft of Lord Cornwallis ; his gallantry he aitefted ; 
hut what had his operations been, but marching and 
counter-marching from north to fouth, and from the moun- 
tains to ^le fea, and from the fea to the mountains. 
This had n^een to deceive the people here, and make them 
believe that we had a proportionate intereft in the coun- 
• try to the extent of territory tr.jverfed ; and to confirm 

rhis, and to prove the certain fubjugation of Virginia, 
Lord Dunmore was fent out to be governor. But the 
operations of the Americans were certain, though filent; 
and though tardy, eiFeftive. Where real generalftiip was to 
be m^aifeftcd, they had ftiewn it. Nor was this the only 
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inftance t)f captured armies : Where was General Burgoyne*^ 
army ? RcJJg pohis icgiones. Give us back ou,r force, nor 
protraft ilxis burthenfome, difgraceful, foi; it is not uafortu- , 
nate, war, which, " like a wounded fnake, drags its flow . 
length. along ;** let us not hug in our bofom that fnake, 
which will ftJTig us even to the laft agony of diffolution. 

Lord Nugent fjpoke Ihorily on the pointj that the Speedy LdNugentw 
and Add re fs did not pledge the Houfe to the continuance of 
the American war» The honourable gentleman's oratory 
could do any thing; it was fafclnating,' it had the power a( 
incantation; but it was not an eafy thing to create fonie- ^ 
thing out of nothing; There was no ground in the Addrefij , 
for the honourable gentleman to go upon. The Houfe were . 
dcfired to pledge themfelres to the fupport of the rights and . 
interefts ot this country ; iind furely they would all do that^ 
They were not to lie down ai)d die, becaufe they had mtt . 
with 3 misfortune in Virginia. They were to be arouzed 
by It; they were to fnatch new courage from it^ and h^ 
doubly^ armed and doubly adlive* If they muft fall, let 
them, jn the name of God perifli like Britons, ** greatly 
falling with a falling ftate,** if it was a falling ftate, hut 
which he copld. tiot by any means allow. He was not for ^ 
dcfppndency : but as to the American war, he confefied he 
had his thoughts about it ; he thought things grew wori'e and 
wprfe ; ajsd he was come to think, that it wouW be more . 
advifeablc even to acknowledge their independency, than to 
go on playing the fame loofing game againft them, by pur- 
iuijig the war in the fame way as we had done ; nay, in iaft, 
it would be policy to acknowledge their independence: But 
we would come to talk of the American war another day. 
The bufinefs now was to vote a fuitable Anfwer to the 
JCing's Speech ; and he declared in his confcicnce the one 
propofed was, he thought. Very proper. 

Colonel Barre rofenext. He confefled that he came with C<?,h Barrc. 
the greateft coplnefs of temper to the Houfe ; but l|is feelings 
were To hurt, at' the Addrefs, and the fpeech of the Miniflcr, 
that \i was with the greaieft diificnliy he could rcftrain his 
indignation,. ..He tooka retrofpeflive view of our late lofTes 
and proceedings i>n the colonies and the Weft-Indies, In one * . 

year we had loft Dominica, tfie following year Grennda, th^e 
next St. Vincent, and now we had loft Tobago. Here ]\p 
proved the defence was fo fmall, in refpeft to foldierfy, xh^t 
the^e was only 41 men ij? the garrifon, and therji were found " 
tierce cannon and four mortars to one man. He' was forry • 
to dirfer from the honourable gentleman (Mr. Burjwe) who 
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addrdis cbttvjey^ that meaning. He did not know how the J* 
had diicovcrcd it to fignify fo much. Certainly it called uppn 
us to pledge themfelv^sto fuppojrt fuch meafures as fhould be 
necelTary.to the m^^inteoaitce of our efTential rights and per- 
manent mterefts, and fo far as the American war went to that 
cnd> io far, but no, farther, did they pledge themfclves. ^It 
would afterwards become a queition, whether the Americaa 
war ihould be profecuted or ^not ? y^heh {( fpctii^c propofitiod 
to that effeft was before the Houfe, then would be the mo* 
UKnt fbr gentlemen to declare tlieir of^tiionj withxefp^flk 
to his owA opinion, it wsis perhaps needleifs for him to fayj ' 

tb>t he had entertained hopes df -a better fate to the gallant 
army under the earl Oorhwallis. It was a moft calamitous 
di£ifter, and what he fhould lament lb the eiid of his life; 
but he was ready, for the Ih^i-e which he bad in it as the A- 
merican feci?eury^^4is his office was comnlohly cilled^ to meet 
'the ftriSeib inquiry that gehtleiiien could wifh to inllitute. 
Tile ibare. which he h^ had in aU the meafures of .the Ame- 
rican war, h/t was ready to avow and to juftify: He had z&^d 
from the jHireft atid'tbe i^ft honeft motives* If genclcnricti 
imagined that he was enamoured pf his Situation, wedded tKi 
it, and lotbe to leave it^ they were miftatoen^ they had oftoti 
heard his ientiments on this fub^eft ; he had never folicited 
the office; he had been called tp it^ and he was ready, with-* • 
oat reluAanc^ or regrfn;^ to quit'lt^j;. at the feme time^ that 
he was not to be brow-beat iior clamoureid out of iti wh.en 
it JKould pleafe his royal iiU&tt it would }>lea{e hhn; 

The noble -L^tdiaid^ he Jiad never been fo fanguine as tp 
liopc;, Of beli^ve^ that we tould reduce Aiherica to ohedienc^ 
hy force bf arms. He never thought this. AU chat he had 
«ver believied, and that he had ever wilbed for was^ to fup- 
{icn-t, and give efficacy to the ftn9ggl!es -of the loyaliils againft 
the inimicali .. He had always underftobd that the Ibyatifls 
were numerous, and that they Wanted nothing but the aifift^. 
;lnceof the Engliih arms to giMe thetn a decisive authority i^ 
the colonies* If he bad been miftak^n in hh opinion; if 
he h^d been imiled in «Ius ioforthation, he could not 
lietpit. He had only to. fay^ that if he n^as in error^ it wa$ 
aa-mtor in. which jie ftill remained^ for he yet belie v6i tha( 
wo had.aialky'rfrieBds id the ccjpnieif^ wbo would {?e happy of 
a raocinjcHUfttion wilihsihis country, upon tprms of dependance. 
Ue^ncjuU liev/er be vbe mitaaiWr who ihould give up that de* 
pGoa^cpi ...fte-^ought ih*t fl^is fiwptry depended upon it? ^ ' 
ciifl^M^ion with America for its very cxiftence. T^kc away 

G Z Am^rica^ 
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America, and we.fliould finik into pcrfcS infignificance ; pre- 
fci vc it, and he would venture to fay, it was yet the brighteft 
jewel in the crown. 

Mr. Dan Mr. Daitieny fpoke With great heat for the farther con- 
^^' ti nuance of the American war. It was a war founded in ju- 
ftice, and neceffary to the honour as well as the interefts of this 
country. In faying this^ he knew that he fpoke the fenti- 
menis of of the city which he was called upon to reprefenr. 
The citizens of BriftoP were willing to facrificc half their 
fortunes in the profecution of it. 

Lord Mait* Lord Maitland fpoke forcibly againft the Addrefs and a- 

^'**^' gainft the farther profecution of the American war. He faid 

that it was the moft idle and ridiculous thing in the world to 
alTert that the Houfe were not pledged to the farther continu- 
. ance of tlie American war. They certainly and clearly were 
fo. He was aftoftifhed that riiinifters fhould perfeverc in 
what they law was fo much againft the wilhes and the incli- 
nations of the people. Had they no apprehenlions of the 
vengeance of a free, a great, and a fuffering people ? but, 
he was forry to fay, that that vigorous fpirit which ufed to dif- 
tinguilh us as a nation, fcem^d now to be latent in our bofoms, 
if it was not altogether dead. There was an indifference a- 
*bout every thing which refpefted the nation, that made him 
tremble' more than the foreign dangers which furrounded us. 
• There was not a people in the world, except ourfelves, who 
would not have been arouzed by the calamity, and have 
*pluckcd thofe men from the.authority which they had abuicd. 
But wc were wedded to misfortune. They had made difafter 
familiar to us. Were they not apprehenfive of the future 
hiftorian ; if they were perfeftly indifferent of their prefent 
figure, what would be faid of incm ? What would even the 
moil favourable and partial friend fay of tliem in writing the 
hiflory of the prefent time. They had a fpecimcn of what 
they were to expeft, in the writings of 6ne«of the" greateft 
hiflorians now living (Mr. Gibbon), who had praifed them 
for the difcovery of the little infigni£cant iiland of Otahcite, 
It) cover the ihaiue, or to conceal their lots of the continent 
6f Amer'cju He adverted to what Mr Orde had faid of the 
duty there was of the people appearing in fuits of armour be* 
forfe the King. He faid it would have a much better efi^ft, 
find would fooner rcftorc us to our native grandeur, if the 
people would appear in fuits of armour before the mlaiftry.' ' 

Mr R" bv. ^^^' Rigly •sidvttxti to what had fallen from Mr. Fox, 
'' relating to an alTeriion which had dropt frotahira at a for- 
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mer period of time- It was very true he had faidj that if 
the conqueft of Cbarles-town did iiot operate decifivcly in 
our favour, he had determined to go tto farther, for one, io 
its profecution. It was his finceic honeft fentimenr, that ix 
would be madnefs to peHevere in the war, againff the evi- 
dence of pofitive and avowed difafFcflion. If he faw that it 
produced no efFeft upon the minds of the people in that 
cotmtry, that they remained fullenly inimical to Great Bri- 
tain, rejcSing her proffered friendfliip, that then he ftiould 
abandon all hopes of reducing America by force. He had 
hefaid this then ; he faid it nowr But whatever might be his 
opinion, wifli regard to the farther profecution of the Ame- 
rican war, the prefent was not the. time when he was called ^ 
npon to deliver it, or to fhew it by his vote. The queftion 
of the American war was not before the HouFe. It was only 
propofed to them, to agree to an addrefs to the Throne, 
prom'ifing to fupport his Majefty in hi$ endeivonrs to main- 
tain and preferve the effential rights and permanent interefts 
of this country. Could there poffibly be a fecohd queftion 
abotit that ? Could the Houfe hefitate a moment 4n agreeing 
with the honourable gentleman, who moved for luch an ad- 
drefs, at fuch a moment ? It met with his, lincere concur-* 
rence; and be gave his vote for it as heartily and as freely 
as he ever did upon any occafion. He covild not help taking 
notice of what had fallen from feveral gentleman, of thett » 
deiiring to take counfel from their conftituents at this criiis. 
What! was not the fenfp of the nation to be cclleflcd in ^ 
that Houfe ? fuch. applications to the. people were unconftitu- 
tional, if not illegal ; they led to difafter, public tumult, *. 
and outrage. He was always againft them ; firft", bcca^fe . 
they were unneceffary ; for the the great conftituent body of 
the people, • having delegated their voice to their reptefenta- 
tives, their reprefentatives only could pronounce it ; and h© 
was -againft it alfo, becaufe it was dangerous, for it tended . 
to difturb the peaceable government of the country. 

General Conway fpoke with great energy againft the farther Geners)» 
profecution of this unnatural war. The arguments that had ^onway. 
been advanced on the one fide of the iHout'e, only went to 
prove, that his Maiefty's mmifters had not dared to do that 
openly, which yet they wifhed to do ; they had not dared to 
call the Houfe to fupport them fpecifically in continuing the 
American war ; but they had done it as effeftually by the 
addrefs which was propofed, as if it had been abfolutely and . ^ 
cxprcflly mentioned. The honourable gentleman (Mr. 

BurkeJ 
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Burke) liad made it matilfeft ; it did' mean, and It could 
' xtiean nothing clfe ; and muft he, in this..moft awful mannery 
pledge himfelf to the farther profecution ©f that, from which 
atl our cviU had fprun^ ? jpuft he go up to his royal niafter^ 
and give him aflfuranGe that he would Aupport liim with k,is 
life and fortune^ in that which he was coavii^ced would hrxpg 
ruin upon his country. He^ould be a tcaitor to his Jeiqg 
aiid country if he was to a£l inthis manner. . 

Mr. Sb^rl- Mr^ Sheridan attacked Mr. Rigby fdr the conteoDKptaous 

^*"* manner in which he had fpoktn, and always did fpe^, of 

the conftitucnt body of the country. He delended the hq* 
. ' nourable member'^s ideas on the fubjcS:, anS argued very 
forcibly on Mr. Kigby's declaration^ that ^Ire Houfe were ia 
poITeilion of all the I'enfe o^ the country. Mr. Sheridan then 
adverted to the arguments that had been urged to claim the 
confidence and fupport -of xhp Houfe ^t thisjunftare* which, 
he faidy all went to prove, that jniflifters yittt entitled xo 
the fupport of the country, in proportion as they ihewed 
themfelves unfit to govern it. Ho was particularly happy 
in his manner of handling what Lord George Germaiae aT^ 
fertedy that he (till continued to r^acd America as this 
brighteft jewel of the crown. 

%ILu Rigby. ^''* Righ^^^ to explain, and faid, he would not have it 
j;o forth, at a Ame there was fo full a gallery^ that he had 
Ipoken fo contemc^uoufly of the rights of the people ; he ixad 
obje£led only to tne difficulty of gathering their fentiments «! 
a peaceable manner. ^ ; 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fax then rofe, (and after fomc debate ou the point . 
of order, refpefting the right of reply, claimed by thofe 
who had made a motion) and^ in another moft ^^allerljr 
fpeech, replied to the arguments which had been advanced osL 
the other fide of the Houfe againft the ameridmcnt whidh he 
liad prppofed, and which had been fo abljj fupported by ar- 
guments of the moil forcible kind i and fo weakly pppofed bj 
fallacious and puerile quibbles. All the argument, if itde- 
ferved the name, or rather all the wrangling, was for the 
^ purpofe of maintaining that the address did not pledge the 
Houfq to the continuance and fupport of the Aaicrioan wax. 
Socohtemptible an.evaiion little defer ved the reception witi^ 
which it had met, but bis honourable friend had Coihpleati|r 
ibverturned it.; for if our language fpokie plainer, or our 
terms were more explicit, he would irfer lo the oool detcrmi^ 
hition of every man, who was not a liiinifter^ ih-thc Hojofe; 
He referred to the hairib and exulting manner in whidi Lorcf 
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K^ulgrayp took up and twifteij an ncpreiSon of his ; and he 
aafwered^ one.by qn«^ every .argmneht that; had been ad- 
vanced. . . . f 
* Thai the Han& divided oa the ami?ndinent ; Aycs^ i ?9 5 : 
noes^ 2Li8:. — ^ The original Addre& was th^ agreed tOy and 
a Camouttee appointed ta draw it up* ' 

4 

November 28. 

\ Mr. Perceval reported from the Cotiiniittte, appointed the MrPtTtgnl 
day before, *to draw up an addrcfe to be prcfentecj tp his Ma- ' 
jejfty, that the committee had drawn up an addrcfk accQc- 
dinglyj which they had direfted himto report to the^Ho^ufe,-. 
He therefore moved for leave to bring it up. 

Sir IVllliam PTake objeSed to the report being brought up, '. ,^.,. 

. » , J . ' u • J t J *.!_ ' . ^ ^ ly r -J Sir William 

and begged to be indulged with a romutc or two. He laid, ^,ke. 
That in the debate of yefterday, unanimity of fentimcnt, 
and a total junftion of peribns, were faid to be the only . 
means to bring this country out of that wretched fitu-. . 
ation in which fhe was at prefent: involved^ Union, 
was certainly an objeft opt to be attaioed by the prefcnt 
addreli; for, as it ftatcd things that were not,, men, inftcad .^ 
pP union, muft rather wi(h to oppofe a war which created 
foth an cxpencc of blood and treafurc ; but, befidss, every 
rational man would naturally inguire how we fliould be able . 
to fupport fo enormous a charge ? The minifter had in- -^ 
formed the Houfe, that there vvould ftill be refourccs in the 
nqttion- fufficient to fupport the war ; if his Lordfhip meant 
that there was money in the country^ his alTertion was un- * 
doubtedly juft j but ftill he would not agree with him that 
there were ftill relburces, b,ecawfe the war bad exhaufted 
theniji as might be cleanly afcertained by the great falling off 
in tb(5 value of land. If the noble Lord in the blue ribbon . 
would §0 down to his eftate in the country^ and aifc'his 
tenants if there were refources, he v #s confident they would, 
aitfwer him in the negative ; that cur refources were exhaufted,, 
appeared alfo from the reduced price of "wool, which had 
fallen in tlie proportion of from 2% and 20 {hillings to iq» ' 
He therefore advifed the noble Lord not to fuffer himfelf iQ 
Ijc deludfcd by the vain hopes, of finding fupplies for feeding, 
a 'waf,^ which had . already fwallowed lip almoft aU the re* 
fourccs of the country. ' ,- 

Sir Philip Jennings Clerh fppke to an affcrtion of the mi- ^^ p. t 
nitler on the day before,, and alio in the Addrcfs, that ^* the Cicrkc. * 
w^x was a juft. ^nd neccffary war, to maintnin the cflential 

rights 
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rights of the empire.'* This he denied ; it was no fach 
thing; and we could not with any truth aver, that we went 
to war with America for the maintenance of any juft rights ; 
for A mcricans prcfcntcd a petition, by the hands.of Mr. Penn, 
offering to ngree to any fair, decent, and honourable terms. 
He could not, therefore, confent to a pofitive falfhood, and 
be an accomplice in faying that the war was either juft or 
honourable ; and he could not therefore agree to the addrcfs. 
In that petition, Congrefs, he well remembered, exprefsly 
declared themfelves rckdy and willing to accede to any terms 
confiftcnt with' their own freedom, and calculated to prefervc 
the honour jof the mother country. What could be more 
deccnf^, what more dutiful ! But that petition was rejeftcd ; 
Mr, Pcnn was rcfufod to be heard, and thence' the fpring of 
all our calamities ; whoever therefore fuggfftcd that meafure 
was refponfible for all the mifchiefs that had cniu^d, and 
ought to anfwer for them. The minifter had called for 
^nion ; how was it poffible that they who had always repro- 
bated the American war, could now be brought to agree to 
its continuance ? It was impoflible, 
Mr. Dun- Mr. Dnncomhe took notice of an obfervatioh of Mr. Fox, 
combe. t|,^ ^^y before, that ** by the amendment which he propofed, 
members would have an opportunity of confulting their con- 
stituents before they pledged themfelves to the continuance 
of the war." This, he laid, he very much dc()rcd to do ; 
as, by that means he fhould have an opportunity of dif- 
charginghis duty, and aSing agreeable to the'wifhcs of that 
moft reipeftable and numerous body of freeholders whom he 
was delegated to reprcfent. Indeed he partly knew their 
fentimcnts. He knew th^t they abhorred the American war ; 
he was'therefore at no lofs to aft upon that fubjeft. .With 
regard to the refourccs talked of fo frequently by the nobhc 
Lord in the blue ribbon, if J)e meant the few guineas in 
gentlemen's pockets, thirv mi^ht be found fome little money ; 
but virith regard to the people ijn general, the cafe was widely 
diifFerent, the faft ftanding exaftly as the honourable Baro- 
net who Ipoke laft but one had ftatcd it. He faid the Ame- 
rican war was generally odious, and he wa? perfuaded, how- 
ever, gentlemen within doors might be pleafed to argue, 
* th'cre was not a man, if he was to aflc him his real fentinfients 
without thofe walls, who would not a\rknowledge that the 
American war had nearly exhaufted the blood and treafurc 
of this country, and was big with ruin. 
MiWiHiam ^^^- fVipiam Pitt fpoke next,. He rofe he' faid to give 
vent to thofe fcniiments of indignation vvhich^ in the prc- 
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Cent difaftrous fitaatlon of ;Our,affa]rs, he found it itiipofflbte 
for him to fupptefi, tliey rendered his lituation too diilref- 
iing to be bofne in filcnce; the duty he owed to his fovereiga 
and to his owil country would not permit hini to remain in 
filence when he faw minifters running headlong into mea^ 
fures which could end only in the ruin of the ftate J he wifhi- 
td to ihew his attachment to his fovereign and his family^ 
by holding td hini a language which Would fliew him that 
he had been deceived by thofe to whom he looked foi* ad^ 
vice ; he wifhed to difcharge his duty to his cduntry^ by en^ 
deavouring to prevent Parliament from precipitately voting 
an addrefs which pledged the Houfe in the moft dire£i man^ 
ner to profecute the Americail war, and fupport the conti- 
nuance of that fatal fyftem which had led this country fiep 
by ftep to the moft calamitous and difgraceful iituation that ' 
ever a once flourifhing and glorious empire could poffibly be 
driven to ! a iituation that threatened the final diifolution of 
the empire, if not prevented by timely, wife, and vigorous 
efforts. He implored them to paufe a moment^ and coniidet 
what they were doing. Th^ Addrefs then at the bar was 
couched m terms the moft hypocritical and deluUve, and if 
i'uffered in a crifis fo alarming and melancholy to be pub^* 
lifhed to the virorld as the real fentiments of the Houfe of 
Commons, it would be an additional misfortune, grcatet 
than any that had yet preceded it* It would at once deceive 
the King, proftltute the judgment of Parliament^ and degrade 
its dignity^ infult the people^ and fuperinduce confequcilces ^ 

fatal to the very being and exiftence of the empice. It was 
an hoaeft and a faithful line of condufi in them to warn 
both the fovereign and people of the dangers that were com- 
mon to bothi It was not the bafe and deceitful language of 
adulation which Parliament fbould adopt ; but that ftile and 
that manner which became a body of men equally attached 
to their fovereign and their conftituents. He was unable to 
account for the confidence of minifters, in propofing an ad- 
drefs which pledged Parliament to meafures^ithout vouchfa- 
fingto give that Parliament any fketch or outline of thofe 
plans and meafures which the Houfe were called upon to 
fanfiify ; in the better days of Parliament fuch conduft 
would have been treated with the indignation which it de-> 
ferved* They pretended to argue that the Addrefs did not 
pledge the Houfe to the war with America. — It was puerile 
to fay fo. He was defirous to force minifters to break through ~ 
Vox-. V; H the 
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the fupcrcilious filence in which thofe planR were veiled ; or 
to iilence the empty loquacity with which they endeavoured 
to argue men cue of their fenfes. He afked^ if there was a 
man in the Houfe, who, after the tate difafter which had 
befallen this country, couid truft the admimftrsition of affairs 
in the hands of the prefent minifters } Gentlemen would re- 
colle£l the fupplies that had been voted ; the means that hitd 
been devifed and adopted; the powers that had been entral'* 
ted to them ; and the ufe that they had n^de of them ; that 
tjfc was loudly proclaimed by the captivity of Lord Corn- 
wallis and his army. Were gentlemen then difpofed to truft 
ftill the management of a war to the care of men wh6 had 
alread v made fo had a ufe of the confidence of Parliament } 
Was the .American war to have no end ? And were the mi- 
nifters, who, by all their nieafures, had only convinced the 
nation of the abfurdity of carrying it on, to come to that 
Houfe, and to propofe an addrefs which tied them down to 
|>rofecute the war, of the impropriety, abfurdity^ in- 
jufticc, and ruinous -tendency of which every man in the 
Houfe was convinced ? What could make the American war 
an objeft fo fteadfaftly to be adhered to ? Was there any 
national objeft in the purfuit ? Certainly there was none 
The real truth was, it was an appendage to the Pirft Lord of 
the Treafiiry too dear to be parted with ! it was the grand 
pillar, built on the ruins of the conflitution, by which he 
held his fituation ; the great means of extending that baiefttl 
influence of the Crown on which alone he placed all his &- 
curity ! But how could they expeA that Parliament would 
repofe confidence \u them, when they themfelves had no 
bond of union between them } In his (bul, he was fatisfied, 
that if he was to go from one end of the Treafury- bench to 
the other, and alk every man who fat on it, if he couW trufl 
his neighbour } they wbuld all anfwer in the negative : and 
yet they cxpeftcd that confidence from Parliament which 
they had not in one another. 

Ever fince he had left the Houfe he fpent his time in afk- 
ing himfclf what arguments .had been given ftrong enough 
to perfuade the Hoofe to go on with this war. One of its 
avowed fupporters, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, 
ipeaking of the American war had declared, that he ever had 
confidered it, and ftill did confider it, as a war juftand ne- 
ceffary^ founded on the claim of a right that was undifputed* 
With regard to the grammatical or logical correfti^^fs of thai 

reafon^ 



reafon^ he would not inftitutc an inqairy, nor would he 
now cnrcr into an, argument upon the juftice of the war; 
that point having been AifBcifently difcuflcd, for mankind 
to have made up their minds upon it. What the noble Lord 
iDeant by ncccffity, if he meant any thing fhort of a phyfical 
ncceffiry, he was at a lofs to imagine. That an end could 
not be pat to the war, if Parliament refolved on fuch a raea* 
fure, was too abfurd an idea to be maintained. The war 
had been proved by fatal experience to be fruiilcfs, and every 
day that we perfifted in it clearly tended rather to create new 
difficulties than fmooth the path to peace and friendfhip. 
That the war was originally juft and neceflary was, however, 
the only argument of one noble Lord ; let the Houfe recolleft 
what had fallen from another floble Lord, whofe fituation 
rendei^d all that he faid upon the fubjeft peculiarly the ohjeft 
of attention. That noble Lord had held a very different 
language. Without laying claim to that boldnefs of pride 
and ambition, which alone could generate the hope of ma- 
king Ametitfa the viftim of conqueft, he had faid, all his 
hope , refted on the more mild, lenient, and moderate ex- 
pectation of the practicability of fending a fufficicnt force 
into the country, to enable the numerous friends of Great- 
Britain to get the better of the party that oppofed them, 
and had poffeffed themfelves of power. The noble Lord had 
told theni, that he never imagined America could be reco- 
vered by arms, but that the loyalifts, who were much fupc- 
riortO'fhe hoftile, would be able, with their affiftance, to 
effeft all that could be wiftied for. In order to fee the wif- 
dora of this conceit, Mr. Pitt advifed the Houfe to look back 
to the events of the war, and efpecially to thofe of the laft 
cam^&ign, which were too recent, and of which every man'*s 
breaft was too full to render it neceffary for him to undergo the 
anguifh of defcribing them. Above all, he begged the Houfe, 
if they wanted farther proof of the power of proteftion which 
Great-Britain was warranted to hold out, let them look at 
the articles of the capitulation of Lord Cornvvallis, and let 
them caft their their eye on the aniwer to the tenth article. 
They would there fee, that all the friends of Great- Britain, 
all the loyalifts, who had been treacheroufly deluded to join 
Lord Cornwallis, and deceived by falfe hopes and ill-found- 
ed prom ifes, fo far from being protcfled, were left to the* 
civil juftice of the country. What the civil juftice of Ame- • 
rica was, it was utterly impoffible for' him to fay, but if 

H z the' 
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tbc fame treacherous fyftem th^t had long diigraced Great- 
Britain was fuffercd to be pcrfcvcred in after what had hap- 
pened, perhaps the civil juflipe of this country Would fopa 
oytrtake fome men, who were undoubtedly much more pro- 
per objeds of its operation than thofe unfprtunate wretcho^, 
^ho, looljing up to the Britilh ftahdard with that reverence 
pnd opinion of its influence which in better time9 it was 
wont to create, had fooliflily f^crificcd their lives and for- 
tunes to the empty promifes of an abandoned adminiftration^ 
He aUced, where, under the dreadful preiTure of national 
calamity, was a monarch of a free people to take Refuge, 
and find refource, biit in the honeft, undifguifed, aqd loyal 
councils of his fubjefts ? Would fallacy adttiinifter comfort 
tp the wounded mind } Would fraud fupport ^ falling ftate J 
He concluded by protefting, that nothing but his duty to hi^ 
fovereign and Uis country, h^d aduated him to call upon 
miniflers to give fotpe information tq th^ Houfc. He had 
fpoken froip no private, perfonal motives ; his feelings and 
his views were public : he wifhed for information on the 
two points he had particularly meqtioiied ;r— their intention 
with regard tp the farther prqfecution of the American war, 
and fome oiitline qf the manner in which they intended to 
purfue it. On thefe two beads he called for and expe£ted 
fcjine informatiop. 
Id Adv. for The Lord Advocate for Scotland faid, after many high com- 
icbclaiid. plimept$ to the honourable gentleman, that though no roinif- 
tc;^, and confequently unable to give the honourable member 
th^ information he required, he thought himfelf hound to 
give the Houfe the reaibns which had induced him to give 
his vote to the Addrefs, which the honourable member 
Mr. Orde) held in his hapd, at the har» He would tell the 
[oufe fairly that before he came to town he expeftcd to hear 
of the misfortune which had happened, and this from a firm 
idea that it was bv^t foo probable : it did hapipen ; and he 
had read the Addrefs feveral times, and with a jealous eye, 
to dHcover whether there \^as a word in it, • by which he 
fhould be pledged \o cpncur in the profecution of the Ame- 
rican war ; but he had not difcovered a fyllable in it that 
h^d any fuqh tenden9y j and tl^erefore he had not felt any 
difficulty in giying his vote for the Addrefs, He thought it 
would have been improper for him to pledge hinifelf for the 
profecution of the war in America ; but he felt that it would 
have been equally improper for him not tp have ufed a 
maoly and firm language in tjie Addrefs, by which all Europe 

might 
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might be convinced that no difafter, however great (and n^ 
one believed the late misfortune to be greater than he did) 
could deprefs the fpirit or fink the courage of the nation. 
The language of the Addrefs was fpirited ( but in his opi- 
nion it was fo far from pledging Parliament to the Ame- 
rican war, that whenever the expediency of continuing that 
war fhould become a queftion in that Houle, every gentle- 
man who had voted for the Addrefs, vi^ould be as free to vote 
for putting an end to the war as if no fuch addrefs had ever 
been propofed. This was his opinion ; and the two noble 
Lords , in office, who fat near him, faid, in the laft night's 
debate, that Uieir fentiments, with refpcft to the Addrefs, 
were exadly the fame. Now it was Angular indeed, that 
ihofe who might be fuppofed to be moft concerned in framing 
the Addrefs, had publicly difavowed all intention of binding 
the Houfe by the Addrefs to purfue the American war; and 
yet the gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe would force 
upon them a meaning which they dilclaimed : tbofe who 
framed the Addrefs beft knew the purport and meaning of 
the words ; thofe who had voted for it knew upon what 
grounds they gave their vote : they all declared that they 
did notvunderftand themfelves to be pledged by it to profe- 
cute the war in America ; and yet the gentlemen who had 
voted againft the Addrefs pretended to know the meaning 
better than thofe who voted for it, and would thus force 
upon them a meaning which they utterly difavowed ; this, 
he muft needs fay, was far from being candid : there muft 
be fome fecret caufe for this forced interpretation of words, 
of which their natural purport would not admit. 

The term *^ American war" was often ufed on both fides 
of the Houfe ; but it was a term fo indefinite, that unlefs 
gentlemen, would be explicit he might miftake their mean* 
mg : the term might mean a war carried on over lakes and 
rivers, through woods and provinces, or, to fay all in one 
word, a continental war in America. Was that the war 
which gentlemen wifhed to fee determined? If it was, let 
them fay fo ; and the matter be brought to a decifion. I'here 
was another fort of war, which might confift in keeping fome 
places in America, fuch as New- York, Halifax, and Charles- 
town, (if we now have thofe places) ; the prefervarion of 
thofe places by arms might be called zn jlmtrican war. Now, 
of thefe two forts of American war fome gentlemen might 
VQte for one who would condemn the other. Would it be 

proper. 
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proper, therefore, without any previous deliberation, to re« 
^ probate the war in America, uiider the vague nami; of the 
Jmerlcan war? Surely no. It might perhaps be expedient, 
furrouDded as we are by old, hereditary, natural, and powerful 
enemies, to confine our operations in America to a fmall 
cpmpafs, in order to turn our chief force againft thofc ene- 
mies; that we might thereby regain our former rcfpe^labls 
fituation among the belligerent nations of Europe ; and at 
the fame time be ready to avail ourfelves of every favourable 
occurrence in Atnerica to fecure the trade and commerce of 
that country* Matters were now brought toacriiis; and 
minifters would be obliged, without delay, to make up their 
minds upon the plan of operations that they muft purfue ; 
there was not much time for deliberation ; decided refolu- 
t^s moft ibon be taken ; Deliberat Roma^ perit Sagtouum : ' 
if tney fhould go on much longer without taking fome final 
refolve, the country might be undone. The neceffity of a 
fpeedy refolution was fo apparent, that if the deliberations 
ihould be very long the refolve might be made too latc« He 
did not mean or wifh to conceal his fentiments; he wiffaedl 
to fpcak clearly ; though he ^id not mean to deliver, at that 
moment, any opinion on the meafures that fhould be adopted, 
or the fpecies of war which ought to be carried on in Ame- . 
rica: it was not, however, that he had not an opinion on 
the fubjcft; he certainly had one; but he would wait for 
another opportunity to fpeak it. This much, however, he 
thought proper for the prefcot, to fpeak the language of 
fortitude and manlinefs in the Addrefs; for it ou^t not to 
be confidered .fimply as an Addrefs, but as a manifefto, caU » 
culated to let all Europe know that we were not deprefled 
with a misfortune. : the language of defpondency would be ex* 
tremely improper, whether our refolves fhould be for war or 
peace : if for war, it would be abfurd ; if for peace, it would . 
ferve to reilider our enemies more untradable and lofty in 
their terms ; in cither cafe, therefore, a bold, energetic, and. 
fpirited promile of af&ftance was the fitteft for that Houfe 
to adopt : but to fay that to agree to a manly Addrefs would 
be to pledge that Houfe to prol'ecute the American war, was 
faying what the plain text of the Addrefs, without a com-^ 
ment, would notjuftify. 

Infinuations, he ohierved, were frequently thrown out 
againft minifters ; and fometimes it was faid they fupported 
meafures which they did not approve, and which were dia- 
metrically 
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mctricafliy oppofitc to their own principles. Such iniinua- 
• ' tions as thefc, he believed, were not unfeldom fuggcfted 

- merely for the fervice of the moment, and by gentlemen 
• who dilbclieved them even when they ufcd them. It was a 

- facrcd maxim in the conftitution, that ** the King can do 
.' no wrong :'* this maxim was neceffary for the perfonal fafety 
' of the fovereign, and for the free deliberation of Parliament; 
: ■ but then this maxim implied, that, whatever was wrong in 

' the adminiftration of the ftate, was to be afcribed to the 

- cabinet minifters of the monarch* This maxim fecured to 

:: thofc minifters the confidence of Parliament, becaufc Parlia- 

:^ ment knew that the fervants of the Crown were not igno- 

: rant that they, and not the fovereign, were refponfible for 

V. the afts of ftate : but while Parliament was repofing con&- 

:; dence in the opinion of minifters, it ought to be fare th;it 

: * thefe minifters were purfuin^ their own opinions. If a minif- 

:' tcr, accufed of mal-adminiftration, fhould fay, ** I was 

: - over-ruted in the cabinet, and was obliged to give way to 

; the majority of the council;" fuch a defence could not, and 

ought not, to be admitted by that Houfe. Such a minif- 

, tcr had means in his power, by which he might have fcreened. 

. himfelf from refpbnfibility in becoming an accellary to the 

guilt of others ; he might have refigned; " and that minifter, 

** who, to preferve his fituation, could fubmit to concur in 

; *' meafures that he condemned, muft be one of the meaneft of 

*' mortals ; he betrayed his truft, and deferved the execratioa 

** of his country** : the conduft he fhould purfue would be to 

propofe his plans to his fovereign ; if they were approved, 

they would of courfc be carried into execution ; if they weire 

difaproved, he fhould lay down his employment. The Lord 

Advocate hoped that no one would fuppofc he alluded in the 

fmaltefi degree to his noble, friend (Lord North) ; every 

one knew the fricndfhip that fubfifted between them ; and 

that he would go any length to fupport his private- and his 

public character: he fpoke in generals; but he could not 

help repeating, that the minifter, who would lacrificc his '■ 

opinion to preferve his fituation, was unfit for fbciety. 

The learned Lord afked, to what end could the minifters 
aim at holcjing out a delnfion by meaning one thing by the 
Speech and Addrefs, and declaring in the mol}: exprcfs man- 
ner that they meant another ? He would be bold to fay that 
Parliament could nor be enfn^ired by fuch a delufion. The 
matter was impaffible; the deluiion would pot hold a week : ^' 

the 
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the fallacy muft be deterred. -Befides» it muft be a willing 
Parliament indeed that could be enfnared by fuch a poof, 
iitiful delufion. or that ~ could receive fuch an ^impofition. 
It was here callftd out, from the other fide, Parliament would 
receive any impofition.] If they would, faid the learned Lord^ 
the noble Lord in the Uue ribband need not have takefi fo 
round-about a method of deluding them. Common plrb- 
ititutes reqyire not much courtfhip or dalliance to win their 
favour. But certainly, in the prefent cafe, the cheat would 
be a very extraordinary one, Wete it poffible to be a cheat, 
becaufe it muft 40 foon difcover itfelf. His Lordfhip then 
argued upon the meaning of the words of the Addrefs, and 
faid, as the Houfe knew, he pretended not to be a great 
mailer of the Englifh language, yet he had fufficient know- 
ledge of the import of words, added to a fmall (hare of com- 
mon fenfe, to be convinced that the Addrefs, as it was pen- 
ned, pledged gentlemen to no one fpecilic line of condufi: in 
that Houfe, but was merely that fort of language which it was 
moft fit, under the circumftances of the times, for Parlia- 
ment to hold to their fovereign. He took notice of the ar- 
guments of feveral gentlemen in the debate of the preceding 
day, and obferved, that one gentleman had recommended the 
fending a herald to France to fue for peace; an idea which he 
' reprobated as in the highcft degree timid and impolitic* The 
capture of feven thoufand brave men, under a noble and gallant 
commander, was certainly a ferious and a fevere circumftance; 
but it was not to be futmounted by any a£ts of defpondency ; 
vigorous exertion.only could retrieve the misfortune. 

t'* '^'a ^^* ^* "^^^^fi^^ fpoke with energy againft the Ad-^ 
Towttibeo j^gfg^ applauded the learned Lord for expremng his detefta- 

tion of thofe minifters who fufFered themfelves ta be over- 
ruled in their own department, and, from the mean defire 
of pref^rving their emoluments, fubmitted to execute the 
mcafures of which they did not approve. He trufted that 
his convi£lion in this point would be followed by his convic- 
tion in many others ; and he fliould be extremely happy to 
fee the noble Lord inftitute the qucftion at which he had 
hinted — of the propriety of abandoning, or of continuing 
the American war : perhaps it might profper in his hands. 
He faid, when his honourable friend talked of the fuperci-^ 
lious filehce and empty loquacity of thofe who had under-^ 
taken to palm aix Addrefs, palmed with the groiTeft adulation 
on the Houfe, he expefied that the empty loquacity would 
take refuge in their fupercilious filencc ; but he was miHa- 

ken; 
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ken : iha leiir«ied Lord kad fpoken oufy and he thanked hiih 
for >t tie wifhod him therefore to make the mptton, whichV 
he faiidy would force gemlemen to fpeak odt. The honoarabte 
gemlem^Q iaid^, that be was ve#y defirous of giving fupjy^^t 
to ]»i« Majeftv in the ptoiecuiioo of fuch tiieaifores as fboitld 
be peceiTary in the maisiten^nee of our rights and interefts') 
borhe could not agree io fke Addrefi^ becaufe it certainly . 
and ckatly pledgiS the Houfe to the contt-nuaifce of tbt . 
Amer tc9^Er war. He paid a vmfvot tribute of praife to Lord 
Corawaltis, who^ when reduced to that extremity that htt 
was eonftrained to furrender thofe f6)die#s,^ to whoifi he had 
ftftedtike^ and who loved bimy as a father^ yet his firft carci 
was to prdetfve the fleet, upoa which he kheW the very eiSf* 
fence ©f this coontry depended^ What did the firft Lord di 
the Admiralty dderve^ who failed to refcue this brave man^ 
and his gaiiant band of followers^ who were perhaps the 
pricne of die Engtiih ariiiyr But he fuppofed be fhoiild be 
coi^reftttd by the advocate 6f this Lord of the Admiralty^ the 
taember for Huntingdon^ dmd totd, that calli^ng thefe men 
the prtcne of the army, was aa iafulf to thofe faldiers wbfo, ^ 
were iiei prtfent* 

Lord Alufgrmai faid, if the honourable gentleman meant ^^^^ ^^^^ 
by the ternfi advocate any thing elfe than the friend fhij^ of gme. ' 
poe honeft man as anr>ther^ he tnifreprefented and flandfered 
hifia^^ He vru as mdependent^ as hotieft, atid as zealous tb 
pf€miote, by pertbnai exertion or fufitrihg^ the welfare d( 
hisr country^ as the membnr fot WtMtchUrch) oi^ aiiy other 
taan idi (he Hottfe* 

Mr. T. Taum/imd faid he had anfwered an aflertlon of the Wr. Tho. 
* noble Lord flairly ; and as eo^ the term ath&catt^ hfe wauld ToWnihtiiit 
give him no enplanation of it whatever. Of the ftrft Lord 
of the Admii<atty^ as a piiibiic man, be had a right to fpeak, 
md t^ proclaioi huo, t^hat he fincerely thought he was^ a 
poblic criilkindly and the author of all our naval calamities^. 
In referring to what the noble Lord ftiid yefterday^ he was 
xegular^ fbrthepreftttt was in the natureof an a<^ourh6d debatr^ 

The Houfe int«rfiMrcd* Mr* George Onflow fpoke to 
order. The Speaker blamed the gentlemen f<!»r making ufe 
of tbe names of the tefpedlve {^aces for which* they ferved* 

Mr. ]^QX cengratnlat^ hist honourable friend, Mr. Pttt^ Ut, t^ 
on the vetiy powex^uVe&ft which' had arifen f/om his ora- 
tory* In one ^ecb he had done that which other Icfs able • 
men had been attempting in vain to bring about for yearsi 
Ho Ind drlMrar Mm' « petibn/ connefled with adminiflration, 
foioHhtnfir liije .90 opei^ audi' a-' frte (kolaf«i|tw% This was to 
. Yirt.V, I -bo 
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. be ranked among the other attfpicious omens which had at* 
tended his introdufiion into that Houfe. He uiied the words 
" fomcthing like fpeaking out," becaufe, till the learned 
Lord cleared bis doabts, and explained certain points that 
appeared to him to require explanation, he could not fay that 
the noble and learned Lord's fpeech was fo explicit &nd To 
open as he poilibly would wifh the Houfe to fuppofe. Upon 
the whole, the learned Lord had fpoken out, and he 
thanked him for doing fo, tnd trufted he would explain the 
doubt that he had left upon his mind. But firft the learned 
Lord had faid a great deal on the ground of gentlemen's having 
forced a meaning upon the Addreu, to which he, by voting for 
it, never intended to pledge himfelf. In anfwer to this, he 
* could only fay, that every production committed to writing 
muft be judged of and conftrucd by ifs phrafeology and by 
its words* It was no argument to him for a minifter or bis 
advocate ; (he begged pardon for the word, it really was an 
accidental lapfe of expreiHon ; he meant the friend, de- 
, fender, or iupporter of the minifter ; but he hoped his errof, 
which he folemnly declared was unintentional, would con- 
vince the noble Lord over the way [Lord Mulgrave] that the 
word advocate might be ufed witnout any deiign of offence.) 
To return to his fqbjed, it was no argument to him, that a 
minifter, or the fupporter of a minifter declared in his place, 
that he did not mean what the words committed to black and 
white actually imported. He could not diflbciate language 
and ideas ; liter a feripta manet ; and he muft ntceftarily direft 
his arguments to that which was likely to become a parlia- 
mentary record, and not to the fleeting fpeech of an hour. 
But to leave arguing npon a point which had been fe much 
dlfcuftecl, and about which, in fad,> there could not be a 
fecond opinion. He wilhed to come to that which he would 
beg the learned Lord to explain. If the Houfe had been 
called upon to pledge themfelves for the fupport of the Ame- 
rican war, then there would have been reafon for all this 
debate ( ^^ but that a day, and an opportunity would occur 
foon when the Houfe would fairly come to ifiue on the qoef- 
tion of the American war." This is what he wilhed to have 
explained. When would that day and that opportunity 
occur ? How was it to be brought about ? He wilhed 
linccrcly for the learned Lord to be. explicit upon this head. 
How w-s it to be brought to jflue } ' He confeffcd, for his 
art, he faw many difficulties, * . 

ove,for acknowledging the independence of America, 
\^P. in^pfoger oieans io£ bringiagirto ii&e^ for that 
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would prevent tis' from taking advantage of circumftaqccSf 
To niiovc for thi withdrawing of troops wpuld be unfeafon- 
ablc, for it might be neccflary to the profecutidn of the war 
againfk France to hold military flations in America. To 
difagrce to st continental war would be improper, for a dif-«. 
put^ would arlfc about the meaning of the term continental 
war. In fhort, he' knew not how the queftion could come 
to ifliie : if the learned Lord really meant what he faid, he 
would have nx) bbjeftion to ftate what day and what queftion 
he alluded ,to, when he faid the day was near, on Which gen-' 
tlemen muft 'fpeak fully and fairly to the queftion of the* 
^American war. That day he longed for with the moft eager- 
impatience J and if he could pofllbly guefs, he fhould fuppofc 
tke day meatif, was that, when the army was to be voted,* 
The leiarnec! Lord had ftood up with ^ degree of m^nly firm- 
riefs, not very common to the friends of the minifter on the 
prefent occafion ; and he had declared, he meant to be ex V 
plicit* If he really meaht What he faid, he would have no 
objeftion to fpeak out, and declare what day he alluded to, 
If this queftion was not fairly anfwered, he would he bold 
to tell the noble and learned Lord, that his affeftation of 
i^eaking out,, was, If poffible^ more contemptible than thq^ 
hackneyed evalio'ns of the minifter. 

'I he ItOrd'Aihtjcate'f^iSy when minifters called upon the TheLdAdf^ 
Houfcf to.votc'a jubftitution of force to replace the feven thou '^''"^e. 
land men loft witK Lord Cornwallis, they muft rfieet tlie quef- 
tion fully; [Mr. Fox called over for an explanation of the 
word fubftitutip'n. *The Lord Advocate repeated' liis firft 
ftntchce.-- Mr. Fox fhook his head ! J 

Mr.; Biirh rofe 'next : He declared ttat if any thing yet Mr, Pprl«« 
remained ncceiTary to 'be done dr-faid to cdnvinte the Houfe 
that the' Addrefs pledged them ^ the continuance of the 
American war^ he would rea^ part of the Addrefs of'the Hpufe 
to the King in the year 1778, which pledged them to the 
fupport of tljc French ^nd American, war for the fake of 
our rights and interefts, 'This he faid was'W$ text on 
which hp tvonld preach*, by comparing this wi'th'the aflertion, 
that it prtedged i:he Houfe' ta nothing ; and .ccimpafing bott^ 
with the iaiiffuage of the Scotch,, an^ tl|e Jrifh, and thei 
Englifli minifter? ; and laftlyj' by*cQmpartri^''and'r\pp(ylng 
them all*to the qohfctetices ojf th^ Houfe. The Acidreis wai 
a detufion, and he was nqt i Vittle amazed to hear the Ip^rnrd 
Lord make it an argument tftat it could not be a deluftoh^ 
bccaufe it could bhly laft 4 Week'; good Gqdj 'flidTthe pobfe 
iqd learned "Lord know fo very^liSie of 'chetrijn^ftet, 'as 16 
* * I * imaging 
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to 

Imagine, that tbe (hortiiefs of time, which ? delofioii f:o\il4 
exift, was any reaion for hU not praftiiing it i The nobl^ 
Lord dealt in cheats and dclufions j tl>cy were the daUy 
traffic of his invcntipn ! A week J The noble Lord had 
pftcn held out a cheat for half that time ! J*or 4 d^y 9nly ! 
Nay, for a finglc liQur, He had pra£tifcd cheats upon the 
Houfc, whjch died away even before the debate w^s «ndcd^ 
to favour which they were contrived. Had not that Houfe 
<feen the noMe Lord's chq^t ppon the fubjeft of the Concilia- 
tory prppofitions ? Had they not witneucd his dexterity in- 
laying down his own cheat on that occafion, and adopting 
another which he thought he played off more advantageoufly ) 
The noble Lord wouTjd continue to p}ay off- his cheats and 
4elu(ions on that Houfe «s long a<i he thoqght it neceflfaryg 
?nd had money enough at pommand to bribe gent;temen to 
pretend they b.elieved them ! It was no argutpent^ there-? 
fore, to fupppfe that the 'fhortnefs of time for which they 
V^ere likely to operate, proved that they were not in faft de- 
I'ufions. The hpnour^ble jgentleman faid, the |camed Lord, 
had ipgenioqily endeavoured to throw obfcurity apd c^n- 
fu(]on on the manner of condufting the war; nay^ th(p roi- 
Ijifters thcmfclvcs were hot clpar in their ground . ^efpefting 
the Addrefs ; he faid the Scotch Secretary of StJrtc apd the 
|riib Secretary of State, had both of themt in anptiicr pl^ce, 
held a language to^^ly. different from that of the SoDth 
Britifli minifter in that Houfe. The Scotch and Ijrifii Se- 
cretaries had fxprefsly dec^red, that th^ Addrerfs did pledge 
thoife yvhp voted for it to a profccption of thje Aib^eric^ WVt 
the one direftly faid they were pledged, the oApr iUQte4 
the fame ^Wpg- [ The South ^ritilh Secretary and his fvip- 
porters had told the Houfe the (Jireft contrary • What ii^rt 
of confidence then ought gentlen^eo to place la an i^dnpioLT* 
t;r*^tiQn, VJ^hcrc therp was ip glaring a ^rant of ppnc^rt i 
What firmnefs, what vigour ceial4 arjfe froqi.tjie; cottociUo^ 
^en fo difunked ? How yvas thjs differ aicc of a^rgument 
ppon tbp fame fubjcflk to be ^ccovmted for J Was it owing 
to their difFercut places of biirth ) Were ScotqBu trifli, and 
;ngli(h fo j[u|pb\ed together, that there vk9& t Bfahcl in the 
Cabinet, and fuch a ^onfuuQn of tongues, th^t the one 
could not underftancl Vi^h'^t^ the other faid J Th^ learn,e4 
Lord told t^ie H^^^^t hc^oi^o^^tncaa to pledge, fein^fclf for 
the profecution of the American war^^ whep he voted for the 
Addrefs } Wh^t fatisfaftion was that to the Houfe ? The 
fjeclaration vvas the privaxe de^lat-ation of aa individual 
vf^ember pf ^arlianientf TheA^dreft was the aft of the 
^ * : ' Wpufcs 
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HoijU^ I bi|t II9W he ta«w to apply ta the <2cm(€te»ceft of th» 

Hooffe) aod t9 4H*cbarg^ ht9 owiit The teath article of tbe ^ 

CapitytyU^li i]j|o«ke(|,^b^ be^Qd meafur^* Earl Cornwallis 

wa^ fQvfiti rto fia^9«9^ up 10 tbe civil jurifdidion of did 

icouaitry the loyalifts who bad cotp^ to hin llandard* Thefd 

m«it w^ b^ biaftcbered ia cojd blood ; they were doomed to 

be huHgi 4niwn9 alid<tuart«red| lUid a young Priace qf the 

blood W91S ftnt out to be fpe{tator of tbe hbrrid execu^oas 

pf tbo<e who ware ^a^Uifig tbt rebellion againft the Crowo, 

f^eci)iQe4 for rebolUag againft the Congrefs^ What a fceoe, 

GriG^ boy fur t^e em of the royal youths to behold the. ^ 

£au})tAila4hfreoi9 of hi$ Father hanging in quarters qb. every 

lie^u^i^t aa be faiU jdongt What a report to make of tho 

Qbjfft^ l^al^ firft ftm^k bk view io tiiat country, where ho 

wa& tangbt ^ hope beJbould be every where received witb 

W«k0t|]^,. Har&y, Sir» { beheld tlie. bloody remnants of our 

f^tbf^^f.fnond, Mr* Williams, gibbetted up for a terror to 

^ wfi¥> ^boTf lo U9 ; aod a Utile lartb<9r another friend^ 

aE^ yi^ anoUftcf^ and another* But h not this one fa£t 

^iwmnji 4 tboafaod^ fuf&cient to convince us of the horrible 

Hii^f^ty of tb^qfieaAirc( we have hitherto purfued ? aod is it 

Upl ^o ftrPilgff^ waC<m foi- oor fo^ifaking a fyftcm fo perni- 

(MUs > Ha vvorkf^ iip H^. pafiiom (o. mnch in defcanting oa 

tb^ SlOckiog crualty of the circumftance, that his wholo 

f/aine w^i viiibly aa4 violently agitated. He declared the^ 

blood: of all tbci :A9a^ricataB, wlio loft their lives in .confe^ 

^M£e:«f thl^'Cap^ulatipAy rcftejtoa the head of Lord Corn- 

wallisy or of mmiftry, ' As he had no right to charge him 

wilbil.iarihc other Houfe, where the Ear! was entitled to a 

f^at^: ba ^Ald mfine tbofe walls re-<echo with it, till Lord 

Q^Awailis bad ancoontsed for a condUft fo di%taceful to 

tbf^ ^'i^^b 09tfne, fo diftreffing to humanity ! and while he 

dH lbifi» be had the bi^aft and moft refpeAful r^ard for 

Ibcb Wrlio^ of tba noible Ear i. Sostxt dreadfnl cirenmftancea 

SH^ bava attfoded the giving up of his friends. He drew 

a coio^nron betwec»i the condu& of General Burgoyne at 

^be fuf Fender at Saralogp^ and that of Lord Cornwallis at 

Y^irVtowov He remioded nuniftersOf the manner in 

^9^ik the^y bad treated General Burgoyne, who gave up no 

k^aUfts to butcberv. He brought to tlidr recaUe£lion the 

4oubts apjteitaiiMd by U«em of tbe General's having a right 

to h4fi feat io; Parliatneat while be was a prifoner, and the 

maimer in which they had prevented his throwing himfelf 

at the feet of bis Sovereign, and a&ed them if fuch was 

Ib^i^r treataiiienit ^f a General who obtained fuch honourabk 

, : tcrma 



terms of capituIatioQ) what was Lord Corhwallitto cicpdft ? 
He next Ihcwcd to what- extent the i>owcrof priotcftion 
dcfcribcd by the American fecrctary had been carried* By 
fire andfword we had forced the Americans to jo?a the 
Kipg'-s troops, and now thofe very men, who had been 
fighting to quell rebeUton, were to be executed with igno- 
itviny, for liaving theoifelves been rebels. After workings 
up himfelf and his hearers to the moft diftrefsfat fhite of 
emotion, he branded the minifters as the catife of th6 horrid 
difaftors he had defcribed, and declared the Addrefs to be the 
XDoft hypocritical, infamous, abandoned^ lying paper^ that 
eycr that Houfe had been called upon to vote. After* turn-' 
il^g this afleAing circumftanoe into various- points of view, 
he trientioned a moft iingular fafi;. Earl Cornwallis' 'was 
. governor of the tower of London, and confequeH^y Mr; 
l^aurens was his prifoner. Colonel Laurens, ibn to Mr. Lau- 
rens, was appointed captain general-of prifoners in Amefi^a, 
a/kd Gohftquently Earl CorfvwalUs was prifotier ta thefibn of 
his own prifoner. This was a circumftanoe that wdUld in« 
clin€ a man the leaft addi£ted to fuperftitton, to thkik-th^t 
there was a fpecial Providence in this aftkir^ brought about 
^or the purpofe^of hunibling the pnoud, and teaching to 'alt* 
by the vie ifiit odes of human fortune, the dotiesof tenderoe^ 
and hdmility. I2e alfo -mentionedithi^' pai'ticular circum- 
ftattcc, that on the 17th' day ofOftober etaftly to ^a day, 
four years from the furrcnder of General -fedrgbyne at Sara- 
/ toga, Lord Cornwallis beat a pailefjp- 16' capitiriate at York' 

iK>wn, ••■■ - • , 

Mr.Courte- * ^^* ^^K'^^^^)' faid, DO man <:Quld be more affe^^d by 
suiy. i*?hat fell from the honourable gentleman (Mn' Pitt*) than 

he was. His fplcndid diftion, his manly elocution, hh briK 
liaiit periods, bis pointed logic conveyed in a torrent pS ra* 
pid and imprefllve^ eloquence, brought ftitHigly te bisr^cal* 
kdionihat great and able ftatefman, whofe memorf^every 
grateful and generous Briton reveres. The honoufabte gen- 
Semap ftood high by his own fupcrior aWHties, yet ftitl the 
stiemory of that great man threw a ray <$f glor^ routidhitn. 
He faid he would only trefpafs on the indulgence of the 
Houie for a few minutes, as on fuch agreM and impoitant 
queftion he did not choofe to give aiilent-vote. At t^is dii^ 
mrous and calamitous moment, thb 'HcHife of Commoi)^ 
were called upon,' by the propofed Addrefs, to fupportthtf 
juft and neceflary war in which we were engaged, agaiftff 
the united force of France andf Spain, and againft America 
as their ^lly. It was. a warof ncCeffity, ti cruel and dire 

ncceffity. 
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Tieceffity, on which principle alone hie wotld attempt to' jus- 
tify it. If thctc was i hope," agleam of hopc^ that by ac- 
knowledging the independence of America, Ihe coold be 
detached from France, it would demand the ferious atten*- 
tion of thfc Hoiafe, whether fuch terms fliotild not be grant- 
ed. Though the endearing and heartfelt names of colonies^ 
and mother country, ihould no longer exift, yet great com- 
mercial, great national advantages^ would be derived from 
an union Detween pebpte i^aturally cohnefted by the fame^ 
language, manners, arid' reltgioh, and both infpired by the 
fame ardent fpiritof liberty; great atld effential benefits 
miglit be mutually received by both countries, cemented by 
a fioederai union, and Brttaii}, dn fuch a liberal and enlarged 
fyftem of policy, might again becon»e a great and fldurilh- 
ing nation^ the envy of Europe, and the admiration of th^ 
world ! 

The honourable gentleman obferved that much had been 
faid 00 the American war ; he was ever ready to avow his 
fentiments on that fubjed ; be had always thought it neither 
wiie, politic, nor expedient ; on every occafion, when that 
'war had become the fubjeft of converfation, he had very 
freely, perhaps fometimes indifcreetly, declared'his opinion, / 
^nfignificant as it was ; yet ftill the fentiments of the meaned 
individual, in a free country, dn a great, interefting, con- 
ftitutiohal queftion, were of fome confequence. On the firil 
day he had the honour of fpeaking in that Houfe, he had 
exprefle4 the fame fentiments, to which he ihould always . 
adhere. He had voted for the Addrefs' on the explanation 
of the minifters who had got up in their places, and had e^^ 
plicitly declared, that the Houfe was not pledged, or njcanc 
to be drawn in by the words of that Addrefs (which to fome 
gentlemen feemed fo very exceptionable) to carry oil the 
war, for the exptefs purpofe of fubjagating America, but on 
general terms to carry on that jaft and necelfary war in which 
we were engaged, in the moft cffeftuaVViftanncr^ for the 
iafety and honour of Great- liritain, and the proicftibn of 
his Majefty's dominions. \ - 

He faid, he did not like the voide of defpcAdehcy ; that 
he trufted. there was an elaflicit/in a Brittfh mind which 
would always rife in proportion to the ^reffuf^ of calathity ; 
bur that he was furprifed and mortified to hear a noble Lord 
of the ^dmirzlty mkftf as an apdlogy for the acknovViedged- 
inferiority of the JBritifh fleet at xhn atvful moment, that 
France, fhrni'lier grw re&tirces, war enabled to have a 

.£. • fupdrior 
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ilSpeMrAeetf; tlxnt ifUhereigaaof kittgWUttamathi qiicea 
Aqdc ihc bud one : If theve was truth m tbit wico^ it jbuod- 
td tlM fanci^l knell of Great-Briisifi, wd magbl upctt appaU 
tkiC cara of the people. But Mr. CouFtea^y addcd^ he was 
faapw to find thu the ^ifertion was aol fouMed ; ,n was^ eon« 
tradieked by hiftoiric»l {b&^ ; and the nckk Lovd ulia made 
it, fecfAed to have foygpc ibc! glorious anoak of bit profcffite; 
|i€ ieeened to havr Ibr^ the adion of La Hogjoe, wbero the 
marine of France received a blow, £roin viimh k acror it-* 
eovered ; he feenml tq^ have feqiot: that; jmemorahfe aAtoii 
vrhero BvitifH Talcmr vvaa £> vetT <oi^ctiou», that lung 
James in the exutoaaioR of his heart, forgetting his own 
$taation, aftdi that e ver^ hofie wae bUfted by the deftniiAioa 
of that fleei^. deftiaed lo leftove hinn to his Thiooe;. forget^ 
ting every thii^ for one oiooiefit, hut thai; he wa^ an £itg^ 
lifhman, (the only moment of his life which merits ail euhn 
'giuco); burft out intof thii g^nero\is exctee^ion on fteing 
the fearaea in fwarm^ fcrambling, up the high fidkt » tit 
French fliips from i^iv boats^ ^^ Ah,, neior but toy bvare 
£ngli(h eovdd do to brave an adion P- The nobU Lord, 
when he made the afibrtion,, nmft have forgot the aftion off 
JULalaga^ whea Sir Clpudefley ^ Shovel defeated the Esooch 
fleets thog|(h fuperier to htm in number of gnnt^ atid' men, 
as well as m weight of metal, Thr noUe Lord muft have 
forf ot the conjuflck eJipedil^ons which vrere carried oa in 
enofe reigQs ; the' ?edu&ioo of Saveeloaa 4odf Gibealtar, 
which could not have heea effected wi^out maiAiaitmg that 
feperiomy at (ea oa which the exi^nce of ibis countey de« 
pends. 

He conchided by faying, that no ma,n eould lament, moffe 
than he did the late difaftroua event ia VirginW: he had 
liftened with indignation <to invidiotte comf^rtfons eft. that 
event. Lord CornwaUis had fallen* (unsffiAed aad imfap^^ 
' ]K>rtcd) not ignobly by the united ars^ of France aiKlAaae* 
rice : he had not fallen ia the pride of prefomp^ion, fa^ the 
hue and cry of the peafaolry, by the >0|^ 04mtatm of the 
country ; he had fallen admired and refpefted by the enamy,. 
wd Us chains were wreathed with liaurels; may he then 
Uve to receive At reward of his valoor from die hand&of his 
difceriung fovereign t He is an an honour to bis profefffion, 
a^iid will add a loftre to the highc^ hmouf that can be coa« 
ferred on him; and the facred and applauding voice of tfaae 
people will faa£tify their fov^reign^s choice. 
. The Houfe then divided on the motioa for bringiog up the 
report. — Ayes 131 j noes 54. 

Decmkr 
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Ntvember 29. 

It 

This day the Commons prefented their Addrefs to the 
King at St. James's. 

7 he humble Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King^ Addrefi, 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

We, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal" fubjefts, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, return 
your Majefty the thanks of this Houfe, for your^ moft gra- 
xrious Speech from the throne. • ' 

We affure your Majefty, that we fee with concern that 
the war is ftill unhappily prolonged by that reftlefs am- 
bition which firft excited our enemies to commence it, and 
vrhich ftill continues to difappoint your Majefty's earneft 
d^lUe yoA diligent exertion to reftore the public tranquillity. 

Wc^re fenfibly afte6ied by your Majefty 's paternal ex- 
prions of concern for the real welfare of your fubjedls : 
and we receive with the ftrongeft emotions of duty and gra- 
titude your Majefty 's gracious and endearing declaration, 
thai you fliould,not apfwer the truft committed .to the Sa- 
vereign of a free people,, nor make a fuitable return to your 
iubjeds for their conftant, zealous, and affedHonate attach* 
ment to your perfon, family, and government, if you con*^ 
fented to facrifice, either to your #ivn defire of peace, or to 
th«ir temporary eafe and relief, thofe eflential rights and 
permanent interefts, upon the niaintenance and prelervation 
of which the future ftrength and fecurity of this country 
muft ever principally depend. 

We declare, on our part, that we know no means of 
making to your Majefty any return fo fuitable and fo juft, 
and of anfwering the great truft committed to- us by thofe 
whom we reprefent,. as by giving your Majefty this firm 
affu ranee, that we are refplved to affift and fupport your 
A^ajefty to the utmoft of our powef, in maintaining and 
prel'erving the eflential rights and permaneat iotere^ls of 
your crown and people. 

The favourable appearance of affairs in the Eaft Indies^ 
and" the fafe and profperous arrival of the numerous conrw 
mercial fleets of your kingdoms^ have given us great fatis- 
fsiQiioxi : but we finccrely regret that your Majafty's afliduous 
endeavou;-? to guard your exte^niive dominions have not \\\ 
all places been" attended with fuccefs ; and we learn with 
the deepeft concecu> that the events ^f ww ha\fe beep very 
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unfortunate to your Majefty's arms in Virginia, and have 
ended in the lofs of your forces in that province. 

We are fully perfuaded',that the principal view of the corife- 
' deracy of our enemies was to foment and maintain the rebeUion 
in North America; and, under the fpecious delufion of the 
e(tablifliment of an independent empire, to render your Ma- 
jefty's Colonies fubfcrvient to the power and influence of the 
Crown of France : but your Majefty may rely on our fleady 
^fliftance to fecond your Majcfty's endeavours to defeat the 
dangerous defigns of our ei)emles, equally prejudicial to the 
real interefts of America and to thofe of Great Britain. 

We v^ill not fail to refumc the great and momentous cori- 
fideration of the ftate and condition of thfe dominions and 
revenues which this country poireffes in the Eaft Indies ; and 
we truft, that, in our deliberations on thofe important mat- 
ters, we (hall proceed with the fame fpirit and te^^pec la 
which they were begun, and with the fame care and^anxiety 
to confider how thofe remote provinces may be held and '|d. 
verncd with the greateft fecurity and advantage to this na- 
tion, and by what means the happinefs pf |)ie native inha-*- 
bitants may be beft promoted. • 

In this arduous conjunfture, we confider it as our firft 
duty to our country to grant your Majefty fuch fupplies as 
the circumftances of aiFairs Ihall be found to require. We 
cannot but feel that the ^r is burthenfome and expeniive ; 
but we are convinced, at the fame time, that it is juft^and 
neceilary ; and nothing on our parts fhall be wanting to give 
efficacy and fuccefs to the valour of your Maj efty's fleets 
and armies : and we flill have a firm confidence, tlnit, by a 
vigorous, animated, and united exertion of the refources and 
faculties of 'the nation, and of the fpirit of a free people, 
your Majefty wiH be enabled, undeTr the prote<^ion of Divine 
Frovidtnce, to reftore the bleffing of a fafe and honourable 
peace to all your dominions. 

His Majefty^ 5 Jrifwer. 
Gentlemen, 
Anfwcr. I-return ypu my cordial thanks for this very loyal, dutiful^ 
&nd affeSionate Addrefs. It breathes the fpirit and firmnefs 
of the Reprefentatives of a brave and free people. Nothing 
i could aftord me fo much fatisfa£lion, or tend fo effedtually 

to the public fafety and welfare in the prefent conjunflur^. 

November 30. ^ 

Mr . Mi«- i^Tf Mimhin xok to make fom^ motiow, of which he had 
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gfvfen fibtice, tef0ctfting the Navy, whieh he Jrttrodlucecl hy 

ah argutncrtt lo the following purport. It was the duty, he 

fiidy of evfery Member of that Houfe to enquire into the 

eficpehditute pf the public money; to fee that the money 

v&ted fot- pdibKc fervices was properly applied to thofe fer- 

vioe^4 'The Admiralty dfepftrimetit was conduced with more 

n^yftfery ttla'n iiny othfer utider the Crown 5 and the enor^itious 

irtifuti^isd ij^bt^ xj^hkh wa^ tb be always found hanging ott 

that dbp^Hiheidt^ wa& a fub/eft of alarm to every watchful 

Membeir of that Houfe, ^nd a neceffary objift of enquiry* 

Thfe ^flffent mtJdfe praiftifed by the Admiralty and Navy 

Boards, in making out eftimates, and bating the ejtpenditure 

of nidhey Vbtted fof the Navy, was fo dark and intricate^ Co 

c<9tiiplex ahd difguifed, that the eftimates generally laid before 

thiit Ht)Ufe werfe not liioS^ intelligible than Egyptian hiero* 

glypfaies. To fiftiplify thofe eftimatfes, and thereby rendef 

tlieiln im^Kgible; to make them fo plain and eafy, that Mi« 

iriAfers might be depri^lpd of the refource they found in dark 

ani ^ttnbigwouis ftatlngs, t^ cjonceal from the public the man-^ 

iter iti wWeh their money was expehdfed 5 was the fubjetft of 

a few Motions Whi<cih he intended to fubmit to the Houfe. 

He had often had it m ebhtemplation tb endeavour to dif*- 

o6Vttr a ttiodte by which the pfedplfe might know whether the 

ifiehl^y voted by the ReprefentatlVes was really applied to 

fMl»Uc Hft^; "sLhA thfe beft mtsde thAt had oeciirred to him 

vNls-to make the diffferent ofiicefs of the different dock-yards 

tb ti*aii!Aiit their accounts upon oath to the Clerk of this 

Houfe of Commons^ and thfen it might be hoped that the 

people weuid know in what manner their mo^ey was ex«» 

p^ttded. 

A'ccbrdirtg to the prefent mode of Ihting aceourttis, all 
thfe hatio?n could learn wa^, that their money Was fpentj 
but how, or For what purpofes. Was a feeret : ihittt^nfe fUms 
Were veted, but fuch a force as, from the greatnefs of the 
ftipp^i^j Vttigftt be well texpe^ted* w^s not 'to be found. A 
rtobte LfM-id ^Mtilgrave) had^faid, in the debate on the Ad-* 
drefs, that, when Lord Hawke quitted the Admiralty- Boards 
the Navy was in a very 'bad fituation ; but that it had 
greatly iin^roted vinder the adminiftracion of Lord Sandwi<sh» 
This, however^ was an aflertion not grourwled infis^j for 
h^ toukl jprove rtie contrary to be truth. The NaVy, when 
bprd HaWke JeTt the Admiralty^ Odobir t'/yo, tbnfifted of 
^t^ty fliipi of the line, fit for feivfcfe ; but, under Lord 
Sandwich, there were m morfe than j^/^ljr nint on the 15th 

K a of 
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of March 178 1 : and though it was faid, that Lord Hawke'a 
Anps were built in a hurry, of green wood, and confequent^y 
could not remain long fit for fervice, it was nevertheiefs a 
well-known fa£t, that feveral of thefe green*wood {hips 
were adually employed in the moft dangerous and laborious 
expeditions, though under new names, to difguife them^ 
While many of the {hips that were built after the improved 
method of Lord Sandwich {i.£, leaving them {landing in 
their frames till their timbers were rotten) had been found 
fo little fit for fbrvice, that within the fpace of one year fe- 
veral^ of them had been four times in dock«—- Such was tha 
produce of the vafl fums voted for the Navy ! 

fie hoped that, from what he had faid. Gentlemen would 
fee with him the neceflity of fome tegulations, that Oiould 
be a check upon thofe to whom the application of the pub* 
lie money was intruiled : that, and that alone was the obje& 
he had in view ; and for this purpofe he had framed hi» 
motions. One was, ^^ That the Commiffioners of the dock- 
yards of Portfmouth, Plymouth, and Chatham, do give di- 
redtions to the mafler maft-maker, mafler fmith, matter 
ihipwright, mafler florekeeper, clerk pf the rope-yard, &c, 
&c* to tranfmic to the Clerk of the Houfe of Conunons an 
account of the quantity and value of timber, ropes, fails,, 
iron, pitch, tar, hemp, &c« in their refpedive departments ; 
logeth^r with an account of (he quantity and value of each 
of the above articles employed in building, rebuilding, or 
repairing, any of his Majefly's {hips of war for the laft tbre;& 
years, ftating the name and rate of ^ach {hip.*' 

He faid that the ufe he intended to make of this and the 
*^ther motions he had to offer, was to have the papers called 
for referred to a committee, who {hould be impowered tq 
call for more, if more fhould be necefTary, in order to 
enable them to digefl and lay befbre the Houfe, refolutions 
4preparatory to the introduction of a bill, that {hould have 
ior its objedl the proper application of the public iponey 
to the fervices for which it is voted. He concluded with 
making the above motion. 

^G. rouge Sir George Tonge feconded the motion. 

Mr. Penton faid, that nothing would give; him more pleafure, 

4lr. renton, than that the manner, in which the monoy voted for the Navy, 

was applied, {hould be fully underflood by the Houfe ; and 

therefore he could not have the leafl objei^ion to the mo-f 

cive which induced the Honourable Gentleman to make his 

^notioai it.#a» the juft apprehenfioo of jjiTing%inf;>nnation 
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to our enemictSf that made Inm form s^l^^<*oppofiUQA'at all 
to it ; but to the motion in its pr^feiit (late, he really had 
one objedtion, which if removed) woMld leave the motion 
in fuch a ftate, that he would ye^y; jrea^dily vote for it. : .hi$ . 
objedion was, that the f«^;?^;f}.j^.aJljjie flores in hand» 
in the three grcrat ArfenaU'of ik^ kijogdom^ was called for, 
and of courfe would be laid beforcf th(^ WiPrld ; if that Houfe 
alone was to re^d'tbe account, be couU have no apprebeb* • 
fion for confequ^noes ; but to^pa&, the motion in its.preient. 
form> would be^ td/iaiy . before la^ir e^m^s the. rnoA dan- 
gerous informations if thereforsitt^ll^ourable Gentleman 
would confent to amend bkt ^9ftfJdd».fi^:ihoMld meet w^tb- 
his concurrqncf'f: the ««a4n4fa^«3ft .h^^fiiggeifted, W4s that- 
diiFerent officen>tOf (be yards» fi(0» do J^y,ibefore the Houf* 
an account of the quantity /an4r#^ue;/^f;'i^<nb6C9 hcsmp^-^ic.. 
delivered into tWftpres in a9y^giyejr||ii(yj^ ^i together. wUh 
the quantity and lvalue of G9ch\af:f^e mM by them.for.thie 
Service of thci^public wiidii^ :A§dfa«je jfjar^ . .. .; : 

Mr. Minchifn approved 6f th§ -^en^e^t jand adopted it. 

Lord Aft^r^w^-^opppfed the-imotipn^ , He, faid^ ,th$t the ^0,4 M^i^ 
officers mentioned in the mOtion^l.tOy.l^iAoirejp^r^ the.4i&reiit gravt^ 
ftores were committed,; might bej-g^pd j|Jidge£^ ot tb/^ijuan* 
tity,.butf^ot.at ajl pf the value .of .^essiptjs ,and th^reCoxehe 
thought it wq^Jd te n¥>re prppw |bil.[thp: return ofjthe 
quantity might be made to the Navy-Bqaedv whe/:^;th?uV^lut 
could Dp tt^o^prqppdy afei^riiaito^d i':be€aVife it wa&'by c<im- 
trafk wMh. tjh^t Bpfird t^^hey wer< pur^bafqd. But ht. had 
an infurmoui|tabIe obje^lipl^ to a^otbei: part of the motion,, 
which called^/or an s^Q^nt of jt||e .quantity, and value of 
ftores ufed in building, rebuilding! -and 'repairs of (hips; 
this would ma^e our'ehe^i^s at^Aiainted with, tba Oate of 
our {hipping, and enable tbem tofguefs^ when they would, be 
fit' for lea; a dangerous piece of intelligence indeed 1 and 
fuch as no naticyi in its fenfes would f^irniih its enemy wi^b. 
Many expeditions which our enemies bad planned were 
never carriedl jn^o ex^^ption, b?^?gyfe, Jcnovyjng that wp.bad 
fuch a fnumbftjr.Jpf ffcips in /dppk^v^hqy did not ,kno\v! hpw 
foon they might be ready for fea. ♦ :...'. 

He wiibed, as much as tbe Hpnourable Gentleman, that 
the ftate of the ftdres could be made public ; they would be 
found fuch as» would' not difcredit the3oard of Admiralty ; 
and if the Honourable Gentleman had thought proper to 
tave previoufly /communicated to bim the nature of his 
^o^Qus, he would have endeavoured to fprward the obje6l 
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zk tiuiith as he couUi hy making enquiries hoti^'the birfm^fs 
could be done mdft to fhfe fatisfadlibn of life ttbulb, Without 
doing any thing injufteus e<o iht State ^ atid if the Hbhour- 
able Gtentlehiah WotiM ^itli;dl'aw hi« Mbtibd £d4f the prtftnt, 
he ivdbid mdk^ all the <e%i'^irm^ he ddllld iki k«irn th^ beft 
method bf givitig hiM.flA« ^ Ht>fi(^ t^ifipleee f^sfbStkfh. 

-Mr. Mihchin- witWr««U lii§ ttickl^, ' t :: -v • . . .j 

Mr. 5«r*f. jpf r, Buf^ke gjlve^ Adtlee? f Mat *tt^ lrtten(*fcd ^^» lnt>V« ttt ftffnfc 

dttttVenlefit day for'^^^leiii^f the InftflHftteltt fttft t<i 8lJr 

Gfeofgi Rocki^y, tttfftt*^ W* ^<He ^il|*Jlrai ^f5 thte |»t>p€«y 

foflltd <ift the idaHd erfrltS^flftatiWi^ WhWj4te firft ttteftx 

tib'n«rd ^^t fubj^a lift <ftffi»MV ^^ e4i|f«^i(m ihikii m^k^ 

th^tniU^e^M^'S thii tHe A^^itUl'mLS^bkiit^^mi \hikt in 
^^uil^lhto 4^ fut$^6|itofiA f!^t be tHrH^A^^ Onl^fe the 
Admii<3iidfid'6^tffc^l^§09M:i^^iiii^'^\el'^ ptiifkfi^l&^^M tll^ir 
t^ddd^ df Withd^'4nj^teev«« th^m^tf ih^t* aMfWc^. But 

th&Td G^iHtkhlt^ tetiif^ll^V^ifilf^^iH tl^'^3«Ai(ni bf «!tfbH^ 
did not novtr exH^'IaS^i^lhSfUfoiP^ he ^tr^diti- feifl^l- «f^c»i tbfe 

tstt Iht (sivkt- tifAey 'ltd ^^^n¥«builicat« Jto tt^ei)^ dlie Mt4re 
df the chafges' he ilrtWid^A «d telng^ that ife*y ifil^t by 
thfefe Mtihs ha^ it jfe Jftei^-p^^^*"* i^ *^5^ ft#vifeft& fiibtlld 
be Wanted outof sh<t^-4»n^(ftlf^rtO'^lruft OArk fiN^hd or 
ftibtidd with the 'h^ftdi df ^thttir (dMbm^, h» be Iriidls for 
ttehi iA their abfeiloe. , 

Sir G.itorf. ^^^ <?«^r^^ ifdrf«iy dfcfired the fbinmtUhVi G^ttHeitian 
0r> ' #ouId chdofe hi^ ity : he wli» ful!y pttpared «o di^t hi^ 
charges ; ahd the earljfer the dafy,' thb b«tt6fi b^fciufe he 
wad ordered for forergh (birVit^^ Sftd had not loAg to rehiain 
ih ^ihe krngdom,-*-A9 he ^iJs theii lip6n his Ife^, he wbiSd 
fty a feW words upon tbrtl GornwaUis's (mremtr: aiid firft 
h^ Aid he* thought it virouTd %e proper for hilh to ft^t^ to the 
HcJafe the intelligence h6 had trafifmHted before hte left the 
Weft-Indies, to the commander in chief of the fleet and 
^rmy in America, and to the dommiander's iti chief at 
Jamaica. He was proceeding, but the Speaker told h!m, 
tliat another opportunity would ferve better thitti the prefent^ 
as there was no motion on the fubjeft before the Houfe. 

LQrdNorth, l^rd' North faid, thbugli the bufitiefs imight be tafceh tip 
at an eaHy day, it could hc^' be e*pe£ted that the cbm- 
itianders mould be -cdHfed upon immediately for an anfwer : 
the Honourable Gentlemsfn would firft ftate his charges^ ahd 
then the Admiral and General might ikkt a j^toper time to 
ihake thcit defence, - - - 

Lord 
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Lord Li/burne faid, that his brother, General Vaughan, J^^d !♦/. 
had no objeclion to enter upon his defence ,as early as the "'• 
Honourable Gentleman could wifli. 

Mr. Burke faid, the bufinefs undoubtedly was not of that ^^ Btirhe» 
nature, that, like a trial before a jury, it could he deter- 
mined in a day. The jnftruftions miift be firft produced^ , 
If it ihould be found, that Sir George Rodney and General - 
Vaugban were dire(9:ed by thofe inftru<3;ions to do what 
they had done, then the bufinefs with refpe(9: to them was > 
at an end, and the King's fervants would be atone crimlnah * 
At prcfent be made no charge 5 that muft arlfe from the in- 
ilrudions : but he held it to be his duty to enquire into ' 
every attempt to violate the laws of nations, or introduce' 
into countries, conquered by the arms of Grekt Britain, re- * 
gulations contrary to her laws and conftitutibn. 

Sir George Rodney rofe again, and faid, Whetber \ Bad Sir G. JR«i- 
had inftrudtions or not, my con(}u£l would have been juft^^' 
what it was at St. jEuftath^s. ^; 

December , the .4th was fixed. 

Sir Or^ C$pper moved Ac order of the day, which was ^^^^ 
for coing into a committee of fupply.- ^ '^ ^^^^' 

Mr. T. Pittrofcy he faid, to objed to the Speakeifs leaving' 
thechair ; and declared his refolutioh of dividing tbeHoufe,^"'^'^'"' 
whatever might be the reception of his arguments, and even 
if he were fare of finding himfelf the fingle perfon in tbaV 
divifion who walked below the bar. It had beeh laid, that 
on the firft day he had recommended to the Houfe to hold a 
fuUenJUencey and to fay nothing in return to the King^s moft^ 
gracious Speech. In tnis he had beeh mifunderftood and' mif-* 
reprcfented. He had advifed the Houfe only taftay, till fome- 
thing becoming thefeelrngs, the fituation, and the dignity of! 
the Houfb, fhould be advifed and confidered, in place of ther 
adulation, the flattery, and the delufion, with which they did^ 
approach their Sovereign. The fituation of affairs made it 
difgrac^ful in the Houfe to echo back the Minifter's language 
— it was as dcgra^ding to the Parliament of a free people, as 
it was infultirtg to a greit and gracious Prince ; for to flatter 
in fuch a moment Was to infuTt. He knew, arid he wiflied 
to obferve, the decencies of that Houfe. No man could be 
more anxious than himfelf to pay his 4uty to the Throng 5^. 
and it was for this reafori that he had recommended to the 
Houfe to delay for a 'few days, that they might deliberately 
confult and agree upon an Addrefs which would become the 
Houfe to preknt and the Monarch to receive. That the So^ 
vereign^of a free people fhbuld feel his breaft fwelled with in- 
dignation 
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dignat^on on the view'of calamities fo unprecedented and (b 
di^ftrdus, he could not wonder; that he mould be roused to 
the ambition of reinftating his empire in itsflourifhing condi- 
tion,was not furpriling — it was anaturaU a laudable ambition. 
Confidering the Speech, therefore, in this light, it claimed hfs 
admiration ; but, viewing it as it really ought to be viewed^ 
as the Speech of his Majefty's Minifters— of thofe Minifters 
who had ruined their country, he muft declare that it was a 
hardy and a fhamelefs Speech, in the fevereft fenfe of thefe 
epithets. He was aftonifhed to find thofe Minifters, who 
. ought to appear before their injured country humbled and 
penitent, as in private they ought to feel the compun£lions 
of remorfe, for the fatal coniequences of their deluilons^ 
fallacies, and madnefs,— come forward, and, without com- 
mon decency, tell the people that they meant to perfeverc. 

This had been his idea on the firfl: day of the feflion — that 
the Houfe fhoald take time to confider th^ anfwer which they 
were to give. It was ftill his idea ; and he now rofe to ob- 
' je<a to the voting a fupply—— not that he meant to withhold 
• fupply in the prefent cxijgcncy of affairs— he would grant 
liberally — he would give Govermtient the utmoft fupport ; 
but he would have apledge, that that which the Houfe granted 
chearfully (hould be applied with wifdom and effedl. He 
would not fay what, pledge would be fatisfa£tory, further 
. than this, — ^that be (hould expedl a ftriking proof of their 
contrition and repentance— of their conviflion of former folly 
*-and of their refolution of amendment— by inftituting a 
icheme of r^al exehion, well-dire^ed vigour, and wife en- 
deavours to regain the loft honour of their country, and to 
reftore us to our former refpe<a among the belligerent nations 
of Europe At prefent, what was the reafon that foreign na- 
tions had no confidence in us ? It was becaufe our Govern- 
ment was no longer what it ufed to be— a Government lodged 
both in the King and his People : it was now, by means of 
corruption, veftedonly in the fervants of the Crown 5 and 
therefore the nature of our Government, which formerly de- 
rived fo much luftre from its democracy, being changed, the 
powers of Europe, who formerly courted our alliance, now 
fcorned and reviled us, and would not place confidence in 

our councils. It was not a change of Minifters — it was 

for a total change of fyftem and meafures that he looked ; 
and, that his wiflies fhould be gratified, he would oppofe 
privilege to prerogative, and vote that not a fhilling mould 
be given by thel^eople to the Crown, until they (hould firft 
have received this earneft* 
Sir Cm ^^^ ^^^y Cooper faid, that when, on a former occafion, the 
' Ccofir, Hon. Gentleman had declared be would oppofe the fupply, 

he 
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.he really knagi^ied that it w^8 ah ^xpreffion that had dropped 
from him in the heat of djebate, and that on cooler reAec- 
iioa he would not perfevere in his fefolution : he was thercr 
fore ithe^more Surprised to iuid the Ifon. Member ftili in the 
iame mind. The Hon. Gentleman did not forget, that, by 
theAddrefs to the Throne^ the Houfe had pledged itfelf td 
igtisuit foa>e fuppliest though it did not bind itfelf to vote any 
£>r th^ A»iieri€an War. Had we iiot other Enemies than the 
Americanfi ? And did the Hon. Geiatleman w'ifli to leave the 
nation wkhoui^either Aeet or army to defend ki This, in- 
deed, would be :ainoft agreeable event to France and Spdin^ 
tIo€ Ithadis njelit ^ ei inagno merantur Airida ! but he muft 
look uponfuch arefolution in no better Jight than public 
defpairjand political fuicide. , Formerly, indeed, it was the 
•pr^fiice^f Parliament t6 make a red refs of grievances pre- - 
cede i^pphes > but>then the King had revenues from Croti^ri 
laiid«5 and other refources, with whkh he was obliged to fup- 
|>ort kis civil AAd ihilitary eftabliibments ; but now that the' 
Crown has ik> fettled revenue but for itsown fiipport, and tb^ 
jieople have in their own hands all the other revenues^ and the 
ncaie of providing for all military eftablilhments, it would be' 
firangejndeed that they &ould refiife to vote a fupply deilinc>d[ 
folely for their own .proteftion : no inftanee of fuch a refufol 
could bt*found fihce.theRevoliJtion, fince the revenues for the 
fupport.of the King, and the fupport of the State, had been 
diflbciatedf .He trufted., therefore,' that Gentlemen would no^ 
now begin to fetlb bad a preicedent^ and give fo bad an opi- 
nion of. our fituation, as to let all Europe^hav^ it to fay that ' 
the Parliattient had left Governihent at a ftand. 

Mr.^ftw faid Aat Miniftersand their Friends had a doutle ^^ p 
waybffeafoning about the Addrefa: when they wan tedto get it 
through the Houfe, they faid it bound the Hbufc to nothing ; 
•but now thatit waspaffed, and that ah oppafitiqn v^as made 
to the fupply, they argued, that by the Addrefs the Houfe had 
bound itfelf to grant It. The Honourable Gentleman fromj 
whom the oppofition cam6, bad undoubtedly hit upoii <he 
beft means of procuring to the people, that change of mea- 
furesupon which their political falvation depended — ^to delay 
the fupply, though not to refiifc it j to delay it until fomfif 
pledge ftould be given by Minifters to the Nation, that they 
felt compunAion for part errors. ; that they had difcov€ri*cl 
their-fauJt, and were refolv^dto reform.' TheHonourabl<j 
Member very properly refrained from naming what pledge fi 
would he nefieflary to giy* j that ought to i;^me .frOjn them- 



74 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1781. 

felves, but not from themfelves only ; Parliament Ihould alfo 
give a pledge ; and a better could not be devifed, than an 
impeachment. — That Houfe had once felt the corruption of 
Miniftcrs to be gaining ground fo rapidly, that they came to 
the refolution that the influence of the Crown was increaiing 
and ought to be diminiflied. Minifters had bafely advifed 
their Mafter to rule by the filent means of intrigue, inftead 
of reigning in the hearts of his people r they had deftroyed 
the democracy of the conftitution, and all was now fwallowed 
up in the monarchy : the forms indeed of theconftitution were 
ftill in being, as an Honourable Gentleman had obferved, 
but the vitals of it were confumed ; the temple flood, but the 
del tutelares had deferted it. The Honourable Baronet had 
faid, that fince thevRevolution no inflance could be found t}f 
an oppofition to the fupply ; it was true ; but fince the Re- 
volution bad there ever been a period like the prefent ? Had 
there ever been a reign fo unfortunate ? Had there ever been 
acircumftance fo paradoxical, as a Parliament refolving that 
theinfluenceof the Crown ought to be diminifhed, without 
being able to efFe£l a diminution ? Grievances, faid the Ho* 
nourable Baronet, ufed formerly to precede a fupply 5 but then 
it was becaufe the King had large hereditary revenues with 
which he could fupport his eflablKhments : it was true \ but 
fince the feparation of the two eftabliihments, the Court and 
the military, had taken place, Minifters had advifed their 
Sovereign to think only of himfelf ; and in proportion as the 
means of his fubjefts decreafed, the expences of his Court 
were increafed. Formerly, when that party of men, known 
by the name of W higs, was rn office, the King perhaps was 
not fo rich in money, but he was greatly fo in glory and do- 
minion : now that the Whigs are not in office, and the nation 
is poor, the King is rich at home, but poor in glory ancj do- 
minion ; both being facrifked by the meafures of His Mini- 
fters. ^ ■ 

But, fays the Honourable Baronet, will you difband your 
fleets and armies, and leave the country at the mercy of her 
enemies ? Certainly not : it is in the power 9f the Minifters to 
obtain the fupplies, which are only delayed, whenever they 
may think proper to give fuch a pledge as may be fufficient 
to convince the public that they are determined totally to 
change their meafures. But the French and Spaniards will 
rejoice at Government being at a ftand. Then , O Houfe of 
Bourbon I might you be called reftlefs indeed, not to be 
Iki&tied with the adminiftration of tbofe men, whofe mea- 
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. fures gave you Oretiada, St, Vincait's, Dominica, Tobago; . , 
and, what is greater than all ^faeGredades, St. Vincent's, Do- 
imintcas, and Tdbagos— »ihc friendibip of America ! Reftlefs 
indeed you muft'be, if you could, rejoice at.the removal of men * 
n^ho have ferved you fo well, and .fo greatly contributed to 
your fucceiles ^gainft^tbis country. He had faid in a former 
.debate that Minifters weire paid by France, or by fome other 
means, for the mefifiires they ipurfued'; or that they defer ved 
to be paid ; and he was fttll of the fame opinion. It was a 
matter of the utmpft indifference to him, whether Minifters 
-were in the pay of France ; or,.in order to preferve their places, 
cdncurred, for4fhe'faloe of the emoluments of office, in mca« 
fures which they knew mroft be ruinous 'to the country. He - 
did not-wiih not to have an army ; but Jiow could he truA an 
army to .the hands of the prefent Minifler^, unlefs he wifhed 
to fee it furrendered up to Wafiitngton ? One army was loft ht 
liai^atosa, anbcfaer at York-^Town ; and God only knew what 
third place would be iignalized by tbelois of a third army* 

'^be peopkfelt tbofe lofies and difgraccs; but Minifters muft 
not :be blamed, becauie they criminate thecommandera — 
General 3urgoyne was blamed ;. Sir William Howe was 
blanied ; Sir Henry Clineon was blamed ; Sir Samuel Mood 
was blamed ; and fo was Admiral Graves : but this mufl: 
notexculpate Mimft^ns ; for if the Generals and Admirals 
were all to blame, Minjfters muft be fo too, for employing 
cofnmanders unequal to the taflc impofed upon them. 

Mr. Jdomkid^ .fhm nothing could'be more improper than Mr.M4mt 
4the line of ^u>ndu£lr uecomm^ded by thofe gentlemen who * 

..refufed to vote for the fupply ; it was the firft diiUte of dcf- 
(yair^ and would be tantamount to.tselling, the enemy that we 
are no 1 longer-able for W4l^r, but ready Co accept fuch terms as 
tfaey '(hall .think proper to impofe : not fo had Louis 14th 
fpoken, when^his kingdom was ina.thoufand times worfe 
Situation than ou «.-—-*- When .the yiiftorious Marlborough 
had ravaged the. country almoft to .the very gates of Pas^s, 
what would the world «have thought of that Monarch, if, 
holding his bed of juftice, furrounded by his nobles, h^ had 
declared in the face of the world .that he muft renounce hiii 
gmndfon, becaufbj fo fur from ibeing, able to fupport him pn 
the.thtone of Spain,. she oould fcarcely defend his own capi* 
taii What would the world. hdve thought' of Ghaitiillard, if 
iie coulii have adyifed that Monacohfto fuch ailepf All 
mankind, no doubt, would ^baJi^ thought them mad, for 
thus proclaiming tbetr/^iisntimentstjn-Atll Parliamelit. That 
Kin^did 4i# fttch thii^;.l>e.pfic(cyetol4 aody aim Jiavipg 
.1 ♦ L bwft 
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been reduced to the loweft ebb, bis perfcverance carried bim 
through, and be at laft had the fatisfadton to fee his grand- 
Ton acknowledged King of Spain. We fhould imitate bis 
fpirit, and, like htm, we might triumph in the end. 

Lord M" Lord Attborpe faid, he was thoroughly fatisfied of the ne- 

thwfc, ceflity and propriety of with •holding the fupplies for a {hort 
time, hy the ftrength and weight of the argument made ufe of 
by the HonourabieGentleman who firft oppofed the motion. 

Mn Mm. ^j.^ Montagu fpok« on the fame fide as Lord Althorpe, to 
whom he paid fome very handfome compliments on his pro- 
mifmg abilities; and faid, that the reafon why fupplies had 
not been denied fince the Revplution, was, that till lately 
the principles of the Revolution had been obferved, and 
rendered this interference of the Commons unneceiTary. 

jjordFrede- Lord Frederick Campbell declared bis resolution was for 

Tick Camf' granting a fupply immediately. 

Lord North faid, he rofe to explain how far the Houfe 

^MtAJ^ortb was bound and hot bound by the Addrefs : it certainly was not 
bound td the American or any other war; but its was bound 
- to make a provifion for the neceflary expences of Government. 
It had promifed it ; and, unlefs gentlemen wiihed that there 
fhould be no Government at all, a fupply ought undoubtedly 
to be granted. Gentlemen faid they wi&ed to ftrengtbcn 
the Crown by with-holding the fupplies, as by that means 
they would force Minifters to adopt fuch meafures as would 
regain to them the confidence both of their fellow- fubjeds 
^and of foreign powers. It was well that gentlemen had faid, 
that, by with-holding the fupplies, they meant to ftrengthea 
the Crown ; it was an intention, which, if they had not been 
pleafed to reveal, no one could ever have been able to guefs. 
He was for ftrengthening the hands of Government by 
granting a fupply ; they, by with-holding it : the matter was 
at ifTue between them; which then was moft in the right? 
The granting of a fupply fpeedily and cbearfully would con- 
vince our enemies that we were not deprefied by our misfor- 
tunes ; the with-holding a fupply would produce this dan- 
f;erous confequence, that our enemies would be taught -to be- 
ieve, that, in this moft critical moment, the King and bis 
Parliament are no longer one. [The Noble Lord begged par- 
don for«faying^^theKing"-^Gentlen[ien would know he mean 
<< theCrown."3 Such condw^ would only become a nation 
•ready t6 accept any terms that a conqueror ihould di&ate, 
4ind not a people who wished to treat with arms in their 
liands. But, in another point of view, it was the madded line 
cf €ondtt& that could ffoSSbly be conceived a for though we 

ihould 
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fhoold renounce to-morrdw all the wars in which we' were 
chgaged, ftill there would be a neceffity for a fupply to fup- 
port even our peace* eftablilhments. To refufe (uch a fupply 
might be thought, in thofe who refufed it, to proceed from a 
bad intention ; but he was ready to admit that the intention 
of thofe gentlemen who bppofed; the fupply was good, be- 
caufe he knew by perfonal experience that the intentions of 
nieh were often miftaken : he had often himfelf been the 
objedl of cenfures and reproaches, which originated Tolely 
in this circumftance, that thofe who cenfure<| him were to- 
tally ignorant of the integrity of his heart. But gentlemen 
faid they did not mean to refufe the fupply ; they only wiflied 
to delay it for a few days : but where was the certainty that, at 
the end of a few days, gentlemen would be more ready ta 
grant a fupply than this day? It depended upon circum^ 
ftances and events ; and if thefe events fhould not in four or 
five days take place, then the fame reafon will ftill cbntinue^ 
for delaying the fupply. A pledge muft be given to Parlia- 
ment ; but what that pledge is, nobody has thought proper to 
mention : with fome it might be a change of Miniftry ; with' 
others a renunciation of the American war; with ai 
third fet, of the Dutch war, One-^ gentleman bad fafd 
that .tnany grievances exifted, which ought to be re- 
drefled: the confideration of thofe grievances, arid their re- 
medies, muft take up a confiderable time, and in the interin^ 
we muft be without fleets or armies. The influence of the 
Qrown muft be reduced, fays another gentleman ; but can 
that be the work of a day ? The influence muft be firft dif- 
covered, traced up to its fource, and then remedied ; this. 
muft alfo be a work of time ; and in the interitn^ the trade 
and navigation of the empire miift be deftroyed for want of 
the navy ! Another gentleman muft confult his conftituents^, 
and fays that all the Members ought to do the fame,, before:, 
they vote away the mxKiey of the people : the fenfe ©f the 
people at large muft therefore be taken, and a fpecieas* of ^ 
general *e!e6tion reforted to, before a fupply can. be 
granted ; and until that fenfe could be taken,, no fupply 
was to be granted. Did gentlemen fee the folly of th.at 
condu<ft? He trufted they did; and that they would not 
perfevere in an oppofition to the fuppTy, which v/ouW be 
madf>efs, even intime of peace, but dreadfully fatal in the 
prefent ftage of thewar. 

Mr^ Fymr fald, though he was no advocate for the Ame- j^^ Vincn. 
rican war^ yet he thought it might be dangerous to delay the 
iuppVi^^ -and therefore he fliouid vote for granting them. 

Mu 
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Mr. T. PitU in r^ply» f^lid, I (hould not have trcfpjiflid upon 
the ufual indulgence of this Houfe, having had the honour to 
fubmit to you the fubje<a of this debate, if a circuxnflance 
had not happened that calls upon me, in a more peculiar man- 
ner, to explain myfelf upon what it would be fo extrefnely im- 
proper 1 (hould pafs over in filencc. The Nobl^ Lord iathe blue ribbon 
dropped a word in the heat of argument, which hccortefted hiofelf in 
at the moment, and which, however irregular, and more particularly 
fo in the Minifter, 1 will do him the juftiee to believe, had not the 
fmalleft intention to offend agaii\fl: the rules of this. Houfe, much 
lefs to intimidate the debate by the authority of a n^m^^ which 
it is therefore the ufagc of Parliament nr^ott cautioufly to avoid 
mentioning. After however having done jufticc to the iiTteptton 
of the Noble Lord, and having declared bow far I am fronrp wiihing 
to impute to him the fmalbft blame ; permit me, Sir, to- ^^y^ th^t 
that name having been uled in the debate^ I (houlc) feel my-felf 
wanting in the refped I owe_ towards that Per(onagc^ if I did not 
declare the moft loyal attachment, and the moft dutiful fentimeius, 
towards the perfon of his Majefty. , The Noble Lord had faid, 
** Is it fit to hold out to all hurope, that the King and h}s Par- 
<« liament are no longer om ?** God forb^> Sir, that I (hould live 
to fee thp melancholy hour, when the Kffig ^xad ' his Parliament 
(hall be difunited. But, Sir, if the Noble Lord had ufed that 
conftitutional expreffion which is only known to this Houfe in 
cur debates ; had he warned us againft the appearance that ti^e 
Crown and the Parliament were no longer atu ^ I will ti^ll the 
Noble Lord, without difguife, th^t fuch • was my intention, 
fuch was ipy only purpofe, in the proportion of. this day. Yes, 
Sir, it is my wifh to fet the Crown . and , the Parliament at 
variance, in direct oppofition to each other. I truft 1 do 
not hazard myfelf in this ex-preflion. What, gir, is the Crown 
but the executive power of Government i Whar is Parliament 
but the deliberate ? What is this Houf^ but that hr^anch of 
the deliberative power that is truftcd with the. fwcfe of the 
People ? Sir, it is bccaufe thefe powers are not one^^ it is 
becaufe they are difunited, that this Government has, obtained 
the admiration and envy of every other nation, and that I 
Jiave now the honour to addrefs ypv in that chair. WJien the 
Crown, when the executive power, jBball be ill advi(^ and ill 
adminiftered^ it is for Parliament, it is for the deliberative pewer^ 
to intprpofe ; an^ more peculiarly for this ^oufe tp e^rt its 
important privilege, by (nutting up the purfe wit^ whiclv it is 
entrwfted, A lora and pbftfn^te pcffeveramce . jn a %i^! fyftcn^ 
of error has brou^t t^is ^pufitryji through fucceflive calarxHties, w 
fhe brink of thf prc^i^ice^ if it \% no^ already in it. What then 



I 

I 



• 

iS|Our l#;ii#orcef N^ to appeal io ^^ rtiifoiitil)rn4lw,[ 

.fecjUng^qpf ;,jiiL5iifter&i foij their cc3»ndu<a has; bcleavki*' jJpiiil^^^ 
oC le^n^-aj^^iti^gMmeiitji .jagd jve have . tool f0u€;h;.e»pciiewe;ib%e> 
they b^y^ft^i; , fe^lifig*:. J|^ is^ ^o tbis H^uft; Urc . muft , mlokfi oait:> 
laft appei^r .rTlt^^f re^ne^y-ift >*l^9urr IjaBds;^. aB45ithccrifi9.caJl«!jQMd^L 
that we ftiqul4: exert it. ^ '^*l^.l>f«'®gatiye: d<^. th^.Crc^vn ,tt^tfiu.(ta\> 
the a«^,fi4€j|,j,it ha:^ a righntA W#id,.^siiiO:,,tlw *!»rft afidbito ,Acft 
nMniaei^|ijif^q:&allhav:€^.ti^;Cppcl^t^cf it^^^ .W^Wt havfe wef<fti.tM. 
other fide,.to oppofe t^|thi»: pr-ei|ogptive,:hu^,:ilbth Pfwileg^^pf lthi«^ 
Houftt, thp /exftfjcife ;of.^hi^l;i M^on this riiaY«: wiU perJwkpi dcftide 
the fMiW^^ ^xlftencf; of :,tl>ej- ciQ|ii\try: ^^Fh^ )>fo}>le Lord:ha5vMJ[^ith . 
his ufu^l ^bilitf^ ef}dfavoi^4:tQL threw imoj a> light of ridiettlcf.the : 
^wpo^ioa-^QflJupf^rfhi^ Qsvfr^j^mt^hy ^fikh^oidini} all tkfrfiifipliit : 
of Qpvfmwunt, till ibinev{^£<)g6 is ^veoj: t^ thiar< Hou^ iiif r a r 
than^» turf./yft^tn from, a ^nfe of conjriiiipOM for -^xaft ; .errors. 

Now^ Is^mV^ the Nohl^ L^ixJv wi^ich heefte^shis beft^fuijpiorter 
in priNt^^e.,li.fi?i ^hi§ fr'i?|v4ii]OC,^if flatterer I -His ftifi^dji who fincerely . 
tells h^^iji i^pQ^ary, thoHgh«npalat^letrutlis%;: wfio fliew^ him the 
er.rcss.9kf bisfipuduA, andfjvlioroppofes them .^Mith- the iaitieijuaa o& 
extricatiiigjlwim: from the .^iifehi'efs he is involvodf/ i^^-tor his flaitenec, 
w^Oy it^djffer^t to his rajn^ affifts every^ dela'&9ar. that oan^ piling^* 
hiqi dfep^.mto per<iition'? Yea, 3ir, . GoMefnuient ha» been &ip^ 
parted. .Fourfcore ^lill ions : buried already it) tl^S' ;W4f v' threefqoetfT 
nulliop%jai^nihilated for ev^r iA^ the . pi9(;)qitt :^fi the ilmichDliic^ 
by t)>e. reduiitioa of the fundat, a depr^^isfttoiii .of at> leaft ojie^ 
thicd af all the ]ai»ds in ,£n^pd,, are th/3;r€0n^dence.>that -hiuBtbeei]!' 
rego&d «ii);'j^vernmem ;— tw,hat has it .p^^r^cha^d' for us;- buij t)|e 
difTnamb^rment of half »our. empire^ and« pfrhafi^'the extihiE^ibnruf 
our cprmner^^ ! Go on^ Sir>$ -fui^rt G<>verom(sat but a> year.or two 
longer. .as. it has beep bit^erl^ fupported:, alkd there wilb ibacce^ 
rieniain a^Crpwn qpon the he^d.tba^ wears it* 

The Noble Lor^ is- ple^^sd $o«acquiefcfi ia the undoubted, right. of 
this Eloi^fe to wit}i-hpl(J..on to. 4&vy fuppliest oft the year;, bui:, if wc- 
may judge by hisargiiment^a, which apply: to «vp.ry poffible cftf^.itiisr 
pne of thpfe rights which :9ap2a«ii^r ht with propriety exerted, Alas ! 
,Sjri|Ir:WOji|ld not thai>k; hioi for ;the 'right without theexororfeof. m. 
We .h%YS hP^^^d enQMgb' of fpff^ula^ive rigbt$,^aiiiid they havie doft n». 
^^^/.f|)(^^gh ^Ire^y^ if it. i^,»)k«rely, a rjg|)t m thpory^ it i>s not worth . 
coi|tp^d i|)g /pi: : if it i^ anJitipor^aiit rigtbt,tarid eiTential to; tbe^coii^ 
llituti|Oi^(it muitbe fuch a right as may h^.fafejy exercifed ,whcn>ih« 
p(:caiion ?a)ls for it ; ^nd there pever wjis -an<Oi:Wfian thau caije^) foir; 
that ej^ercjfe q>ore than-the^prrf^nt*.- 8«t.l;b* Npil^tordlebnttsrids,, 
that it basJf^oj^bepn b^PPg^t fiwii jWe th^ l^^olutio^c a 7Ci^y-wo«hy 
^ni:dc^ijiff3f\i ot mipp tMfoFf^^e''icfc M«;«tafe[ir) has aJfi^d. the;. 
rfafonTr7&^ftuik.fio?<5Jt^ fA^4<?«|i: m^ i^ifr, |M:iikiple3;,oJft.tfac Rei;©^ 
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I(M^t6n hate^liN kit y^ars animated Goveriitneilt, and itndered luch 
eiSffrac^rdmary^x^tfohs^urineceflTary. It Is becaufe thofe princf{lles are 
forgdtcen^^it is becatife V^io^ that I have bft aU confidence i;irbat- 
eYet» in^e fervflfits of tk^ Crown in tYft executive Goveriioient^ that 
riibw^krdl for this ^^^ofitron, tO' fave thexountry frbm inevitable 
<]eftriiGHoH. r An Hondur'abl^ Gentleman-/ who fpoke eaHy in the de-* 
bat«9 ftlicB in teraift Wlfic^fiim fare did mo'^erfonally giteaft honour^ 
(Mr. 'Adams,)' ftiatedti/e exfercifedf this -privilege a»*a^"'tiHng that 
could a^ply only to p^ftbte bafts of the^moft-ini^prpbabk ^nfatfure ': he 
haS'ftated ftn extravagant' hypothefis as oflljrfuffitient to jdftify fiich a 
meaftir^c ForjCod^fi* "(ake. Sir, let me ttot'be driveii to the heceflSty— 
I^wifli to^dvoid^ it-^it is too delicate— i-lfet ni^ not be obliged to ftate 
the hypotbefis of the prefent hour trt;^!l it^ eircumftknces, which 
would appear more extravagant than his vi^ldeffl imagini^fe^ 'has fug- 
geftoi to htni>«^-^-*-*But^ Sir, I am told^ the enormityand ^t^t dT^is 
propolicion is fueh,^that it is* tmpoflif^ie I could* myfelf-fcaVe Ct^n 
it' in all its confequences — I (hould have' fuiFered the Houf(6' ^ have 
gone intd theCbmihitteeyand have objeded to the partkltdar (brvices. 
YosySir^ and 1 (hould have been then toW that every One of lf*y 6b- 
jc^orts- was ill placed j that no one of the fervices could be Crippled, 
without endangering) perhaps, the objed of the whole. No, Str,' h is 
to no fcrvicc in particular I objed $ it i»to the -whole together'^: it is to 
the granting away the mon^y of the people, till I have fon^e reafon to 
hope, at leaft, that it W»M not be eihployed "in heaping freflr'tala* 
mities upon us. It hasheen reprefer>ted as if my propontion went to 
the total extin£^ion ofalbtbe 'funftions of Government^ the diiband- 
ing your fleets and armids^iand refufibg the fupplifes Which- we have 
pfomifed in our Addtie^sto the Cpown. ' Sir, the model hafvechofen 
has been direftly the contrary. I have iiot objected to the 'refer- 
ring that part of his Majefty's Speech to a Committee, bat to youi* now 
leaving the chair to enter into that Committee. Let this Hbufe be ' 
once fatisHed that the Grown is ferioufty convinced of its pafrWrors, 
and then. Sir, put m* to' tb*r trial ; fee if 1 am not as forward as any 
man in this Houfe in exerting every effort-in this melancholy crifis 
to redeem us from our ?bjfc<ft fituation. • It has been ohferved, that 
gentlemen on this fide of the Houfe have feemed to^ diifFer ad ta 
what pledge they would, ex'peft before they would concur iii thd fup-* 
plies. Sir^ every man tnuft be* determined by his 'own co/rviftion. 
I have not prefumed to "think for othcjrs-^l (hall l)e det*crmiifl*sd'by 
my own. As long as I believe the fupplies will be perverted tbt^o^^e- 
trtment, fo long will I refufe my concurrence: when i have retifon to 
be fa^isfied there is ' a change of fyfteoi, and th-at we hive better 
hopes,-«-that moment wvll/f give my rhoft cofdial fupport knd a'ffift« 
ance. 1 have dated, apori a former* occafion, to thisHoufe.j how 
little inlOlefting. i^ ^anyi change among tilt iisfvants of the' Crown, ' 
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whilft &e fyftem remains !aiifl]|i»ken« Should these be an adminiftra* 
tion formed upon other principles; an admintfifiatiom which mighc 
embrace the talents and efficiency that are ftiiita be found amongft 
us ; an adminiflration founded on the bafis of the public profperity, 
who, when they had one foot in the ciofet, remembered always to 
keep the other firm in the intereft and affeSions of the people ; (uch 
an admin titration would not be indijfFerent to me ^I ihould look up to 
it as the iaft hope of thb devoted country. Wbate vert changes may 
take place, I fliali watch with jealoufy : if their condud deferves my 
apprpbation, it fhall receive my warmed: tribute: if otherwife, I truit 
I (hall beftow my cenfure with the fame honeft fincerity which I have 
ufed towards their predeceflbrs. The Noble Lord has affeded to 
eftabliih a diftinSion between the difierent revenues of the Crown* 
I have never been able to fee fuch a diiiinfiion. All monies that are 
levied upon the people, in whatever ihapc, have, in my idea, but one 
objed,-^the fafety, the profperity, the fplendour of the nation, which 
are infeparable from the intereft of the Prince upon the Throne; 
and, in my opinion, there is an end of the. Confiitution, when any 
fuch diftindions are'eftablifbed. 

Upon the whole. Sir, the* right contended for, no man has pre- 
fumed to controvert ^* it is ' cbeval with the conftitution of Parlia- 
ment, and ei&ntial to a free Government* The moment calls aloud 
for the exercife of it. It is effeduai and it is fafe. The Noble Lord, 
and others on that fide of the Houfe, have endeavoured to raife our 
apprehenfions by the alarming mifchiefs it would draw upon us 
at hon^ and abroad. I am not apt to pledge myfelf^N^I believe .this al« 
moft the firft time I ever prefumed to fubmit a propofition of mine to 
the confideration of this Houfe. Will gentlemen for once give me 
their confidence? I will be refponfible to them for the meafure. I 
ftake my credit and my charader, and, if they pleafe, my head into the 
bargain, that not one of all the evils foretold to us ihali be^ the confe* 
quence of it. Walic with me this night into the Lobby, and to-mor- 
tow's fun ihall not rife before all your apprehenfions fhall vanifli into 
air, and the mod timid amongft us be te-afTured. No, Sir, not one 
fhip fhall bepa^idofF; not one man difbanded. When the privilege 
of this Houfe is oppofed agatnft the prerogative of the Crown, it is an 
unequal conteft, and is decided in the moment. Foreign nations will 
then begin to recolleft the refourccs of a free Government. When 
our fyftem (hall be changed here,, theirs will alfo change towards us. 
Our friends, if we have any, as the Noble Lord expreffes it, wi)l 
dire to take confidence in us again; whilft our enemies, no. longer 
counting upon our weaknefs, will once more refpeci our councils, 
which &cy now defpife. The united ftrength of this exhaufted 
country may be pointed in 6ne Iaft effort, and we may preferve at 
kaft ^bexemains of our diminifhed empire from the complicated ruin 
. (hat bangs over it* 1 can- 
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t cannot'? fit down, fiir, .without liiatnkio^ ^h^'fioufe for 
their extseme indulgence to me, and particuJady .the gen- 
tlemen on this iide of tfaetioufr^ibr their abfe and powerful 
fupport upon this occafion* A.sferme, whatever :be the con- 
lequenceiof 'the vote of this night,.! have diichatged my duty 
-^1 havebrought your attention itotheprefentalarmsng crifis; 
^ I haveifhewn you a fafe and an effeAual remedy within^ your 
own powdrs-; and have ftood forth among the dangers of 
the country, as a difinterefted.and faithful crtizeiL 

l*he Houfe divided, Ajes.ijfy Noes 77. The Houfe 
then went into a Committee^ and voted that a ivpf^y be 
granted to his Majefiy. 

Adjourned to D^fov^rr J, ,. . 

After the private imfinels^was over, it .was tepefied that 
Mr. Burke, according to notice be hail given, would make 
fome motion. concerning the treatotient of iAr Laurens, a 
prifbneria theTower ; but Mr. Burkfi not being m the Honfe, 
the Speaker was going to put the cpieftion to adjourn, when 
J4r. Fox (aid, that his Honoarabje friend bad. not departed 
from his intention, and thai be had fent to his houfa to know 
the caufe of his piefent abfence, and expeiSsed-thcicturn of 
'his fervant everv moment. Upondiis, the Honfe agreed to 
wait. But in lefs 'than a. minute Mr. -Burke. came:in, quke 
out of breath. 

Mr Bitrle ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ extreaae]y\&iiry, and begged) paidon, &r 
making the Houfe wait. He Was in the gneatefk confuiion, 
but hi& Gonftifion did not arife ib much from a .feafe of de- 
linquency on his part, as of .the extraordinary and exceffive 
indulgence of the Houfe. The bufinefs on which he had 
expreil'ed an intention to« trmrble them, was.o^ very great 
importance, as 4t involved a queftion that concerned the 
juftice and dignity of the nation, and might be produdive 
ofdifagreeable confequences in America. From.the. moment 
he had agreed to undertake the bufinefs alluded to, he had 
taken extraordinary pains-to get the heft information, and 
the beft advice on the fubja<S, left from any omiflion on his 
part, or any impropriety in the mode of proceeding, he 
fhould injure the venerable. charter in theTower, whofe 
fituation he.wiflicd.to relieve. He therefore had written on 
Sunday to an Honourable Friend, one of the Clerks of the 
Treafury (Sir Grey Cooper), to know if Minifter9 had any 
objection to have, the Lieutenant of the Tower. examined at 
the bar : unfortunately his Honourable friend happened to 
)ip outof iQwn, andbe-didinot fimdao aniwec to-hiS'l«tter 
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till this day at about half ps^ft two o'clock. Theanfwer, how- 
ever, did not convey much information to him ; for it told 
him only that the noble Lord in the Blue Ribbon had no 
objedion to have the Lieutenant examined, if prpper grounds 
fliould be (hewn for bringing him to the bar. This only 
told him what he knew before, that if the noble Lord fliould 
like the motion, he would not oppofe it ; but it did not give 
him the information he wifhed for. . On the receipt of this 
anfwer, he immediately went to a friend for advice, left he 
ihoulddofoniething wrong, by trufiing to himfelf;'and this was 
what had hindered him from arriving time enough to prevent 
the Houfe from being put to the trouble of waiting for him ; 
which put him in the (Ituation of the £onvi£l, who, being, 
tardy in going to execution, was afked how he could keep 
the juftice of the nation waiting for him. He ftill was at a 
lofs what to do, and could not think of proceeding without 
taking farther advice, and therefore he was under the ne- 
ceffity of fupplicating the Houfe to pardon him for not now 
bringing on a buHnefs, which he wiihed for a further delay , 
to confider more fuUv. 

Lord North faid, that the fubflance of the'^nfwer, which * .^r t 
he had given direftions to have fent to him, was, that there 
was nothing upon the face of this bufinefs, nothing peculiar 
in the cafe, that could, on the firft blufh of it, render it 
improper to have the Lieutenant of the Tower examined at 
the bar; and that therefore if the Honourable Member (hould 
fliew fuch general grounds for pafling his motion as ought 
to induce the Houfe to do it, he certainly, for one, would 
not give it any oppofition. 

Sir Grey Cooper gave the fame explanation to the letter he sir Grtf 
had written. , Cooper^- 

Nothing more was faid, and the Houfe adjourned. 

December 4. 

General Smith moved an inftrudtion to the Committee ap- G^n^^i 
pointed to enquire into the caufes of the war in the Car- Umitb. 
natic, that they enquire alfo into the caufes and conduft of 
the Maratta War ; and all othci* hoftilities in which the 
Prefidency of Bengal have engaged. He faid the Maratta 
war was a war of. vanity and ambition ; a War which had 
• given rife to that confederacy which had. already brought 
our affairs in the Eait Indies into th^ moft perilous and pre- 
«arious fituation.j afld which > if not fpeedily attended to. 
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^ight in a very (hort tkoe totally ptit an- etui <to the domi- 
nion of this country in India. 

Mr. H. Dundas (Lord Advocate)- k*oie^ he faid, "to requdf 
the Honourable Gembman would vf ithdraw his motion ; 
becavfe it would open too'wtde a fitld Tor ibc! CktmBTkittae, 
ivouki protra<El their iitcings, and |)peveilt them from bring- 
ing the great l9ul(iQe& ^nrrufted to -their cafc^ to tus ^(^c^edy a 
conclufion as might be tvisthcd for^ llieinotkiri m itfelf 
did not appear to hiift as neceflary: by any nudaocj; lor, 
tbouglji tise Committee ivas a Committee of Asarttif^ be 
might TCKlvre to fay this of their proceedings, »that 4hcy 
could not come to any conoluTions with s^fp^fi to'fehe canie 
of the war in the C^rnHtia, without entering amply inCo 
that of the Maratta warz nay, they had already m^e a 
confiderablk pfogrefe in it, as the Houfe would f^ «by ithe 
next report, which he flattered hiosfelf would he roady to 
be laid before the Houfe immiediately after the ffolid^ ; 
and if in that report, the Honourable Gemletnaji ^bodd 
Ckot find that the Comnxittee had fufficiently ontered into 
the Maratta war, he would then have A> little ohje6Uon to 
the fubje6): matter of the prefent tnotion» that he Would be 
mdft ready to af^rove it himfelf. 

General Smith faid, that only one roafim could induce 
him not to give way to the learned Lord : and that arofe 
fr«>m this -circumftanoe) that a fleet is ihoittl^r to iail for 
India ; and that he thought it would be abfolutePy nece&ry 
for the good of our affairs in that quarter^ that the fleet 
ihould carry over the news, that the Houfe of Cotnmons 
had taken up the fubje£l of the Maratta war, and inteadtd 
ferioufly to purfue an inquiry into it, from its firft origin 
do\flfn to the prefent moment.- The nature and pofture of 
our affairs in India made fuch a conimunioatton abfolutely 
neccffary ; for if Parliament (hould not interfere, and fpeedily 
too, he was convinced, that in a fliort time fuch a confe- 
deracy would arife among the country powers, as M^ould 
, completely overturn our empire in that part of the world. 
Mr, Jenkinfon (Secretary at War) faid, that at firft he in- 
yJrJ''^' /tended to vote aeainft the motion, but tfhe Honourable 
Member had convinced him that what he had moved for 
was fo highly proper, that now he w«Hild >iiot .give any op- 
pofition whatever to the motion. 
Sir Thomas ^*^ Tbofms Rumbold faid, that, 'though the Committee to 
Ramh/d, whom the confiderattoa Qf the wu: had boen referred, 
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was called a Cdittmittee of Seeraj, their proceedings had 
not been fo fecret, but that they had found their way to 
public view, and Were handed about with comtnents highly 
injurious to his chara£ter. It was another caufe of com- 
plaint With him, that from the firft moment the Committee 
had met, to the pr^fent hour, he had not had an opportu- 
nity to Cay a fyllabte in his own vindication : this was a 
hardfliip which wsls rendered the more intolerable by the 
comments to which he had already alluded. The Committee 
at their firft meeting, he faid, were at a lofs how to pro- 
ceed, or even what to begin with ; and though he had ad- 
vifed that fome' of the gentlemen who had been in India 
inight iave been permitted to attend them, and give them 
fuch hints as might tend to direft them in their proceedings, 
and facilitate th€ progrefs of their enquiry, his advice had 
been difregafded; and he himfelf had caufe to complain, 
that, ihterefled as he was in the event of their enquiry* he 
had hot been permitted to attend even to defend himfelf. He 
bad much more caufe to complain of the Board of Dire£h>rs ; 
for he could fay of them, and, as a Member of Parliamenr, 
he had a right to fpeiak of them as a public body ; he could 
iay of them, that thefy had dealt unjuftly by him. The 
Maratta war ought undoubtedly to make a part of the en^ 
quiry of this Committee, for it was greatly contieded with 
that of the Carnatic : and fo far was he from wifhing to 
prevent them froni turning their attention to it, that he 
Hvrfhcd to Enlarge the field of enquiry, and carry the retro- 
fye&, back to the year 1772 or 1773* when a new mode of 
government #as iiitroduced in India, and introduced only 
by way of expferimeiit. The Committee ihould not be lefs 
attentive to the condu£l: of the-Diredors at home, than of 
the Company's fervants abroad ; and if it ihould be found 
that the DireSors had not attended to the advices fent to 
them from India, and neglefted the counfels of the Com- 
pany's governors^ that theft the Committee ihould be as fe«^ 
Vere upOn them in their report to Parliament, as againft any 
of the perfons employed abroad by the Company. 

Mr, Gregory faid, he wiihed not to anticipate the pro- - 
ceedings or reports of the Committee; but this he might fay^^^. ^ 
in their behalf, though he was not one of their members, 
that they had attended fo clpfely to the duties of the truil 
tommitt^d to them by the Houfe, that they had not loft a 
day fince they had been appointed. With refyt£t to the 
Direflors^ he made ao doubt but if they had been wrong, 
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the Committee would not fpare them ; for jbe was convinced, 
that in their refolutions nothing would have any influence 
on them but right and juftice. To the labours of the Com- 
mittee, he looked for the prefervation of our dominions in 
India : if they (hould remain unattended to by the legifla- 
ture, he was convinced they would not long be ours ; but 
if fuch wholefome regulations ihould be adopted, as he flat- 
tered himfelf would be carried into a law, he then would 
hope and truft, that thofe pofTeffions would remain very 
long under the dominion of Great Britain, and prove of 
the greateft benefit and value to the nation. The motion 
was agreed to. 
Mr. Surhc: ^^* Burke rofe, he faid, to enter upon the fubje£t of 
which he had given notice relative to the condu£l of Sir 
George Rodney and General Vaughah at St. Euftatlus ; 
but as he intended to move for a Committee, he did not think 
it would be necefTary for him to go into a detail of the bu- 
linefs at this moment, if the Houfe ihould think proper, 
that a Committee (bould be appointed. [He was here 
called upon to make his motion, that the Houfe might 
judge, whether it would be proper to a^ree to it or 
not.] He then read it, viz. That this Houfe will re- 
folve itfelf into* a Committee of the whole Houfe to exa* 
mine into the confifcation of the eiFeds, wares, and 
merchandize, belonging to his Majefty's new f^ibje^s, as 
well as the Britifli Subjects, on the ifland of St. Eufta- 
tlus ; and further, that the Houfe would refolve itfelf into 
a Committee of the whole Houfe, to enquire into the fale^ 
diftribution, and mode of conveyance, of a great part of the 
faid efieds, wares, and merchandize, to the iflands belong- 
ing to France, and to other parts of the dominions of his 
Majefty's enemies. 
J o-d Gr9. I/ord George Germain faid, that there were aflumptions in 
C^^maiit, the motion which could not be proved ; or^ at leaft, which 
' ought to be proved before the Houfe could poifihly, in ju- 
ftice, a^ree to it ; and this was the fale of the goods in quef- 
tion, either to the enemy direcUy, or indireSly through 
-other hands. With refped to the confifcation, that was a 
matter to be difcuifed in another place ; the legality or il- 
legality of the meafure was properly cognizable in a court 
of law : the parties concerned had reforted to the law of 
the land^ and by that law the legality or illegality of the 
confifcation was to be afcertained. The matter being at iffue, 
iUd the Honourable Gentleman wiib to interfere i Or would 
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the Houfe think it juft to cotnc to' any refolutjoh refpeSing 
the tranfadion, pendente lite? If the commanders had done 
wrong, the injured parties would be rcdrefled ; if they had 
done right, the law would fay fo. In the prefent moment, 
it would not be proper for Parliament to come to decifions, 
which, pendtnte lite^ muft be injurious to one party or the 
other. 

Mr. B«ri^ replied, that the doftrine laid down by thejyj^ ^rlr. 
Noble Lord would, if adopted, be produdiive of the greateft 
mifchief to the country : for in every cafe, where a quef- 
tion of law and of ftate policy were united, one of the 
parties concerned had only to appeal to law ; and then» 
pendente lite^ the policy of the nation muft 'fleep, and by 
proper manoeuvres it might be made to fleep till doomfday ; 
for if it was not to be wakened till the fuit fhould be 
determined, it might reft almoft for ever, as might fuit 
the intereft of the parties concerned riever to bring the 
matter to ifTue; and then no decifion having been had, 
and xht pendente lite ftill remaining, the queftion of policy, 
according to the Noble Lord, could not, or at leaft ought 
not, to be agitated. Such reafon was too ridiculous to be 
adopted by a Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Burke here entered upon the fubjeft. He began witb 
ridiculing the condufl: of the Admiral and General in di- ^"^ *^' ** 
redling their great force againftthe place where the leaft 
refiftance was to be expected, and attacking with a fmall 
force the places that were moft capable of defence, viz. St« 
Vincent's arid St. Euftatius. The Admiral inconfiderately, 
and without proper information, attempted to take the for- i 

mer with a fmall force ; but finding himfelf unequal to the y 

taflc, he gave up the defign, but not without fliewing upon ^ 

what principle he carried on the war ; he had been invited* 
by the calamity of the hurricane which he hoped had defo- 
lated St. Vincent's, to make a defcent on that ifland ; but 
finding the enemy ftronger than he expe£led, he^ was de-^ 
termined to diftrcfs the poor inhabitants as much as h©. 
Could ; and as he was not able to carry this ifland, he en- 
deavoured to diftrefs it as much as poflible, and carried away 
all the negroes that he could collefl:. The inducement 
which the Admiral had to invade St. Vincent's, was fo re- 
pugnant to the dilates of humanity^ that it was reaUy afto- 
nifliing, how the Noble Lord, who was Secretary tor the- 
American department, could think of publifhing that part of 
^ letter, which faid it being probable that the hunicane and 
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earthquake had fo weakened the ifland of St; Vincent's, 
that a firitiih Admiral was refolved to add the horrors of 
war to the fcourge of heaven, and to deftroy by the fword 
thofe who had furvived the dreadful calamity of ftorms s^nd 
earthquakes. The publication, of this letter was impolitic 
to the laft degree ; for, as we were determined at all events 
to carry on the prefent war, it (hould have been the eve of 
minifters to conciliate, as much as pofiible, the good will 
of the difierent dates with whom we are not at prefent at 
wir. Our minifters (hould have confidered two things — ' 
what force they had themfelves to profecute the war, and 
how they might encreafe that force by alliances : as to our 
own force, it was well known that it was inferior to that of 
the enemy ; minifters were therefore highly to blame in 
publifhing a letter that would naturally make other powers 
not only lukewarm in our caufe, but even induce them to 
think that we deferved our fa(e. It was a miftaken notion 
that cabinets were mere machiiies, moved only by intereft : 
cabinets were compofed of men, and men muft have their 
feelings and their paffions. If we had always a£ted upon 
the defenfive, riever provoked an enemy, or made an im- 
proper ufe of our own force, we ihould dc pitied at leaft in 
our diftrefs, and compailion might raife us friends : but thei 
publication of the letter he had mentioned, muft, he was 
afraid, have ftiiled companion in the breafts oif all the Princes 
of Europe, and made them ^ think we deferved the misfor- 
tunes we fufFeredj^ and the more fo, when the eondud of 
the French Admiral had furnifhed them with fo ftriking a 
contraft: Sir George Rodney attacked St, Vincent's, but 
not being able to take the ifland, he carried off the negroes, 
in ordev to diftrefs the inhabitants as much as he could; 
' Comte de Gr.affe, when he took Tobago, forced all the; 
privateers to deliver up the negroes he had taken from that 
i/Iand, and reftored them to the inhabitants, whom he even 
permitted to f^nd cheii; produce to England, if they {hould 
pleafe. 

Our Commanders, having mifcarried befofe St. Vincent's, 
diredled their arms againft St. Euftatius; and as they knew: 
that no refiftance of any confequence could be made, and 
that three ftout privateers well manned might have takei^ 
the place, the Britifli commanders, to keep up the confift- 
encybf their conduft, appeared before it with fifteen (hips 
of the line, a proportionable number of frigates, and 3000, 
or at leaft 2500, of the beft uoops in the world. The forcd 
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to refiftthis powerful armament conliftecj of a few piecesof 
ufelefs artillery, and about 36 foldiers, who might he aflifte4 
with fome invalids, &c. to the amount of about ^4 more j 
in all about fixty men. The place, being incapable of de- 
fence, furrender^d at difcretio« j but it feems that our com-« 
inanders interpreted difcretion into deftruHion^ for they did 
not leave the conquered a {hilling. Jbifcretjon, in the Ian* 
guage of the civil law, me^ns arbitriumy not arbitrium cuju- 
jlibet pravi^ but aqui bontque virif and of courfe was to be 
taken in a favourable interpretation : and therefore the niOfi 
ment the people laid down their arms, they were intitled to 
protection ; for where hoftilities end, there protecjipn be- 
gins : the inhabitants ought therefore to have received pro- 
tefiion, though, from the manner of their furrender, they 
could not claim sC privileged pxotedtipp. But what was 
the proteftion they received ? Their warehoufes were locked 
vp ; their books taken 'from them 5 their provifions even 
with-held ; and they were compelled to give in an account of 
all their ready money, plate, jewels, &c.,nor was rank, or 
fex, or age, fpared in the general order ; all were included, 
and all were forced to cortiply ; nay, fo great had the hard-'. 
Ihips been, which the inhabitants were forced to undergo, 
that Governor Meynell, who died, was fuppofed to have 
fallen a viftim to the hardfliips he had endured. The next 
rneafure was the general profcription of all the inhabitants, 
by which they were ordered to quit the ifland ; all wtibout 
exception : the Dutch were baniflied becaufe they were 
Dutch ; the Americans, becaufe they were the king s ene^ 
mies : ill-fated Americans ! deflincd to be always the objeAs 
on which the ^nglifli were defirous to heap misfortunes ; 
baniflied as enemies from St. Euftatius ; furrendered without 
condition at York Town, though frjends ! confequently 
deftined to fufFer, either as friends or foes to Great^Britain^ 
and to receive the deadly blow from ber own hand. Among 
thefe, the cafe of Mr. Gouverneur was not a little remark- 
able ; he had traded folely in dry goods, and no naval oc ' 
military {lores whatever had pafTed through his hands ; but 
he adled upon commiiSon from the Congrefs. This gentle- 
man was feized, his prpperty confifcated, and himfelf hurried 
on board, to be carried to England ; while h^ wife was un- 
able to obtain even a bed from her owi| boufc, for her huf- 
band and herfelf. It was true 'indeed, that on board they 
were both treated with the greateft humai^jtv by Commodore 
tlpths^m and Captain HaUiday 3 but the ^ilt of tho% wfa 
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had treated them fo barharoufly could not .be effaced by the 
humanity of other people ! Mr. Gouverneur had no chance 
for his property in the hands of the Admiral and General ; 
they viewed him in a two-fold light, and thereby were fure 
fo catch him doubly : they confidered him^ as a Dutchman 
and an Englifhman ; as a Dutchman, they conHfcated his 
property ; as an Englifhman, they confined him as a traitor, 
and fent him to 'England, to be referved for the juflice of 
his country to pronounce upon him. But did not the Com- 
manders know, that if he was a fubjcft of this country, and 
even guilty of treafon, his property could hot be ccnfifcated, 
until a jury of his country fhould have pronounced him 
guilty ? it was conviftion alone that produced confifcation, 
and gave the Iting a right, which a moment before he did 
not pofTefs, to di^ofe of the convift's property. But the 
Co/nrilanders went to work another way 5 they firfl confif- 
catcd and made fure of the goods, before they knew whether 
Mr. Gouverneur fhould be conviSed or not j and then fub- 
jefted him to the hardfhips of four or five .months clofe con- 
finement in a gaol, with the me^nefl and moft depraved 
^ malefa£tors. * ■ . 

The French inhabitants of the ifland of St. Euflatius were 
alfo baniihed, but they were indeed treated with a degree of 
politenefs which the other nations had not experienced : the 
Americans our fubjeds, and the Dutch our natural alhes, 
were treated with uncommon feverity ; whilft the French, 
our natural enemies, met with fome r^fpeft and politenefs i 
probably becaufe they were the fubjefts of a polite nation, or 
rather becaufe a retaliation was apprehended. Letters indeed 
had pafTed between Sir George Rodney and the Marquis de 
Bouille, which were conceived in language that equalled the 
hi|heft that- had been ufed in the wildefl days cf ancient 
chivalry'; and there the Admiral bid defiance to the enemy, 
and told him he did riot dare to retaliate : but if retaliation 
had not taken place, it was not to be afcribed to fear, but 
to the native generofity of the King of France, and the fe'nfe 
he entertained of public juftice. Our own merchants at 
home had folicited relief, but they could find it only at the 
foot of the French throne} and the Britifh Miniflry, who 
Could not be moved by the diftates of national ju(!ice, or the 
fupplications of our merchants, foon gave way to a menacing 
letter from the Court of France, in which the P>ench King 
faid, that, contrary to his natural difpofition, he fhbuld be 
jbbliged, in juflice to his^ fubje£ts, to have recourfe to retali- 
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ation, if the Britifli' Miftiftry would not adopt a different 
Jine of conduft. Minift^rs then gave, and the French met 
v^ith, better treatment after the ipenace had been conveyed to 
our court. It was really a matter of aftoniOiment^ that the 
£ngli{h fhould a£l In a manner to provoke retaliation ; yet fo 
it was, that at the very time Lord Cornwallis was furrounded 
with forty-two" pieces of heavy, artillery when he could not 
fo much as ihew the nofe of a gun to the enemy* General 
Arnold was employed in burning ihops and houfes in New«* 
Hampihire ; and this fpecies of warfare was unknown even 
to General Arnold, till he joined the Britiih Standard : but 
fo common was that kind, of war to the Englifb, and fo many 
afls had the enemy to retaliate upon them, that, by the moft 
imheard-of article, Lojd Cornwallis was obliged to Jlren^ieu 
tbefiank of' his capitulation, in order to fcreen his troopi 
from all reprifals under the idea of retaliation, * 

The, poor Jews at St. Euftatius were treated in a worfe 
manner, if poi&ble, than all the other inhabitants ; they 
were ftripped of all their money, and eight of them, put on 
bo2^rd a (hip to be carried out. of the iuand : one of them 
in particular, Mr. Hohen, a vetierable old gentleman, of 
near 70 years of age, had even his cloaths fearched; and 
from this bit of linen (holding it up)? which was fewcd 
in the poor man's coat, were taken 36 fhillings, which he 
had the confummate audacity to endeavour to conceal for 
the purpofe of buying victuals 1 Here is the linen ; and I can 
produce at your bar the coat from which it was taken,* and 
.the man who wore it. ' Mr. Hohen was treated in the moft 
harih manner, as were all his brethren, for this concealment. 
This treatment brought to his mind a ftory of an Irifli gen- 
tleman, who, finding his wife indulging a little too freely in, 
the follies and amufements of London, carried her over to a 
venerable old caftle lie had in Ireland : the lady's acquain- 
tance in London were much pffepded at this ftep, and their 
expreffions^of difapprobation reached the gentleman's ear : 
upon this he faid the worid dealt whimfically by him ; ^' for, 
faid he, if I had ran away with another man's wife, I fhould 
have been applauded, as a faflitonable man ; but beoaufe I 
ran away with my ovvn wife, I am ccnfured by the world." 
So with the Tew-— he was ill treated becaufe he had endca- 
voured to carry away fome of his own money. 

With refpeft to the confifcation in getier^l, the Com-» 
manders.were withput the fhadow of excufe; for they had 
ycry ^hlejaffiftance.^ hand, if they b?id thqyjht. proj^^r to 

rcfort 
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tefori to i t i they might have tak^n th^ opinion of his M^eliy's 
Attorney and Solicitor General of St. Kitt*s on the point of 
law, but no fuch opinion was ever called for, though Mr. 
Bridgewater, the SoHcitor-Qeneral, had been twice with Sir 
George Rodney : this was a faft which fbould be proved at 
the bar, if the Houfe would go into the inquiry. 

The Commanders in Chief having determined upon the 
confifcation, the next thing to be thought" of was the fale 
of the goods. A proclamation was accordingly iflued, pro- 
mifing free ingrefs and regrefs to all purchaiers^ together 
with fecurity that their money (hould not be taken from 
them ; and that they fhould be at liberty to carrry away the 
goods they fhould purchafe : this promifeof proteftion eundb^ 
redeundo, and commodando, might not have been thought ne- 
cefiary from any but the conquerors of St. Euftatiusr. Seven- 
teen flags of truce were ordered from various parts to that 
](bnd ; and the goods being fet up at anftion, ad crndeUm 
hajiam^ they were mixed fo as to make proper aflortments ; 
and, in particular, a kind of faiKcIoth called Maviris Stuffs 
which is generally ufed for fcudding and ftay fails, and of 
which kind half the fails of eyery American veflel was 
madcy was fold to whoever fhould purchafe, with6ut taking 
any other notice of the purchafer, than to fee If he had 
money enough. Another difficulty, howevcfr, was flill to 
be obviated; the privateers were like vultures, hovering round 
the Ifland, Waiting for the return of the purchafers, to pick 
up their purchafe. If this difficulty had not b^en obviated^ 
Acre would have been no purchafers : a convoy was there- 
fore promifed to them^ and adually granted ; and he could 
prove that the convoy was the Convert frigate, Capt. Herveyj 
/ which was appointea to fee the purchafers with their com* 
Biodities clear of the privateers, by which means the goods 
got fafe into Martinique, a place which our privateers would 
never have fufFered them to reach, if St. Eufbtius had re- 
mained under the Dutch.— Another circtfmflance was^ 
that the goods fo fold had been difpofed of 50 per cent* 
cheaper than the Dutch had before that fold fimilar articles 
to the French ; fo that^ in fa£t, the only apparent ufe that 
the conqueft of St. Euflatius appeared to be of, was^ that the 
French and Americans had been fupplied with flores, by 
conquerors, and at 50 per cent, cheaper than they iifed to 
get them from the Dutch. The provocation of the £ng]ifb^ 
to confifcate everv thing, was, merely Imaginary | for the 
Dutcb fold equally to all nations : and though it w^ b^j^ 
^ > . • - • in 
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in the laft feffion of Parliament, that Sir George Rodney h^d' 
applied for cordage to the Dutch^ but had not been able to 
obtain any, the reafon was, th,^t at the time they had 
fcarcely any on hand. This was a fa6t ; and he would prove 
it by the books feized there, and by living witnefl'es, who 
would alfo eilablifh thefetwo fad^s, that at St. Kuftatius the 
Englifh always had the preference at the market ; and that 
at the time Admiral Rodney could not obtain cordage tit St. 
Kuftatius, it wa« fo fcarce, that what little there was fold at 
ten per cent, dearer than at St. Kite's. 

In the glorious bufinefs of the fales were the two Com* 
iuanders taken up from the beginning of the month of Fe- 
bruary to the beginning of May ; a period in which the Ad- 
miral had 21 fail of the line under his command, and three 
thoufand veteran troops at St. Euftatius, while the enemy had 
not (Ix fail at Martinique. That furely was the time for of- 
fenfive operations, when the enemy had not force to oppofe 
us s that furely was our time either to recover fome of our 
former pofleffions, or to take others from the enemy : but 
that time was loft ; and the firft misfortune that fprang fr.om 
it was, that Sir Samuel Hood was 'left with an inferior fleets 
to fight the fuperior force of De Graffe juft arrived from 
£ur6pe. The pofition of that Admiral was not fuch as to 
prevent four of the enemy *sihips in Fort Royal coming out 
and joining* De GraiTe : thus the enemy were ftrengthened, 
while our force was weakened by the detention of three fhips 
ef the line at St. Euftatius. If our fleet had been reinforced 
by thefe three, the four which came out from fort Royal 
might have been blockaded ; and in that cafe it is probable 
Comtc De Graffe would have been defeated ; but this was loft 
by St. Euftatius. A check to De Graffe would have difcon- 
certed all the plans of the French cabinet : Tobago would not 
have fallen, and de Graffe would not have been left at li- 
berty to bring upon us the dreadful difafier in the Chefa- 
peak ; another of the bleffed confequences of the contjueft of 
St. Euftatius, which, it had been faid in an ofiicial difpatch^ 
would have put an end to the American war : it might fo 
indeed ; but in the oracular way, by ruining us, and there*- 
by difabling us froiA c;irrying it on. God (end that the lofs 
of Jamaica may not be the next eSe€t of this fatal conqueft ! 
Tc4>ago was taken under the very eye of Sir George Rodney^ 
as De Graffe expreffed himfelf ; and the fame Admiral faid 
in his difpatches, he had feveral times offered the Britifti 
Admiral battle^ yihifch the latter bad thought proper to de** 
Vou V. N diae* 
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cline. This might be called a ground of crimination : the 
Arft notice Admiral Byng had of a charge againft him, was 
a copy of Monf. de Galifgnniere's account of the adion ; 
but as this was, in his opinion, a hardfliip on Admiral 

. Byng, he would not charge Sir George Rodney from Comte 
de Urafle's difpatches ; but the capture of Tobago gave ne- 
verthelefs an appearance of truth to the aflertion of De 
Grafic. The capture of that iiland was of the greateft con- 
fequence to this nation: its cotton was the hneft we got 
* from the Weft Indies j and by the lofs of Tobago that ar- 

ticle had rifen from is. or is. 8d. to 3s. and 35. gd. It was 
a fadl that 20,000 people in Lanca(hire got their bread by 
the manufadiure of cotton. He trembled to think of the 
confequences that might attend the lofs of Tobago, which 
he muft afcribe to the three months delay at St. £uftatius : 
the Admiral flood charged with that lofs, and under the 
hand of the very Governor of the ifland. 

I'his was the fum of the charge : he wiihed' that he might 
have an opportunity to enter into the proofs of it by evi- 
dence at the bar : he hoped a .proper defence would be made 
to it, and the two Commanders in queftion would not fit 
down contented with their own felf-approbation, or the 
fupport of their friends in that Houfe. Self- acquittal was 
not enough : a man might fay Populus me fihilat ; at mhi 
plaudo^ et domi nurhmos contemplor in area: but fomethtng 
was due to the public and to juftice. For his part, he declared 
he never would abandon thofe vihofe caufe he had undertaken 
till the matter'was fifted to the bottom. The charaderof 
an accufer, it was true, was odious ; but it was fo only 
when the accufation was brought againft the ^nnocent, the 
weak, the oppreiTed, or perhaps indigent culprit: but it 
vas not odious to accufe guilt in ftars and ribbons *, guilt 
rewarded and countenanced by the official and the opu- 
lent. 
Sir G, Ktd" ^^^ George Rodney began with faying, that when he ap- 
mej, peared before St. Euftatius, it was for the purpofe of cutting 

* off fupplies from the enemy, and with the fixed refolution 
not to grant any terms to the inhabitants. The Dutch, 
though nominally the friends of this country, had, during 
the courfe of his command in the Weft Indies, been the 
friends of our enemies; and to punifh and check both, no- 
thing had appeared more effedlual than the redudlion of an 
iiland, the inhabitants of which were animated with a 
rooted averfion tQ us, and the moft cordial regard for our 

• 'Enemies : 
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enemies : among thofe inhabitants there were many, who, 
whilfe they called themfelves Engliflimen, were not aihamed 
to difgrace themfelves and their country, by affifting her 
enemies with the means to wound her : fuch people de- 
ferred no favour, and to them he had refolved to (hew none. 
But when he feized all the property on the ifland, it was 
not for his own ufe ; at the time he thought it would alF 
belong to the King, and that it was his duty to fee the moft 
made of it, to carry into the public treafury : he wifhed not 
for a (hilling of it ; he had no other idea at the time, but that 
the whole belonged of right to his country, and therefore in 
all he had done for the prefervation of that property, it was 
for his country, and not for himfelf, that he had been act- 
ing. The Honourable Gentleman charged him with having 
fuffered the ftores, provifions, &c. to be carried into the 
enemy's iflands, diredly, or circuitotifly through the neu- 
tral iflands; but this was the very reverfe of truth, for he 
had given orders, that none of the flores or proviiions fliould ' 
be fold, but fent to his Majefty's yard at Antigua : and fo 
ftricl had he been in this refpeft, that he was not fatisfied 
with examtning the clearance of every fhlp that went out 5 
he caufed her to anchor under his ftern, and had her cxaf- 
mined by commiffioned ofEcers ; and if the had hnore pro- 
vifions on board than were necefl'ary for the voyage, they 
were always taken out. As to the charge of his remaining 
ina£live for three months at St. Euftatius, his ahfwer wa^,, 
that he had in that time planned two expeditions, which he 
was juft on'the point of carrying into execution, the one 
againft Curacoa, the other againft Surinam, when he re- 
ceived advice from the commander of a convoy, by a quick- 
failing veffel, that he had feen ten, or tivelve French iarl of 
the line, with about feventy tranfports, fleering for Mar- 
tiniqae, and that he had kept them in fight for two days. 
This intelligence made him renounce his defigns againft the 
Dutch fettlements ; and he difpatched Sir Samuel Hood 
with fifteen fail of the line, to cruize in the tracft of Mar- 
tinique. Sir Samuel Hood was as good an officer as himfelf^ 
and therefore there was no crime in difpatching him on that 
fervicej^nd he thought ^/^^« fliips^able to fight ten or 
twelve. Unfortunately the intelligence had not been true 
with refped to the real numbers of the enemy ; and Sir 
Samuel had been driven fo far to leeward, that he could not 
prevent the ihips in Fort Royal from getting out to join De 
QralTe : thisji however^ was not a fault i it was unavoid- 

N X able. 
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able. His inftru£lions however had been good ; he had or- 
dered the idand to be blocked u|X, and that frigates fhould 
be ftationed lo, 159 20, 30, 4O, 50 leagues from the 
fliore, in the track of the enemy. 

As to the ihips he had detained at St. Euftatius, the 
Sandwich and the Triumph were at the time in fo bad a 
condition, that he intended to fend them home with the 
trft convoy. 

As foon as he had heard of the affair between Sir Samuel 
Hood and the Comte de GrafTe, he joined the fleet, with 
a determined refolution to renew the aclion, if the enemy 
would give him a fair opportunity to do it. When the 
French landed at St. Lucia, he undoubtedly would have 
had the defired opportunity to come to adlion, if intelli- 
gence had not been conveyed to the enemy that he was 
jipproaching. — A letter had been fent to Monfieur de 
Grafle with that advice, and a duplicate of it was foon dif- 
patched after : the iirft reached its addrefs ; the fecond was 
intercepted. The contents were, that the EngiiOi were 
doubling Guadaloupe, and in 24 hours would be upon the 
French Admiral with their whole force : this put an end 
to what Comte de Cvrafle called his feint againft St Lucia \ 
for before day-break he embarked the troops and failed 
away. 

With regard to Tobago, as foon as he heard it bad been 
fittacked, he immedia.tely fent Rear-Admiral Drake with^ 
fail of the line to relieve it : this he thought a fufficient 
force, as he underftood that the defcent had been covered 
only by two or three (hips of the line, and the fix he fent 
^gainft them were the beft failors, and in the heft condi- 
tion of any in his fleet, and were a]I copper-bottomed. 
When he found the whole of the enemy's fleet was at fea, 
})e was obliged to watch their motions; they endeavoured to 
allure him to leeward, but if. he had been tempted to do it, 
Barb^does would have fallen : he therefore was obliged to 
keep to windwJM'd, ftill determined to fuccour the ifland^;-P> 
Jle difpatphed to Tobago three officers in three different 
veiTels : two 0/ them fell into the hands of the enemy; the 
third got to the houfe of a planter, and there, to his great 
furprize, he learned that the ifland had furrendered two 
days before, and was fqrther told by him that I0,ooo men 
^ould pot, retake it : at this time, the two fleets were in fight 
of the ifland. As to the charge brought by^ the Governor of 
^i)bago, aU he W0VI4 ^^4 to what he had already laid was 
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—that the guns he had fent the year before for the defence 
of the ifland had never been mounted. As to the difafler in 
America, he would tell the Houfe what fteps he had taken 
to prevent it. He had fent to the Commander in Chief at 
Jamaica, to feod the Prmce William and Torbay to America 
with the greateft difpatch ; and he had fent alfo to the Com* 
mand^ in Chief in An^rica, defiring he would collefl: his 
whole force, and m^et him with it off the Capes of Virgi- 
nia ; and if be could not meetfaim, that he would let him 
know it by oj>e of his frigates : but no anfwer had been 
fent to him or to Sir Samuel Hood, for he himfelf was then 
fo ill that he was coming home. He had fent twice to the 
Admiral at Jamaica, and three times to the Admiral at New- 
York : one of his three dispatches mifcarried, the veflel 
that carried it being forced on fhore by fome privateers; 
and from that circumftance] he had learned always in fu- 
ture to keep copies of every difpatch, for of that he had 
none. If the Admiral in America had met Sir Samuel 
Hood near the Chefapeak, the probability was that De 
(jrafie would have been defeated, and the furrender of 
Lord Cornwallis prevented: 

General f^aughan faid that it was commonly believed that Genen! 
he had made a great fortune by the St. Euftatius buiinefs ; Vaugbam 
but he would fay upon his honour, and v/as ready to con- 
firm it upon oath, that neither diredly nor indiredly, by 
fair means or by foul means, had he made a fingle (hilling 
by th(^ bufinefs. The Honourable Gentleman was miAaken 
as to the number pf the troops he had with him at St. Eu- 
ftatius : they were (hort one third of* what he now flated 
them to be; nay, they fcarcelysa mounted to 2000, confid- 
ing only of three, regiments, that had left many fick be- 
hind them at St. Lucia, and foiir flank companies. One 
of the reafons for locking up the warehoufeis, was to pre- 
vent plundering, from which he could fcarccly reftrain even 
the troops : fire too was dreaded in a place where many 
dijaffetSled people lived, and who thought themlelves in* 
jured by a confifcation of their property for treafon. If 
any baa treatment had been {hewn to individuals, it was 
without his knowledge, orders, or approbation ; and when 
grievances were complained of, he redrelTed them : to Mrs, 
Couverneur he had given the houfe and furniture when (he 
^ipplied to him. it would be hard, therefore^ to naake 
bim refponlible for the condud of all the perfons in the 
((^wn, If he k^d refufed to puniib ofienders> or to redrefs 

grie« 
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grievances, he might have been juftly (Charged as an accom* 
plice ; but he ha<i never refuied juftice to whoever had ap^ 
plied for it. 

As to the Jews, he had ordered them a ifaSp to carry them 
to St. Thomas, at their own requeft; and after they had 
been taken to St. Kitt's without his knowledge, be kad or« 
dered their houfes -and property to bereftored to thevn.: and 
that they were well I'atisHed with his condu£i, would appear 
from an addrefs prefented to* him from their Synagogue, ex- 
preffive of their happinefs^ at being under thetnild govern- 
ment of George ill. He w3hed tb lay the paper on the table, 
but that could not be done in point of order ; and he was 
defired to read it as part of his fpeech, but he faid he could 
not fee to read it: Sir George Rodney, however, read it 
for him. 

Upon the whole, he had a^^ed to the beft of his judgment, 
and for his country's good, not his own ; and as he was 
neither a lawyer nor a merchant, if the bufinefs was to be 
done Over again, he did not think he ibould do other wife ; 
and therefore, if he had erred, his country would excufe 
the fault for the intention. 

Lord Ma- Lord Mahon thought the motion fomewhat complex, and 
boa, wi(hed it divided into two motions. 

Lord Geo, Lord Georgi Germain rofe, he faid, to declare that the 
Cermain. fubjeft of the motion being now under agitation in the 
Courts below, he muft vote againft it. 

LoTdField' Lord Fielding faid, if the motion was agreed to, it would 
if'g' detain the Admiral and General 4n England, when their 
fervices were wanted abroad, and therefore he ihould vote 
againft it. 

Mr.HDtfrt- Mr.//. Dundas (Lord Advocate) faid, he (bould make 
das. no obje£iion to a motion for an enquiry into the condu^ 
of the two Commanders ; but the motion before the Houfe 
profeffing much more, he heartily dtfapproved of xx^ 

fAr,jenkin- Mr. Jenkinfan faid, if the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
Jon, Burke) would ftrike out of his motion the part which re- 
lated to the maitter of private property he (hould make no 
objeSion to the reft as far as it related to the point of na- 
tional policy. 

Mr. Burke, ^'^^' ^^^^' divided his motion Into two motions. In one 
he included the coniifcation t>f goods ; and in the other the 
fale of them, and the modfe of conveying them awaiy, . 

ZovdNorth, Lord Is/orth faid he fliouJd vote againft the firft, becaufe, 
it bpr^ relation to the claims now in agitation i but as to 

the 
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the fecond, he fliould not object to it. The American war 
had, as ufuai, been introduced, and defer ibed as a war 
differing from all other wars. He did not fee that difference. 
He did not fee how or in what manner it differed from any 
of our former wars. He faw 'a great difference in that 
Houfe. He faw the caufe of the enemies efpoufed, and faid 
he thought that no man with Britifh feelings would join in 
the condemnation of the Honourable Admiral and General* 
With refpe£b to the Admiral, he mufl: do him the particular 
juftice to fay, that he had received a letter from him» 
wherein the Admiral had faid he did not con fider the property 
taken at St* Euftatius as belonging to himfelf, but to the 
Crown, and that he only had the care of it. 

Mr. F0X attacked Lord North, with fome warmth, for Mr Fax. 
faying he would not agree to the iirft queftion refpeiling 
the confifcation, and accufed him of making the mo&Jhuffiing 
JhuJ^ that ever was attempted in the moi\ Jhuffiing times. 
W ith regard to the other attertion made by the Noble Lord, 
that this war did not differ from other wars, be wondered 
the Noble Lord (hould be fo forgetful. Was not the ma- 
nagement of the prefent war, was not the expence of the 
prefent war, and were not the events of the prefent war, dif- 
ferent from all others ? 

Lord ttortb replied, that, in fpeaking of the war, he did LordATcrri^. 
not mean the event, but the principle. 

Mr. Sberidan faid, he was very unwilling to trouble the Mr. Skm- 
Houfe at fo late an hour; but he thought it neceffary to a(k ^'* 
one plain queftion, and that was. Did the Honourable Ad- 
miral (Sir George Rodney) and the Honourable General 
(General Vaughan) confent to the propofed enquiry or not ? 
For if they had no objedion to it, and they neither of 
them had hinted any thing that mi^ht lead the Houfe to 
believe they had, there certainly would be no oppofition to 
it. The Noble Lord in the blue ribbon could not poffibly be 
fo good a guardian of their honour, as thofe Commanders 
themfelves. He therefore defired to know if the Honourable 
Admiral and General had any dlflike to the enquiry, and if 
neither of them gave any anfwer, he flio^ld take it for 
granted that they had not. 

Mr. Burke rofe again upon the alteration defired by Lord m^, Zurlg. 
Mahon, and replied to the conclufion of Lord North's Speech. 
With indignation he declared he wondered how the noble 
Lord dared to talk of Britifli feelings. He ! (faid Mr. Burke) 
He I dare talk pf DritKh feelings ! He ! that has ruined the 
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Britifh Empire, and wafted its Blood and Treafure I He faid, 
be had Britifli feelings, but he would neverthelefs take the 
part of an enemy when they appeared to him to be oppreffed. 
I^ for inftance, an enemy fliould be murdered after fu»-en« 
dering himfelf, he would ftand forward as the profecutor of 
his murderer : if, for inftance, an iinemy ftiouid have his 
property feixed after capitulating, he fhould find an advocate 

' in him : and if, for inftance, an Enemy complained of the 

Minifter's having broke the fai^ of government with regard 
to him, he ftiould find an advocate in him, and, he trufted, 
in the firitifii Houfe of Commons* With refped to the let- 
ter which the Noble Lord had received from the Hor^« Ad- 
miral, acquainting him that the capture of St. Euftatia was 
a very rich one, and that it all, every farthing of it, was the 
property of the Crown ; he could not but admire, that fuch 
a Minifter as we had, who was an old Minijiery and a 
full-grown Minijier^ fliould come to the Houfe, and 
cell them, that he had received a letter from the Admiral, in- 
forming him that every thing at St. Euftatia was the pro- 
perty of the Crown^ in anfwer to the propofed inquiry. 
Prom fuch condu£b the Minifter might naturally be con- 
cluded a very young man, with a large napkin under his chin. 
The Letter, he thought more proper to have been fent to £hc 
Attorney-General ; but he fuppofed the Noble Lord, who 
a^ed on the occafion as a lawyer, and fent word to the Ad- 
miral, that the property was all his, as the Attorney-General 
would have done, had taken a fee for his advice. 

With regard to the queftion, the Noble Lord might do as 
he pleafed with it. He might cut it, and mangle it, juft as 
he pleafed; but though he Oiould cut it into a thoufand pieces, 
if he got but any part of it, it would be fufficient for him. 
But. the Noble Lord had divided his motion in a manner that 
put him in mind of a murderer, who having amputated all 
the limbs of a child, threw them different ways, in order that 
the father might be employed in picking them up, inftead of 
purfuing the murderer. 
^l^Q^tb. ^^^^ N&rth faid, that, in fpeaking of the letter he 
received from the Hon. Admiral, he meant no more than to 
fubHantiate or confirm the fa<£l, that the Admiral had fent 
him fuch a fetter. 

Mr. Burh* Mr. Burke rofe again, and called for the inquiry. He had 
a body of evidence to adduce at the bar, and would go into 
the matter that night, or whenever the Houfe (bould pleafe, 
Ide deiired the Houfe would fufiejr the inquiry to be gone into, 

and 
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and be would pledge himfelf that he would fupport every 
thing he had faid. 

Mr. Byng called the attention of the Houfe to a very im* 
portant objed- He did not rife fo much to fpeak to the ■^'''^' 
motion, as to ftate the infringement made, year after year, 
upon the privilege of Parliiment,and the privilege of theCon- 
Itltudon. Lad year, he faid, the Hou(e made no objedtion 
to the appointment of a Committee to inquire into tbe caufi 
of the Mahratta war, although Sir Thomas^ Rum bold was at, that 
v^ry time under a profecution of the Court of King's Bench, 
But, now, this mode is faid to be improper, and the inquiry 
is objecled to, becaufe one or two fuits are depending in tlie 
Court of King's Bench,' for the recovery of property taken 
at St. Euftatius. , - 

Colonel Barre faid, that at fo late an hour he would not ColBnrpe^ 
trouble the Houfe' by going at iarge into the queftion. All 
he wanted was to remove every objection it was liable to, 
and to make, it meet the approbation of all parties. He 
would therefore, with the leave of the Honourable Gentle- > 

man who originally made the motion, reftore the two mo- 
tions to one with fome alteration. He moved, that this Houfe 
will refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to ex- 
amine into the coniifcation of the goods and merchandize as 
found in the Ifland of St. Eul^atius, excepting fuch gooiia 
and merchandize as are now claimed in any Court of Law 
or Equity* ' * 

Upon this motion the Houfe (at twelve o'clock) divid^ed^ 
foi it 89, againft it 163. 

December 5. 

The Houfe went into a Committee of fupply, and Mu 
Old took his feat at the table. 

Lord Lifburne rofe and moved, that 100,000 men be Lof(! Vf- 
granted for the lea fervice, including 21,721 marines, for the hum^. 
y^ar 1782.* It was a matter of fupply fo obviouAy neceffary 
asid important, that he wo(,ild not take up their time iu fay^ 
iii^ any thing to enforce his motion. 

Mr. Hujjey faid it was common on fuch a day as that, and ^ 
it was expedied that the Admiralty ihould give the Houfe ^^'^ •^'S^J* 
fome information refpedling the ftate, condition, and prof- 
peels of the Navy. Such a propofition as the prefent was 
not to be made in a looie, negligent manner ; all the hopes 
Oi this country depended on the Navy, and the Houfe mult 
*know fomethin^ of its management, and x)f its ftate. . It 

Vol. V, O wask 
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was common for the Admiralty to give an account to Par- 
Ifament of the (hips that were now in commimori, arid what 
were intended to be added, and what alterations there were 
in the Navy in general. 
Lord Lj/- Lord Lifburne then iftated, that the number of feamen and 
km/, marines voted by Parliament laft year was 90,000 : that the 
number really employed in the courfe of "the year was 
1 1 8,000: that wre had, in 'the cpurfe' of the l^ft year, 98 
(hips in commiffion ; but that number was how djmlniflied, 
for within fometning more than a year 17 ftiips of the line 
had been difabled, and fix more totally loft in the late hurri- 
canes, and by the accidents of war and Tea : that, upon ac- 
count of thefe loffes, the number of ftips now in commiffion 
was 92 only ; fo that there were fix Ihips fewer this year 
than the laft. But there were now upori the flocks bulfding, 
and would be launched in the courfe'or the/year, and in the 
yards repairing, at leaft 14 fhips. The virhole of the fhips 
now in commiffion, great and fmall,* amounted, to- 405. in 
number. To the marines five new companies had been 
ddded, making the whole 1 5 1 companies, m couTd only add 
to this, that the greateft exertions had been made, and that 
the Admiralty had done every thing in their power, to in- 
creafe and extend the Navy of Great- Britain ii) the'prefent 
alarming and critical fituation. The motion of the prefent 
day would prove their anxiety for the naval fervice. In 
no former year of the BfitiQi hiftory had fo many as 100,000 
- feamen been voted by Parliament. This w^s a greater num- 
ber than was now aftually in the fervice • but they were an- 
xious to procure men, and to bend all their endeavours to this 
particular point. He trufted the Committee would agree to 
the propofed motion. 

M Hz/fv ^ • ^nff^y ^^^^ ^to«^'"> ^"^ ^***^> ^^^^ ^^ f^^d been his in- 
* '^'' ' tention for a confidcrable time to move on this day, that 
110,000 feamen fhould be granted for the naval fervice of 
the current year ; and he had made this refolurion on the 
moft deliberate opinion, and alfo on the belief that his Ma- 
jefty's Minifters meant to move for no more than 90,000 
fearnen. But when he found that they defigned to move 
for 100,000, he owned that, for a fliort time, he was brought 
in his own ipind to confent to give over the refoJution "of 
moving for the addition ; but, in converfing with his friends, 
^nd Itaiing to t^em the reafons on which he wi(hed to 
ftrengthen the hands of Government with this augmentation, 

ihe^ were upanimouilj^ of opinion, that be ought to perfe- 
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vere in his irttention,; for it was an aid abfolutely ntceflary 
to the Welfare and the fuccefs of our operations. By this 
advice he was ind.uted to remain in .his refolution ; and he 
would now propofe, as an amendment to the motion^ thafi 
1 1 0,000 Teaiiien and naarines {hould be voted for the (ervice 
of the current year. It was his fincere belief that Miniftry . 
had hot maide all the exertions which they had it. in theif 
power to make ; and the Adpniralty were criminal in not 
having made the exertions which were in their power. In 
the courfe of the prefcnt' fummer, he had made it his bufi- 
nefs t<^ look into the opportunities^ and into the efforts^ 
of the naval department. In Hampfnire he had (ccn feveral 
private yards, where it waS in. the power of his Majefty's 
Minifters to procure fliips of the line. At Chapel, a little 
iplace near Southampton", where a fhip of 64* and two of 44^ 
were buildings the mafter of the dock-yard faii he was ca- 
pable of building a 70 or a 74, and had done fo about 25 
years .ago^ Ih the royal yard at Poafmouth, he was afto 
nifhed to fee the negligence and ijiadlivity that prevailed t 
all was quiet, liftlefs^ and unemployed, where he expected 
buftle, hurry, and fulncfs of buiinefs : there was no appear- / 
ance of our being at war with all the great maritime powers 
of Europe. There were fix flips; four of them were 
occupied bv the Raifonable, the Trident, the Vengeance^ 
and the Swallow : out of the fifth the Warrior was launched 
i few days ago ; and in the 6th lay the rotten timbers of the 
St. George. He had no intelligence there but what any 
other man might have had as eafily as he ; he had given his ^ 
name, and viewed the dock-yards, and he believed that 
there might be more, (hipping built there. At liriftol, hd 
faid, the mafter of a dock yard faid he could build a line- 
of- battle (hip- There were many other private yards in thd 
kingdom, where the Admiralty might build (hips, and wherd 
they ought to have done (o. With rcfpect to manning the 
Navy, much greater exertions might hr.ve been made fof 
that pu/pofe. it was always his idea, that much benefit 
might be derived froth having a number of land merr employed 
on board his Majefty's (hips. He had not the benefit of a 
ffeaman's education, nor did he know what was the necelTary* 
time for qualifying a man as an able ieaman ; but he was in« 
$:lined to think,. that, in the courfe of only one twelvemonth^ 
young landmen, if employed afloat, might -be rendered or* . 
dinary feamen, and^ in the courfe of a twelvemonth, an or^^ 
dinary feaman might be made an able feamani The benefit 
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of having conftantly a number of landmen on board would, 
therefore, l>e great ; and it was his fincere wifli that fuch^ 
plan was adopted as an experiment at leaft. He adverted to 
an argument made ufe of in a former year by a Vice*AdmiraI 
(Sir Hugh Pallifer)', that, if it had not been for a combination 
formed in the dock-yards fome time ago, our NaVy would 
have been ftronger by the addition of at leaft one half more 
fhips. This evidently implied, that, if they had the (hips, 
they could procure the men j for without men the fhips 
could not firengthen the Navy. He wifhed to, know why 
the marines were not fuffered to go aloft, as they were in 
the laft war ; and why regiments of foot were not qccafion- 
ally or conftandy fent on board. i,t would be a wife 'me- 
thod of recruiting the fervice. The Admiralty were crimi- 
nal, were inexcufable, for not making greater exertions, 
and building (hips, as they might have done in the private 
yards* The motion which he was going to make would 
oblige the Minifter to apply 520,0001. more to th6 Navy 
iervice than he was obliged to do by the propofed, vote. In 
the one way the fum to be raifed was 5,200,000]. in the 
other the fum was 5,720,000!. Perhaps the Noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon would make it now,as before,aqueftion of finance. 
Gieat exertions muft be made at fea, or the country would 
l»e ]oi\ ; and every Gentleman mufl feel that gre^t exertions 
could not be made without great and adequate means* He 
meant therefore, by his amendment, to impound the 
520,0001. which the Noble Lord well knew was the real 
value of his amendment, and fix it for the ufe of the 
Navy. It would at leaft ferve to pay off fo much of the 
I>Javy debt, if it would not anfwer for better purpofes, and 
be employed in a manner fnore ufeful ; and he would do it 
the rather now, becaufe he knew, when other fervices came 
to be provided for, he fhould be refifted. Perhaps the Noble 
Lord would fay, ** Why pinch the other fervices ? The army 
muft be provltied for : furely, you would hot ftint and fiarve 
that fcrvice ! ' He would anfwer the Noble Lord fairly, it 
vriis what he wifhed to do, and he wa$ fure he was fervlng 
his country by it. The great error of the war had been Ad- 
miniftration had been too fond of the Army, and paid too 
, little regard to the Navy. The American war had been the 

c^ufe of this error, and that Houfe had but too cheerfully 
a^d blindly co-operated with the views, and wifhes, and 
projects of Admin iftration, mad, and weak, and ill-judged 
2L6 thofe views, and wilhes^ and projeds had been, if 

Americi 
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America was to be coerced, the only probable mode of co- 
ercing her would have* been by a powerful Navy. Had we 
preferred the empire of the feas, France would not have 
ventured to have interfered, and we need hot to hav^ cared , 
for all the world ; we fhould have been at peace at this time, 
inftead of the deplorable fituation in which we now flood. 
He had always imagined that a great and gallant Admiral, 
lately no more, but whofe memory would ever be revered by 
his country, had left a large fleet to his fucceflbrs, when 
he quitted the prefidency of the Admiralty-Board ; but he 
had heard gentlemen aflert fince, that he left no fleet at all, 
for his Ihips were all rotten. If they were, what had his 
fucceflbrs been about, that they had not got more in their 
ftead in fo many year« time ? The Noble Lord had faid, we 
had now 92 fliips in Commiflion, and laft year we had 98; 
he expefted to hear this unfatisfaftory myftery cleared up. 
The Honourable Gentleman concluded wfth moving, as an 
amendment, that the motion flan d 110,000, inftead of 
100,000. 

Sir George Tonge fecOnded the amendment, and afEgned his . ^ 
eafons for fo doing : he accufed the Admii'alty of having Vo^'/.'^ 
lade very little ufe of the vaft fupplies that had been en- 
ufted to their hands ; and he^xprefled his opinion, that, if 
le money voted for the Navy, during the laft ten years, had 
ien properly managed and expended, we might now have 
^arly as many new- built (hips as we have new and old 
^ether. 

Lord Mulgravi differed with Mr. Hufley in refpeft to his Lord M»/- 
inner of training' feamen. Seamen, he faid, were not to ' grave. 
Imade in one, or two, or thrfce years 5 nay, many thou- 
(ds of ordinary feamen could never be made able feamen. 
ley, and the landman, might, be very ufeful indeed on . 
W ; but no officer would truft to them as they would to 
a feamen. Not a few months cruife, nor any thing lilce 
iVoulJ even make them ordinary feamen : it required 
pienfuy, as well as underftanding ; and, uhlefs men 
\ w. early in life ii)to. the fervice, they feldom reached to a 
ptriency. Rude and barbarous as the feamen were gene- 
ra fuppofed to be, it was not every man who could in 
i ai^ngth of time become an able feaman. To be fo rank- 
I cdvquired much greater abilities than the Honourable 
Geman feemed to be aware of. It was not an eafy thing 
toke a landman a feaman j but landmen were ftill be- 
nci], and there were always a proportion onboard. But 
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tlie greateft objeflion that he h^3 to this mode of Tucceffion 
wa^j that it tended to (pY\t and divide (hips companies, to 
take them away, when difciplined, from the officers to whom 
they were endeared, and from the mcflmates with whom 
they were happy. As to the exertions which the Honourable 
Gentleman recommend^, the Adrniralty ha4 nothing nibre 
at heart than to fee every thing done that could promote the 
public fervice ; , and no owners of private yards wqqld.they 
iuffer to remain idle, that would undertake to build iOtiips, 
and could perform their contra£^s. The Honourable Gen- 
tleman feemed to think other wife froni what he had heard 
and feen at tw6 or three of the fea-ports ; but, if he had the 
experience of the Admiralty, he would not credit all he 
(heard : for he could aflure him, that many offers had .been 
made to the board for building fhips \ fometimes in places 
where they could not be launched, and fometimes by per- 
fons who had it not in their power to perform their con- 
trafl. An inflance of this had lately occurred, where a mar 
had applied to the Board for a contra£t, and ^^^ refufec 
tccaufe he was not able to perform what ,he was willin| 
enough to promifo, and becaufe the Board were afltuall' 
fuing hin^ on his penalty, for not having fulfilled his la/ 
contraft. He wanted, however, to fecure a fecond contra<9; 
and, if the Board had gratified him, the public would } 
deluded in their expectations from feeing two (hipsbuildi( 
' at once ; for though two might be on the flips, God oi(f 
knew when even one bf them would be launched. Tfe. 
Honourable Member had mentioned the flips at PortfrnoUi 
and faid that in the yard he had not feen any hurryfr 
buftle : he hoped that this might have arifen from the r^- 
larity and order obfervied m the yard, by which every in 
was employed in his own particular department; buftlead 
confufion were prevented, when every man knew his pc, 
and was attentive to his duty. Though the Honou^Ic 
Member had not feen any work performing on the (hipn 
the flips, it did not follow that a great deal of worlTas 
not going forward. Befides, lYi time of war, very fewips 
of the line wdre built in the equipping dock-yards, th^en 
of thofe yards h^ing full ernployment in refitting, rep^g, 
&c. fuch ihips as were from time to time brought th^for 
thofe purpofes. At Chatham, line-of-battle (hips weiM'Jt 
fomewhat more expeditioufly ; but neither there, nor^eed 
in any of the King's yards, were they built during t/inie 
of war very fail -, and that for this reafon — when fhi|*ant- 

ing 
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ing repairs which woi;ld take up but a ffw mpiiths tp 
completeV' were brouglit in, the then werp alwayS fct tp 
woiK, upon i;hiem iinmecKateW, in cruder to g^,t tbem to fe» 
again as loon as poflJLble, The private flbip-builJers yards 
were th'e pjaicqs xyher-e moft ol; our. (bips were Ijniil.tj.'dupng 
the tinie of Nvar. It was ufualj, pai:|icular(y, fi;?ce. thje cop- 
pering c^tjie in fafliioi}, to ^arry on the ^repairs of pb? Urge 
(hips rt.SWtli^ad/becavite ijiuch i^me niight te loft ii> wait- 
ing for win d?^ an3 tides to car/y theip^ to and from PortC- 
mouth, arid they were tl^erefore, never carried up fo far, ex- 
cept when it was.a^b/olutely neceflary to do Co/; and though 
the calm^ and quiet, which the Honourable Meq[)|i)'er had 
feen in the,4ockry4i:d, mighjt have proceeded, from o/der and . : - 

regularity, it niight alfo. h^ve,, in a great meafu re, aj-iftn 
from this di'rcumitarici?^ that many of the (bipwrights wpre 
at woric at tte time on the lafgeft^fhips afloat at ISpithead, 

His Lordfliip. affured the. HOn. Gentleman, that the Ad- 
miralty were not difpofed to ohiit availing themfelve.s of 
every opportuni£y to have &i(js built, wherevei; fuch plape^ 
could be fbiindf; and, as a pro6f of this, he \yould acquaint 
him with a circumftance Which had very lately ocqi4rred^ 
Orders had been brought over, from pftend^. fp^ building 
large veilels in the private yards^ in the river,; fo.r the fimpe-. . 
ror'^ India. Coippany : by larg^ veffels he njeant (hips, of 
II and i2bo tons. The Admiralty heard of the order, and 
immediately infilled that the mafters,of the yards fbould noli 
undertalte^ to execute them. Application wa^ then madq to 
the Imperial Minifter at pur court, to requeH that, he would 
interfere, and try to perfiiade the Admiralty to withdraw 
their oppofition : b^t his Exceljency was told by ^the Board, . 
that they could not poflibly defift from their oppofition ; be- 
caufe, in the prefent exigency of our affairs, we: ftood in nee4 
of every hand that could drive a nail, apd therefore could 
not, for the prefent, confent that our Ihipwrights fliould 
work for any but ourfelvesj and the people concerned 
were given to underftand, that, if thalaw.s at.prefcnt in being 
were not fufiicient to reftrain them from building for fo-» 
reigrjers at this time, application would he #iade to the Le- 
gifl^turc tor a law that fliould do it efFe6lpal|y» With re- 
gard to the combination alluded to by the Honourable Gen- 
tleman, he really knew not corre<31y whaf he meant. If it, 
was the talk- work plan, he could only fay, that the pro-, 
feflioii he had the honour ^o belong to were,divided in opi- 
nion ULjon the matter ^ (otnc of th^ 4t>Ivft P^en in^ ih^fervice. 
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thinking it a happy circumftance that the plan was flopped 
as it was, and others ipamtaining that it was. the wifcft 
plan that ever was fuggefled. His Lordfhip added, the 
Navy at prefent was greater than any Navy this country had 
feen ; and begged the Committee to recollefl, that upwards 
of one hundred fhips of the line had been put in commii£on 
fince the year I776, He concluded his fpeech with obferv- 
ing, that every poffible exertion had been made, bQth by the 
Admiralty-Board and the Navy-Board, to ftrengthen the 
Navy, and add to the number of fliips in commiflion ; and 
that in the courfe of the year it would be much ftronger 
that it was at prefent. 
Mr. Uvfcy, ^^^ HuJJey^m reply, faid that the noble Lord had given a 
mcft niclancholy pifture of our fituation. What ! would 
the Noble Lord undertake to aflert, that this country could 
not make greater exertions than (he had done ? How were 
we to reinftate ourfelves ? To what ufe had fo many millions 
been voted for the Navy fervice ? Did the Noble Lord plead 
the lofs of the fix (hips, and the damage done to the other 
icvcnteeni as the caufe that was to fatisfy the Committee, 
why our Navy was lefs num.erous by fix (hips this year than 
It was the' laft year ? Did'the Noble Lord think, it was not 
the duty of the Admiralty to provide againft the ordinary 
and incidental calamities of the fervice? Did the Admi- 
ralty fuppofe, we were to lofe none of our (hips in fuch a 
war as the prefent ? For his part, he expeded that wc 
fhould have loft many more. It was wonderful we had not. 
Providence had been extremely kind to us, or we muft 
have experiervced much greater lo(res j and the Admiralty, 
confidering what immenfe fums they had been entruftcd 
with, ought to have given us more mips, and made more 
vigorous efforts. Miniflers were highly criminal for having 
loft both our trade and part of our poileflxons ; they had fa* 
crificed both to the American war, and they ought to an- 
fwer for it ! He begged pardon for being fo warrn, but he 
fpoke as he felt; and he could not help being indignant on 
hearing, that, i^twiihftanding the boaft of the Firit Lord of 
the Admirialty, of his having a fuperior Navy to the Houfe of 
^ Bourbon, we now not only had a Navy inferior to theirs, but 
were told by a Lord of that Board, that there was no hope of 
our being able to have one that was fuperior. He (hould 
perfift therefore in his amendment, and they ou{:ht to thank 
him for it, and accept it joyfully. He wifhcd to (trength^n 
the hands of Government; and if they reiufed the aid, 
there muft te fooi? fecret, dark c»iufe. 

Ad- 
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Admiral Keppel fo far agreed with the Noble Lord, that A<!rtiirU 
It was not an eafy thing to make able Teamen out of land* Ar//W 
men, but it was a moft advantageous thing to have them on 
board, for they came up flowly and gradually to be moft 
ferviceable hands* It undoubtedly required that men fhould 
go young into the fervice to become able Teamen. As to 
fplitting uiips companies* and tearing from an officer the 
men in whom he had confidence, and who had coi)Hdence in 
him, and in one another, it was a thing that he would never 
do : he would as foon put his hand into the pocket of an 
officer, and rob him of his gold, as he would of the men he, 
had bred up. This was the fault of the prefent Board. It 
was this which had divided and diflradted the Navy ; which 
had driven men into the fervice of foreign countries, and 
t^od difpirited thofe that remained. It was a thing which had 
never been praflifed in former days ; in the days of that great 
and gallant man, whom it was the fafhion now to revile, but 
who was the father of the Englifh Navy, Sir Edward Hawke. 
It had been faid» that in his Adminiftration our fleet 'was not 
fo great as it is now. He denied the fa£l — it was greater. 
He fat with him at the Board —he knew his conduft, both 
in his civil and military capacity. He had left behind him a 
name unrivalled in tne maritime records qf his country^ 
There were, indeed, about twenty bad (hips j but it was a 
fingular thing, that of thofe (hips which were appointed to 
p«irade before his Majefty, the greater part were the (liips of , 

iS'ir Edward Hawke. They remained (launch and true to 
their country, like the old Engli(h oak of which they were 
made. Lord Sandwich's foreign men of war were not made . 
for Briti(h fervice. He avowed that the Admiralty had not 
exerted therpfelves in procuring (hips to be built. They had 
opportunities, and they had fufRreO them to efcape. Perhaps ic 
was not yet too lite ; but they Audied and praSifcd the moft 
incompetent and unadvifed plan, and they had by that 
means fufFcred the Britifh Navy to decay ; and he muft aflert^ 
though he did it without defpondencv, that we had better lye 
down at once than go on without a (}'ftem. It was the moft 
melancholy part of our fituation, that thc^Navy which we 
did pofTefs was not directed to an objetSl. 

Lord Muigravi rofe again to fay, that he had never ac- Lord Mn^ 
cufed Sir Edward Hawke of being a bad officer. H^gravu 
thought him one of the greateft and moft gallant feamen that 
ever diftinguifiied this or any country. He loved and revered 
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his memory —and he revered itfo much, that he could not fit 
and hear him degraded by falfe praife. He was a feaman fo ereat 
— fo good, that he was not formed for defcending to the detail 
of the civil duties of office. He made no fcruple to declare 
that he never regarded him as a great Naval Minifter. 
There was one part of his character which rendered him as 
high as any other, and that was, that he had the virtue to 
retire from a fituation, for which he found his abilities 
were not calculated. With regard to what the Honourable 
Gentleman who moved the amendment had faid, as to the 
Admiralty-Board being bound to look for loffes, and provide 
againft them, it was true, and they had done fo. But (hips 
did not grow out of lofles, nor were they to be built in a day. 
Sir Hu^b Sir jfiugh Pallifer gave an account of the combination 
Paihfer, which took place in the yards in 1773, by which many 
of the ableft hands were loft to this country, and the 
Admiralty prevented from building fo many fliips as they 
otherwife would have done. He faid, that this combi- 
nation had been created by the wicked artifices of one 
Lee, a well-known agent of Congrefs, who had fuc- 
ceeded in his traitorous purpofes, and by giving the work** 
men money, and fupporting them while they abiented 
rhemfelves from the King's yards, got them over fo entire- 
ly to his intereft, that Government was under the necelSty 
of abandoning their plan. Sir Hugh alfo mentioned the af- 
fair of John the Painter, and his fetting fire to Portfmouth 
yard, and the city of Brfftol. He further faid, that a va- 
riety of difficulties had been thrown in the way of the pre- 
fent Board of Admiralty. 
'bAr.Thomas Mr. Thomas Townjhend infifted that the amendment was 
Townjhend. exceedingly neceffary— not a fyllable had been faid againft 
it. It would force Minifters to do their duty, and apply 
the additional 500,000!. to the fervice of the Navy, and 
perhaps fpare it from the more unconftitutional fervice of 
the army. Not a fyllable, he faid, had been advanced agairfft 
it. All the gentlemen, who had fpoken on the other fide, 
had endeavoured rather to divert the attention of the Houfe, 
than to anfwer the ftrpng arguments of Mr. Hufley, 
He adverted with pointed irony to what had fallen from 
Lord Mulgrave. To be fure, fays he, if I ^ere to venture 
to fet up an opinion upon a maritime queftion, I fhould be 
correfted for my prefumption — I (hould be told that I was 
as ignorant of every thing that refpefted the Navy of Eng- 
land as Lord Hawke.— *Lord Hawke's education^ it feems, 

did 
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did not fit him for naval affairs, and his opinion was not to 
be held refped^able* Indeed, he confefled the education of 
Lord Hawke and of Lord Sandwich Were very different ; 
and if Loid Sandwich was a proper man to condud the na^ 
va] affairs of England, Lord Hawke muft have been the mod 
unfit perfon upon earth, for no two charafters were ever 
more oppofite to each other. 

He ridiculed the idea of a new diftindlion of charafl^r, 
and faid, he did not underfland v/hat was the meaning of 
the phraie, a great Naval Mintjiery fet up in oppofition to 
the characfler of a great, and experienced fea-officer. He 
laughed alfo at the mention of John the Painter, and all 
that had been faid of a Mr. Lee or Mr. Lind,or Mri Some- 
body, he could not tell who, that had been mentioned as 
the author of a combination fatal to the interefts of thfe 
country; and faid, if the fa£ls were fo, more (hame for Ad - 
miniftration : there were laws in being, equal to the pu- 
nifliment of fuch offenders, and they ought to have been ex- 
erted. Would they dare to come forward, and give as an ex- 
cufe for the wretched impotence and fallen flate of the Bri- 
tifli Marine, that they were oppofed in their meafures, and 
all the naval operations of the country were flopped and de- 
feated by a dcfpicable Mr. Lee ! With all the laws of Eng-* 
land — with all the authority of Government at their fervice 
— wOvild they venture to fay that they were unable to pre* 
vent or to overcome a little paltry combination, begun and 
fupported by a fingle individual f It was a height of impu- 
dence to which he did not think that ever the prefent Admi* 
ralty could have reached. The Honourable Gentleman re- « 
probated ail their mean fuhterfuges — they were too low for 
credu'iry. But fuch had been all along the arts of thofe , 
flate criminals who hail ruined their country. 

Lord North faid, that if no men were to be employed but 
thofe who (hould be voted, he could have no objection -ta 
vote for the amendment : but the Honourable Member who 
had propofed ir knew very well, that let the number voted 
be wnat it n^ght, as many men would be employed as could 
be found*. During the courfe of the latt war, no more than 
70,000 had been voted at one time,, and yet the number 
employed durinp; that war had been from 82 to 86,000 j Inft 
year 9:^,000 had been voted, and 99>845 had been employed : 
fo that, in fact, the number vdted was never the number 
employed. 

The qucftion was therefore a mere matter of finance, and 

f 2 it 
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it only went to this — whether Parliament (hould grant 
5,200,000!. or 5,720,0001. fpecifically for the maintenance 
of 110,000 men. This would certainly make a difference 
of 520,0001. in the ways and means of the year 5 and he 
did not fee why the executive power (hould be tied down to 
expend that fpccific fum in the naval department, even 
though circlimftances (hould occur, which might make it 
more proper to expend that fum in the military department : 
both fervices were undoubtedly ufeful, and fometimes one 
would be ufelefs without the other, it was an amendment 
not likely to add^i 0,000 feamen to our Navy, but an amend* 
jncnt, which, to ufe the Honourable Gentleman's particu- 
lar and remarkable expreifion, an expreffion well adapted to 
' the purpofe, ti^nded to impound five hundred thoufand pounds 

and upwards for the ufe of the Navy. Before the Com- 
mittee acceded to this propofition, he begged leave to call 
to their confideration the ftage of public bufinefs at which 
they flood, the general ufage of Parliament in that fiagCi 
the violent alteration of it now propofed, and the neceffity, 
wifdom, and expediency of altering it fo violently in the 
prefent crifis. The Committee .were now called on to grant 
the firft (upply, the fupply of the Navy, which had always 
and very defervedly been the favourite fervice of the nation. 
The faft was, the Admiralty did, the Admiralty ought, and 
.the Admiralty would be criminal to a great and very high 
degree, if they did not get every feaman that was to be had. 
It was well known by that Houfe, that the cuftom always 
was to move for lefs than would be employed. It was a 
wife pradice, fince it did not give any money to that par- 
ticular department which would lie ufelefs. Why then 
was it neceffary to move for more now ? and why cut 
the Navy to any precife fcantling? and efpecially as the 
Noble Lord had himfelf moved for more than was re- 
quifite to man the prefent lift of the Navy, Some Gen- 
tlemen might be afraid that great augmentations were to 
take place in the army, and that confequently the American 
war was to be purfued with redoubled vigour. The large- 
nefs of the fupply called for this day, might lull their ap- 
prehenfions on that head j for the motion without the 
amendment was ftill for 10,000 feamen more than were 
called for laft year, and confequently the fum of 520,000!. 
would be employed in the naval department more than laft 
year. The queftion therefore was, which fide (hould bo 
more liberal tg \\^% thrown ; one fide was very liberal indeed. 
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in Voting loo^OOOj the other cxceffively and unneceflarily. 
liberal, in voting 110,000; and yet, let which-ever vote 
take place, the Admiralty would employ all the hands they 
could get. 

Colonel Barre begged pardon for being obliged to a(k the Colond 
Noble Lord of the Adtniralty-Board what was the particular Barr^^ 
ftatement of the force of this year, and what the difference 
between it and the force of the laft. He afked the quef- 
tion, becaufe, through an accident, he was not in the Houfe 
when Lord Kifburne had opened th? bufinefs. 

Lord Afo/^rtfW/ repeated and explained the ftatement. We ^^^^ ^*'* 
were but fix (hips lefs than laft year ; fo that feventeen fliips* 
had been added, to the navy in little lefs than a year from 
March 1780. As to the fourteen (hips that he had men- -' 
tioned, fomething very extraordinary muft happen to pre- 
vent their being added to the Navy, as four of them were 
Ihips now under repair, and nearly finiflied, and the other 
ten, new fhips, almoft ready for launching : three of thefe 
ten new fliips were thofe prefented to Qovernment by the 
Eaft-India Company. PofEbly, faid Lord Mulgrave, more 
mdty be got ready, but he did not chufe to overftate the 
matter. If there were more, fo much the better for the 
public ; and if there were not, he (hould not hereafter be 
chargeable with having promifed what was not performed. 
He did, in the mean time, aflure the Committee^ that both 
the Admiralty and the Navy Board would make every ex- 
ertion in their power, for the neceffity was to the full as 
obvious to them as it could be to the Committee, 

Colonel Barre then faid, that with a diminiftied fleet, a c^i^^gi 
fleet declared to be inferior to that of the enemy, and dc- Barr/. 
clared to be incapable of rifing fuperior, or even equal to it, 
the Minifters refufed the generous profilers of Gentlemen on 
that fid& of the Houfe, to ftrengthen their hands,. and en- 
able them to encreafe the Navy. It evidently ftiewed that 
they were ftill determined to purfue their plan of giving a 
preference to the army. 

If the motion hid been merely to entruft fo much more 
money to the hands of thofe who had (hewed them fe Ives 
fuch improvident and carelefs fiewards already, he fliould 
h.we oppbfed it ; but the motion of his Honourable friend, 
who he would venture to pronounce as honeft a man as any 
within thofe walls, having been fupported by fuch firong 
arguments, and proved to have a good and* an important 
teiid^Opyj he certainly would vote for it j 4nd if the Com- 
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mi t tee meant to a^ openly, and honeftly, in/ order effedually 
to convince the public that their addrefs to the Throne was 
not empty adulation, but that they meant to give the Crown 
real, fubftantial, conftitutional fupport, they would do the 
fame. With refpeft to the fftimates of the army, he faid 
he had juft perufed them, in order to fee how the queftion 
of the American war, to which a learned Lord had faid 
Minifters muft foon fpeak out, would be brought forward 
by thofe eftimates. He declared that they burnt his hand 
while he held them, as he faw the nation was again to pay 
for regiments, many of which, were they let into the gal- 
lery, would not incommode the company then prefent In 
that part of the Houfe. The Colonel faid, it was another 
paper army that the public were to be taxed for. He an* 
fwered Lord North's argument about the precedent of vot- 
ing a certain number of feamen and marines, and ailerted, 
that, in the Noble Lord's adminiftration, tlie precedent in- 
fifted on had been frequently abandoned. - 

He lamented our misfortunes ; he attributed them to our 
difregard of our naval force ; he hoped that was now at an 
end : he pretended to no fcientific knowledge, yet, from the 
obfervations that a man of common fenfe could make, he 
could conceiye nothing lefs than the moft criminal negli- 
gence of the national welfare in the condud: of the marine 
department ; nay, the very words that the Noble Lord 
(Lord Mulgrave) let fall in the courfe of the debate, con- 
vinced him of this negligence. The Noble Lord had 
mentioned fome confutations of the Admiralty, in order to 
thwart a defign of the Emperor of Germany to build {hips 
in this kingdom, —To thwart ! Then it feemed, fhips might 
have been built for foreign fervice ; Why not for our own ? 
Was this a proof that the exertions of the Admiralty have 
been at the height ? — Quite the contrary. The motion of 
his Honourable friend was generous — it was manly — it 
fprung from the pureft of motives. Miniftry, if they per- 
fifted in rejedting it, muft give this fentiment to their 
country, that they rejected the opportunity that was offered 
of reftoring the Royal Navy to its wanted grandeur. 
Mr. Byng, ^^* ^y^g denied the do<5lrine that had been laid down by 
Lord Mulgrave on a former day, that this country muft be 
inferior to that of the Houfe of Bourbon, whenever thefe 
powers applied all their refources to the equipm^cnt of 3 
navy, lie denied its having been inferior in the reigns ct 
King William and (^een Ann^, a^d faid, that hiftory re- 
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futed the doSrine. , The Britifh fleet was fupcrior to the 
enemy at the famous battle of La Hogue — it was upon vari- 
ous occafions at that time fuperior to the enemy ; and it 
might be, as it ought to be, fuperior to them now. We ought 
to imitate upon this occafion the condu£^ of our enemies in 
the extraordinary exertions which they made to recruit their 
navy m 1704. Such a natio^ial exertion ought in the pre- 
fent moment to be made ; and then, if we failed of having 
a fuperior fleet, we might fit down with the defpond^ng 
do<3rine of the Admiralty, that our efforts were in v^in. 

General Smith faid, he muft take credit to himfelf for hav- Gen. Smith. 
ing been the humble means of giving to his country half as 
many line-of-battle ihips, as his Majefty's Minifters intended 
to give in the courfe of the year. It. was he who moved in 
the India Houfe for building three fhips for Goverilment. It 
was certainly a great boaft for a private man tp make ; and 
the proceedings of the prefent day fliewed how much the 
nation was indebted to the £aft India Company for their ge- 
nerous and munificent prefent. 

Mr. Penton begged the Honourable Gentleman to accept Vix^Vcntan. 
of his warm thanks for the fbare which he had had in bring- 
ing about the favour. Every citia^en of this country was 
under obligation to him; but he faid, that, had not the Eaft In- 
dia Company a£led in a manner fo extraordinarily and fo no- 
bly generous, this country would have had the fame number 
of new fhips, as thofe builders in whofe yards the three {)iips 
given by the India Cpmpany were built, would have been em- 
ployed by the Admiralty. He faid, that the Admiralty had 
made every poflible exertion, and had embraced every op- 
portunity ofjncreafing the number of our (hips. He wifbed 
that any gentleman could point out a better mode for en- 
creafing the ftrength of the Navy than had yet been ob- 
ferved ; and ventured to afTert that the Board of Admiralty 
would inftantly adopt it; 

General Conway fpoke alfo very warmly, and faid, if »t 
was true that this kingdom was inferior, an^ muft be infe- conwaj, 
rior, to France, in her Navy, it was all over wifch us indeed, 
and we muft make peace at any rate ; but he did not believe 
the fadl. He doubted the corredlnefs of the Noble Lord's 
hiftorical quotations relative to the inferiority of our Marine 
to that of the Houfe of Bourbon in the reigns of King 
William and Queen Anne ; and faid, if it were true, that 
we could not make a greater exertion, and that building 
f<iven fhips in 9 year was the utmott p'offible extent of our 
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efforts, for God's fake make peace direflly, aflc it on any 
terms, and conclude i^ before more blood and treafure is 
wafted ! But he believed it was nothing but the mifma* 
nagenient or the incapacity of Minifters, that made our fleet 
inferior, and that, if it was in abler hands, it would yet rife 
to its wonted fplendour, 
Wlt,Wchb. Mn Webb knew thatJt was only the negligence or in- 
capacity of the Minifters that we had to blame^ The 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Penton) had defired any gen- 
tleman to point out how the Admiralty could have in- 
creafed their efforts. He would tell that Honourable Gentle- 
man, and the Houfe, and the Country. There were many 
private yards capable of building line-of-battle (hips, and 
which they might have employed through the whole of the 
prefent war. In the river there were four capital yards, each 
of them capable of building four fhips of the line at one 
time : the yards of Mr. Wells, Mr. Barnard, Mr. Perry, 
and Mr. Randall. They had built for the Company ; and 
three of them were now building the fliips of the line pre- 
fented to Goverhn\ent, He had fpoken to Mr, Wells (who 
was the particular friend of Lord Sandwich) on the fubjed, 
and had afked him why he did not build for Government ? 
Mr. Wells faid, that, even in the prefent alarming and cri- 
tical moment, Government would not pay him. They did 
not, and .would not, give him encouragement. He averred 
that they might have had fixteen (hips of the line conftantly 
in thefe flips ; and there were many more at the outports. 
At Ipfwich they might have built (hips ; and there was no 
fcarcity of men, if there were (hips. The Eaft Indiamen 
had gone round to Spithead well and fully manned, and 
they could have got many more. This he knew from his 
own knowledge ; for he had been principally enciaged in 
fitting them out. Many more able hands applied to him 
for employment than he wanted. This was a fa<9, .Why 
then did'ihe Admiralty fay that our Navy mufl be infe- 
rior, without profiting from the opportunities which they 
really enjoyed ? It was an ill-timed, and an ill-judged 
parfimony, at fuch a crifis as the prefent,* to forego this^ 
opportunity, and the Admiralty ought to anfwer it to their 
country. 
l.oHMft/. -Lord Mulgrave obferved, that the Honourable Gentleman 
lia%€, kad faid Mr. Wells was a particular friend of the Firft Lord 
of the Admiralty: fo far, then, he proved that the Noble 
Lord wai> difmtercfted^ and had not yielded that to frien 1- 
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^ Ihip or to private regard which would have been an impro-* . 
per bargain with a ftrangcr. The fa<9: was, as he under- 
ftood it, Mr. Wells wanted to charge a greater price thaix 
other builders were fatisfied with receiving. Had his de- 
mand been complied with, the price would have been uni* 
verfally raifed on the public, and the difference of the ex- 
pence would have been enormous. As the twelve India- 
men lately built were finilhed, the yards would want work ; 
and he had no doubt, unlefs Mr. Wells was fo rich as to 
give up ail further thoughts of bufinefs, his ftomach would 
coitie to, and he would again contrail with Government, His 
LordQiip faid further, -he was very glad to hear that feamen 
were plenty, and the Indiamen manned ; for then he hoped 
they would not be brought round to Portfmouth by the lum- 
pers, and that their Captains would not Continue the prac- 
tice of ftealing the men from bis Majefty's jfhips, trepanning 
them, intoxicating, and concealing them in the infamous 
manner that they had done frequently. 

His Lordihfp repeated his affertion, that the Navy of / 
Great Britain was now greater that ever ; that we had' more 
fhips in commifHon than we had all lad war, when we, had 
the aid of America. He infifted upon it, in reply to Mr, 
Byng, that the hiftoric^l fadls flood as he had flated them in 
a former debate. At the fiege of Barcelona, and the battle . 
of Malaga, there was a Dutch fquadron joined to ours. In 
the fuccefs at La Hogue, the Dutch were with us. l\\ Lord 
Torrington's affair off Beachy Head, the Dutch were al fo 
joined with us ; but where we flood alone, the Houfe of 
Bouiboa were our fuperiors in point of number. In Bantry 
Bay, they were 28 fhips, or thereabouts, to our 21; and 
he afferted again, and averred, that whenever the French bent 
all their endeavours, and employed their refources to the 
equipment of a Navy, they mufl be fuperior to us. Lord 
Mulgrave repeated it, that the Navy-Board did their duty, 
aiid that every exertion poiEble had been made to build with 
the utmofl expedition. * * ,♦ 

Colonel fi^rr^ afked, if, becaufe Mr. Wells was exorbi- Col. Bjfrr. 
tant, the Admiralty were prevented from buildmg in the 
other three yards ? Might they not have built 12 fliips at ' 

A time ? 

Lord Mulgrcroe faid he had been at fea, and could not tell Lori MuU 
the reafon. He was unacquainted with the late proceedings g^o^^t* 
•f the Admiralty. 

Mr. Bamber Gafcoigne faid, that the vards in the r Iver Mr. B^wJ^r 
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were chiefly occupied in building fmall (hips ; and they pre- 
ferred them, becaufe they paid better : — he declared, that there 
was not a builder's yard on the bank of the Thames, wha 
- was willing; to dnter into a Contract to build Hiips for Go- 
vernment, that was not employed in that fervice* Mr. 
Gafcoigne ftated, that the number of (hips of the lino 
now building were thirty-two, the greateft part of which 
would be ready to be launched en or before the middle of 
the year 1783, and all of them be compleat for the fervice 
of 1784. But the reafon why iKe Builders in the Thames 
were averfe from contra<Sling with Government was, that 
the river was fo" favourable for building merchant- (hips : — 
\)(rheii they built JKaft or Weft Indiamen, th^y Had regularly 
the benefit of dockage, of which they were entirely deprived^ 
when they biiilt for Government, becauf<^ tHe King's (hips 
were always docked, cleaned, and repaired, in the royal 
yards. What the Admiralty could do, they had done j but 
the bufmefs of making contrails belonged to .the Navy- 
Board. 

Mr. PttHc' Mr. Puliemy fpoke with great warmth on this pdint^ 
•C* What ! was this a moment, when the very exiftence of the 
nation was at ftake, to prevent the building of 16 (hips every 
eighteen months, for the paltry faving of a few thoufand: 
pounds ! He reprobated the idea of the Admiralty-Board 
throwing the blame on the Navy-Board, and fo (hifting it 
off their own (houldcrs. He faid, there ought to be one ge- 
rferal infpedtrng and fupervifing officer, to fee that the duty 
ol all the Boards was done. He bLmed alfo the niggardli- 
ncfs of (landing haggling witK (hip-builders for a few (hil- 
lings a ton in each fhip, when the great and important in- 
tcrelts of the nation were at flake. If it was for the intereft 
o'f fhe buildeis to prefer the merchant's bargain, why not 
make up to them the difference. It Was natural for men to 
prefer the employer that paid them beft. 

^\^J^^^ Mr. /^V^/r/m^ lamented that he (hould have his feelings 
'* * irriiatedpby men in office endeavouring to imprefs defpon- 
dency on that Houfe. He declared all that the Noble 
Lord had faid on the fubjedlof the Marine of Great Britain's 
b^ing in former reigns inferior to that of the Houfe of Bour- 
bon, went to harrow and tear up by the roots all thofe ideas 
of the glory of this country, which he had been taught to 
adopt in his infancy, and which made every tngli(hman's 
hfeaft glow with the nobleft ardour, whenever he heard of 
Great Britain's being involved in a conteft with France and' 
S|>ain:. He'faid> in addition to what bad falfen from Mr. 
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"Webb, that a fhip of the line,. called the Temple, Ua'J been 
built fome years Hnceat.^he town .he had the honour to re- 
prefent, the town of ^ingfton upon Hull ; and ihips mighjt 
be procured from the fame yard regularly, if encoura^- 
ment was givenj for there was no want of fliipwrights^ 
and there was no charge of extravagance. . 

Lord Jkfulgraw faid, that there were two fhips buUl^ at, 
Hull, the Temple and the Ardent. The Temple, afcer .^^'^ ^'?^- 
having been at fea only three years, on a fine fummer's day, ^''*^'' . 
in weather perfeftly calm, went down and was loft. The 
Ardent, foon after (he was fitted out, was obliged to be 
fent into dock, and coft nearly as much repairing, as (he 
would have done to be re-built : an^expence arifing fi^om the- 
extreme rottennefs of her timbers. Thefe were jeafons to 
induce the Admiralty to be cautious hpw they ventured tp 
contraft again with the fame yard. 

Admiral JS^pf/ begged > leave to inform the ConRmitt^e, 
that the Temple was fent to the Weft-Indies, and had her -^^*^^W^ 
bottom almoft entirely eaten out by the worms 5 after which9 
ih^ went down in the open fea, exactly as the. noble Lord 
had reprefented. 

Mr. Cox faid, that, to his knowledge, Mr. Randall wa$ 
now building either two or three (hips for Government. Mr. Cc^, 

Mr. Fox faid, he could not fufFer the amendment on this 
important queftion to go to a vote and a divifion without ^''' ^^^^ 
marking the extraordinary fort of defence of the Admiralty- 
3oard, which had been fet up and perfifted in by the Noble 
Lord who had ftood forward in its defence. The Noble 
Lord had told the Committee, in the language of exultation 
a^d of triumph, that the Navy of Kngland now was greater 
and more numerous tbai^ the Navy of England laft war« - 
Good God ! was the Navy of England of this day to fight 
the Navy of England of that day 5 if it were, the argument 
Would be a good one ! The fad was, the Navy of the 
Houfe of Bourbon was greater than ever it bad been known j 
the Navy of England W^s to fight that Navy, an4 the fole 
queftion was, was it greater and ftronger than the Navy of 
the Houfe of Bourbon^ That was the only comparative . 
point of view in which the matter could be regarded, and fron^ 
that ibrt of comparifon only would the merit, pr the, crimi- 
nality, of the prefent Board of Admiralty, refult 1 He 
complimented Lord Mulgrave on his perfonal honour and hi$ 
perfonal feelings, declaring he ^l^^evcd him to be a man 
who loved his profeflion and loved his country. , He aflced, 
to ^h%t a pitiful defence was the ^dmixslty that day 
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reduced ? — Merely to the fimple complaint, that Mr- Wells 
aflced an inordinate price; — that a fixigle |hip-builder*s 
I rcfufing to work upon fuch terms as the Admiralty wiflied 
' to tie him down to, had (lopped the exertions of Great Bri* 
tain, as a naval power, and rendered her incapable of rcfift- 
JBgthe efforts of her great and her powerful enemies ! He 
laughed at Lord Mulgrave, for faying, as an unanfwerable 
reply to Mr, Wilberforce, that the Temple went down on 
a fummcr's day, and bid him remember, that the Marlbo- 
rough, a man of war built in one of the King's yards, went 
down at the fame time. Before he concluded, hefaid, he 
had long derermined to take fuch meafures as Ihould bring 
the prefent Firft Lord of the Admiralty to his merited pu- 
nifliment; that he was convinced of his guilt, and waited 
only for a fit opportunity of bringing it forward ; and moft 
afluredly, when that opportunity offered, he wpuld not fail 
to feize it. . 
Mr» Potur, Ml*. PotUr defended the Admiralty, and faid, from hij 
own connexions in bufmefs with ity he was convinced the 
Admiralty- Board was zealoufly. inclined to promote th© 
tru^ -iritferefts of their country ; that they did all in their 
power to put that intention in pradlice, and that no crimi- 
nality was imputable to them. 

At hklf after nine the Houfe divided on the amendment j 
Ayes 73", Noes 143. 

The tnain queltion was then put and agreed to ; as was 
^Ko the tonfequent motion for granting a fiim not exceeding 
4I. per man, per month, for their maintenance. — The Houfe 
was refumed and adjourned. 

December 6. 

Gn bringing up the report from the Committee, of the 
vote of 100,000 feamen, Mr. Huffey rofe, as he faid, to 
make his Amendment again; but jhe ^peaker inforrhed him, 
that it was not pofRble for the Houfe to amend the vote of 
the Comnfiittee by an addition. All grants muft driginate in 
the Committee of Supply. The Honourable Gentleman, 
therefore, if he wifhed to renew his Amendment, muft move 
f>r the recommitment of the report. On this Mr. Huffey 
gcquiefced, and the report was brought up and confirmed, 

Pecemher 7, 

No Debate; 

J)ecemher 10. 

No Debate, 

December 1 j, 

Np Debate. 
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(December ia» 

When the order of the day was ciHed for an8 Ac HotlK 
were going irrt© a committee of fiipply to vote ihe army. 
Sir James Lowth&r rofe to make ft previous motion ; before 
the Houfe went ioto a coiTimittee to -vote the armyfirpplies, ^^"^S^* 
k became them te ingqire, whether they were to pencvere 
in this war, and feed it with more Britifh treafiire, and •feed' 
it with more Britliliiblood ? It %ad been obftinately, fs^tailiy 
purfued* The ccwfttry was drained, exhaufted, dejeTftea. 
Their hearts were Againft it. —They coniidered it ^s .a 
ftruggle againft nature, in which every thing was to lie ha- ^ 
zardc<l, and notiilng to be got. The i^ech frotn the throne 
had given th^m «a m(i& ferious klarm ; it flicwed iSretti that 
raioifters were diHernrnied -to pericVerc in fpitc of calamity;' 
that they wcne Wgotted to fhe pi'cffecution of the <coritefty 
and that more blood 'and, more money was to he favithed. 
They faw (h^m/i^oing on in o^pofitionto all the e;;cperiencc 
• that they haifl had ; that the furrenderof an arn^y only gave 
them fpirit to ri(k and to lofc a fecond ; and the forrender of 
a fecond inftigated them but to venture a'third. There wis 
no end of lofs, nor of madnefs. Our fleetis were every where 
inferior ; two of our armies had been captured, and a ftaift 
had been fixed upon our arras, and uppn the honour and 
faith of the Ration, by a moft cruel article in the capitula- 
tion of Lord Cornwallis. They went on from year to yeax^ 
againft the voice of the people of England, becatift th'^y, 
were fatallyv fupported by a fetof men whom they'pald for 
the purpofe in that Houfe. The general voice of the people 
of England was againft them, and ftijl they perfevered.. In 
fuch a moment, thefcfore, to remain longer fubmiffive, 
would be difgraceful in that Houfe, as well as criminal; 
they would ceafe to be the reprefentatives of the people, and 
become the reprefentatlves of the' minifter. They muftj tf ' 
they defigned to do their duty, and to difcharge their truft 
to their conftituents, come to a fpecific declaration op the 
point, and put an end to the war by a peremptory refolutioni 
It ' . . - — - 




plantatioqi 

** America, has proved ineffectual f ither to the^proteftion^ 
*^ of his'Majefty's k)yal fuhjeas iti the faid colonies, or for 
" defeating the dangerous <iefigns of our enemies," And this 
decl«vraiio|i the lippourable Barpnet faid, woul4 lead to a fe- 
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cond propofition, which he alfo purpofed to make, and whicli 
was, ^' that it i$ the opinion of this Houfe, that under the 
*' prefent circumftanccs of the country, all further attcmpB 
** to reduce thp revolted colonies to obedience are contrary 
t ^^ to the true intereils of this kingdom, as tending |o weaken 
^' its efforts agaiufl its ancient and powerful enemies." He 
concluded with mpving the firft propofition. 
Mr. Powys. Mr. Powys rofe to fecond- the motion, and he declared that 
he did it with the.moft heartfelt fatisfafiiion, for fo convinced 
had he been of the propriety and even necefHty of fucb a re- 
folution, that as his honourable friend, from whom on ac- 
count of his great weight and interefl in the county it came 
with fo much mofe grace, he had determined, unconneAed 
as he was^ to have ipa^le jt himfelf, for he mofl fincerelj 
believed, that it waf^^the .only means left to us, in our pre- 
fent fituationy by which we could extricate ourfelves from 
cur difficulties, and retrieve our rank in Europe. We had 
perfeverdd in this war againfl the voice of reafon and wif- 
dora, againfl: experience that ought to teach, againfl cala- 
luity that ought to make us feeU It was the idol of his Ma- 
jefly's Miniflers, to which they had facrificed the interefe 
of the empire, aod almoft half the territories : They bowed 
before it, they made the nation bow ; they faid that the re- 
fources of the empire Were not exhaufted ; they faid fo, be- 
caufe they themfelves found no diminution of income. 
Their annual, incomes arofe out of the public purfe, and io- 
/lead of diminifhing, they increafed with the misfortunes 
and the impoverifhment ofrthc country. The illufion whicli 
had filled the minds of fbme gentlemen with the hope of fe- 
ing America reduced to her former obedience to this country 
was now no more; and though at firft it might have betray- 
ed honeft men into a determination to fupport the meafures 
of miniflers, which had that reduftion in view, he could not 
conceive how it came to pafs, that now, when the illufion 
was at an end, when repealed difaflers and caUpiities had 
proved that the redufltion of America, by force, was iro* 
prafticablc, there could be found a fct of boi^efl:, indepen- 
dent gentlemen, who coujd pcrfeycrp in fupporting tho^c 
nieafures, by which the empire had bejen diftpembcred and 
deflroy.ed. That miniflers fhould peffeyere in the mad plan 
of purfuing the phantom of, conqueft in America was not at 
ail furprifing to him ; on the contrary, it was extreniely b^' 
tural; becauTe to the war they owed their fituations anu 
their emoluments, anid by a peace they mufl: lofe- them : ^)"^ 
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this was not the cafe of independent gentlemen who fupported 
fhem ; and he was ready to confefs, that among the frienrd^ 
of adnainiftration in that Houfe, he eould reakon fome gen- 
tlemen of independent fortunes ; from what motives, or oa 
what pinciples, fuch men continued to fupport the prefent 
adminiftration, he was really at a lofs to point out ; nay, he 
could not fo much as guefs« 

Could it be from experience of their abilities ? alas ! th^ 
whole hiftory of the American war was, from one end to 
the other, one continued proof that fyilem and abilitieis werd 
Hot to be found in the management of our force in the Colo« 
Dies : an army was marched from Canada, and captured at 
Saratoga ; another from Charles-town^ and furrendered at 
York-town. 

Was it in the flrength and number of our allies that they 
boped for fuccefs from thofe meafures to which they gave 
their fupport? Melancholy reflection! We were left to 
contend alone with our ene^nies; abandoned by all the' 
World, we could not find a friend from pole to pole. 

There were in this country, at this time, all the figns and 
tokens of a falling ftate. The defcriptions given of the 
marks and iigns of the decay, and fall of a great empire,^ 
written by one of the ableft hiftorians of the prefent age, was 
fo applicable to thofe times, and to this country, that, if the 
ft[oufe would give him leave, he would quote thepaflage* 
It defcribed the figns to be, that the government of Rome at 
this period, the period of its decay, under Valentinian III* 
'^ ceafed to be formidable abroad, and became odious and 
•* oppreflive at home : that taxes encreafcd with the poverty 
** of the flatej and that the emperors wafted the refources " 
** of the empire, in carrying on wars againfl rebels that 
•* they themfclves had made : that the diflant parts of the' 

empire were either opprcffed by their governors intoinfur- 

redion and revolt, or left defcncelels, a prey to invading, 
*' enemies v that the fenators were corrupted to abufe their 
** truft : that difcipline was relaxed, meafures were weak, 
** changeable, and inconfiflent ; that miniflers were fuffered 

to a£t without having the confidence of the empire, andL* 

that economy \yas negleftcd in proportion as it became 
*' neceflary." THcfe, he faid, were the figns given by that 
hiftorian of the declenfion and the fall of the empire of Rome. 
That hiftorian (Mr. Giblx)n)y whofe enrollment in the admi- 
niftration was the only accefBon of which his Majefty's mi- 
aifters bad to boaft> had given this defcription : andean ano- 
ther" 
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flier place, fpiakingof the emperor Honorius, he fays, that 
*< it was the falhjon of the court, at that time, to refifl the 
voice and the intfeatics of * the peop!6 ; • and Honorius hira- 
ft\f was- deluded by his officers of ftatc into an impolitic de 
daratioiT, that' he was for iraphcablc, eternal war." The 
jbiftorian feys, th^t then* no misfortunes nor calamities codd 
ward. them to defift, but that they perfcvcredj and were 
ruitied. Thi^ dcfcription v^s fo ftrong', fo' expreffive, lb 
appHcabl^, that though it was faid to belong to Rome, he 
could not help thinking that it alluded to a nearer coontrv, 
zttd 2t nearer period. He called upon gentlemen to recolleft 
that the war in which we were engaged in America, was not 
liRe^'a war between' two rival, or two neighbouring ftates, 
about a barrier or a boundary ; a conteft which, however it 
cnded^ could not detraft much fi*om the importance or 
weight of either. It was a war in which every donclufion 
wasagainftus; in which we had fufFered every thing, with- 
out gaining any thin^. We weakened no eneniy by our 
efforts. .We cxhaufted no rival by diflreffing ourfelves; 
trvcry point of the war was againflrus. He made fomc very 
ingenious remarks on the conduft of minifVers, with Tcfpeft 
to the American war. '* It was not," faid they, ** a war 
of ambition, of avarice, of rancour. We never defigned 
nor wifhed to reduce America by force.'^ This was their 
language ; and to maintain this they muft fay, that the va- 
rious expeditions which have been undertaken were only ex- 
peditions of friendfliip. The attacks of our arms Were only 
a fort of conciliatory projwfitions. General Burgoyne was 
only a commillioner of peace. They had no hoftile inten- 
tions, or at leaft his Majefty*s miniflers furniftied them with 
no hoftile powers againft our fellovy-fubjefts in America. Hs 
took notice of this, and he took notice of it in this way, be- 
caufe really the whole of the American w£tr had been a war 
of delufion, from the beginning to the end. Every promile 
h.id been broken, every affertion had been falfified, every 
objcft had • been compleiely given up. Minifters had faid 
one thing one day, they bad come down^ and with grave 
fviccs fajd the dtreft contrary the next. It was now a war of 
ihis fort, lljen a war of that fort ; now a war of revenue, 
then a Vv'ar of fupremacy ; now a war of coercion, then a 
war of Iriendfliip; that .he people of this country, that 
, Houfe, and particularly the country gentlemen, had l>eeii 

tfcUidcd, confounded, abufed and cheated. They had found 
at laft that evaHon but led to eyafion, and trick to trick» 

Hi» 
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His M^cfty's miniftcFS had called it principle to perftvcrc. 
Firmnefs our repeated loffes have now* more properly converted 
into obftinacy ; and the attachment to what are called the an- 
cient principles of a party, would, continued any longer, .ba 
an evidence of phrenzy. Men, worthy men, doubtlel's there • 
were, who on principle had been induced to vote with adnot- 
niftration ; but could their eyes, in this alarming moment, be 
Ihut to the fallacy of their opinions. This was net a time for 
nien to group together, or indulge in the narrow-minded 
difiinf^ion of party, when every honeft heart and hand in 
the kingdom fhould level the pitiful boundaries of reparation, 
and unite in one powerful body, to avert the wreck with 
which this, unhappy country was fo imminently threatened. 
His Majefty's minifters had faid to the Americans, we will 
reftore your old governments, if you will return to your alle- 
giance. How had they fhewn their difpofition to do this, 
when a temporary profpeft of opportunity occurred ? This 
fine tempting promife turned out to be no more than this,— 
that they were willing to reftore their ancient governors. 
They embarked Lord Dunmore, and dlTpatched him to his 
ancient government of Virginia, as a likely miflifterial means 
of conciliating the afFedions of the people of that province. 
He, whofe former mild conduA, and eafy, amicable mini-^ 
ftry, had made them lb contented and fo happy ; but th*" 
termination* put to our proceedings in Virginia had difap- 
pointed this well-laid fcheme, and a certain clerk, fecretary, 
and colonel Thompfon was now fent to reconcile his couatry- 
men to Great- Britain. He called upon gentlemen to fay, i,f 
there was ftill any hopes, after the difafter in Virginia ; if 
there was ftill any dilpofition in their minds to go on ; what 
ray of hope was not' blafted ! what profpeft had not failed ! 
what objeft, asiie.had faid, was not abandoned J The 
country gentlemen, who had been deceived in the begin-r 
ning, could be deluded no more. There was no idea of 
drawing a revenue from that country ; there was no idea of 
alleviating the burthens of Britain, by carrying it on; there 
was no other idea, and there could be no other rcafori, than to 
preferve the power, the confequcnce^ and the emoluments, 
which flowed from it. 

It was time therefore for Parliatnent to interfere, and to 
prevent that total ruin, which the jneafures of adminiftration 
could not fail to bring on, if they fliould remain unchecked : 
the motion that had been juft made m ight prevent that ruin; 
it did not rfefufe a fupply ; it did not clog the wheels of go- 

VoL. V. R vernment, 
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vernmeot, nor did it criminate any man, or fct of men ; it 
had no rctrofpcftive tendency ; it only aiTerted a faft, v^hick 
pobody could difpute ; of the truth of which the whole world 
was perfefily well acquainted : it did not encroach upon 
the prerogatives of the executive power ; it did not take 
away from the Crown the right to diftributc the forces of the 
ftate in whatever manner it fhould think for thp benefit 
of the people ; it went no farther than to fay, that among 
the' operations of the war, America fhould not be the the* 
atre. Surely minifters would not be fo weak and ridiculous 
to fet up that old, ftale objection, which was ufed on all occa* 
iipns, when attempts were made for the good of the public; 
and that was, that the enemy would, if the motion fhould 
be carried, brlet into the fecrets of the cabinet, and be made 
acquainted lyith the future plans of our operations. But this 
was an idle objection ; it could be meant only to deceive 
that Hov^fe, or furely no man in his fenfes could fuppofe, 
that telling thp enemy that America fliall be no longer the 
theatre of war, can poffibly difcover to them where we mean 
tp ad with vigour and efFeft : on the contrary, it would pro- 
duce thi^ efFea, that the enemy, not knowing againft what 
part of their dotpinions we ihould dire£t our attacks, would 
be alarmed for their fafcty, ^nd held in a dreadful fufpencc; 
but it was farcical to fay, that becaufe the war in America 
fhould ceafe, the enemy muft neceflarily know what would 
be the particular qbjeft of attack. Would gentlemen fay 
that the dominions of both branches of the Houfe of Bour- 
bon were fuch a fpeck upon the globe, that the moment wc 
fheathed the fwoi:d in America, the Fi'cnch and Spaniards 
muft neceflarily know againft what fppt of their territories 
we might afterwards mean to draw it? Surely not; for 
tbey were vulnerable in a thoufand places ; and therefore the 
probable cpiifequence of a ceflation of hoftilities in America, 
would be a general ponfternation and alarm amongft our 
European epemics, accompanied with continual apprehen- 
iions for the fafety of their wide-extended dominions. See- 
ing therefore that there were many powerful reaibns for the 
Houfe tp adppt the pref^nt refolution ; and not being able tq 
forefee one forcible objeftiori to it, he thought he could 
pot better difcharge his duty to his country than by giving 
it his moft hearty fupport. He liked the wording of it, upon 
account pf its being at qnce explicit and concife ; neither 
giving any handle to mifconception, nor leaving any thing 
unfaid which U was r^ecciJary to fay in the preftnt awful and 

critical 



A. ly.St DEBATES; 123 

critical nioiUcnt : for this reafoh he highly approved of it; 
for this reafbn he warmly reeoiiiiilended it to the Houfcj and . 
he trufted it would be accepted; 

Lord North rofc, he; faid, at fd cdrly a pferiod, bccaiife on 1^'*^ ^^'^ 
fo important a iijueftioh, and on fo innpbrtant a day, it would 
naturally be expected that fdme perfdn in office fhould give 
his opinion. He would do it very fhortly. The motions 
of the honourable Baronet, for he would fpeak to theni 
both ; though it was not ftriftly in order, it was yet agreeable 
to ufe, as they were both connefted, and were to follow one 
another^ With regard to the motions themfelves,* he could not 
but acknfowledge they were fair, moderate, free from paffion^ 
not founded on peribhal rclentment, an^h therefore, as far a$ 
the ftyle of them was in.qucftionj perfeftly unexceptionable; 
How fjai* they were juft, how far they were neceffary, atid 
how far it was either ptudent or politic for the Houfe td 
accede to them at that moment, Were very different conii*^ 
derations. - 

His Lordftlip then ptodeeded. He faid, he had ilo objcc- 
^tion to fpeak out, and giVe as much fatisfaftion to the Houfe 
as it would be prudent for them to expcft. Or for him X.6 
give. The motions, he faid, concluded the Americian wat 
in every ftiape and form; they prcfcribed to the executive 
branch of the legiflature the manner of continuing the War \ 
and confequently pointed out to the eneiiiieis of this country 
what were to be the meafures, what the fyftem, and what 
the mode and operations of the war. To fo much, he averr* ' 
cd, did the fecond motion extend ; for it declared^ that all 
attempts to reduce America to obedience by force,' would 
be deftrudlive, &c. Why then, notwithftanding i^hat thfc 
honourable gentlemen has faid of its being ridiculous antl 
contemptible to fet up fuch an excufcj I muft, fays the no- 
ble Lord, infift and contend^ that the enemy is informed by 
this means of our future plan, fbr all otar operations are de- 
clared to be direded againft them folely. They are prepar- 
ed by our own declaration. Our government, fays he. Is 
more favourable to our enemy in point of affording theth 
information, than if it were more arbitrary ; but we enlarge 
the opportukiities, we give thein additional advantages^ when 
we proclaim in Parliament how we mean to condufl our- 
felves in our enfuing campaign; He next faid, that he 
fhould objeft undoubtedly to the motions, but ih giving a 
negative to them, he felt himfelf bound in forhe degree, and 
cfpccially^ after what paffed lately On another occafion, to 
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fpoak ihore out Aipon the defign of the future mode Of the 
profccjation of the war th^n be was generally accuftoaied to 
do, or indeed than it was either wife or palkic for a xndn ia 
a high and refponlible office to do^ at any t4me, nnjefs the 
urgent necei&ty of the cafe rendered it impoffible foT ixlta to 
make any other .cle£lion of condufl. He was wiUing to de- 
clare his uncere aod boned opinion, ^' that it would aot be 
wife nor right to ;go on with the Aoterican war as we bad 
done, that was to fay, to fend armies to traverfe from the 
ibuth to the Aorth of the provinces in tfaeiir interior parts, 
as bad been done In a late cafe, and w^hich had £uled of 
producing the intended and the deiired ^e&»" He was ready 
to fay {o EDUch. it was a declaration attended with fame 
inconvenience, nor would he have made it, even then, liad 
Aot the eftiniates of the army, already upon the table,* de* 
clared as much in the mod clear and exprefs manner, to every 
gentleman, who would have given himfelf the trouble to ex- 
amine them with any degree of attentive perufal. By tfaolc 
efthnates gentlemen would find, that the army which the 
ftcretary at war meant to aik for, was the fome as that aik* 
ed for lafl year, with fome little variation for the £aft-In- 
dies ; whereas had it been the intention of Government^ or 
had his Majefky's miniflers thought it advifeable, expedient, 
or wife, circumftanced as the country now was, to profecute 
the war continentally, according to the mode of carrying it 
on hitherto, they mufl have applied for a much larger army, 
as without a very confidcrable increafe of military force, 
<fuch an- idea would have been abfurd in the higheft extreoie, 
^and obvioufly imprafticable. Having faid thi^, he muft add 
that he would hot agree to the motions of the honourable Bar- 
•ronet, for they^ut an end to the American warin every fhape, 
and crippled the hands of Government eyenin other reQ>e&s; 
for, by the clear and ej^prcffive words of the motion, they 
could not carry on even a war with the other powers in that 
,part. It vvouki be difficult, and impoffible to fay, what would 
and what would not be called the American war ; or rather, 
' what Would no be called a war, to reduce the Americans -lo 
obedience. 

The honourable .gentleman who feconded the^motion had 
faid, tbathexlid not wiih to take from the executive power 
its conftitutional right to diftribute the force of the empire; 
and he had faid very pi'operly : but was he clear, that the 
hands of the execute pt)wcr would not be tied up by the 
fecond re&lution, from availing it&lf of even the tno& fa- 
vourable conjunfture, to ftrike a blow in America, if fucha 
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conjonAurc (hould offer? for by this r^lolution the waf* 
was completely to die away in that country ; and not to be 
revived again, in any niape, or on any jMretence whatever. 
His Lordihip went into an exanunatiDii of the motion, wei^ 
it carried, either with regard to peace or war. In the firft 
place he obferved, that the wording of it was fo general and 
and loofe, that he tnifted the Hoofe would; -on that account, 
never agree to it*- The words of the fecond motion, word 
to refoWe againft '^ all furtber attempts to reduce %ht 
American provinces to Dbedience by force/* All efforts I 
faid his Lordfliip, is the government of the country th^n ta 
have its hands tied Bp byiea and land ! TThey muft not re-* 
tain any polls in the colonies certainly, fbr that would evi* 
dently be faid to tend to reduce the Americans to obedience 
by force; and did not gentlemen perceive the neccffity 'that 
there might be for retaining certain pofts in America, for 
the convenience even of carrying on^he war againft France 
and Spain. Muft you not have ports and harbours there, 
to give you an opportunity of adtrng on the feas ? And 
vrould gentlemen tie up the hands of Government from oc- 
cupying thofe pofts in America? Surely not. Did gentle- 
men forcfee the confequences ? Were we to give up alt our 
pofts in America, and totally withdraw our troops i Or 
were we to preferve fome. pofts ? He knew that there were 
different opmions on that head ; let gentlemen fpeak out : 
twould they have all the troops withdrawn, and the pofts 
given up ? He was fatisfted that few indeed would avife fuch 
a meafure; then if pofts were to be maintained, they muft 
be defended ^f attacked, and this might furely be called war 
.in Hmerica ; was fuch a vrar to be renounced'? Surely not, 
as long as we were determined to preferve our pofts, and 
-thefe pofts ought to be prcferved for fevcral reafons, we had 
•friends and fubje£ts within our lines, whO' contributed to con- 
fume our manufaftures, and we had trade .which would be 
-injured by the lofs of our pofts : might not Rhode Ifland 
be taken as a poft in the enfuing fummer, if found more 
convenient, more tenable, and more ufeful than New- Yorfe? 
Again,. were. gentlemen's miiads made up as to Chatles-town 
and'Halifax ? All thefe were in his opinion important con- 
iideratioos, and required very ferioii^ difcufRon, but which 
would ie • wholly ftiut out from future confideration if the 
prcfent .motion was agreed to; If we keep thefe pofts, w<e 
muftgarrifon rficm, and as long as they are garrifoned, wc 
muft :be. liable to attacks, and confequcmly blunder a ne- 
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^ffity bf waging a defenfive war, as often as we fliould be 
aittacked, for it would be madnefs indeed to tie up thefword* 
pf our forces, and prevent them from a£ting even on the de- 
fenfive; this would be an unpardonable piece of abfurdity 
in us, but ftill it would be an abfurdity that the refblution 
would warrant. But this was not all ; it abfolutely prohi- 
bited Government from a£king even againft the armed fliips 
and the privateers of America ; for to fo much it went, if he 
inuft take the terms of the motion for his guide : *< all at- 
tempts to reduce America to obedience by ibi-ce/* included 
every fpccies of operation that could be contrived ; were 
gentlemen prepared ta go this length ? were they ready 
to order the Britifh fhips to fufFer themfelves to be infulted^ 
beaten, taken by the American cruifers without ftriking 2 
blow ? Was it thus that gentlemen wifhed to preferve the 
honour of the Britifh flag ? Would America confentto this 
new fcheme ? Would they remain inaAive when we became 
fo ? — Without knowing what America would do, wc muft 
withdraw opr armies, withdraw our ftiips, give up to them 
all their ports, open to them all the feas, .fuffer them to give 
what encouragement or what affiftancc . they plcafcd to the 
enemies of this country, while we are tied up by a refolutioa 
of Parliament, from aftlng in oppofition to them in any 
«way. And what efFeft would the rcfolution produce with 
•refpefl: either to peace or our future operations? Would 
any gentleraah take upon him to fay, that the itioft efFcftual 
way to render an enemy tradable, and make him reafon- 
able with refped to terms of peace, would be to declare, 
•that we would not fight him any more ? In his opmiori^ the 
arrogance and haughtinefs of the Americans would rife in 
proportion as we ftiould fink into defpair ; and that there- 
fore it would be the worft meafure in the world towards ob- 
taining an honourable peace, to fay that we will totally re- 
nounce the war. 

The confequcnces of the refolution would not be lefs pre- 
judicial to our intercfts, with rcfpeft to war ; for to keep our 
troops in America, without fuflfering them to aft^ would be 
fupporting them only for the purpofe of parade, orfwallow- 
ing up the treafure of the nation, while they could be of no 
one polfible advantage to us, their fwords being all tied up". 
Aind would not even the Americans be ready to meet us in 
the Weft-Indies, and to turn all their force to that quarter 
of the world ? Did gentlemen wifli to fee the common enemy 
zQ, in that manner ? If they did not, they could not te 
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friends to the fecond rcfolution. If they wifhcd only for apro» 
njifc, or information that no ofFcnlivc war fhould be carried , 
c^ in America, as it had in the lad and former campaigns, he 
h;id already given all the fatisfa£tion on that head, which ic 
would be prudent either in them to aik, or in him to give : 
it certainly was not in the intention of minifters to purfuei > 
the war in future in America as it had been laft campaign, 
by marching armies through the colonies ; this he thought 
n)ight fatisfy gentlemen ; but more he ought not to fay, or 
the Houfe to hc^r. 

It was therefore his opinion, that to adopt the motions 
would be the heigth of impolicy and of abfurdity . If it was 
not the meaning of the honourable Baronet, and of the gcn^ 
tlemen on the, other lide of the Houfe, to put an end to the 
American war in totOy and by doin^ fo to prevent us from 
keeping pofls, from fighting American privateers, and even 
from a£ling on the defeniive : if they did not mean all that 
he had faid, he could only obferve that fb much would their 
motion bear to be drawn from it; and he was fure that if 
he had brought;i in fuch a motion, and had given it a lets 
extenfive explanation, it would have been called ihufflin^, 
twifiing, turning, and evading, inorder to delude the Houlc. 
The honourable gentleman had faid that his Majefty's mini- 
flers were a£luated by ambition, laud by avarice; and while 
llieir incomes accrued from the publif purfe, they did not 
ihmk that the refources of the country were cxhauftcd. He 
did not wiAi to make people entertain a favourable opinion 
of him, in particular, and of his difintereft^dnefs, and of his 
purity. He could only fay, with refpeft to his income, 
that he would readily and freely give it all, both what came 
from the |)ublic purfe, and what was his private purfe, to 
fee a fpeedy, honourable, and advantageous conclufion put 
to this war. It was faid to be a war abhorred by the coun- 
try, and difagrceable to all. He could ailure the honourable 
gentleman, that there was no man lamented the war more 
Than hinifelf ; for of all the perfons in this country to whom 
the war was difigrceablc and inconvenient, he was convin^ 
ced that it was the moil difagrceable and inconvenient to 
himfclf. The honourable gentleman had allowed, that there 
were fome honourable and independent membecs, country 
gentlemen, who bad fppported his Mjijcfty's minifters in 
this war; it was very true, they had been fupportcd.by 
country gentlemen, independent in ihejr fortunes, in their 
rank^ m their chara£ler, whp thpught that , kis Majefty's 
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minifters wtre a£hiattd by a laudable, virtuous defire of 
pteferving the juft author ity of Parliament, and who there- 
fore gtive them their fupport. They faw and believed that 
it was a truly Britiih war, carried on on Britifh principles, 
and for the true and pltimate injereftsof Britaiu. He af- 
fared' the Houfe, that without fnch fupport be would have 
never ^ gone on with the war. He thought it all along a 
grievous neceffity to which they were impelled, and far from 
being, as was fuggefted, a war of ambition, or of avarice^ 
or of pride, or of rancour. In regard to the motions, as he 
had faid^ they were improper, unnt to be complied with ; 
the eftimates for the army were on the table ; the order of 
'the day was for going into a committee upon them, and 
then gentlemen would have an opportunity of feeing that 
no fubftitution was demanded to replace the army loft in 
' Virginia, and that as no farther fopply of men was a&ed 
for the fervice of the currcot year, it could not poffibly be 
the intention of Government to proceed in the war with 
America on the fame fcale, and with the fame plan, as they 
had done hitherto. This he thought ihould fufiice gentle- 
men who were difiatisfied with that method, iince it fhewed 
tliem to a certainty, or next to a certainty, that it was to 
be conduced on a lefs extenlive fcale. If they had meant to 
continue the plan of laft year, they would certainly have 
alked for more troops •; as it was, they aiked for fewer, in 
faft for that fervice ; and if gentlemen would look at the 
arrangements on the eft i mates, they would fee this fafl. 
For thefe reafons, therefore, he muft move '* That the or- 
der of the day be now read.'* 
StrFUtchtr ^^^ Fletcher Norton fpoke in anfwer to the noble Lord. He 
Norton. faid the motions were made becaufe they could not truft his 
Majefty*s minifters. The noble Lord faid they were not 
to traverfe, as they had done, from the South to the North; 
and that they had not alked for a force to carry on fuch a 
war: but what fecurity had the Parliament or tficnatioa 
for any affertion of this fort? Had not thefe minifters, 
thefe very identical minifters, purfued this'travcrfing (cheroe 
from year to year, againft the voice and againft the wilhof 
the people ? Had not the fcheme of 178 1 been the icheme 
of .1 780 ? Had not the fcheme of 1780 been the fcheme of 
1779 ? Had not the furrender of the army at Saratoga only 
led to the furrender of the army at York-town ? Had they 
not perfevered, in fpite of experience, in oppofition to all 
that wifdom could teach ? Had they not gone againft hope, 

againft 
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agsnnft teafon^ Vgainft probabilit}^ ? ^nd tiieV no# alked 
the teprefehtattvis of the pfebple to tmft them nirthcr. THc 
nobK hot A had declared^ that he did not tiiean to carry cti 
the wai" in fttture, bt marthin^ armies throudi the colonics 
of Aihetica, as had been unfottunsttely the ffhcth for fooie 
time paft. But what fccurity had^ thf^y^ for the declarktipris 
being made good ? Oh6 of the King^s fervaAts had thrown 
out ftich an idea in the cotrrfe of his ^jecch ; btit who khcir ' 
wh^t opinion ^z^ entertained by tlie reft of the cabinet ? Wdt , 
waht cf crnanimity atiiohg the miniftei-s, among th< KingS. 
fcrvahts, fo tmcommon a circnmftance ? . Befides^ what fort 
o^ iangtr^ge was herd ih the ipeech of the minifter at the 
bp^riitig C? the fedion ? A language diametrically oppofitd^ 
The Spe^h called upon the Houfc tb pnfftji the American 
war, aAd the Addrefs pledged the Houfc to cbrhply with the 
defiredftJfe Spteech. HoW^ then, were they to recohcifc fo 
cofrtrary a conduft f The nbbfe Lord fccm6d to fuppofc the 
ttiotlofl* liAticc^flary after hh dccfai'ation. Th6 {k& Wis 
as he I^ad fiid, they would not tfuft miniftets, and therefo/e 
the motion v^as brought fOrWard that thciy might have a fp«f- 
cific vote aiid declaration of the Houfe, that this mad^and * 
impoUtfc war fliould b6 tat) litiger proceeded rn ; and it wjrt 
his firm fentiment, that until this wa^.done not a fingle fhil- 
ling of tiitfiitj fliould ht voted as a fupply to his Majefty. 
The noHc Lord had argued that the fccond pi'opofitioh wis 
fo eite'nflv^ as to put att end^ liio.t only to all olFenfive opera- 
tions ^gsitt^ the Am6ri<::an$, btit aiked if it did not put an end 
to atl dtkmwt meafar^Sy and even tended to prevent our fhips 
from fijAtitig Ac Ame'rican cruifers, fliould they eveh attack 
us^, Tnd nbbie Lord kh'ew that his qucftion was ridiculous; 
he kn^W tfcat the motions had no reference whatever to s^y 
xiaval operations : all that the hohouVable genjtlet!iMh Wanted 
was for the Houfe to declare, that they would no loiigcif ptrr- 
fue the objeift 6f tRc Wirr They prefcribed ho. particular 
mode; diey Went fimpfy to this faft: involved as you ari?, 
in at vvar With France, Spain, and Holland, do hot walte 
your ftren^K ^nd refotjrce^ in a mad attempt! upbn AtheVicaf. 
Had the motions any fifch View as the noble Ldrd fupp6ftd', 
they wtmld' t!hen indeed have an uiiconftitutional tendehcy, . 
and would affurtit a' dirieftioh of. bufirieft which wis the 
proper pi*6vince of the executive brahch of government! _ 
The inode of Carrying 6h the War was a tnatter lolcly for the 
King's cabinet tb detei'ml'ne. He and other'gcntlemeh might ' 
f oilmly h^ve flicit opiiiiolt M rhe foMrft, but certainly it 
Vol. V. S " was 
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.w^ net for them to fuggeft-advice upon it td admlniftratioa^ 
-.the* conftit^tion had placed the rcfponfibility for the mea- 
, fpre$^ of government on their fhoulders, and there it ought 
. ^o reft* The noble Lord had contended againft: the mo- 
;tions, th^t they would convey information to. the enemy 

1 where we (bould aim the next blow at their poflTeiEons : fo 
;th5^c the n^l^le l/)rd had laboured to prove tp the Houie, that 
' %a negative- vptc would have an afErmative . efFea : was this 
the noble Lorc('s logic? if it was, perhaps the noble Lord 
in the bl]qe ribbon was the only man to be found who would 
• Support. •fu9h an argument. Would any man iay, that a rcfo- 
Jution to abandon a war in one part of the globe, was a de- 
claration in what other part of the world it was meant to be 
carried ori? Certainly no man m his fcnfes would maintain 
.foabfurdva pofition. If the enemies poflemons werc-cir^ 
cumfcribed ,.if .the fcope of our bperations was fmal^ thcic 
;,would be fpmc reafon for faying, th^ a declaration of a pur- 
pofe to g<i tcj war with the encmy^ was. to point i)Ut where 
ahe^fielfj pf^fltipn was tobe; But here, where vve were en- 
^agedwit|i-.fo :iiany enemies, to argue, that by. ieclarixjg we 

• jfboqld j^ot fight with America was to give notice where we 
;ihould attack France, and where Spain, and where. Holland, 
^was puerile to the laft degree, . .... 

^ He faid, that from the bad tendency of the American war, 
frpm the continual decreafe of our trade and conamercV, ever 
.fincc^it was cqmmenced, fromUhe fruitless expend;^^ of fo 
j^many milljons, from the lofs of fb much .blpoci, from the 
diminifhed and degraded ftateof.the empire! hje had not a 
doubt left^on his mind, and he was conviaoed every roan, 
who would feripufly lay his hand on hisheart, and affc him- 
felf .;hat queftion, would gpiacide. with him in io^nipi)^ that 
the conftitutional interference of that Houfe ^was*.!abfolutdy 
.neceUary.^ ' / . . ■ 1 - i' 

JJk^' - Mr. Welbori Ellis was of' a v^ry diffbrent optnionji knd he 
*' . thought that the Houfe, in adopting the refojution,* would 
Ibegpiltyof a political fuicide. The right .hop.., mi&mber, 
who had gonc'bcfore him, was hot' certainly grounded, la 
faying that comii)g to one negative did not develope all the 
affirmative parts of our. plans: in his opinion^ the. right 
hon.. gentleman was mifta^en * -for if we ihould iay, in the 
face of the world, we will nojonger continue tljp war in 
America, this negative* woqld t>e tantamount to this affrroa- 
tion*-We will turn all our fofc.e againft the ifland? of our 
enemies in the Weft-Indies, ^nd then let our enemies in 
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and Spain take notice that we iritdnd to m'cet tlieni.^'thefeJ, 
whdre, from this fimely notice, wc hope they will be pre-* 
pared to receive us, * As to the withdrawing the troops to-* 
tally from America, 'it was a'meafure to Xvhicbhe could hotj* 
for one, giveconferit. It had always been a favourite maxim 
cf policy with this country, to keep the war at a diftance 
from home: this maxifn could l?e purfued in the prcfcnt i 

war, bv^t by keeping the troops in Amerjc?i; whereby the • 
Americans vjrould be kept at bay, and prevented from enlarging 
their yVieyvs. ' 

' If the troops (hould be kept in America, it would*"*bc - 
folly in the extreme to tie up their hands by fuch a refoiutioa 
as the prefent; for circumftances might occur in which w6 
ought to make flying expfeditions, and have a fleet arriving 
upon that coafl: : the refolution, therefore, cCuId anfwer no 
other purpofe tl^an that of preventing us from availing our- 
felves of circumftances to annoy the enemy, when* wc could 
dp it with nioft advantage to ourfelves. It was abfolutely 
neceflTary that we fliould have pofts in America, and harbours, 
even for the profecution of the French and Spanifli war ; 
fquadrons and ftiips could not occupy the feas without ha- * 
ving ports to repair in. Were gentlemen inclined to de- 
prive us of that advantage ? He. could not perfuade himfelf 
that the gentlemen who fupported the motions had maturely 
confidered the confequences that would attend the carriage - . 
of them into a refolution of the Houfe. The firft evil that 
ftruck hirii as the refult of fuch an event, would be the fall 
of our Weft-India iflands into the hands of the enemy'; for . * 
if the hands of the executive power were in a manner bound 
up by a refolutioh of that Houfe from afts of hoftility againft , 
America, without any condition or previous negociation 
with them for a certain paciification, what could poffioly pre^ .• 
vent them from feizng on our pofleflions in the neighbour* 
hood of the; continent ?, Nothing. On the contrary, mif* 
taken gratitude to their good allies (a§ they are fond of fti^ 
ling them) and a confidence in their delufions, from i'o weak a 
ftep as this now recommended*, would doubtlefs urge them to 
direft their utmoft force, when left unte'ftrained, to do us all 
the mifchidf they could in every part of our dependencies ; 
and we fhould have the mortification to fee the French and 
Americans joined in the Weft-Indies, or perhaps joined ia 
the Channel. 

The honourable John Town/kend reprobated, in moft fevere Hon. John 
ternds. the total milconduft, ignorance, and mad obftinacy Townfhcnd 
. S 2; ' of . 
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^his Mtjefty^ minifters ; find ^ichprled thp Homtc^ by every 
confideradon of duty and auacbmenc to this co^ntry^ to 
agree to the motions before the Hovfe, ^ the ooly prac- 
ticable means of putting an end to the accurfed and ruiQous 
war with our Colonies. Ht faid, that, ootwithiUudlng the 
utter imprafiic^bility of the accurCed s^nd ruinous war with 
the Colonies, yet 

The Douglas and the Hotfpur, both tc^ether^ 
Were confident againft the world in arms. 

The noble Lord in the blue rib^n, and the noble Lord, 

At fecretary for the American department, were determined 

to perfevere, in fpite of oppofition. They were obftiuatcly 

leagued together, bent on the purfuit of this road war againft 

"^ their country, and againft every thing that ought to be dear 

to men. 

The noble Lords in adminiftration had the prefumption to 
.9fk further confidence and further fupplies from that Houfe, 
and to expeA that a juflly exafperated nation would ftill re* 
main patient under their misfortunes, and fubmit to further 
iniults' arid injuries. Heafctibed thp difgracesthat hadattended 
his Majefty's arms to the weaknefs and wickednefs of adminif- 
tration, Who had plunged this nation into an unnecefifary war, 
which they had condu£led in fo wretched a manner, that it 
proved, beyond all argument, their utter incapacity to govern 
this or any othercountry, under any circumftanccs, much lefs 
to be entrofted in a moment of fo much critical haj^ard as the 
. ' prefent ; and he wa^ ready to declare it as his £rm apd honeft 
opinion, that they had begun this war and perfevered in it 

* from bafe and unwarrantable motives ; from the luft of wealth 
and power, to which they facrificed the interefts of their coun- 

• try* This was his true opinion, and had been fb for ^ long 
time. He mentioned the petitions and remonftrances of the 
people, and afked jf it was confiftent with the duty of that 
Houfe to aft in dircft contradiftion to the known wifhes of 
their conftituems? He returned his thanks to the hon, 
baronet who had made .the prefent motion, a;id to the ho- 
nourable geotleinan who had io ably feconded it ; ai^d as it 
appeared to hiin likely to meet the deHres of die people, 
and anfwer a good purpofe, by giving our natural enemies 
to know, that the Britifh Houfe of Commons h^d exprefsly 
abandoned the mad and Quixote idea of fubduing America 
to obedience by force, he wo\|kl qcrtaiuly give it nis hearty 
fupponu 
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nearly on the fame, gronndf ; ainl in the ^omfe of hia fpf^^t ^?"^^?*'^ 
quoted finoc wixrda whic^ the lale L9r4 CinMhiim )^4 1ft f^iji 
in the Honfe of Loidi upm iho mfprtw^tf a^W 9^ S^9.^ 
toga» whirn b9 caUc4 i^»oo ParlUminii t9 i ^Uoqw^ th'i^ m4^ 
war: ^< What!" faid that great rmxk% *^ h^ fi>nii9 ^rf^M^f^ 
inundation, haa fonie tP^«odovi$ oanhqv((llLC$ fwali^Wfd hlkt/ 
the empire, that the nation ihould ftand thvia deprived of 
ienfe and motion !"-^Bfit what woi:dd »have I^cb the f^eUqg^ 
what would have been the exDreiEDivl of that elravifnliiatfior^ 
had he lived toieo a fecond Saratoga l^^fi^eA, ,ftiU v^r^ 4i»t 
Aruflive and tecrible in its confeijqen^ than tha( which w«if 
then before bis eyea ! His fympadieiic hofom, whi^h. beaj: 
«¥er in uaifon with the poUb of the cemmoewealtht wovM 
have been too full for nttesance on fe calaoiitQus an ocK^ar 
iion. It would hare, by ita fmothered griofft, bade yon pitr^ 
fue the. meafnre, whidl is now fo wifely, and ^fter fp omch 
melancholy experience, offered to the confider^tictQ of th# 
Houfe. In tbas perfaafion, faid he, \, offer nny flender fupir 
poi<t to thefe nootiona, by the fac^e& of which, at this cri^^ 
we caA atone hope for fafety • 

Sir Edwfird Dtering fpoke on the other iidt, and evprefled SlrEdwtr^ 

his confidence in the preijbnt miniftera. He declared, wlien I^eering. 

he came down to the Houfe, he was entirely undetermined 

which way he ihould^ote. The Houfe, and the 9oble 

Lord in the blue ribbon, knew that he hud both fpoken aad 

voted againfl him, when he thoi|ght him wron2: in hia mear 

fures ; and he would h^ve done fa that dayi had not the 

noble Lord made the declaration which the Houf^ had io 

lately beard. He confidered hirofelf to bo an independent - 

B)an« He was a country gen)lemaQ ; and be believed that 

he was as incapable aa any man in that Houfe of giving f^p* * 

port to meafures of which he difapproved. He thQ<ught what 

the noble Lord .had faid was perfectly fatisfaftor^* He h^ 

all alota^ fupported the noble. Lord in the blue Fibbon in the 

profccution of the American war, beciiufe he confidered the 

comm^ncepaent of the wav to have been juft and neceHary; 

and beeaufe'he had hoped that it was poffible to have brought 

it to ji happy conclufioB« But aa people in general wena 

tired of the expence, and the burthem that expence occa«? 

iioned, be thought the noble Lord in the blue ribbon had 

a^ted wifely in declaring that he meant to change the ohkIp 

pi carrying it on. That the noble Lord had fpoken out^ 

and had no referve^ wai erident froo) the army efiimate%; 

. . ^ . ' for 
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denige^ The iniirifteTS, he fiid^ falfely and tdirickedl^^deda- 
yed the Am^can tvar to have beeri populatin its ortgifii 
Witt it popMar ? Did the great body Ot die peupie approve 
of the Bhixmftk^^tioilal prindplalesdiiig to a deftrodiYe end > 
He believed not. Bot if it were fo^ which he cotdd hj no 
tanans aUeW, it/was rendered pofhito by dele^if, Th^]r 
cheated the hatioti by a tfaon&nd mifr^refedeatioiift^ bj a 
thoufaod falfe ftories and falfe promifes ; and k ptrt of the 
peo^ were deeeived, and did acqniefce in the inicjtiitcms f/f- 
tcm.. . But ff they began it, becaufe it wi% popcihir, they 
tn^txt now to coDclude it^ beeaufe it h^A eeaied vi be fe. 
^M^atever dcttbt there mi^ht be of the original pop^&rity, 
there could bd none of the prdfcfiit abborrtnee^ Abandon 
the wartben^ ye mimfteffi who iteke &e afilrtibn. tt isnow 
ntunrerfidly unpopnhr. From one end of the kitfgdafti tb the 
the odxer peopi e are impCPteriifhed a nd cttfmdrc^s. T4» tfcat war 
'«Ald to your hleaAires^ dley aferibie ati ihtit eadamiiie^! The 
Aobk Lord fdid thete was d Boeastinv in the B^ittih eonftitu- 
tion^ contrived fct the wifeft pui'pofe, ^* ThtfC the tiitiQ c-ould 
da no wiong/- Thitf chafide iht lYifiniftiei's refpotifibte for 
every meafuTe of govefnnleAt, ^ they lA faft and in joflice 
might to be; boc the prefent dfdftiimtlt'dtibii had i^everfed 
ffase wile maxim* They fajld ^ttd^atcruted tb change refpon- 
fiblHiy fioof w^^re ijt fiioufd lie to wlke^e it ftoQid Mu Thtj 
liad converted acquiefcen^e into cbtlirery aftd* hi& tfie people 
ire ie<ponfit>le lor litt the confeqihenefe^ of the America wsr^ 
beeSnife they appro^erf b( it in its^ 6figin. ' Hda)" Xlni^ ft de- 
kidsd peqple of Great Svitaiif t "Bk^etMk you did n6t rife ia 
the oQtfet of this ihad career, arid pi\l thoie rhtti frbm iht 
iihtts which they have filled to yofef mi«fot¥ohc, thAy afcribc 
toyon the calamities tta« they ha'^re btongSt iJpoAf the coun- 
try J The rioWc Lo#d treated this idea with great cAcriry, 
and conchlded with a wafm appeal to llh^ JrMifc, to <}o that 
at laft which they ought to- haye donedt ftrft, U> hoM n boW, 
eonftitntiodal language to thofe ^^fhiifteVs, and t^H^ them, 
Thus jbr «you have gone wifh our tame ac^[^fe6hde, but 
do not dare to provoke ns fa!»flier. If yoti fx^^Gt 6uf advice, 
yon may feel our vcnf^aaCe'. 
Mr.Oltert Mr. C«/w« faid, that treaties to be Binding, ought 
to be inutual: in att trcatite> of j^ace^, th^re were two 
0^ more coivtrafting fatties, a^rf that if one ^aWy in 
the war wats not as willing to make peace as the 
ether, it was next to an impofBbiHty for a fiife "peace to 
lake place, Tiie preftnt diction ftnick him a» i' declaration, 
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on the part of Great-Britain, that fhe would lay down her 
arms agatnft the Americans, which would at once not only 
prove her incapacity to reduce her rebellious colonifts to obe-* 
dience, but would be an aft of political defpair, that could 
not fail to increafe the ardour of her natural foes, and lend a 
fpirit tcT their hoflile enterprizes againft her, which muft be 
extremely prejudicial to the interefts of this country. If» 
America had expreffed a pacific difpofition, the meafure now 
propofed to thp Houfej would be lefs unjuilifiablc; but, as' 
that was not the cafe^ he could not but conceive, that the 
Houfe's s^eeing to the refolution, would cement the union 
between France and America more ftrongly, and render a 
diilblucion of that union a matter dtterly impraSicable, 

General Burgoyne did, that he hoped he fhould nbt be ac- Gen. Bar- 
cufed of pedantry, if he fbould make ufe of an allufioh to a goync. , 
praftice very common in war, and compare it to the conduft 
and reafoning of the minifter : the praftic^^ was to fet fire to 
a great quantity of wet and damaged ftores, in order to blind 
the enemy with the fmokc, and make them think that fome 
great works were carrying on behind the fire ;: but when the 
imoke was blown away, it often appeared that nothing t)£ 
confecjuence had been done, and that it had been merely a 
manoeuvre to cover a change of place or to gain time ; fa 
with minifters, they made a great fmoke in argument, but 
it meant juft nothing. Asafoldier, he wifhed to conlider 
the queftion before the Houfe in a military point of view ; 
and he would fubm it it to any foldier in the Houfe, whether 
pofts could be kept up in America without an otfenfive war? 
A place d'armes could be of ufe only to ferve as an inlet into 
the country ; was it in this point of view that New-York 
was to befeen ? It was ; then of courfe it muft be' pronoun* 
ced a nurfery for an ofFenfive war. A place d'armes mi^ht 
alfo be eftablifhed' for the purpofe of fecuring the navigation^ 
of fome ftrait, fuch as Calais of old might have been, 
when in the fame hands with Dover, to prevent the cona* 
xnunication of other nations between the Britifli Channel and 
the German ocean: but were wegomg to eftablifli fuch a 
fpecies of place d'aimes at three thoufand miles diftance 
from England, while the moft famous place of arms of the 
like nature was on the point of being wrefted from us ? per- 
haps when we fhould have eftablilhed a place d'armes at 
New- York, we might have reafon to fay fuit Illium I Gib- 
raltar is no more : that important fortrefs was left to the 
mercy of the enemy, while we were purfuing the wildeft 
Vol. Y. T ' fchcmes 
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fchetnes ih Athcrica; and te verily believed that there had 
been a time when it would coft the whole cabinet their heads 
tohavcleft Gibraltar cxpofed as much as this mimftry had 

dbtic. 

He confcffed that in the glorious admimftration of Lord 
Chatham, that great minifter had formed a defign of efta- 
blifliipg a place d'armcs at Bclleiflc; by which he intended 
to keep in conftant alarm the whole coaft of France from 
Bayonneto Bourdeaux, and with feventecn or twenty thou- 
fand men make a great diverfion in favour of the forces 
in Germany, from which place he expefted to be able to 
force the French to withdraw a greater part of theit army ; 
but it ought to bf remembered than when the plan was 
formed, the Britifh flag was triumphant in every quarter 
of the globe, and was feen flyitig even in the bays of France; 
alid therefore, if it was only the dominion of the fea that 
made fuch a projeft praft icable, the like ought not to be under- 
tliken now, when it was confcffed not only that our navy 
was inferior to that of the enemy, but alfo that itwas not in 
tht nature of things that it fhou4d be otherwifc. 

It might be faid, thefe were military obfcrvations, but 
they were addfeffed to a military fecretary of ftate; the 
country had not forgot that he had been a foldier ; the coun- 
try feels he isva counfellor. 

He had not touched, in any thing he had faid, upon 
the ptinciple of the war. The imprafticability of it was 
fi fufficient juftification for fupporting the prefent rootioo. 
But he would not fit down without onfc word upon the 
part, which it might be remembered, he took upon the 
0pening of the difptate. When he was called to the fervicc 
in America, he went to it reluSantly ; but he confcffed not 
with a repugnance to the principle of the conteft. He ha<l 
.then confidered it only upon the ground of taxing tJie colo- 
pies by the King in Parliaqient, in oppofition to the male 
of taxation by requifition of the Clown, and he then thought 
it the Whig tide of the queftion. Had he been convinced of 
liis error, by reBeftion only, he ftiould have thought it his 
duty in that Houie to make a public recantation ; and Ihould 
every man, under the fame conviftion of error, follow that 
principle, he fliould have no doubt of the'fuccefs of the en- 
luingdivifion. But, Sir, fayshe,^ I am a convfcrt oti broader 
ground ; I am convinced, upon comparing the conduft of 
Hiiniftcrs, as tiraa has developed their fyftem, that the Ame- 
rican war was but part of a general defign leteUcd againll the 

* ^ ' coRftitatipfi 
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conftitution of tjiis country, arid the general rights of man- * 
kind. I have further demonftration, the conviftion of a 
iTi^hole people* Paflion and prejudice, and intereft, majr' 
operate fuddenly and partially ; but when we fee one princi- 
ple pervading the whole continent, and daring, through dif*- 
ficulty and deatb^ for a courfe of years, it muft be a ftrong 
vanity and prefumption in our own minds to fuppofe they 
are not right* It is rea(bn, and the finger of God alone, 
that implants the iame fentiment ia three millions of people. 
I aflert the truth of that fa£t, againft all that art or contrir 
vance can produce to the contrary. 

It would be impertinent ii| him, hcTaid, to enter into the re- 
futation of the other arguments which had been fo ably refuted 
by others ; he adhered to the principle upon which he fet 
•out, that, declaring a xie(ign of maintaining pofts of the na- 
ture of New- York, was declaring a de£gn of offenfive war; 
or, were he to be combated upon that principle, it muft ftiti 
be admitted, that fiich a maintenance of pofts would be aa 
improvident and a prepofterous war, and thus convvanced, he . . 
^ave his hearty concurrence to the motioo. j ' 

Sir /K i>o/ittfB -faid, that the relbluiions were moderate, jj^^'.DoU 
temperate, and fenatorial; they criminated no p>eriibn; they ben. 
had no retrafpe£t ; but, as they ought to do, loolied' forward ; 
however he was of opinioQ thai: the firft contained too me* 
lancholy a tr-ot^, to go out to the world under the fanfbion 
and aixthorixy of the HouiGb; and ti^ fecood hethcught was 
premature, as an army was at ail evenits neceflary ; and th^ 
army ought to be voted before she executlv^e . power ihould 
be dixtStcd not to employ any part of it in America. Oen* 
aiemcn &ejned to dificr 00 ifhc meaning of fame partioulat 
words in the sefolutions : he wi&ed' that ibbtb fides of th^ 
jEloafe could come to proper uhderftand»ing ^6n the fubjed. 
Let gentlemen .explain thenafelvps. Did .they mean by the 
decoBdrefodjUtioato preclude all naval operations againft Ame*- 
.Tica^ If the^ did not let them fay fo« If they wifhed to 
ixave >die pofts ^1 given .up, and the forces all withdrawn 
from America, let tuem declare themfelves openlV, and not 
bring a r^lution which would admit of a different mterpreta- 
tioo. If he underftood the honeidrable gerltkman rightly, 
^mho had fo ably feconded the {honourable Baronet's motion, 
his wifli was toiiave the Minifter give that Hoiufe a fatigfac- 
tory aifurance that governmeat would not perfifl in profe- 
cuting that ^lad and frantic war, the war witfh America^ in 
. an offeaiive inanner, by jmrchiijg aonies againft the colo- 

T z nifts. 
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fo fiilU If it tnuft uot be our empire^ it ought be our grave. 
Nothing but union could fave us. His Majelty's minifters, 
. inflead of ftriviog to frame a goveroment of unaaimity and 
confent, had begun with dividing us at home before thej 
embroiled us abroad. Unlike the great and glorious miat- 
iler of the laft war ; be began with reconciling our own dif- 
agreements, quieting fa&ioa, conciliating the minds of all 
In framing his adminiftratiou he looked to every corner ot 
the kingdom for talents; he fele&ed from all udes men of 
the moft powerful minds. He formed a phalanx out of di- 
vided fa£lions; drew into one huge maft the ability of all 
parties ; there he fet his foot, and from that bafis he (hooi; 
the world around him. 
Mr. Sccre- Mr. Secretary at fVar blann/pd Colonel Barre for not fpcci* 
twyatWar. fying the articles which made the eftimates icandaloiH, 
Some of the regiments were certainly low ; they muft be lb, 
but they were not therefore to be left oq(. He objpded to 
the motions for. giving up the Americaa* war. Gentlemei 
might eafily perceive from the eftimates, that it was not the 
intention ot his Majefty's minifters to carry on thue Ameri- 
can war as it had been. It was true, • as had been obfervd 
by the right hoaourable gentleman, that the diftrlbution of 
the army might be changed by the executive government, 
but undoubtedly the numbers aiked for the feveral deparuncnii 
were not more than they required. 
jir.Fox. Mj:. Fox co\Ad not agree with gentlemen who would coe' 
fine the eyes of Parliameut to a forward view of matten, 
neglefting a rctrofpeft. He faid he could only judge d 
the future by a r onfidcration of the paft. To thofc who ai- 
^ ferted the impolicy of Ae motion, on the fcoreof its intcc- 

tion of unconditionally withdrawing our. forces from attack- 
ing the- Americans, he anfwered, that no iOtber prudent raea- 
/ure could, in the nature of things, be. ^adopted; (incetb: 
Americans could not make the firft overtures to us, witboix 
madly rendering themfelvcs fuff>efted by their new allies; 
whereas if we bqgap the , pacification firft, it would tend no^ 
only to give thcsm a confidence vp us, bwt.alfo to fow douto 
and jealoufies in the breails of the French and Spaaiani^ 
with regard to the ftrength of a cojineftion that they muJ 
be certain would never have exiiled, were it not for dire n 
ceffity. He dcfcribed, in very ftrong colours, the misfor- 
tunes that muft acorue from a warof pofls. He iaid, tli^ 
if NeAv-York, for inftance, was made a poft, it would ^ 
quite fifteen thoufand men to gairifon it» befidesa numi^ 
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of Ihips, far without (hips he underftood it would not be 
fafe. So much force then would be detached from the a6tiv« 
biifihcfs and the theatre of the war, and we ihould be ren- 
dered fo much weaker in all expeditions that could be valu- 
able. ' But this was not ally experience had told us that the 
garrifon could not be fuppUed with provifio<ns, even much 
l^fs with ftores and amunition in America. They muft be 
regularly fupplied from Europe, and not having the fuperi«> 
ority at fea, the whole fleet of Britain mcift be employed in 
conveying the tranfports to and from Ncw-^York. To do 
this, and to relieve Gibraltar, would be the great operations 
of every campaign, and we (hould have Gazettes extraordi- 
nary publiChing the triumph of our cfcapes, and b( our 
wonderful fuccefs in avoiding, or in brushing paft the enemy. 
Such, alas ! were the triumphs of the prefent miniftry. k 
was not their boaft that they had brought home conqueils to 
their own country ; that they had taken the iilands of our 
enemies; that they had crippled their fleets, or deftroyed 
their operations. No; all their pride and their loud triumph 
■was: *^ we have relieved Gibraltar,*' and when this war of 
])oi{s was inftituted, it would be : "we have relieved New- 
York." The honourable general had well defcribed the na- 
ture and the benefit of a poft. It was only valuable when it 
was the inlet to a circumlcribed fea ; when it commanded the 
place arid was the key, without which it was impoffible to 
enten Such was Gibraltar, Its fituation made it the moft 
"valuable poft, fince by that we had it in our power to keep 
divided the forces of our enemies, and this advantage made 
-it an objeft of great value; but undeV the prefent miniftry 
-had we received the benefit of this poft ? No : we had in- 
curred the expence of its maintenance, but we had received 
no advantage whatever from the poffeJfion. Our fleet had 
been annwaTly employed, hazarded, and crippled in relieving 
it, but not one advantage to us, or detriment to our enemies 
had arifen from it. We were then to have new pofts with 
the fame fyftem. The honourable gentleman fpoke againft 
the abfurdity of thi« meafure, and againft the weaknefs and 
impdicy of carrying on ike war, 6t of purfuing the objeft 
of AmericaYi depcndcnicy under the prefent circTiwnftances. 

The Lord Advocate (M^ tliat when riac noble Lord declared L)rd Advo- 
•that his Majefty^s «n*Mufters would not any longer pnrfiie the cate. 
• 'p^yantOfn df an jn^ertaal, oftenfive v/arin America, they ftfUy 
and e#e£bu«dly ^ti^fied his mind. H^e pr^feCed that he 
"would have Tot<ed agaiftft tiie cioble Lord if he had not been 

fo 
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fj explicit, and if he had feemed to hare inclined to prore^ 
. cute the old fyftem. But having faid this, he was fatisfied. 
He relied in the noble Load's declaration ; both from the 
high opinion which he had of his veracity, as. well as from 
feeing that the declaration was confirmed by the eftimates on 
the table. The mode of the war therefore was to be totally 
changed ; but were the Houfe ready to do what the laft ho- 
nourable gentleman advifed, to abandon Atnerica totally, to 
give up all our pods, to withdraw all our troops, to deprive 
ourfelve^even of the advantages of chance, and in fhort to 
fuffer America calmly and compofedly to rivet her cot^Dcc- 
tion with France. He believed the Houfe was not yet ready 
to go this length. He was willing openly to avow that in 
the former periods of this conteft he entertained different 
fentiments of the ev^nt ; but fatal experience had convinced 
bim of the impra£ticability of reducing America to obedience 
by thefe means which we had purfued. He was for changing 
the mode but not for relinquifhing the obje£l.*-»Tbe learned 
Lord concluded his fpeech with faying, that he had .a very 
iiQcere friendfhip and regard for the noble Lord in the blue 
Tibband. He believed him to be a£hiated in all his meafures 
.by the pureft zeal for the fervice of his country. His opinion 
was of him, that he only wanted one quality to make him a 
moft diftinguifhed and commanding minifter; he meant 
defpotifm and violence .of temper; as to his private virtues, 
they were the fubjcft of general admiration. The learned 
Lord was flopped in his panegyric by the noife of the hear 
hims, and of the laughs to which thefe exprcffions gaye rife. 
Mr.Burke. Mr. Burke made fome facetious obfervations on the ele- 
gance of the learned Lord's panegyric, and on the unfortu- 
nate reception with which it had met. He wasforry, that 
after having fuffered fo much under the noble Lord's admi- 
niflration, the Houfe was not in the humour to hear his 
pimegyric. It would no doubt, have been honourable to 
-both parties; for the brilliancy of the noble Lord's charafier 
could only have been equalled by the fincerity of the learn- 
ed Lord's praife. He faid, that the only alteration which 
Was promifed to Parliament that day, and to the nation 
was, that the mode of the war fhould be changed. An 
American war you muft have ; but becaufe you have grown 
diifatisiied with the manner in which it has hitherto been 
carried on, we will change the plan, we will give you 
another plan, but it fhall be the. faipe w^r ; we have 
fquandered feventy millions in one way, we fliall noir 
* fquandcr 
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of Ihip^, for without (hips he underftood it, would not be 
iafe. So much force then would be dctachsd from the a6tiv« 
bufihcfs and the theatre of the war, and we ftiould be ren- 
dered fo much weaker in all expeditions that could be valu- 
able. ' But this was not ally experience had told us that the 
garrifon could not be fuppiied with provifio<ns, even much 
lefs with ftores and amunition in America. They muft be 
regularly fuppiied from Europe, and not having the fuperi«> 
ority at fea, the whole fleet of Britain mrift be employed in 
conveying the tranfports to and from Ncw^York. To do 
this, and to relieve Gibraltar, would be the great operations 
of every campaign, and we fhould have Gazettes extraordi- 
nary publiChing the triumph of our cfcapes, and t)f our 
wonderful fuccefs in avoiding^ or in brufhing paft the enemy. 
Such, alas ! were the triumphs of the prefent miniflry. It 
ivas not their boaft that they had brought home conquests to 
their own country ; that they had taken the iilands of our 
enemies; that they had crippled their fleets, or defti^oyed 
their operations. No; all their pride and their loud triumph 
•was : *^ we have relieved Gibraltar,*' and when this war of 
|>oi{s was inftituted, it would be : ** we have relieved New- 
York." The honourable general had well defcribed the na- 
ture and the benefit of a poft. It was only valuable when it 
was the inlet to a circumlcribed fea ; when it commanded the 
place arid was the key, without which it was impoffible to 
enter. Such was Gibraltar. Its fituation made it the moft 
valuable poft, fince by that we had it in our power to keep 
divided the forces of our enemies, and this advantage made 
-it an objeft of great value; but undeV the prefent miniftry 
-had we received the benefit of this poft ? No : we had in- 
curred the expence of its maintenance, but we had receivedi 
no advantage whatever from the poffeffion. Our fleet had 
been annoaHy employed, hazarded, and crippled in relieving 
it, but not one advantage to us, or detriment to our enemies 
had ari:fen from it. We were then to have new pofts with 
the fame fyftem. The honourable gentleman fpoke againft 
the abfurdity of this meafure, and againft the weaknefs and 
impdicy of carrying on ike war, 6t of purfuing the objeft 
of AmericaYi dependency under the prefent circtwnftances. 

The Lord Advocate hid ^ that when riic noble Lord declared L)rd Advo- 
• that his Majefty^s «ni»jufters would not any longer pnrfiie die cate. 
'^phantom df an i^uiertaftl, offeufivc war in AtoeTica, they fully 
- and eflfe£bu«dly fetiitied his mind. He profcffcd that he 
"would k^st Toticd againft the f>oble Lord if he had not been 
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ebnfidered it highly neceilkrjr, as WfiU for the affiftaoce of 
the mcwte of prafecoting the war agatnft the commqo enemy 
in fotare, as for the purpoiSs of haTing a place of rendezvous 
afid ftation for a fleet neaffcr the Weft- Indies tbaa Great- 
i^cain. New-'Yorky with its dependencies; were, 10 his 
mind) by no means invaluable poi&ffions. Gentlemen had 
compared New-YorH to Gtbfaltar, and faid, that the gani- 
^ fonol New-Yorky like the garrifoh of Qibraltar, tnxii be 
wholly fxnrntfhed with provifiona from Gifeat-^Britaiiu Gea« 
tledien forgot, that the compartf6n was deftitute of fimila- 
rity*, they forgot that Long-Ifland and.Statennlfland were 
among the dependencies of NeivtYork; that the former wis 
tmcommoniy fertile, and jprodaftire of a variety of diflFereot 
articles of provtiion. This therefore fhpwtdy that the ar- 
gument, that all our artny in garriibn at New*York iiai^ be 
fied intirely from home, was iU-foitnded. There were like- 
wife in New- York ftorea, &c, in great qoantitie*^ whick 
\t would be dificult to remove, aad. works which had coft 
this country immenfe fums of money4 With regard to 
Charles-town "and other pofts, now poiTcfled by us on the 
American continent, this was not the titxie that matter was 
to be decided upon. It was ftill his opinion that a mode of 
war might be adopted which was likely to terminate in the 
mod advantageous manner; what that mode was, it was 
neither the buiineia of the d^y, nor would it be proper to dc« 
dare : he could only fay, as be had faid, that there was 00c 
thinr in which all hiiMajefty's miniflsrs were agreed,tochange 
the plan of the War, but not to withdraw the troops from 
- America. 'An honourable gentkmin [Mr. Fox] had ftated a 
declaration nude by him on the fabjeft of the American war 
forae time ii^ce ; fo far was h^ from having dbanged hicopinioo 
on the fubjeA, thathe would th^n repeat what he had fofmerlf 
fhid, and apply it to the motion at that time Tinder cdnfidera- 
t^on. As he had already declared he regarded the Motion, ai 
aniuMiriting to a reiblution to abandoct the Aniericao War alto- 
gether^ he made no fcruple to dvow^r tbatif the'Houfecame 
into it, he would immediately retire f for^be the'coafoqueace 
what it might, he never would he theminiftcr to fien'aay io* 
firunient which gave independence x^ Ameika. Hit op^ioo 
ever had been, and' his opinion then wks, that the mohaaent the 
Houfesu^knowledged.theinikpeiidence.of An&eric^ theBritifli 
^empire was ruinod* This liakloli Aver.^oakf cxift aaa great 
• aiid a powerful people, tnbefs our feven^o' was Kkewiie the 
Ibvereign of America* . Tiiis wi&:ai{>ofitibft:h/^maiacatned 
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from the cicarcft coiiviflion, aftd ht had rather atxlde the 
oenfore of that Houfe than be the inftrument of injuring 
the conftitution of this country. By his hands the coniti* 
tution ftiould never fall ; and when the moment arrived, that 
the Houfe (hould refolve on the independence of America, 
he would ihftantly withdraw, becaufc he was determined 
from principle to leave the people thfeir country,— [Mr. Byi^ 
faid acrdfs the Houfe, ^ yoo will leave tis no country.**] Lord 
George complained of the interruption, and faid, ** if the 
honourable gentleman thinks himfelf warranted (o to do^ let 
hiitt impeach me ! I am not confcious of hating ever inten- 
tionally in any one inftance done wrong fince 1 have heW 
«iy fctuttioB, but I wifh rt\oft keartiljr, that if a change of 
mmrfters is aimed at, and thought neceffary, it may done 
in the true conftitutional way. Do net call the people toge« 
thttr without doors, and teH them th^t minifters ought to be 
changed, but let this Houfe with th^' dignity fefecoming its 
charafier and, its true importance adopt at once the^ coiifti- 
rutional nreafure. Let them addr.efs the throne upon it, and 
<5Very gentleman prcfcnt knows the purpofe cannot f^il of 
heittg anfwtred; let Biiniftcrs- be difmiffcd, be itnpcached, 
be ptmiftied, if they f^all be found to merit it, but do ncJt 
out of mere p.irty spirit injure the conftitution, and rifque 
the nitn of the cotmtry.^ 

Mr. Syn^ rofe in-conlequence of what he had faid, avowed Mr.Byng, 
it, and declared he wasr ready to avow afld to declari his opi- 
irioH to that Houft, and to all the world, that the noble 
jLord would "by tbi profccution of his fyftem leave us rto 
^oiinti^ when he chofe to retire from his office. Tlie noble 
Cjord feys, " impeach me then; why dp you not impeach 'me.** 
Let the noble Lord look round him and he wiM fee the rea^- 
ibn& why he is ndt impeached. He will fee a tafld of hired 
men ready to fupport him, or any minvfter Whb will pay 
them^ againft. all the confequences of the American war. 
G?ve trs an honctf^ PaHiatncnt^ and then let us fee if due 
noMc Lord would dcfire to 'find his -ftcutity in iit>pcach» / 
ttetrt. 

Vlu Thomas Pitt ftrongly urged tlic propriety of adopting Mr.T.Pitt, 
the propofitions of the honourable Baronet, and of giving to 
their conftituepts and their. country a convincing teftimony 
thttt they were detemitned no longer to fopport^iis •Majcfty*g 
minifters in the mad and rurnovis war in ^hiqh they had in* 
VcJvtd us. 

V ^ Si|: 
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Sir John ' S\t J^hn WrmeJUy faid, he fhould vote againft the motion 
Wiottefly. in coniequence 01 what had fallen from the noble Lord in the 
blue ribband. Sir John a<jvifed the Houfe to come to so 
refolution on the fubjedt till Lord CornwaUis was at home to 
reprefent the real ftate of the country, and to give them feme 
authentic information as to the praaicability of the war. Sir 
Jpbn complained of the want of firmnefs in minifters, charg- 
ing them with having neither rewarded merit nor puaifhed 
dclipqucncy during the whole feven years of the war. He 
alfo. aiTured the Houfe, that they had repeatedly been grofsly 
deceived^ as to the reputed numberof the Americans, who 
were the frjends of government. 

Sir John Hujfiy Delaval fpoke to the fame effe^. If the 
noble Lord had not given the aiTuraiice which he did, he 
would not have voted for the motions proppfed, but he would 
have objected to the carrying on of the war. He thought 
the declaration in the motions no longer to continue the war 
was too indefinite. How, without fome force, could our 
remainiiig poffeffions be defended ? We might entertain 
more reafonable expeAations of extricating ourfelves from 
our difSculties, by a fpirited exertigb, than by a fupine def- 
pondcncy. He felt in common, with other gentlemen, the 
burthens of the war, the weight of taxes, the decreafe in the 
value of lands, and all the other evils thereof. He wiQied, 
in the prefent pofture of affairs, every gentleipan would re- 
folve to give his beft ailiftance to the putting an end to the 
American war, but hoped that the Houfe would not make 
fo timid a declaration, as that we will not any longer carry 
it on ; he thought it was wife, and neceffary, to abandon ir, 
but it would be imprudent and impolitic to declare it by 
a vote of the Houff. 

Mr, Dunning fpoke next, and with great poignancy com- 
pared and expofed the various argurnents of his Majefty's 
miniilers. He was not ready, he faid, to give up the de- 
pendency of America. He thought that the ruin of this 
country was accomplilhed when America was acknowledged 
to be independent. He agreed with Colonel Barr6, that it 
was not poilible to tell what pofts fhould be kept, and what 
fhould be abandoned. They had the intelligence, and they 
knew beft, but he thought that our troops fhould not be 
withdrawn without great conlideration, and that we fhould 
be Cautious how we decided upon a meafure fo big with the 
fate of the empire. The noble Lord's language was not ex* 
plicit ; we were not to have fuch a war as we have bad, but 

wc 



Mr. Dun- 



A. 1781. r D E B A T E S. t4f 

we were oot told what war we. were oow to have. He coa-^ 
cltidcd his ipefech with earncttly calling on Lord North to 
rife again, and explain his - words mo^ fally^ as diffeient 
gentlemen had declared, that tfifey had underftood bimdif- • 
fercntly, . * -...'.. 

Mr. Turner fpoke alfo in faviy^r of the motion, and faid, Mr.Taracr^ 
he had always wifhed the Americai^s fucaefs, ^nd was plcaf- . 
ed, when he heard of Lord Cornwallis^s defeat sind capture, ; 

as he hoped that would put an end to o.ur.Tfurthcr perfeqqting; ..,/.;- 
our fellow fubjefts. He faid. the ADaericans ought to be 
treated as men treated their pointers. ' Who ever heard of 
breaking a pointer by force ? Every body Knew-the only way- 
was to coax the animal, and intice,him to-do his^ duty. 

Ai twb^htKe:mo>niog the" Hbufe divided on the queftlon 
for the order of' the day being re'acj. ' Ayes, for the order of 
the day, 220; noes, 179. 

The bulinefs of the ArmyjefUmates was then, by agree- 
ment, adjouriieid tp Friday ;..andlltie HpA^ rofe immediately. 



.« 4 * 
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jd lyi of'ih€ divijion on Sir ^ams Lowther's motion.* 

Fort be Order. 



:.J 



Earl of Upper Oflbry — 

Hon . St. A.' ®c* Jdhn -- 

Sir Wtillani Wike ' — 

J. Elwys,* — — 

W.H.Har%/\ ^^ 

Fra. Annefley '^ . -r- 

Hon. J, MoDtagii -r- 

J. Aubrey — . ,f -^ 

Cha. Arcedeckne — 

EarlVemey. : 
Js. Grcnvillc. 
LordMahon 



Richard Smith 



Bedfiadjjire. -^ 

County - 
©itto-- ^ 

"Bedford - -5- 

' Berks. 
County 
Ditto ; 
]K.ea(nng - — 

Abingdon '— 
Wlndfqr -r . 
Wallingford 

"Ditto 

«■ 

Bucks. 
£ou|tty J 
Biickingham 
.Wycomb« — 
Ayiefrury. .t- 
JVlarlow - — 
Ditto ..=- — 
Wendover ' 
Agmondelham - 



Samuel Whitbread 



J. Dodd 

J. Mayor < 

Pen. Port. FdWney 



J8^. Waller, - 
T. Ord 
Wm. Clayton 
Sir J. B. Warren 



Wm. Drake, fen. 

.J, CambrJd^e^ire„ 

* Lord North moved for the order of the day ; (a that the divsfion took place u^da the 
order, and not on the original n&ocion^ and b| this mpaAs xht OLotion was prevented 'f»ai 
appearing on the. Journals 



/ / 



Hmi.J.T 



PAKLIAaiEKTART 



A. i-|[. 



Sir It. S. Cotm 

tCrew* — 

d.WU.BMiik 



Sir WillUa U 

lUvard Eliot 



Samoc! Sail — 
Uon.Wilbr.Tc 



Geo. Hum •- 



C trnt i^ t^t. F»r tht Orir. 

^ Cambiifige 



CsrwraJL 

CMtD<7 

Dftto — — 

Diita 
LeOwirhtd 

BodBijrn . 



Hon.C.G.PmCT4 

T.Bowlby 



Silolli — 
Ditta -~ 



KtTO — - 

VelUxM 

CrampooBA 
Canettbnl 
Cum — 
TRgjoajr - - 
TRaa -^ • 
St. tT« — 
Diiia . - 



— Lonl M^dcB 

— Bunfaer Gttcojae 
■~^ Hen. Rafewanie 

— Sir Grey Cooper 

_ Rc. Udb. 'Ckk. jMhittlbi 

— LBMn 

— WlOwBlGMTfl 
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Jlgainfi the Order* 

William LowtKcr — 

J. Lowther > ■■■ 

J. B. G^rfor^ ^ 

Lord G. Cavendiih — 

Lord G. H. CavendUh -— 
Edward Coke 



J.Parker 

V 

Hamphnr M&ick'm 

Sir G. Yonge 

Jacob Wilkinfon — 



Sir Philip jen. Clcrkc — 

• 1 

Hon* Rich« Fttzpactlck 
Homph. Sturt ««■ 



Thomia Scott. 
Richird De^kfbi^ 



*hotfns Fairter 
n* Banket 
Uiam Morton Pitt 

•tVaipcft — ~ 

irge Savile — 
9&cpm]^ *-« 



C^mttrlani eintinueSm 

Uarlife 

CockerihOQtE 

Ditto 

Cottatf •«« f» 

Derby 

Diuo 

JDenwt^'in^ 

Countf m^ ^ 
AQiburtQn ^^m 
OakhaxnpUMii 

HOQitQil 

Ditto . / 
Plymouth — p^ 
Ditto — -. or 

Beeralflon -^^ 
Ditto - — — 
Plymptfin - - 

Ditto ^ -^ 

Totnef$ » .■ . ^ 

Barn liable > -*«* 
Ditto, . 

Taviftock . — r 

County 

Lyme Regfs — 



F9r tbi Ordtf^ 






J.Rolle 
Cbarka Boom 



Sir Fred. RofCii 
Admiral Darby 
I^rd Fielding 
Lawrence Coxe 
Sir Ralph Payne 
Hon. Jamei Stu^ 
Laun. Browne 
J. Cleveland 
Fran. BalTet 
Rt. Hon. Rd. Rigby 



David R. Mitclietl 



MrXae"^^} Ht.Hon.W.EUi. 



John Purling 
Gabriel Steward 
Wm. Rd. RumboM 
William Ewer 



Ditto — • — 
Ditto — — 
Ditto — — • 
Dorcheder — 
Bridpore 
Ditto " 

Shaftcftfury^ — 
Dhto — — 
Warehara -— 
Cor&Gaftle — 
Poole — -«. 

Dur^jofn^ 
Durham 

Ehor^ ot r^Wire. . 
County • 
Ditto 
Aidborough • « Charles Mellifti 



StrTraqcii Syket 
H/W. Mortimer 

. Boyd, 

. Bond 

ofeph Guidon. 
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fo explicit, and if he had feemed to hare inclined to profe* 
. cute the old fyftem. But having faid this, he was iatisfied. 
He relied in the noble Lord's declaration ; both from the 
high opinion which he had of his veracity, as. well as from 
feeing that the declaration was confirmed by the eftimates on 
the table. The mode of the war therefore was to be totally 
changed ; but were the Houfe ready to do what the lait ho- 
nourable gentleman advifed, to abandon Atnerica totally, to 
give up all our pods, to withdraw all our troops, to deprive 
ourfelvc^even of the advantages of chance, and in fhort to 
fuffer America calmly and compofedly to rivet her cof^nec- 
tion with France. He believed the Houfe was not yet ready 
to go this length* He was willing openly to avow- that in 
the former periods of this conteft he entertained different 
fentiments of the ev^nt ; but fatal experience had convinced 
bim of the impra£ticability of reducing America to obedience 
by thefe means which we had purfued. He was for changing 
the mode but not for relinquifhing the objeft,*-*The learned 
Lord concluded his fpeech with laying, that he had .a very 
iincere friendfhip and regard for the noble Lord in the blue 
ribband. He believed him to be a£hiated in all his meafures 
by the pureft zeal for the fervice of his country. His opinion 
was of him, that he only wanted one quality to make him a 
nioft diftinguifhed and commanding minifter; he meant 
defpotifm and violence .of temper ; a$ to his private virtues, 
they were the fubjcft of general admiration. The learned 
Lord was flopped in his panegyric by the noife of the hear 
hims, and of the laughs to which thefe expreflions gaye rife. 
Mr.Burke. Mr. Burke made fome facetious obfcrvations on the ele- 
gance of the learned Lord's panegyric, and on the unfortu- 
nate reception with which it had met. He wasforry, that 
after having fuffered fo much under the noble Lord's admi- 
niflration, the Houfe was not in the humour to hear his 
piinegyric. It would no doubt, have been honourable to 
< both parties; for the brilliancy of the noble Lord's charafter 
could only have been equalled by the fincerity of the learn- 
ed Lord's praife. He faid, that the only alteration which 
Was promifed to Parliament that day, and to the nation 
was, that the mode of the war fhould be changed. An 
American war you muft have ; but becaufe you have grown 
diifatisiied with the manner in which it has hitherto been 
carried on, we will change the plan, we will give you 
another plan, but it {hall be ^e. faipe w^r ; we have 
fquandered feventy millions in one way, we fliall noir 
* fquandcr 
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'j^gmikfi the Ordtr* 
Earl JLudlow 



Hon. Chas. Marnum — 
Robert Gregory 



Sir Hon Mann 
Clement Taylor 
Charles Robinfon 

Thomas Stanley" 
WilfonBraddyll 
J. Burgoync 



Hon. Hor. Walpole 
Thomas Lifter — 



William Po«hin — 

SirJ.Thorold — 
C. A. Pclham 
Sir T. Clarges 
J. Harrifon 

George Sutton 



John Wilkes — 
Nat.Newnham 
Sir Watkitt Lewes 
Hon. C. J. Fox 



Sir Bdward Aftlcy 

T. W. Coke — 
Hon. Richard Walpole 
Kichard Hopkins 
VOJ..V. 



County ■ 

Huntingdon — 
Ditto — — 

Kent. 

County 

Rochefter '- - 
Qwcen lb rough 
Ditto — . — 
Maidftone 
Ditto 
Canterbury 

Lancajhire^ 

County 

Lancafter -*— ^ 
Prefton 

Liverpool - - 
Ditto , — — 
Wigan 
Cliiheroe 
Newton - 

Lcicefterjhire, 

County 

• Lincolfijhire* 



County 
Ditto 
Lincoln 
Grimiby 
Bofton 
Grantham . - - 
' Stamford — *— 

MiddUfeXn 

County 
London 
Ditto 
Weftminftet 

Monniouthjhire^ 
Monmouth - - 

Ceun^y 

Yarmouth - - 
The t ford 



For the Order, 

Lord Vifc. Hinching- 

broke 
Lord Mulgrave 
Sir Hugh Pallifcr 



G, F. Hatton 

Sir C. Frederick 

Sir Walter Ravvlinfoa 



Abr* Rawlinfoii 

Bamber GafcoynG 
Henry Rawlinfon 



T. Davenport 
J. P. Hungcrford 



Rt.Vyner 
Francis iyre 
Humphrey Sibthorp* 
F. C. Cuft 
Sir G, Howard 



Sit T. Stepney 



Rt, Hon, Cb. ToH'nrfieni 

Sir 
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Jgaliifi tbt Or in* 



A* \^%x 



Sir H. Harbord ••^ 

Lucy Knighdey - 
Thomas Po'wys 
Richard Ben yon 
Lord Ahhorpc — — 

Frederick Montagu -« 



A. R. Bowes 



Lord Wenman 
Lord Robert Spencer 



NoelH'tH 
Richard Hill — 
Sir Charlton Leigh toil 

Hugh Pigot 



Hon. J. Jeff. Pratt 



Cafile Rifling * 
Ditto — — « 
Norwich 

N&rthamptdnfiiru 

County 
Ditto 

Peterboraugh 
Northampton • 
^racklcy ■■ 

Higham Ferrers 

Northumherltindm 

Morpfeth — . 
Ditto — — 
Ncwcaftle 
Berwick — — 

Ditto -^ — 

Nottingham/hire, 
Nottingham - 

Oxfordjhire* 
Counjy — — 
Univerfiiy — 
Oxford 
Woodftock . 
Banbury — *-• 

Rutland/hire. 
County 

Shropjhire; 

County 
Ditto 

Shrew fbury 
Ludlow 
Bridgenorth 
Bilhop's Caftle - 
Ditto — — 

Scm^rfetjhirem 

Taunton > 

Ilcliefler - - 
Milbojum-Port 
Ditto — -^te 
Bridgwator - - 
Bith - - • 
Mineliead «- - 
Briftol . '. 
Ditto - • . 



F^rfkiOfAr. 
J. C. Talbot 
Rt. Mackrcik 



George Roddey 
Timothy Cafwell 



Peter Dclme 
Anthony Storer 

SirJ.kuireyDclayal 
Hon* J.Vaaghaa 

Dl. Parker Coke- 



Lord Charles Spencer 
Sir William Dolben 

Lord Parker 
Lord North 



G. B. Bruden^U 



William Pultcncy 
Juord Clive 

Heiiry Strachey 
William CUto 



J. Halliday 
Samuel Smith 
J. Pennington 
J. Townfon 
Hon. A. Poulett 
Abel Moy fey 

F. Fownes Luttrell 
Mat« Brickdale 

G. Daubcuy 



Rotr. 
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JgainfitbiOfdtr^ 

Rob. Thiftlcthw?yt« 
Jcr.CUrkcJtrvDifc : 



Edward Morant 
}• Barringtco — 

Sir }. Qriffia Giiffiti 
Bcojamin LethieuUier 
Lord Vifctiiac Midletoii 



Richard B. Sheridan 
Hon. E.^ Moackttm 



Sir Cha. Bunbury 
Thomas Staunton 
Sir G. W. Van Neck 



Sir C. Davcrs •— — 
Rt. Hon. H. S. Conway 

Hon, AdmJmi Kcppcl<— 
8ir Jofeph Mawbey — 

Edward Norton ~ — 
WaJtcr Spent Stanhope — 



% B A T » 5* 

Hatttu 

^ Cpunty 

"^ DittP 

Winche<lfT -^ 
Ditto -^ -^ 
Portfmoiuh. 
Newport -^ 

Yarmouth — 

Newton — 
Lymington 

Andover — 

Ditto — — 

Whitchurch - 

Petcrsfleld — 

Ditto — — 
Stodcbridge 
Southampton - 
Ditto — — 

Staffordjhirf* 

County '— 

Ditto -* 
Stafford 
atto 

Tamworth -^ 

Ditto -^ 

Lichfield — 

Suffolk. 

County 
Ipfwich 
DuDivkh 
Orford — 

Ditto -— ^ 

Aldborougb -^ 

Ditto — 

Sudbury ^ -*- 

Ditto ~ 

Eye 

St. Edmonlbary 

Ditto 

County 
Ditto 
Gatton 
Ditto -^ 
Hailetnere 
Ditto 
X 2 
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i^W* the Order. 



LoTct Stpnhppc 

Henry Pr«?m9 
Sir William Gordon 
Hon. J. St. John 
6ir Thomas tlumbold 

J. Frederick 



William JolliiFe 
Thomas Sam. Jt^lUffc 
Hon. J. Liittreil 
Hans Sioani^ 
J. Fuiier. 

Lord Lewifliam 
J, Wrottefl^ 



J. Calvert fen, 
J. Courteney 
T. Gilbert 



Lord Beavchatpp 

Hon. Robert S. Conway 

Martyn Fonncrcau 

PhiUChan. Crefpigny 

Sir Patrick Blake 

Sir James Marrioli ^ 

Rd. Phijlipfon • 



Lord Newhaven 
Robert Mayne 



Sir 



>5« 

Aialnft the Order. 
Sir Robert Clayton 
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Right Hon. Sir F.Norton 
Sir Rich. Hqtham -<* 



Lord G, Lenox 
Hon. T. Pelham 



Tho. Thoroton 



Sir T. G, Skipwith 
J. Bullock 

Tho. Kemp 



Sir R. Lawley 
Robert Ladbroke 



James Lovvther 
Phil, Honywood 
Hon. William Pitt 



Ambrofe Goddard 
William HafTey 



Hen. Dawkind 

J. Dunning 

Right Hon. L Barre 



Lloyd Kenyon 
Thomas Pitt 
Pinckney Wilkinfon 
W. P. A*Court 

Sam. Ellwick* ^ — 

J. Whalley Gaidiner -r?- 



Surr^ coniintudm 

Blcchingiy* ^ 
Ryegate 
Guimfdrd 
Southwark 

SuJJex» 

County 
Ditto 
Horfham 
Ditto — — 
Bramber 
Shbrieham — • 
Midhurft — 
Ditto — — 
Eaft Grindead - 
Steyning 
Ditto 

Arundel *— -* 
Lewes - 

Warwickjhire^ 

County 

Warwick — 

Coventry -^ 

Ditto — — 

We flmor eland ^ 

County 

Appleby 

Pitto 

mils. 

County '«-n 
Sail (bury 
Devizes — 

Ditto — — ■ 
Marlborough — 
Ch'ppenham -e^ 
Calne 
Ditto' 

Malmcfbury — 
Ditto . — . — 
Hindon 
Old Sarun^ 
pitto 

Heyteflbury 
Weftbury 

PittQ 



Fofthe Or^er. 

J.- Kenrick 
Hon. J. Yorkc 
George Onflow 



James Wallace 
Sir G. Ofborne 

Sir C. Bisftopp 
Sir S. Gideon 
Hen. Drommond 
Lord G* Germaiu 



T, Fitzherbert 
Hon, Hen. Pelham 



Hon. C. E. Grevjll« 
Lord Sheffield 
Edward Roe Yeo 



Cf Penrnddock 

Sir James Long 
Henry Jones 
Earl of Courtowq 
Giles Hudfon 



Lord Fairford 
J. Calvertj janior 
Nat. Wraxhall 



■*-• Francis Burton 



M 
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^ainfi the Order. 



Lord Herbert m^ m^ 



Hon. Edward Foley' — 
William Lygon 
Sir J. Rufhout •*- 
C. W.B:Roufe — 
Edward Winnington 

T. Bates Roa* 



i 1 



J, Trevanio^ 



Lord Vifcount Bulkeley 
§ir G, Warrea 



J, Parry 



( ■— '^1 n 



Watkin Williams — « 

Charles Edwin — — > 

W, M.Owen — 



BATES. 

ff^iks continued^ 

Wootton BafTett 

Ditto — — 

Luggerfliali -^ 

Ditto — .-« 
Wilton 

Downton .— . 

Ditto — .^ 

. WorcefieKlbire^ 

-County 

Ditto 
*^£yelham 

Ditto 

Droitwieh 
Bewdley' — 
'Worcefter — . 

Cinque Ports. 

.Haftiogs -«. 

.Ditto — — 

Sandwich --- 

Ditto -- — 

Dover — * — 

Romney — 

Rye — _ 

Ditto — — I 

Winchelfca — . 

Seaford r-^ 

Wides, 

Anglefea 
Beaumaris 
Brecon ««-^ 

Cardiganfliire - 
Cardigan -^ 
Caernarvonflure 
Caernarvon — 
Flint 

Giamorganlhire 
Cardiff 

Montgomcryfc. 
Montgomery « 
Pembroke -p^^ 
Haverford'-wcft 
RadnorHure •« 
Ksidtior 



i^ 



'^or the Order. - 

Hon, H. St. John 
William Strahan 
Lord Melboum 
G. Aug. Selwya 

Hon. H. S. Conway 
Robert Shaftoe 



Lord Weficotc 
Hon. William War4 

Lord PalmerHoa 
J. Ord 

Phil. Stephens 
Sir Richard Satton 
Sir J. Hcnniker 
Sir Edward Dering 
Hon. T. Onflow 
William Dickenfoa 
J. Nefbitt 
^^t Dorand 






Sir C. Gould 
Lord Lilburne 
J. Campbell 

Glynn Wyna 

— Sir Her. Mackwortb 

Whit. Keene 
Hugh Owen 
'Lord Kenfington 
Thomas Johnes 
Edward Lewis 



Charles 
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VtoAtt Dundas 



Sir Thomas Dundai -^ 



RigbtHoD. T^ Ttwnibeiid 
C«>. Bjrng 



Scotland* 

Kiotore,£lgiA|lcc« 
Airfbire -^ 
Irviae, &c, -^ 
Argyllfhirc — • 
Berwickfhire - 
Lauder^ &c. - 
CaithDefslbire • 
l^utQbarton, &c« 
Sumirietfliire - 
Dumfricit btc. - 
Edinburglifiure ^ 
Fifc(hii« <-^ 
Anftrulheri 2cc« 
Aberbtc^bock, &c. 
Haddittgto&ih. 
lovervmihtre - 
Kincmrdioeihirc 
KirkcudbrightQi. 
K^inrofsdiire - 
Laneilcfbirc 
Linlithgowihirc 
Nairnlhire — 
Orkneyfliirc - 

Roxburgfiiirc - 
Selkirtcfhirc 
Selkirk, Sec. - 
'SdrHngdiire 
Wigtonra 

TeUert, 

Whitchurch 
'MiddJefez 
' Harwich 
' Kewciftle 



For thi Qr4er^ 

Staates Lodg Morrii 
Sir Adam Ferguibn 
Sir A. Edmonftooe 
Lord Fred. Campbell 
Hugh Scott 
Francis T^hartrit 
J. Sinclair 
J. Crauford 
Sir Robert Laurie 
^r Kbbert Herrki 
H««ry Dundai 
Robert Skene 
&x J. Aniruibec 
Ad. DramiDPDd 
Hugh Dalrymple 
Simon Fraaer 
Lord A. Gordoa 
John Gordon 
^to^ Graham 
A. Stuart 

Sir W, Cunynghame 
George Rofs 

Hon. James Murray 

Sir G. Elliot 

J. Pringle 

Sir James Gockbam 



-« William Adam 



J. Robinfon 
Archibald M^Donaldf 



Jfo debate* 



DtcemUr 13* 
Jiicemher 14. 



The Hottfe went into a Committee of Supply, and the cf» 
timates of the army were referred to them, 
Bstretarv at ^^* SecTitary at IVmr entered into the detail of the army 
^ar, eftimates for the current year. He ftated, that the whole 
foree of the army, including the militia of this kingdom, 
amounted at that time to 186,220 men, and for this force 
tb^ ParliAmtpot bad to prpvidci. The expencc teas 4,208^097'* 
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IS, 5d|. iTiis force, he faid, was, in the whole, greater 
than tkat of the laft year by 4074 men ; and the expcncc wa# 
confequedtly greater by 29,067!. 15s. This increafe was 
dccafioned by the greater number of troops already fcnt, or 
now going to the Eaft-Indiei. The corps on that fcrvice, or 
appointed to it, and on the eve of embarkation amounted ia 
tfie whole to 943^, being an expcncc of 1*76,7841. whereat 
the laft year there was only one corps there,^ the regiment of 
Lord Macleod. The right honourable gentleman went 
into a mttiQte ftktement of the difference that there wa« 
in erery article between the force of this year and the laft. 
The difitrence upon the whole, in guards and garrifont^ 
was very trifling ; and it chiefly arofe from the circumftance 
6f the troops, hield under the convention of Saratoga, being 
ftnt back to this country, and put from one eftablifhment to 
another. From the total amount of the troops, effeftivc 
and nod'^efteAive, there were to be taken the non^efteftives^ 
the account of which was upon the table. The whole of the 
rank and file, etcldding the coramiflion and the warrant of- 
ficers, was about 157,000; but from this the Houfe was to 
take the non-efFeftives, which amounted to 16490, that was to 
.about a feventh part of the whole. He faid, that in the 
courfe of the laft year, about 10,000 men were raifed by the 
recruiting fervice; by the mode which was adopted of addi- 
tional companies about half of them were got, and the other 
half by the oM corps ; but he was ibrry to fay, that they 
were got with much difficulty, and the men were very much 
lowered in quality, but they had all been infpefied by general 
officers, and the reports had been accurate. The mode 
which had been adopted laft year of lowering the eftablifh- 
ments of reduced regiments had been attended with great 
J>enefit, but ftill undoubtedly fome regiments were fhort of 
their complement, and the Houfe was to grant more money 
than would be expended upon that fervice. It was not loft, 
though voted for this purpofe. It came back to the na:tionaL 
purfe, and was brought to account with fidelity and expedi- 
tion. The corps which were moft under the eftablifhment 
Were thofe which had been held under the convention of Sara- 
toga, and thofe in the Weft-Indies. Many lives had been loft 
by the expeditions to theSpanifli mahi, and inthe ifland of St. 
Lucia not lefs than 2000 men had died in eighteen months. 
He was happy to fay that they were now better accommoda- ' 
ted, as barracks were erefted for them, which protefted them 
from the injuries of the climate. The right honourable 

4 gentleman 
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gentleman, after going tbrcnigh his eftimates, concluded with 
moving, as the £rft of his firing of motions. '^ That a 
number of land forces, including 4175 invalids^ amounting 
to 49,455 efFe£tive men, commiffion and non-commiffioQ 
officers included, be employed for the year 1782."* 
CoLBurc. Colonel Barri fpoke with his ufual ability upon the fubjcft 

* of the army management. The right honourable gentleman^ 
hefaid, had ft'ated the number of men, pon-efFe£tives, to be 
about one fevcnth of the whole army. The flatement, how- 
ever, was not made with his ufual accuracy ; they were more 
than one feventh ; for the total number of forces was fiated to 
be 186,000; from thefe take, fays he, the commifGon and non- 
commiflion officers, and the number is reduced to 157,000!. 
From thefe take the militia, and the number is reduced to 
lefs than 130,000. From this number it is,.th^tthe.non-ef- 
fedives, amounting, by the paper on the table, to 26,490, 
are to be taken and the Iloufe will find that it is aboqt one fifth 
of the whole. But what the right hon, gentlepan principally 
objefted to was, the voting fo much more money than was 
leally to be applied, or was wanted for the army. It was the 
ufe, but it was a bad habit. The commiffioners declared it to 

' be a bad, unoeconomical habit, to fend money into the pay-maf- 
cr*s office, there to lie unemployed. It was true it came back, 
but the commiffiiMiers had faid well, that every guinea fo ilTued 
and returned was fweated and Judaized in the paiT^ge. It did 
not come back as it went, one pound one. To fee fome re- 
giments charged 800 men that really did notconiifl of 100, 
and fome that did not confifl of 5ofet down at 5, 6, 7, or 
800 men in the cftinaate, was a mockery of Parliament. 
He knew that in every quarter of the world our forces were 
much more upon paper than they were in the field, by which 
means we were induced to have confidence vyhere we ought to 
have diflruft. We had twogarrifons befieged, Gibraltar and 
Minorca. In Gibraltar there was faid to be 5000 meo ;.in 
Minorca 3500. He could aflure the Houfe there was no 
fuch thing. He was exceedingly anxious for thofe places. 
He was apprehenfive for them, but he did not fear the Spa- 
niards. F}e repeated it, he was apprehenfive for them, * and 
he was not afraid of the Spainiards, nor of the Frencli. 
They were deceived into a vote under the idea of their having 
a great commanding army, and when they came to the proof, 
they found that they had an army upon paper only. The 
royal Engliih fuzileers were in the predicament which be 

had 

* This firft rote is the number of troops employed for guards and 
^rrrifons. 
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had ftat^rf ; fo were the royal Scotch fuzileers, and fo were % 
twenty regiments more whieh he con^tJ ftate, but that it was 
not a delicate thing ^o cnutiierarte therw. He was always 
ag^ainA voting away ufeleft money in thi-s manner, and the 
Houie ought to be particularly fo at this moment, when ex- 
ertion was fo nectffary, and wheft furely we had need of ail / 
the money that we could raife. Bis Majefly's miniftei-s re- 
fund the offer of a larger fupply th?in they called for towards 
cnlargiag the f^ourite ferviee eJ their country, becaufe they 
faid we muft ftudy oeconomy ; and here" they moved for a, 
larger fum than was really wantird in a ferviee which certainly 
\9d!s not the favourite ferviee. He had blamed his^ Majcfty't 
mrnifters on the framing of the array-eftimatcs, for what they 
did contain : he would now bijtme them for what ihcy did 
not contain. , He had the higheft reverence for the army, 
though he did not belong to the profeffidn, but ftill he wiflied 
that no forces fliould fubfift unden the coinmaiid of the crown, 
which were not regularly before that Houfe, upon eftimatc, 
arid provided foh in the regular conftitutional way. Bu: thtrc 
were, apd had been for feveral years, 9000? men in arms in 
Anaerka^ tinder t!ie name of Provincials, which the miniftry 
bad never thought proper to bring before the Houfe in efti- 
matc, though called upon year afrer year for that purpoff. 
It was very natural to fuppofe t«hat they were in America, as 
they were here ; they were d-eficient, and we paid for men 
that had oo'exiftence. 

The Houfe did niot know by the efti mates before them, 
and they could not know what' was the army of Britain. The 
miniftry brought it out in Vafipns ihapes-. The gooo in 
America were to be added t6- it • 5000 amllery men •wci'e to 
be addedw The force of the country came in various Ihapes, 
but there was none fo infidious 6r fo urtfufPcrable, as when 
they ciime under extraordinaries^ wjidre there had becir no cf-. 
tintate. ' : 

Mr. ffrtjpy faid that the m^nag^^ment df the army wasf j^^^ HuflVy. 
exceedingly defeSivein many ways, and io none more than 
inthc praftice of giving appointment* of importance to'boys 
^ver the btfads of lenior, veteran, and worthy officers ; and 
in raifing new regiments and independ^fnt companies, when 
the old corps were very incomplete. He faid, it was a faft 
that ickcre were boys made captains, and appointed to com- 
mand lieutenants^ and e^figns WHO- were in the ferviee before 
they were born. The lieutenant and the eniigo of many 
of thefe newfangled regiments had been in the ferviee 
• Tou V. Y - of 
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of thc'r country before the captain appointed to command 
thcii) was born. This was a faft. He knew an inftancebf 
it^ A relation of his now in America, bad continued a lieu- 
tenant upwards of eighteen years ; and feveral of the cap- 
tains of thefe independent companies were not arrived to thelt 
eighteenth year. Befides, this method was very expenlivc. 
To each of thefe independent companies three officers were 
appointed, iheir pay waj eighteen fhillings and foijr pence 
per day, their half-pay nine fhillings and two-pence. Al- 
lowing that .they were difbanded in a fhoft time, ar.d the of- 
ficers put upon half'pay, the fum would be coniiderable, for 
their half pay wpuld at ieaft be ten years purchafe. All this 
might have been faved, as the old corps and old companies ought 
to have been filled up. It was right for the Houfe tp know 
how all this mifmanagement arofe, and how fuch flagrant in- 
ftances of abufe had occurred ; aW that they might receive 
information upon this point, he moved that Mr. Ofd fliouU 
leave the chair and report progrefs. 
The hon. The honourable John Luttrell faid, if the order of that day, 
Joha Lut- Qf of many other days, was to be ftriftly adhered tq by the 
^^^^* Houfe, he fhotild find it unneceffary, and he Ihoold think it 

prefumption to trouble them for one moment with his fcnti- 
roents onva motion for military fupply, becaufe he had a very 
fuperficial knowledge of that fervicc, and he was therefore 
perfuaded, th^t almoft every member within his bearing was 
more equal to the talk of debating fuch a fubjeft tbati hirofelf: 
but he obferved that the prefent motion for an army fupply 
having followed the navy, which was voted at an earlier pe- 
riod than he expe£ked it, and not having any intimation of 
the intention, he was unfortunately abfent at the time, or he 
would then- have endeavoured to difperfe the mift which 
had been caft before the eyes of Parliament, and in which 
lie feared many pf the members had ever fince been Ipfl; for 
that he was almoft perfuaded, the defponding motion made 
by an honourable baronet, proceeded from fome fuch caufe, 
jis in the courfeof that debate a melancholy defer ption wa^ 
drawn of our prefent naval armament : and that a right bo- 
, uourable member who had juft fpdken before him,' declared 

when the HoAife parted the other night, that it was the weak, 
the wretched condition of our fleet, which induced him to 
make a motion for the returns of the army ; at fo late 
an hour of the night he could not prefume to troubl<: the 
Houfe with a difcufSon of that fubjeft : he thought it 
ivould be flill naorc improper tp enter upon it then ; but fo 

'far 
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far he thought himfelf called upon to fay, that when the next 
naval queftion came to be agitated, lie did not defpair of ma- 
king it appear in the broad face of day, that we had ftrll the 
ability to,makc a'glorious ftruggle at fea, even with thofe 
nations which had direflly or indirectly taken part againft us ; 
he faid France, Spain, Holland, and America, were at open 
war ; that their trade had been protefted ; that they had been 
furnifhed with arms, ammunition, military ftores, and almod 
every other engine which fecmed to threaten our deftruftion, 
under thefandion of flags, who deemed themfelves the armed 
neutrality ;. but that in his acceptation of their condu£V^ 
they merited no better appellation than a curfed conf* deracy^ 
lealculated to humble the pride and the glory of this country ; 
how therefore to avert the impending blow, and render 
fuch machinations fubtile, was not only the bulinefs of the 
Houfc, but ought t6 engage the daily attention of every fub- 
jcft who wilhed to fee the Britifh arms appear refpeflable in 
the eyes of Europe ; he faid, that at xhc prefent time he 
fhould- enter no further on the bufinefs of the navy, and 
would fay but one word on that of America, until the fubjcft 
Ihould come more properly before the Houfe than he then 
confidered it to do, namely, that he had lent his treble aid to 
put out the firft fpark of Are which had been kindled in that 
Houfe^ and wkich lighted up the American War ; that he had > 
exerted all his powers to quench the flame as it increafed, and 
that he fhould continue his beft endeavours to put thq beft end, 
wcconfiftently could do, to fo deftniftive a conteft ; that he 
.was happy to find all his Majefty's minifters, the fecretary 
for the American department excepted, were come to their 
fenfes, and he had fanguine hopes that noble Lord would 
not have the power to do more mifchief ; he, therefore, was 
unwilling to withhold from government the means of endea- 
vourinjg to make a tolerable peace for this country, and he 
thought they wer6 much more likely to accompliui that end 
W'ih arms in their hands than by furrendering all their pofts, 
and fubmitting to the arbitrary dictates of the haughty Houte 
of Bourbon ; that, however humiliating he fliould feel k^ 
whenever that hour came, which, in his opinion, made it lie- 
cefTary and wife to declare, that all further attempts, either 
by fea oi: land then, or hereafter, to enforce the obedience of 
the revolted colonies to this country, muft prove ruinous and 
inefre£tual ; he would not look for vague and ambiguous terms 
to exprefs his fentiments in,^ but this he woulcj then declare^ 
in language which^9uld not be mifanderftood^ he was pre- 
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paired to wave the dependence c^ America ontltis eounlry; 
for, he declared, however u^enioufly it waf pcnsodif had 
he given his vote in favogr of JSir James Lpwiiier'fi iricitkm, 
he mould have thou^t that in iorce, ^eftbd, and fvJ»&mo^ 
U wotild have amounted to fgcb a dectaration, ac^d wh^t^ktte 
form yould hav^ beeA \wanung, be ihottid not hw» thovgkt 
material ; but he hoped the political henaUpbere ms^ «tf>t y^ 
£0 dark as not toihew a glinMcvernig i<ight, which W9fM lead 
to an advantageous peace ;to thiis comiCry aad <q AdBienca 
alio ; that was the light he .thojaght every bo4y fin^iU *Soibm^ 
l>at at the fame time, be properly prepared -for ^^ir 4fi£e8ee 
if it deceived us ; ther£{ace4>^ readiJy conien^ed itQ gQMt 4he 
fupply aflccd for by the Sepr^tary ac W^r ; for bfi w»s con- 
vinced, that the army of this country was as nfoefikry to- 
wards the conquefts and defence of this CQuiK-ry M the 
navy; he was always ferry when he heard either ftijcd cbe 
favourite fcrvicc, becauie 'he was fure they werenov^rft 
ukfulior formidable as wj>ein ading in concert jasd upon 
equal tcri;us; and he thought tliat profelfional mes, of all 
oihers, fliould avoid mailing ad ifli&^ion, Hefaid^ no.man 
lamented the continuanqe of the An>ericaa war iBore thac he 
(did; that he was traly forry the prefent iituati(Mi ^f public 
- affairs called for fo large a fiapply of bolsh flavy sad arroyi 
^ ' hut being' periuad^d they were equally* ne^eflary» apd tbc 
one having been vo^ed^ be ibould ceKamly give. his vofieicr 
the other. 
Mr. T. Mr. Thomas T'awnfisind was exceedingly hainn^ to (tear 
Towuflicnd from fuch high authority as U>at of the hon^uo^bte ^jiptain, 
.that our navy was in fo profperoas and able a ftalC, lor he 
^nd the Houk had been ^d from aulLhority p9>!(ttiyT«ijpeflta* 
ble, from the Admiratty, that the Qav^y imt» and inuft be 
inferior to that of die How/e of Bourbon. He was happy ii> 
bear from the gallant officer^ tkat the ^Aikmatey ta this 
^int were wrong, as they Avere in siaoy 0(^«r«^ aadtharit 
they were ignorant of the affairs and of the fiisz^th of 
their country. But which of thie two the people isoold be 
inclined to believe in. preference to the other, tbe Lords of 
the AdmiraUy, or the captain qf ^ (hi^p, it waa no$ peffiblc 
.fur him to tell. He had ^id that fX\ the mipifters liad conic 
•to their £^n(^%^ except 4ie fecreta^y fpr ti)e American de- 
partment. What paiticuliK infiances of &Btty his had dif- 
^covered in the reft, heco^^ld not take upon him to&y; he 
will)ed that he had ex|»laioed hipielf upon that head. Had 
they recovered their j^ie$^ becaufe th^y coocurred withtha^ 
\ ' American 



Afoericaa fecfetsny in rejefting tUe proportion made tbe 
other day for patting an end to the American war ? Or had 
thej Ihewn any difpolttion different from that of the noble 
Lord, which -exempted them from the infanity in which he . 
was invdved*? He profeffed he could not tell. The only 
two oonfideBt^ittl ^vants of his Majefty who fat in that 
Houfe^ h^d differed in their language ; the one the Ameri* 
can fecretary, had fpoken cmt, and nad faid boldly the Ame- 
rican war «i«ft be cacriedon. The other, the noble Lord 
m theUue ribband, gave a loofe and T vague opinio^ about 
the mode of carrying on a half war* 'They difagreed. 

("foai ^liefe obfervations, he adverted to the eftimates^ 
havidig by the way, expreffcd a marked preference for the 
naval, over thejand fervicc, in oppofition to Mr. Luttreirs 
epinion ; he found fault with the manner in which the troops 
that had perifhed at 6t. Lucia had been fent out, without 
cftething, wiTOOut arms, crouded in the tran^orts; and 
landed in an ifland wiiere there were no barracks to receive 
them; but were raw, and uninured to the climate, they 
bad been ebliged to work in building barracks till their con- 
flitutioiis were worn out, and they funk under the weight 
of labour and tfce uirwholefomenefs of the climate : fuch work 
^ras not fit for the European conftitution in the Weft-Indies; 
this was dtfcorered, though a little too late to fave thoufands ; 
but fincethc difcovery, Oeneral St. Leger had employed the 
negroes, and not the foldiers in thofe kind of works, by which 
means the lives of hundreds had been fince faved. As to the 
independent companies, he muft needs fay, thatif men were . 
promoted out of their turn, he was much better plcafed that 
it fhould be to tJie command of companies than of regiments, 
as had of late been the praftice -, but of the independent com- 
panies themfelves, he had feen fome of them ; fome came 
from Ireland, where they were raifed, and men looked clet 
ver, aWe fellows ; but others, which had been raiftd in 5^ng^ 
lan<^, were the greateft burlefque upon foldiers that he had 
ever feen : fome h?d been quartered in his own- neighbour- 
hood ; and he could fa fely fay that there was no walking 
through them without burfting into laughter, fo grotefque, 
auk ward, and ridiculous was thejr appearance. When they 
were ordered to march to Portfmouth, the country was all 
over covered with them ; Ibmc were not ablfe to march* from 
impediments of long ft audi ng; one man in particular, whom 
he had ieen, had his leg fwelled in confcqucnce pf a fcurvy 
contra^ed at fea twenty -five years ago. Such were the kind 

of 
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of men, or rather fcare-crows, thatcompofed thpfe independ- 
ent companies* 

As to the motion for leaving the chair, he did not fappofe 

the honourable member who had made it, would divide the 

committee upon it : for his own part, he coDdemoed many 

things in the eftimates ; but ftill he did not wiih to flop the 

fupply. , . ^ 

lH)rd G, Lord George Gtrmain rofe next, to expiaia ^hat he had 

Cermain*. &id on Wednefday, and to confirm, by his prefent explana* 

tion, the opinion he had then given : he faid, that he had 

already faid, and was fully convinced, that if the fbvereignty 

of Great-Britain over America was loft, thi^ country^ from 

that moment, would be undone ; this being his opinion, h€ 

was determined never to have a hand in any meafure by 

which that fovereignty fbould be given up; thfs was kis 

opinion at preient, it always had been, and ever would be, 

his i\(m opinion to his laft breath ; and if this was the reafon 

why the honourable gentleman had thought proper to fay 

that he had not yet recovered his fenfes, he did alTure him 

that he never would recover tliem, for in that opinion he 

« would die ; with regard to the fentiment&of the cabinet, re- 

fpefting the further profecutioQ of the war, he had faid this 

much, and this much only, that all his Majefty's miniflers 

were unanimouHy of opinion, that under the preient circum- 

ilances and prcffure of affairs, it would not be for the public 

good to withdraw the forces from America; in this opinioQ 

he had concurred, in this opinion all his Majefty^s miniftcrs 

liad concurred. His Lordlhip then palTed to another fub- 

jeft. 

With refpeft to the provincial corps, he faid, that the 
reafon }vhy they had not been included in the eftimates, was, 
that fome fhare of the public money might be fpared, by 
avoiding to vo;e an eftablifliment for thele troops : at pre- 
fent they were paid according to mufter ; and not one far- 
thing pay was iffued, but to thofe who ftood mufter ; and for 
this purpofe they were regularly and frequently muftered : 
hence this beneficial confequence enfucd, that none were 
paid but efFeftive men, ftanding in their ftioes; but if they 
\vere voted on eftablifhment, this eftablMliment muft be at a 
certain fixed nnmber, and for the whole of this number 
money muft be fent over to.Aiherica : and it would be a dif- 
ficult matter to get back the money arifing from ftoppages 
for non-effeftive naen ; but all this was avoided by paying 
only for thofe who regularly mufter; ^eir -numbers wete 

• ' • • well 
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well known, he had in bis hand two returns of ihefe corps, 
the one dated in Auguft laft, from the infpcftor of the pro- 
vincial troops ; the other, from Sir Henry Clinton in his 
grofs returnof the whole force; and this was dated in Sep- ^ .. 
tember; both accounts differed in about tv^o hundred men ;■ ^ 
thefe returns he was ready to lay before the committee, if- 
forms would permit it ; or to fliew to gentlemen Who fhou'd 
think proper -to read them ; nothing, he faid, had been 
omitted to render thefe corps as little burthenfomc to the 
public as poffiblc ; nay, their very clothing was fent from 
hence, nor had their commanders the benefit of fupplying it. . ^ 

Colonel Barre faid he fhould certainly call for them ; but ^o*- Bwt^. 
though there might be feme little oeconomy in keeping back 
the eftimateof thofc corps, he muft fay that he preferred ttc' 
conftitntion to oeconomv. 

Mr. i^oArfaid, he fliould only detain the committee for a Mr. Fox. 
few minutes, jind he wifhed to fay what he had to offer im- 
mediately, before the matter that had called him up fhould 
be forgotten. An honourable gentleman h?d faid, that the 
Miniftry, (the fecretary of ftate for the .American depart- 
ment excepted) had returned to their fenfes. He was very 
fbrry- to hear, that thQ only minifter who had* not come to 
his fenfes, was the miniffer who had the conduft of that 
wai: which was the c^ufe of all our misfortunes.' But the 
honourable gentleman doubted very much whether thc^ noble 
Lord was the only one that had not returned to his fenfes. 
He had indeed declared, that the war in America was ftill 
to be carried on, but another noble Lofd (Lord North) had 
alfo made the fame declaration, though in a more qualified 
v^ay. But the matter to which he wiihed to fpeak,;vvasa 
circumftance' which he had forgot the other night, but which 
he had remembered fince. The noble Lord in the blue ri- 
band had faid, in oppofition to the motion that was made for 
putting an end to the American war, that it was to be car- 
ried on upon a Contrafted fcale, and on a much m re limi- 
ted plan than it had been hitherto. It was a fa-t, and the 
Ho ufe muft remember it ; at leaft he was fure the noble 
Lord himfelf muft, that four years ago, when a motion was 
made for putting an end to this accuned and fatal war, the 
noble Lord faid that it would be continued, but it would be 
continued upon a contrafted fcale. Exaftly as now,- the noble 
Lord had told the Houfe that it was to be altered, lo be di- 
jTuniflied, to be contrafted ; and. the Houfe was impofed 
ppon; It was not pofiible for the noble Lord to forget this 

after tion. 
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afiertioD, but he wo'vM mention to faitn z circdmfbmce that 
would, perhaps, remind him of the fa£l. An honourable 
friend of his (Mr» Burke) treated with infinite ridicule the 
aiTertion of the noble Lord^ and had given a nooft ingenious 
commentary on '^ the promifed war in minature, the tittle, 
light frigate of war, the pocket volume of war, the war in 
duodecimo." But the noble Lord could not forget it. It 
happened on the event of the furreoder of Saratoga. Then 
It was clearly apparent, that the Houfe had been already dc- 
luded by the miniftcr'& promife of contrafting the fcale. 
They had feen how it was to be contraftcd. Other armies 
. had been marched through tlie colonies, and other armies had 
been loft. 
Sir George S'lT Gerogi Sovile {pokcmth great ability on the general 
§avil€. qucftion of the American war. . He faid, he h^d come to 
townagainft the great day when that queftion was to be 
agitated, and if he had been upon his death- bed, be fhould 
not have died in peace if he had not been carried into the 
Houfe to difcharge his confcience upon that occafion. He 
> had not had an opportunity of fpeaking, but now lie muft 
deliver his fentiments with freedom. When he read the 
King's Speech, the fpeech which the minifter put into his 
mouth, it ftruck him with horror. The Addre& which a 
young gefulemaii' had propofed m anfwer to it, was^ as all 
addrefTes are, a fimple and mere echo to it ; and the Houfe, 
with that fondnefs for it by which they^ al% charaAerized, 
adopted and paiTed it. Experience had tau^t him that the 
Addrefs of that Hou& was avowed to mean nothing, that it 
was an empty form, and generally nothing more than a mere 
echo to the language in the fpeech from the throne, which 
was alfo the fpeech of the minifter; fo that in fad the Crowd 
and the Parliament danced a minuet together, to a tune of 
the minifter's compoiing. The Crown led off one i^^Vf 
the Parliament in a fimilar ftep to the oppofite comer; they 
then joined hands, and at length finiflied juft as the dance 
began. — If it fhould pleafe his Majefty's minifters to put 
into the King's mouth the firft line of the fong, ** What 
charms does my Flora difclofe," he would be bound the 
Houfe would echo the fecond : ** How fweet are her fmilcs 
upon Tweed !" The minifter when he a{ked for foch an 
addrefs, told the Houfe that there was nothing more than a 
compliment in it, but when that compliment was obtained, 
it loft its aerial appearance, and became fubftantial iinceri »v« 
This was the cafe now. They had agreed to the Addreis, 

and 
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and they itiuu now grant a fuppljr. That ^^a& their tone. 
He was aftonilhed to hear that the Houfe bad been deluded 
into an opinion that they were not pledged to the continuance 
3f the American war. It was palpable in every line of the 
Addrefs^ if they muft take words by their coiprhon accept 
ration, and according to their true, genuine grammar ufe. 
Rut the minifter had laid, that we were not to go on with ^ 
the A niericah war in the fame way j we were to alter and 
contraft the mode of it; but did that make any material dif- 
ference ? He had read of a Lacedemonian, who, in a war 
with a neighbouring country, and in a fea engagement fwam 
up to a galley, and laid hold of it with his right hand ; the « 

people m the galley cut of his right hand ; he then feized hold 
of it^ with his left hand; they cut that off alfo, and then 
alked him if he would go on with his attempt. The Lace- 
demonian faid not in the fame way, and he initantly feized 
upon it with his teeth. This was exaftiy the cafe of his 
Majefty's government; they had loft both their hands. in 
their attempts upon America, and they were yet.determined, 
like the Lacedemonian, to go on, and faften upon it with' 
their tecth» But they fhould remember, and he warned 
them, that when the Lacedemonian did this, they ftruck off 
his head. He loudly and warmly reprobated minlftcrs for 
their conduft. They Were determined to perferere in their 
purfuit, determined to go on, although , they confeffed that - 
they had it not in their power to nlake a navy equal to that 
of the enemyi '. ' 

Lord North fald it was not cafy for him to recolleft witli.Lord Korth 
precifioh what he. had faid fome years before ; he might have 
laid, upon the' event of the difafter at Saratoga, that the - 
war would be in. future contrafted, or not be carried on to 
the fame extent, as a matter of mere argument. Bjit furely 
that cxpreffion was very different from the folemi) affurancc 
which he gave to the Houfe on Wedncfday laft, that the 
war would not be carried on to the fame extent, nor profe- 
cuted in the fame way. In the one cafe he might fpeak with 
licence, what had been faid, as an argument ; in the othei: 
ne gave a clear, decifive account of the intended plan of pro- 
ceedings^ as far as he could do as a rolnifter. He wilhed to _ ^.^ 
fpeak with open nefs and precifion. What he had faid oa 
Wednefday night, to the beft of his remembrance, was ex- 
aftly this; that gentlemen might eafily perceive, froni the . 
^ftimates on the table, that it was not thfc intention of his ' 
Majefty*8 miniftefs to profecute the war in America to the 
; V6l.V^ ^ fame 
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fame exteot, and in the fame way that had been hitherto 
done ; that was to fay, not to attempt to fend armies to 
march through the country, as that of Earl Corn wallis had 
done, norftrivc by fuch fchemcs to reduce America to obe- 
dience by force. This was exa£tly his aflertion, anH he dc- 
. fired it m'ght not be mifunderftood. This did not extend to 
a relinquimment of their poftf?, or to a naval war; their 
pofts might be neceffary to other purpofes. . It only went to 
that fole thing of dropping all further ideas of fending troops 
to penetrate the country, as had been hitherto the plan« He 
meant to be perfeftly explicit, and when he ufed the words 
** continental plan, it was not an expreflion of his own, 
but the words had been ufed in the debate before h^: role. 
Gentlemen had talked of the continental plan of the war, 
and had rcftcd their arguments chiefly upon calling upon 
niinifters for a declaration, whether they defigned to purfuc 
the war on the continental plan ? He therefore fuited his de- 
claration to their arguments. He did^not mean to Ly 
** ofFenfive war," that would have been a vague exprcffion, 
or to have it underftood farther than that Government did 
not intend to fend an arniy to march through the colonics, 
as had been the plan of the laft campaign under Lord Corn- 
wallis ; but it had been obje£led that the eftimates >vere no 
criterion by which the Houfe could judge of the plan of Go- 
vernment, fmce the forces apparently deftin6d for fervicc 
in one part of the empire^' ^ight be withdrawn from thence, 
and tranfp6rted to another, Biit was it not a full anfwer to 
this remark, that if fuch forces fliould be fo withdrawn, the 
fervice to which they were at lirft appropriated muft be loft 
for want of their fupport, and confequently, no man in his 
fenfes could prcfume that any rainlfter would be fool hard)* 
enough, thus to render himielf liable to deftruflion for his 
abufc of a power which Parliament had exprfefsly allotted to 
a fpecific purpofe, by advifing the application of that power 
to a different fervicc than what that high authority had 
plainly appointed it to. He could not help thinking that 
the confiderations of this alone muft bfe the moft unequivocal 
tbat any rational man could/d^fire of the integrity of admi- 
niftration in the expreflions t'hev had made ufe of. 

6fA.Sniitli. ' General Smith charged minifiers with having liegleded the 
informafion which they had received from the general ol5- 

, , cers who were employed ; they had received intelligence 

early in the war, that alt attempts' tb penetrate 'th^ country 
of America muft be fruitleft: as well as ifalJii to the armies 
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\;vhich were fent to try the experiment. They w6xt criminal 
for negledting that information. . ■ 

Central Conway {pokt with great energy and feeling. The ^^"- ^^*^- 
various opinions which he' haJ heard, and the .various affer- ^*^' 
tions, made him at once dejeft and defpair. Military opi- 
nions had been given, of which he did not, could not ap- 
prove. It had been faid, that it would be right to keep the 
polls, and that a war of pofts would moft certainly be pofli- 
V>ie, or would be advantageous. He defired to know if it 
was believed to be advifeable^^ if poflible, to keep the poft of 
"New- York. : I^e knew that Sir. Henry Clinton With all his ^ 

force was alarmed* To keep New- York we mull have Long 
Ifland'as a poft. Long Ifland was; one ^hundred ftiiles'long. 
He owned he did not kaow What the noble L6rd in' the blue 
riband meant by his defcription of Vvhdt was to be the ,war, 
.Did he meah that we were to have no continental war in 
America? ... 

Lord North faidy continehtal \var did not come up to LordNorth. 
his idea. If ,i^c fought at all upon the continent, v\^ muft 
have a contineriital war. 

General ConuOav alked if w^ were to have no offenfivc cott- Gen. Con- 
tinental wa'rT;^ ' ; ■ ' " ''• ' ^*y- 

Lord North fald, that was not the exaft defcription neither. LordNortb. 
We ly ere to have no internal war; ' 

■' General Conivay faid, he did' nOt know how to underftand ^*n- ^^^ 
the method and the kind of the nbble Lord's war. We were ^"^* 
not to march, but we were to fight; we wizre not to fight 
to reduce Ajnerica to obediebce, bqt ftill we were to fighr, 
and to continue in America. It was hot to be continental, 
land it was to be continental ; it was to be ofFenfive, and it ' 
was not to be oiFertfive, In fliort, it was to be continued, 
but his Majefty's minifters did not know how. .They were 
bewildered ; they had their hands cut off, but they were de- 
termined to faften upon it, and cling to it fome how or 
another, by th6 teeth, or the' feet, '<)r the beft: way that they 
could, and that with a navy pronounced by themfeivesto be 
inferior to thc'^nfcrtiy, and what they had declared muft be 
inferior to the enemy through the whole, conteft. The cir- 
cumftances of our country were more diftrefling than he had' 
it in his power to defcribe; he did not think that the miniftfy 
were treacherous; he did 'not think they had ruined, 
their country from bafe, lucrative moti\ e^ ; ifhcfliogght 
foj he would n>ove" for their impeachment inftaritly ; he 
thought ^hey were vyeak, and wanted union and firmncfs. 

Z 2' Thia 
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This was the caufe of all oqr mifcries ; this was tbp little, 
defpicable Tory party, which had delerted from our glori- 
ous conflitution, and the infamous band which had been 
bribed to betray it. In earlier times, the young men of the 
Houfe would have affumed a different fpirit than they ex- 
' hibited at prefect ; they would have been roufed by the fuf- 
ferings of the country, and would have afted with the vigour 
that became the young citizens of Great-Britain ; but there 
was a fcandalous indifference about them in regard to every 
thing but the facrcd prcfervatipn of their own perfons. The 
ftateof our fleet in'a particular manner was dreadful. He 
faid that once a whole people, the moft enlightened in the 
old world. On a great cmei^gency embarkc'd their whole peo- 
j pie. We ought ?o follow the fpirit of this precedent, Wc 

cannot embark all the kingdom, but how many regiments 
might not be ufefully employed afloat ; all the regiments 
ought to learn the firing of great guns.^ This' was a part of 
djfcipline very much neglefted, fhamefully ncglcftcd in our 
icrvicc. .Every man ought to be an artillery than; in Jerfey 
they were* all fo. They all," the whole people, underfl:ood 
the firing -of great guns; a company of artillery was 
fentovcr to'inftruft them, and the company of artillery fent 
over to inftruft them were the only perfons in the iilapd that 
were ignorant of.th^ matter. This was a faft. 
IftiYfxfXVt' Mr. fVtlliam P//f fpoke nqxt with his ufual force and ele- 
. gance. He would not have offered himfelf to the Houfe at 
the time when the honourable General who fpoke laft got up, 
fenfible of the fuperior abilities of that great and worthy 
member, had he riot held in his hand a paper which he con- 
ceived would be the moft conclufive j^nfwei: to the language 
of miiiifters. It had been (aid on that day that the Addrefs 
of the Houfe was always an echo to the fpcech from the 
throrie, If diis was the cafe, furely it would be allowed 
that one fpeech of the noble Lord in the jDlpe ribai>d, was 
or ought to be the echo of another. Some wqrds which the 
noble Lord h^d fpoken on that day had ^v\xc^ hijp (q forcibly 
I that he had been induced to take them down, and he be- 

\ lieved he had done it pretty accurately, Bj thofc words the 

Houfe would be able to perceive what credit, wa? to be given 
to the affertions of the noble Lord, and liow fafely they 
could vote this or any fupply on liis declaration refpe&ing 
f the further condufl cf the war^ In a fpeech fpoken cxr 

1 prcflly for the purpofe of appealing more than ordinarily ex- 

Lplicit, the noble Lord had cpntradifted himfelf moft ftrange- 
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little any declaration that he rpa4£ w;i$ to be ^ep/^^ded ;^p09^, 
The noble Lord's words were, ^' that goverpmen^ were r«r 
folved not to profecute the war, in America any longjar on ^ 
continent.al pl.an ;" and fcarcely w^rje t^cfe words out q{ thf 
noble Lord's mouth, when he faini, " that is, by fending 
frefli armies to mai:ch through the colonies, in order by the 
operation of thofe marches to fiibduje America to obcdi^no^jf 
fo that the. noble Lord had no fooni^r fatd one thipir, tha9 
Ihockedat baviog uttered any thing which feemed to opfatisV 
faAory, or wh ch could have been underftood, ft^rtled ^t thp 
found of his o]Uf^n words, he fays another,' and ftill fearing, 
that he had dropped any es^preflion th^t might be. foiteael 
ijpon, and to.' whi<;:h he might he bound down, .l^lxc^fs i^ ; 
explain, a^way the whole of what h^e "hiis faid, apd tcfUj yj4 h^ 
does not rap^p ," oiFenfive.war ;V ,|ftr p^enfivc w^ JgDi9.(u^ 
every fpecics..of attack, and t)3^t j^ Word conpnf^i^t^l ,\^^ 
ufed b\' fome pt er fp^a^er beforp^ Jie rpfe, 2x^d}f,Al0^Pp^ 
from his meaning, for every.j>ian;tlpLatcaulid. b«JC9iiib,iy9d.t^ 
purfuing the v^^ar in the colonies ^ would be. Ail^d a €9intinep-? 
tal w^r. The hp^^urable (General^ preffed tjo^,. .yppfli the ; 
point, but it w^s in vain; he could npt defcribe w^ajt^fpipt of 
war we were now to inftitute. But there was aip^ jE^in^ 
which had fallei|i from the npbfe Lord ip the blj^ ribajpd, 
and that he trjaftqd jyould pot be forgotten* He had, told the 
Houfe, that there was a clear diftincUon to be mai^e betweep 
the alTer ions wlvich he, ad vapced in aigument^ aa<^ thp iblj^n 
afluran^es whicb he^ave as a m^ifter; his afTerti^cfS ia ar- 
gument, were, diiF(;rent fropi his folemn alTurii^ci^s*^ ^k^ 
poble Lord hafd owned that he did advance things^ln debate 
which, . as it.w,9u,\d i^ot j^t poilible or conv^ient fpr hiipfelf 
to niaintain,. it would not be politic ox fafe for the Hq^(& t9 
believe. This the noble Lord had faid, and he ^rjjfted it , 
would be renEien^bered. JHe trufted they would never fp.rget tcj 
fcali upon the p<^le_Lord at all tipies for what his a^e^tions 
were,, whedier they ^^ere aflrertiop^,jin argument; they4pig^t 
be fo ;hi$ day, i^At a^prtlon, in arguippnt 1 Qoqd .G/pd, ^vc 
we to be dcnrq4 ^^ believe a declaration of this day,^ W:^pp 
we arc given to, underftand, that.thp perfon who ii^ide it, 
po|EbIy Hfcd ij: a^ an'aiTertipn in argument! What ! Is iky- 
ing that ^* fpi^^ifters.a^e determined ;not to. ftnd freljh.armies < 
to iparch thrqpgh the colonies.of America, by the operation 
of thofe marcl>cs to, fubdue America ito obedience," ^ ^^^f^ 
aflertion in .^rgi^ment ? and w)^^?^. P^S committee by this, a!*- 
iertipn are deUuisd jiptp tl^e y(]^.? of this day, and. they. a£ter- 

. ., „ ^ .. wi^rd^ 
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watxJs fee the American war purfued with this army wliid 
they are no\v voting, arid with the fame fyftcm which they 
have been all reprobating ; what will bz their feelings wko 
the fame minifter fhall nfe four years hence, as he docs now, 
and tells you gravely, that it <yas all a mere afTertion in ar- 
gument ! and thcfe his affertions in argument are calculated 
only to delude the Houfe for the day, but were never meant 
to be obferved. But to fheV what admirable union ikcrc 
was in his Majefty's councils, he begged leave to ftatctotiie 
Houfie what had fallen from thofe two noble mimftcrs wbo 
fat in that Houfe. The noble Lord in the blue riband had 
fardj'thathe wifhed fo^f][)^k with prccifion, and he bad 
feid, that thfc war was not'to be carried gn in the roannfr 
which it had been, to the fame ex'tent, by penetrating througli 
the country ;' and by the fame plan that it 'was not to be 
carried on, with an ihtrttioh of reducing America to obedi- 
ence by fbrte;' 'The Anicrican fecretary. declared, that there 
ivas one- thing in whfch 'he could fay with confidence, that 
all his Majcfty's minifters' were agreed, and that was in not 
abandoning the objeSt df the American ^ar, " nor ceafing to 
proTecutc *iti - Here tH^d was the harmony'; htrt the unioa 
of hiB Wijeffy 's rriiniftcrs;^one fays the war is to be porlWi 
its obje6tis:tq be pUrfutd ;.^ the conqueft of 'the colonics by 
force ; no*, fays another, not'to be puriued foir'the purpole 
of reducing the c6lohie^ to obedience by force; ' The nobk 
Lord art the head' of the American department,, affures us, b 
is of- opinion that this country is'ruined, if the indepentef 
of AiperiCa is avowed^ 'but that he fj^eaks it as his opinio^) 
he doi^' not know the- opittion of other riiiiiifters: ! Is it to be 
credfte^j^^ that- a miriiftry ignorailt of eafch othir's opinion 
are uijimmotis ?- "tb^^bfurdity is'too morJftrous to be recei- 
ved^ cfpccially when the affurance is made* at a moment wken 
hiiriiftiy are more pajpably difunited jhan ever! Mr. P'^^i 
obfdl- vitig ' Loi-d North,- • Lord George Germain, and Mr- 
Welbore Eflis whifper, -faid he would patife until the unan'* 
mity Vas a little better/'fettled; till'the fage Ncftortai' 
brought the Agamemnon and the Achilles of the America 
war to one mind. The honourable gentleman, with J" 
amazing' power of argument and feloqueike, condofled the 
contraft through various pSiffages of •t'he fpeeches of the two 
noble Lords, drawing from e^'ch thefirn>, clear conclufion tb»t 
they wtre divided, and di&nited in fentiments, and that ocf 
or bbtH &{ them had the mcannefs to continue in oiBSce, a^f 
to ftand'refponlible for rticafu res of which they difaf^p^^^'^" 
vjl^ loudly aqd vehemently called upon the Houfe to extnca'^ 
^ ' ^ ^ ^ ihemlclvrt 
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thcmfclvcs from the difgracc of being fubfervient to the def- 
picable views of a fet of men wbo kept their places, and pro- 
fe^uted the war from bo other motive under Heaven but that 
of avarice. There was only one thingan which they fcemed to 
agree, and that. Was in their refolutipn to deftroy the empire 
which they were called upon to favcj^and this he feared they 
would accomplifli before the indignation of a great fuffering 
pe iple Ihould fall upon their .breads, in thejpunifhment which 
they deferve 5 and fays the honourable gentleman, in a beau- 
tiful conclufion, may God only grant that that punifhment ^ 
be not fo long deUyed as to involve within it a great and. 
innocent family, who, though they, can have had no fhare 
in the guilt, may, , and moll likely will, be doomed to fuffer 
the confequcnces. 

Mr^ 'Martin fai^,, that undeiftandlng the prefent debate to Mr.Martia-' 
be a continuation pf that on Wednefday, ai^d that it was 
gener«illy allowed. to be fo, he ihould attempt to offer a few 
words to the committee, and that he was the more encourag- 
ed to this, from what had been now faid, by one of the moft 
refpeftable men in this country *(Sir George Savile) <* that 
in times like thefe, every member of the Houfe ihould not 
only vote, biit in the beft manner he could, fupport the caufc 
of his conftituents by publicly expreffing his fentiments on 
our melancholy fituation.'' Mr» Manin then faid, that as 
he had been one of tHofe few, who not only had been a corf- 
ftant friend tg.thecaufe. of liberty in America, but had frer 
quentlyand openly avowed it, he now rofe to declare, that 
he had remained iledfaftly fixed in the fame principles^ 
That he flattered himfclf he fhould have credit with fome, at 
Icafl, when he .declared, that he had not in this, or any 
other matter, b^en aftuated by 'a faftious difpofition, or by 
any finifter motives, but by that warm attachment to the 
natural rights of all mankind, which, he trailed, would be' 
his leading principle through life. That he had always op-s 
pofcd the war as oppreiEve and unjufl. That it had been 
alledged, that it ceafed to be unjufl, when this country gave 
up the right of "arbitrary taxation. That having given up 
that right, it Teemed to be allowing, that we had exerted 
it illegally. That no one had been called to account for 
that illegal exertion, and that he thought we had no claim. 
to peace f/ojn America, till the man, who had advifed his 
Majefty not to receive the -petition offered by Mr. Penn 
(which wa.s coucrhed in the mofl. decent, forcible, and re- 
fpedlable language) ihould be brought to punifhment. That 

he 
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he r^arded that perfon as a traitor to his country and the 
rights of humanity. That in regard to the queftion now 
before the committee, for Mr. Cfrd to leave the chair, he 
ihould not ohly fay, that he nevcfr expeded stny queftion, 
lending to the good of the public to be cartied in the pre- 
fent iituatioii of the country ; that what he had obferved of 
the conduft of Parliaments for fome years, had perfc^lly 
confirmed him in an opinion, to which he had been long ia- 
clined ; that though our political diforders niight be in fome 
degree palliated, that there could be no radical cure for oar 
. dreadful difeafes, but a thorough reform in the conftitution 
of the Houfe of Commons. That in faying this, he begged 
to have it clearly underftood, that no man living was more 
^ perfefily aware of the grpat difficulty of fuch a reform than 
. himfelf, but thslt whatever the difficulty might be, that it 
mtift be not only encountered, but overcotne, if y^e meant 
to enjoy that freedom, of which we now vainly and very 
faliicl^ boaft. That he was almoft tempted to declare, that 
if this matter was not brought forward during the prefent 
feffion, he would the following year, however unequal to the 
talk, attempt to fubmit it to the coniideration of Parliament 
by fome means or other, but that he hoped to fee it fooner 
in^much abler and more refpeftable hand$« That he might 
Vienture to fay of the laft Parliament, and gentlemen were 
welcome to fuppofe, that he thought the faliie of the prefent; 
that it was, as is well etprefled iki an Irifh pamphlet, lately 
publifhed, *• the mockery of Parliament, Attd rather an in- 
iult upon liberty than a protcftron tt) the fubjeft ;•* that as 
matters Hand at prefent, he beHeved the noble noble Lord in 
the blue riband to be more abfolute than any prince in 
Europe; that he iffued his mandates in Treafury letters, 
which were implicitly obeyed; that he thanked Gold, not be- 
ing in th^ fuite of the noble Lord, he never Was honoured with 
one of thofe letters ; that was he to receive fuch a one from 
any minifter, however he might refpeft him, he would treat 
it with the utmoft contempt; that members of Parliament 
fliould know their duty to attend, without fiich fort of fura- 
rnon«, and only ob6y the orders of the Speaker. That much 
had been faid of the ihfanity of the miniilers ; that he fhould 
otily obfcrve ujx)n it, that if this country i\»ere reprcfentcd 
as it ought to be, that we fliould put a fort of ftrait waiilcoat 
upon them, which would efFeftually keep them in order; 
that the noble Lord and his colleague, at the head of the 
Ameriean department, talked much at their eafe of the cf- 

'2 fcfis 
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foEts of an impeachinent $ that tliey well might de fo^ backe^ 
bjr the prerent majority ; but that if the reprefentative body 
was as pure and .^influenced as it ought to be, that he was 
very fure the noble Lords would not then feel (b bold ; but 
indeed in that cafe, moft likely the horrid evils they have 
brought upon us, muft have been prevented. Mr. Martin 
faid, that he b^;ged pardon for having taken up a moment 
oF their time but tliat he firmly held, that it was not only 
pardonable, ^but the duty of every man, in times like thefe^ 
10 far to refift his own feelings as to brave the ridicule that 
might fall on a want of talents, in order to exprefs his honeft 
opinion; that, however, fome might laugh at his raflinefs^ 
and others abufe his principles, that he (hould, at leaft, have 
tne approbation of his own mind, which to onls of liberal 
lentiments, was the beft of all rewards. 

Mr. Rigby paid mapy compliments to the reprefentative Mr. Risby. 
of the Earl of Chatham, and faid, that his oratory vsras not 
lefs perfuaiive, his abilities lefs powerful, nor his virtues Icfs 
Iplendid. He had obfervcd with amazement and pleafure 
the effeft which his eloquence had made, and the awe, the 
hope, and the animation which it infpired. 

' IJe faid that there was one thing which he muft remark 
jo -the gentlemen who attacked adminlftration, that they 
were not themfelves agreed with refpeft to America. He 
obferved the difference in their fentiments to be glaring the 
other night, when one gentleman faid that we mufl not give 
up the dependence of America ; and another was for giving 
it up. But he agreed with Mr. Pitt, that there was 
fomething dark in the manner of a£ting of the two noble 
Lords; ^mething obfcure, of which the Houfe had cer- 
tainly a right to call for an explanation : there was a Tome- 
thing in the language of the two Lords both then and on 
Wcdnefday laft which feemed to indicate that they, were 
divided in f^ntiment ; if this was the cafe, why did they not 
fpeak out ? the Hpufe certainly had a right to call upon them 
to do it. Thofe who had iupported them had a right to de- 
mand the queftioji, the country had a right to know it. 
What were we tp do ? To withdraw our troops if we could ; 
to go on in the fame mad and wild fcheme of fubduing Ame- 
rica, by marching about the country ? They muft fpeak 
out. 

The right honourable gentleman faid, he was not afhame4 
to own, that he had all alon^ voted in fuipport of the noble 
Lord, and for the profecution of the American war, with 

Vot. V. A a thf 
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the hope, that this country would be able, by the power of 
her fleets and armies, to coerce America, and reduce the 
colonies to obedience. He was now" as fully convinced that 
the idea was imprafticable. He had formerly declared, he 
would not liftcn to anyTuggeftion of granting independence 
to America, bfecaufe he thought this country ought not to 
admit fuch a degrading fuggeftion till we had been beaten. 
ile was forry to fay, that unfortunate moment was now ar- 
*Tived, and therefore hp conceived it Would be as mad and as 
fooliih tp talk of the reduftion of America by force of arms 
now, as before it would have been timid and unmanly to 
have, acknowledged the American claim of independence. 
Then it might be alked, if this was his opinion why he did 
not vote for the motions oi the honourable Baronet. The 
reafon was this : that the adoption of thefe motions bound 
the Houfc to the immediate and total dereliftion of the Am^ 
rican war, a meafure which he did not think the Honfe was 
yet ready to alFume, and to which, he, as one, muft objefl; 
for he did Cot think it either wife or proper in the Houfc to 
I *come to that refolution. The noble Lord in the bfnc 
riband had faid that he renounced the continental war in 
America ; he believed his aflfertion ; and he believed it as well 
from his own private word, as from the eftimates then be- 
fore the Houfe, for as we had loft an army, and that loft 
army was included in the eftimates, and no new army was 
demanded to fupply the place of the former, it was clear that 
not having been able to conquer America with the former 
army, the noble Lord could not think of undertaking it when 
the army had fufFcred a diminution of feven thouHEind men. 
It was clear, therefore, that the noble Lord meant only to 
carry on a war of pofts, and therefore he, for his parr, 
would vote the prefent fupply ; and h6 voted againft the rc- 
folutiops of Wednefday laft, becaufe in this war of pofts he 
would not tic up the hands of Government, fo as they Ihould 
not be able to avail themfelves of any favourable turn of af- 
fairs, and- therefore he put his negative on a motion that 
would have completely taken all our army from v America; 
for' under fuch a rcfolution as it had been propofcd to pal*, 
the garrifons could barely ftand on the defenfive ; this would 
Ke ahfurd in tv/o cafes which he fuppofed, the one that New- 
York was bcfieged, and he wlfhed that it was not probable 
that it would in that cafe be fuppofed, but for fuppofition 
fakp, for he had no hope of the probabilrty even of fuch an 
pvcpt, th^; our army could fo fally put as to cut the beCeg- 
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ing army to pieces ; that certainly would be called ofFt«n(ive 
war ; but would it be reafonable to command our general 
not to wage it if he could } Another fuppofition of his was, 
that if we had Withdrawn our forces from New- York, (a . 
thing by the bye, which he faid, he was afraid could not be 
done, till We fhould have a better navy,) and that in the 
abfence of our* army, the French and Americans fhould 
quarrel, would it not be madnefs to fay, that if the oppor- 
tunity pf cutting one or both of their armies, fhould offer, 
our* general fhould not be at liberty to feize it ? This would 
bean offcnfive war, fuch as he would not condemn^ but it 
would not be a war carried through America, from one end 
to the other, which he muft at prefent reprobate ; for, let 
the fault reft where it might, we were not able to do it : 
the eft i mates convinced him, that no fuch war was intended: 
and therefore he would vote for them, but he could not help 
repeating that minifters ought to let the Houfe know, whe- 
ther they were both of the fame opinion, refpefting the mode 
of carrying on the war. 

Earl Nugent expreffed his furprize, that any man fliould EarilfTogetfe 
now hcfitate to grant the independence of America | all 
parties were agreed that we could no longer carry^ on the 
war ; was not this ftrange logic to renounce the war, 
and yet boggle at granting independence ? There was not 
a man in that Houfe who ought to make the Icaft difnculty 
on the fubjeft ; the different powers in Europe were as much 
interefted in keeping America dependent, as we ourfdve^^ 
were ; but they did not attempt to prevent the independence 
of that country; the reafon was obvious ; wib were doing 
it for them ; we were fighcing their battles ; and weakening 
both ourfelvcs and America: this was precilely what the ~ 
European ftates wanted, to fee us humbled ; but they by np- 
means wanted to fee our colonies independent. The inde- 
pendence of America would be the ruin of the northern 
crowns, for fJie vvould then fupply all Europe with tliofc 
commodities for which Europe, is at prefent obliged to refort 
to the north. The independence of oar colonies muft be ta 
the laft degree prejudicial to Spain; for their independence 
would be the forerunner of the lofs of her colonies, and there- 
fore what was very remarkable, though Spain had joined 
France, and warred againft us, ihe had never acknowledged, 
the independence of North- America, The Dutch would be 
ruined by this independence, for, fapplanied by the Ameri- 
cans, they would ceafe to betUc carriert pf the world. / . 

AdL 2, Uppa 
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Upon the whole, the beft way to make tiie povera of Europe 
iotorfercy would he to teneuoce the war, and for fome ose 
tQ, move for leave to bring in a hilt to enable his Majcfty to 
acknowledge the independence of the colonies. 

Ham- ^^' ^^^^ ^^^> ^ ^^ refoludon of this and the pic- 
ceding day, would be confidercd and go abroad as the fanc- 
tton and approbation of that Houfe, of a cofltiniMuvre of that 
ruinous fy ftem of politics thau had bfren fbi long, and for tkit 
country io fatally adopted by his Majcfty't niinifter% in the 
profecntion of the preiient onfortunate war in Aie^vica* He 
thought they could not prefs adminiftration too ibcof^y, to 
declare, what probable advantage they had ia view to this* 
country, from a continuance of that deftruAtve aoeafure; 
for however explicit the noble Lord in the blue vibandl migkc 
think himfelf, he could only coo£der his explaaatki* to be, 
that be wouM carry on the war in aaother mode* Under 
the prefent iituation of our affairs in Amorica, he bid^ do 
motive could be afcribed for their condu^ but refendnent ; 
a haughty refentment, that could not brook that a people 
whofe humble petitions they had rejeded with fcorii^ ihould 
now treat with contempt the humiliating offers of this de- 
graded country. He ftrongly reprobated the idea of a Houiic 
of Commons voting the blood and treafure of their coafti- 
tuents, to feed the refentment of any fet of men, in purfuing 
mcafurcs that could only be the means of binding Aoierica 
fironger to the French, and removing anv profpeA of a«aity 
with this country to a greater diftaoce» He recovnaeKkd a 
total change of men and meafores, as the only means ta fiive 
^his country ; and where the exiftence of the nation was st 
ftake, all perfonal confideration ought to bo dtfregaided. He 
averred, the prefent people could not make any propo£ils for 
peace with America, with that probability of foccefi^ as if 
they came from perfons whofe fentitnents were more favow* 
able to the opinions of that country, Reieatmentoo one 
fide and miftnift on the other would reiidef them ijaefiec- 
tuaU Hefaid, if the nation had thofe reiburcea they weic 
taught to believe, in God's name let them be broonht out 
for better purpofes, and not in purfuit of onnattainaUe ob- 
jeds. Let them be brought forth to increafe and ftreogthea 
the natural bolwark of the kingdom^ the navy of Grea:- 
Britain, the great objeA of national glory and defence ! For 
thefe reafons, he confidered it as the extreme of had policy 
to exhauft the refources of the kingdom in piirfuti^ plans 
from which no poflibk advantage could accrue to the nation^ 

ai]d 
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and therefore fhoiild give bis negative to burthening die 
people with the expeace of fo large a landed eftabliihrnent, 
tiH it was likely to be applied for better purpofes. 

Sir Herbert A^iw^rth faid, that be had fupportcd hit Sir Herbert 
Majefty's mioiftert in the American war, from the con- Mackw«tk 
viAion that they had the real intereft of the empire at hearty 
and that the principle of the war was juft, though the iifoe 
had been unfortunate. He heard thofe M inifter&ftigmatized 
f Kooa every corner of the Uoufe. If he thought that one 
half of what was faid of them was true, he Would abandon 
them that inftant. If they were in the pay of France, they 
did not deferve to live, much lefs to be entrufted with the 
adminiftration of our affairs : but he did not believe it. He 
could not help faying, however, that there appeared an evi- 
dent difference of fentiment between minifters ; a difference 
which ought to be reconciled ; for without harmony it was 
not poffiUe to go on. 

Mr. jpfx called upoa Mr. Rigby, as he difapproved of the Mr. F«x. 
motions propofed by Sir James Lowther, to fuggeft a motion 
that would colleft both their fentiments, and let them bring 
it on jointly, .that the.fluduating, changing, and divided 
mlniftry might be bound down by a parliamentary de- 
claration. He thanked the honourable gentleman for his 
candour and opennefs. It became him, as an upright and a 
virtuous meniber of that Houfe, to declare his fentiments 
with freedom ; and when he faw a man thus ftand up in 
'difeharge of his duty, untemptcd by the emdumeiito of 
cAce, be fhould have hie warm, hearty applaufe, whether he 
did or did not :^rce with him in general. The opinioii 
which he had given could not be considered as the effeft of 
difappointmcnt, or of intereft; his advantage was evidently 
to be derived from a contrary conduct. But he had fpoken 
out: beloved his country, and he preferred it tohisof&ce« 
A learned Lord, who fat on the opposite fide of the way, 
had, on a former day, profeffed to ^ak in a manly ftyle. 
He had talked of the infamy of that Minifter, who ihould be 
bafe and treacherous eoough to continue in a refponfible 
Qfiice where he had not power. He bad talked of this, and 
had afieded to reprobate it. He had condemned th^ con* 
dud of the American war, and had thtown oat a proanife to 
the Houfe, that a ihort day would come when he and 
minifteis would fpeak but. If the leai^iQd i«ord defircd to 
acquire the credit whidi was due to opea,9efa, if he wtibed 
for any more thaa aA afS^atiofi of ii»def omt^noe^ he muft 

now 
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now come forward and realize his afTurances. He had heard 
the honoarable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), with that commaildiog 
eloquence which even the cfFrontcry of miniftcrs could not 
refift, detefl: and expofe what the learned Lord fufpefted, the 
glaring and abandoned difunion that fubfifted in his Majefty's 
councils: having heard this, it was his duty to'ftand tip' 
and to call upon his two noble friends, on his rrght hand and 
his left, to explain their fentiments, and to give the Houfe 
an unequivocal aiTurance of their being united, 'in opinion, 
and united in principle* If the learned Lord did not do 
this, he muft expe£t that gentlemen would think his afFeSa- 
tion of op^nnefs more defpicable than the moft flavilh 
fervility could poffibly be. 
Tlie Lord 'The Lord Advocate faid, if there was any difference 
Advocate, amongft miniftcrs, it was their bound duty to declare it 
to the Houfe. As to the cooti nuance of the war, he was 
pcrfeflly in the opinion he had given on Wedneiclay laft, 
viz. that it was not intended to continue it to the extent it 
had been ; and to judge with certainty of this, there was no* 
occafion to have it from the mouth of the Minifter, becauie 
the eftimates fully proved it. He faid, that gentlemen 
feemed to be extremely anxious about his rharafter ; he did 
not deii re their care; he was able to proteft his charafter 
bimfelf ; and he was convinced, if they turned their atten- 
tion to themfelves, and took care of their own chara^er, 
they would have buiinefs enough upon their hands. He 
was ready now to repeat every fyllable that he had faid 
before: If any one of his Majefty's miniftcrs was bafc 
enough to remain the conduftor of meafures which he con- 
demned, that man, be he whom he might, was unfit for 
fociety. ' This he had faid before, and he faid it again. 
^ With refpeft to the queftion before the Houfe, he nauft 

certainly vote for the army fupply ; it was a force abfolutcly 
neceflary to the occafions of the empire, independent of the 
American war. If a force had been required neccffKry to 
the farther profecution of that war, he Ihould have objeftcd 
to it as heartily as any gentleman in that Houfe. He 
adverted to the language of "gentlemen on a former day, with 
refpeft to the American war: one member had declared, 
that we ought to acknowledge the independance of Atilerica; 
another had faid, that the Minifter who fhould dare to pro- 
pofe fuch a meafure would be guilty of high treaibn. The 
committee could not therefore be ripe for coming to any 
Tcfolution on that point ; for which reafon, be wiUied they 

would 
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would confider where we ftood, and reft fatisfied, that under 
the prcfent Situation of affairs wc could not do better tha^ 
change the mode of the war ; and, for our doing ^ that, he 
^would not reft merely on the Minifter's declaration. He 
would look up to much higher and much better authority, 
the authority of the eftimates of the army; which clearly 
convinced his mind, that minifters not only meant to dil- 
cpotinue, but had deprived themfelves of the power of con- . 
tinuing a continental war in America. The learned Lord 
faid, if minifters differed in opinion on this or any other 
point, they were bound to ftatc their caufc of difference to 
the Houfe. 

Lord Mahon obferved, that the learned Lord in his fpecch Ld^Mahoa. 
h^d faid, that he was aVerfe from all farther attempts to 
reduce America to obedience by force. This, fureVy, was 
equal to the refolution which had been propofed of aban- 
rfbriing the war; and why therefore fhould 'the learned 
Lbrdmake any fcruplc to adopt that refolution ? 

• 1 he Lord Advocate faid, he was averfe from all farther Lord Adr«fc 
attempts to reduce America by plans of coercion, fuch zk ^*^** 
we had ufed. *■ ' ' 

Lord John Cavendijh faid, that the right honourable gen- Lord John 
•tleman on tbe^^ floor, and the learned Lord, (hould, in concert Caveodiih. 
with the man^ gentlemen who agreed with them in opinion 
ori the itnproprie^y of farther profecuting the American War • 
as we had done, frame a refolution wiuch would come -op 
to their feutiments, and in which gentlemen on his fide of 
the Houfe could agree, that there might be a. declaration of 
Parliament'to bind down his Majefty's minifters. 

y[t,'Charieris was pleafed that minifters had made the de- ^^ ^j^^^^ 
claration of their intention of altering the mode of the war. tcrii. 
This, with the eftimates on the table, confirming their affq- 
rance, had fatisfied his mind. - • ' 

jUdcrmon Nekvnham concluded the debate. All defcriptious Ald^man 
0f men, he faid, were anxious iot a concliafion of the Ame- Newuham. 
rican war. Not only the merchants, who had fufFered by it, 
but others, who wifhed government well, and even thofe 
who hhd projited by the bounty of adminiftration. . In the 
rourfe of tjie defcfate, it had been an argument whether it 
fliould be a war of pofts, and whether New- York, &c. 
fliould be kept or not. The wifeft means of proceeding, and 
the moft certain Way of pleafing the people of England, 
Vould he forthe'inrnifters to abandon /^«V pdfts^ and refign 
tbeir emplovmems, 

Th© 
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Tlie coitlniittce diyided on the motion, ^^ That the Speak- 
er }cave the chair, report a prqgrefs, and aik leave to Jit a- 
giin.''-*^Aycs, 84 : noes, 166. 

The fevcral motions of the Secretary at War were then 
' put, and agreed to without any divifion. 

The Hou.'e was immediately refumed, and adjourned to 
ibe lytk 

DcUmber ij, 
Mr. Barke. Mr« Burh rofc, to give notice of a motion that he intend- 
ed to make after the holidays, for leave to bring in a bill, 
relative to the exchange of prifoners of war ; and to obviate 
a difficulty, in the a£t for the fufpenfion of the Habeas 
Corpus, Avhich was at once difgraceful and inconvenient to 
' the government of this country. 

He was drawn to the coniidcration of this matter from the 
particular cafes of two characters, cafes of a nature totally 
diftin^ and different ; but which were both attended with 
ftriking circumflances of peculiar hardfhip* The Houfe wouM 
natqrs^lly perceive that Mr. Laurens was one of the two cafes 
to which he aUuded. Under the law which he had mention- 
ed, Mr. Laurens was confined in the Tower ; but though it 
might feem to countenance his commitment, it could not au- 
thorife the hardfhips to. which that venerable gentleaian was 
cxpofed, and the rigours that he fuflered in bis impriibnnienu 
It might be afked, why he had fuifcred a matter that had 
Immanity for it« pretext, to remain fo long uninquired into, 
after he had declared it was his intention to bring it before the 
Houfe ? In anfwer to this^ he could only <>bfervc, that there 
were ftron^ reaibns for his not going on with the bufinefs 
earlier^ and that one of the mofl efTential benefits arifing from 
delay, (which was undoubtedly the cs^ufe of a variety of e- 1 
vils in oppofition to thofe benefits,) was, that it enabled 
men to get at a more accurate knowledge of fa£ls, and to tread 
with greater certainty on the ground they meant to take» It 
h^d, he was perfectly aware, been urged agatqfl him without 
doors, and perhaps the inflnuation originated with fome with- 
in, that h^ felt he had gone too far, tliat he found his opinioa 
prematurely formed, and that had he attempted to proceed 
farther, he fhould have been obliged to retrafk his charge. 
It had alfo been faid, that he was rafh in proceeding on mere 
ncwfpaper authority ; that it was ridiculous to go upon ano- 
nymous lett;ers publifhcd in a common newfpaper, aad that 
])o wife man would, with fuch unfiibflantial evidence^ pro- 
ceed a ftep farther in a matter of fo much moment. In replv, 
be tpuft fay, that the newfpaper publications on the fubjea 
4 were 
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were not vague, Iqpft, s^tki general ; that tliey ^ated isi^^ 

•circumftantiaUy, mentioned n^mes of^men and things dlreft- 

ly, and gave dates of time and place Avith a degree of confir. 

<ience rarely affutned ,by- fallacy or fraud ; that five feveialj 

corrcfpondent and well oonnefted rmrrativc letters had ap-t 

}>eared upon the ftib§e£t, and. that the whole taken together,: 

amounted to a printed char'ge, fufficiently refpeflabje to war* 

rant his ar any other rqafonable man^s. proceeding upon it« 

But the truth was,, he had direftly made no chargej whatever 

refpefting thc>cafe of Mr, Laurens ; be had ooly declared his 

intention of moving for that worthy, enlightened, and re-^ 

fpe£tablc charafter to be brought to. the bar by the Lieun 

tenant of the tower, in order to havc/ the Houfe afcer- 

tained in the circumftance, whether he . had been ill-. 

t recited or not. When he fell into the hands of the pro-? 

mifing young officer who took him, ,{Capt. KeppeJ) he wa* 

treated by him with every mark of diftinftion, whic^ could 

be fuggefted to him, by a memory of what his prifoner had 

been, and what. he th^i was; .he treated him like a man who 

had been at tbfs head of »the greateft common-wealth on the * * 

face of the.,earth ; like a m^n.who was then invefted with 

the charafter of aipbaffadpr from that common-wealth ; h^ 

called it the greateft common-wealth on the face of the earthy 

upon the principle of^Zanga, who, fpeaking of Alonzo, faid, 

** great let me call him ; for he conquerM me :** . Americ^i 

had beaten Great- Britain, according to' the avowal of a right 

bonourahlc menjber* (Mr, Rigby ) who, zealous as he had been 

in the AmfricAU war, had confeffed that we had been beat€m 

But nofcBonet had Mr- Laurens arrived in< London .than'h^ 

found himfclf treated ij^ a very different manner ; not as a 

' prifoner, wl^om the chance of war had thrown into our hands ; 

but a traitor^ apd. as fuch was committed to the Tower : h\$ 

treatment th^re was of the moft rigorous nature ; kept a 

' clQie* prifoner, he was not indulged with the comfort of feeing 

his relations, and his family^ till that indulgence had beca'' 

purchafcd by thofe relations, by fubmitting to the mortifica-* 

lions of repeated and infulting denials. ^Fhe ufe of pen^ ink, 

and paper was with-hcld Jrom him for three mpnths ; for 

the people in power, to whom his requeft for thefe articles 

had been referred,., delayed giving him any anfwer for thre« 

monjtli«; at th^ end of that period, he vs^as fofar allowed the 

"ufe of pen, ink, and paper,* as to be psrmitted to draw.bilU 

upon fome^ perfons, with whom he Was fortunate enough t6 

^ayc hiad fp^ne coptte€lioft« before the conteft begun, and who 

Vol. V, B b * pwcd 
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owed him money. But prior to this laft indulgence, Mr. 
Laurens's cafe had been truly deplorable. It was a vulgar 
opinion, and one which he himfclf (^Ir. Bur)ce) among ma- 
ny others, had always entertained, that a pcrfon confined ia 
the Tower as a ft ate prifoner was allowed a fubfiftence, or a 
table of foroc fort, by the ftate : but if fuch a thing was al- 
lowed in general, it was not Mr. Laurens^s good fortune to 
have felt the benefit of it ; for no allowance wbatevef of that 
nature was made to him ; and what was moft extraordinary, 
while government refuicd tp fupply him with the neceflarics 
of life, they would not permit hina to write fo mucl^ as to 
draw a bill upon the merchant, who would have fupplicd 
him. A very extraordinary occurrence happened at the 
feme time, which might be truly termed barbarous • for while 
the vfcnerable old man was refafed the ufe of pen and ink, 
even for the purpofe of procuring the heceflaries of life, a bill 
was prefeiited to' him f6r fees to the amount of 99 1. los. 
The meaqs of paying fuch a bill were firft with-held, and 
then the prifoner was called upon to pay it : the effcd this 
produced upon Mr. Laurens was, to make hini laugh, and 
V - treat the whole yery liidicroufly, faying to the man who pre- 
fcntcd the bill, V Friend, I believe I fliall be obliged td quit 
my lodgings, for really they are too dear for rpe 5 I cannot 
afford to pay fo high for them.^ Thus it was that thi^ good 
piaQ was able, from his own grcatnefs and fortiUide of foul, 
to rife above thofe who pnly meant to teale and infult him. 

In the early part of the war, the conduct of admlnillration 
Vas not fo rigid towards the Americans, who were brought 
prifoners into England, as to coniSne them, without ever ad- 
mitting tl^cm to be exchanged or releafed ; Ethan Allen had 
been brought Jo Ertglat^d in irons; but he was icnt back 
without irons, and exchanged in America. This would have 
been the cafe too, perhaps, with Mr. Laurens, had not a new 
projeft been ftarted, for narrowing the fcale, upon which the 
kiog^s pardon was to have been granted to thofe who had op- 
pofcd his government ; then it was, that the idea of giving 
Mr. Galloway, and other refugees,' American peerages, was 
firft coDceiyed ; and their ermines \yere to arife from the 
confifcations to' be made by governipent ; Mr. Laurens was 
the- firft who felt the effects of this pernicious counfel ; and 
minifters were glad to have it in their power to ill treat a 
man, who was fitting on the throne of fovcreignty, at the 
head of the Congrefs, when this country fent over ambaffa- 
dors to tl^at Congrefs ; and who bowed fo low as to alk even 

for 
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for leave to fee; aiid faaix with. the worthy charaftcrs of A- 
nierica, fuperior to thbfe of Greece and Rocne ; for fuch was 
the language and the behaviour of one of the coipmiiEoAeri 
iTvbom they fent.. 

But was the ill trcatnicrit of Mfi Laurens in the Tower 
confonaot to found policy ? Was it prudeot to four the minds 
of the Americans againft England by the ill ulage of their 
great and re(pe£lable prefident ; wa$ it politic to make 
him think ill of England } 111 ufage might do it^ but 
nothing elfe could ; for he carried his love for thil coun"- 
try, even tp doting; he had fent his children to receive their 
education in it, and to learn to love this country ; he had . 
long oppofed the difunion of Britain and America ; and 
if any thing let him ill with his countr^men^ it was the opi« 
xiion they entertained^ that he was too well afFeded to the 
interefls of England. Inftead therefore of treating him with 
barbarity and indignity, minifters fhould have bleiTed hea'- . 
ven, that fiich a man had fallen into their hands; that they 
might avail themfelves of his good will towards this country^ 
in negociating with America ; but their fouls were too nar«- 
row ; the gratification of their refcntment was of too great 
confequence to them to be poftponed to the interefts of the , 
ftate, and they had rather infult, and treat with brutal cru^ 
elty, than foothe and conciliate by kind ufago, a man of the 
greateft penetration, the foundeft judgment, and the moft 
liberal mind of any man perhaps upon the face of the earth : 
Such was the man minifters oppreited ^ overwhelmed^ith the 
gout, and labouring under a complication of complaints occa« . 
^oned principally by the hardfhips of his confinement,^ mini- 
fters could ftill view him only w an objeft for. perfeculion ; 
fo that the Turk, the favage Arab, the cruel Tartar, or the 
piratical Algerine, when compared to our minifters, might 
be thought humane. The great incurable and fundamental 
error of that a£):, to alter the regulations eftablifhed by which^ 
was the purpofe he aimed at, was that it made npdiftindionsy 
fuch as wifdom and juftice required ; it did not point out 
the great and aftivc inftruments of criminality, but was con- , 
fined folcly to diftinftions purely geographicah Thus it de- 
pended not on the enormity of each captive's fufpe^led guilt, 
but on the place where he was taken, and the place to which 
he was conveyed, whether he. fhould be confidered as a trai* " 
tor, a pirate, or a mere prifoner of war. It was to put juQ* 
tioe on a more equal footing, to level diftinftions which bad 
their origin in opprefBon and barbarity, and to render the 
prifoAcrs.of war taken by this country certain of having the 

B b a feve^ity 
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, feverity of their fate foftcncd, and made fbmewBat tolerable, 
by that tender and mild treatmerit which oil civ tfized beUigc- 
Tenc powers made the rule of their condbd during a time of 
hoftility, that he fhould move for leave to bring ia the bill, 
as its principal and moft general groirndfof ncceffity.. 

The bext point which rendered him the oaorc nnicioQs for 
the bril he in-tended to bring ih^ was, in order to Goairedeer^ 
^tainabofes, which were praftifed by miniftersiii thecx'erciie 
©f that power, which they ehh«r ©f r^ht poffefled, <rr which 
they claimed^ tn the difpofitiem and treatitent of perftms fei'- 
zed by virtue of the a£t in queftion^ or who might becocBC 
prifoners during the Aitierican Xpsltj The aft, at prefcot 
in being, was in this point of view confined in its priocipk,^ 
»nd produ^ive of the worft efFeds*, In America the prifoa- 
rrs wee exchanged upon an equal and a itberal principle; 
xho fpii it of the law operated there in a lEnanner juft and ho*- 
iaonrablc* Changey however, the fitumion, and the cfFc4 
«f the fanrje ftatutc inftantly varied* If perfiDas were taken 
at feia on the America-n Goafk,. and carried into Netv-Yorlt, 
from the oiicers of any veffel^ down to the comnon faiipr, 
they were fure of receiving every po^bte kidulgence^ and e- 
'very ftretch of that civility and that hnsnanity which, till 
the prefent war, had at all times been the glorious chara£ler«' 
iftic of the Brttifh nation^ On the contrary, when Ameri- 
can prifoners were brought here, they wcfe not fofEered to 
i)e free as prifoners of war on parole, but were either (ent to 
confinement under commitments as pirates, or on a charge of 
high^ti^^bn; What he meant at tht proper ucne to coDteud 
^r, was, that Mr. Laurens wais eii titled do his freedom, on 
parok, as a prifoner of war ; that he dqght not to have beea 
committed to the Tower or any other place of confinement, 
much lefs that he ought to have been made aclofe prifoner, 
and treated with the unexanApied rigour and Severity which 
he had all along experienced* He knew pjexfediy weil^ that 
it might be (BTgedy thai the fecretary of ftate had grounded 
his conduStf on the Authority of an aCt of padtament, and 
that mfniftcrs had ftriiftly ^adhered to law in all tiieir treat** 
fnent of Mr. Lausens.. Was this any ianfwcr? were mini- 
jters,^ in whofe bands the wifdon» and juftice of the nation 
jwereentrufted, whofe dnty it was to fupport the national 
character evn'a broad and liberal footing, to defcend to become 
lawyers and pettifoggers I were t^hey to aft ©n that narrow 
Icale which a Middlefox tnagiftrat^, a^Weftminiler trading 
juftice,-ait Old Bailey foli;citOr, or a bailiff^S' follower, would 
iiold ckemf&lv t« tied -down to^^^ he v\^as- convinced goreat ftaiei'; 
.; -- . .* • tncn 
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men would feci it td be their da^y to afl: in a vcrj^^tSitent 

manner. Btit Mr. Lautreiis had experienced fuch ti^caVnuenf, 

—he had been denied fhe only, liftd the beft comfam of the » 

Imman hei^t in the moment of diftrefs, the £ght ^nd fr^qoeiit 

viikation of bis neareft and dtareft itelatM^m^ even his own 

f&n had tiot had atcefs to biij}, but in the £ght and prefenoe 

t>f a warden* Nay more^ he* had %een in^pofed- oa^ and 

tbougb denied all^wanee f^om governtDetit, had been expeo 

-ted and called on to pay the moft exot^l:)kafht deouitids^ ondpr 

tfoe-name of fee$. Hc^ difienent was the treatmem of pri- 

foners of ftate in the Baftile ? there, tlK)vigh looked on as 

^he horrideft jail ^ a defpottc amd aiibitrary government, the 

provrfion was ridiculotrfly grand^' cankering the fuppofed 

^itt cff thofe to whom it waK ferved vp. All that juftio^e, elt 

tbat I'tipeated requifitkms founded on principles of i4ieckareft 

vea&m cpold not c^ed^, Mr. Bitvke fiiid, bad of aiikld^n been 

brought about by a fta^^ that had i4&n^ ndt in ^^-Ea^ in- 

d&cd, but in the W6% 'and warned miniftry of ^e^daitger of 

their |ottger ptefeVering in their vmnianly^ refentful/Jtrnd'^i- 

gfd titeatment of Mr. Lan^iens. This was bo (jtfa^er^ ^hao 

news arriving, th»t Mr. Laorens^s fon, a brave, a worthy, 

and a polifhed officer in the American ferviee, liad Lord 

Cornwallis in his cuftody, and that his treatmenttrf hls^ne^le 

priibner was direfirly the reverfe df the treacnient^ Q:X)perien- 

ced by lii^ father, who was then looked upin a prif!<tm, <of 

which Lord Cdrnwatlts was governor. The mofli^ftt Hdvicc 

of this circuml!la»ce reached the minifters^'they b^cMae^aa' 

full of civility to Mr* Laurens as before they had been Asll'of 

feVerity. Bift be was auihorifed to fay, that Mr; Laurens ^ 

would iboner ftatve,^!' undergo any drftrefs the human frame 

was capable of fupporting tt-fetf under, than be -obliged 'to 

men, who had treated ihicn fo extremely ilK Mr* L^urcns^ he 

faid^'was naturally o£ a mild, meek, and humble di^poilMon* 

but. the injuries he had endured, had roufcd his- foelings to 

reiift tbem, and he nowconfefied kimfelf tobe, what he had 

ncvierr believed hfec^uld be, a pfoud man! 

He now came to the third pointy'on which he rafted hia 
propoicd bitl^ viz, that other part of the abufcs pradiicd by 
ininifitrs, refpcdtiiig the treatment which thofe Briti(h o^ 
cers, who had the misfortune to be taken by the Americans 
^xpefieffced at their hands. In Auguft laft, he ftid, he 
learnt that CongrefCs had <jemanded General Burgoyne as their 
priibntT. He had not formerly been in the habits of inti- 
roacy with the^goAoral^ but of late he hAi conceived (he 

higheft 
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higheft eftecm both for his public and his private charafier j 
and what led him to entertain that efteem was, his having 
ieen the General force an inquiry into his conduct in that 
Hoofey in fpite of every opposition from minifters^ who 
dreaded it, and who took care to render it as ineSedaal as 
poilible; and likewife from the^ whole tenor of the General's 
conduft, which fhewed him. to be a man of the ftrideft ho- 
nour add the moft rigid integrity^ fince he had with a manljf 
fpirit abandoned and reiigned all the fair profeiHonal emolu- 
ments and rewards of .a long life of fervice^ rather than fub* 
mit to feed the refenltiQent and revenge of his enemies, who 
wiflied to deftroy his reputation^ and render his life mifer" 
able. Some time ago, an order had been iifued from the 
army*office, for that general to return to his army in Ame- 
rica : it was very well known that the honourable gentle* 
man, in the then ftate of his health, would look upon fuch 
an order rather as an intimation to refign his military ho- 
nour#, the earnings of long fervice, than really to fet out for 
America, where his prefenqe could not be of any ufe : his own 
pride foon moved him to give up what he thought was all 
that way deiired of him^ and when minifters had gpt what 
they want;ed of him, he heard no more from that quarter 
about going to America : but he foon heard of it from another 
quarter ; for Congrefs, finding that the minifters of Great* 
Britain would not, iipon any terms releafe Mr* Laurens, 
had. required General Wafhington to fummon General Bur- 
goyne to return to America, and fave his parole. When 
this was urged to Sir Henry Clinton, that officer ehtered into 
a treaty for the releafe of General Burgoyne: but as the 
latter was a lieutenant-general, and ' there was no officer of 
,that rank in the American army, our commander in chief 
coi^ld not of courfe exchange him for an officer of equal 
rank ; he therefore entered upon terms for his releafe ; and 
it was agreed that one thoufand and forty men ihould be 
given for his ranfom. This, he faid, he regarded as a fair 
eilimate; it was taking a quantity of filver for a piece of 
gold, and it was an honelt exchange. It happened, however, 
that mintflers had contrived to render the propofed exchange 
impra£licable, and that by this means. There were a num- 
ber of men, who furrendered on capitulation to the Britiih 
arms at the Cedars early in the war. That capitulaiioB 
Congrefs refufcd to ratify, and in every exchange of prifoners 
that had taken place fincc, had uniformly put the Cedar men 
afidc, regarding them as fo many Birmingham halfpence, 

aai 
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and refqfing to acknowledge them other than as ba(fc metal 
and coin of no value. The commander in chief perfevercd 
in his ofFer of thofe men in part of the one thoufand and 
forty ; and Congrefs perfevercd in refufing them ; fo that no 
releafe having taken placCj and no releafc being intended 
probably on our fide, as fuch men were offered, the con- 
fequence that mnft enfne, was that general Burgoyne muft 
in difcharge of his parole, return to captivity, iffomething 
ihould not be done to prevent it. This ftate of fafts coming 
to his (Mr. Burke's) cars, he refolved to try what he 
might poflibly effeft by private friendfhip : he therefore 
wrote over to Dr. Franklin upon* the fubjcft, refuming in a 
diftant manner a correfpondencc which had been interrup- 
ted by neceffity, not choice; requeftirig that he would ufe 
his credit with Congrefs to make them defift from their re- 
quiiition that general Burgoyne fhould return to America. 
The Doftor foon anfwered the letter, in which he obferved, 
that ** fince the foolifh part of mankind could not fettle 
their difputes without wars, it was the duty of the wife part 
of mankind to ufe their endeavours to alleviate thofe misfor- 
tunes that attend wars.'* After feveral compliments perfonal 
to Mr. Burke, and which that gentleman in reading the , 
letter, paflcd over, he acquainted him, that he had not heard 
of the order of Congrefs, for general Waftiington to fummon 
general Burgoyne to return to America ; but he was of opi- 
nion, that if any fuch order had been iiTued, that it was in 
TCtalliation for the Britifti minifter's rcfufal to releafe Mr. 
Xraurens^ He then informed Mr. Burke, that before he 
ha<i clofed his letter, he had received difpatchts from Phila- 
delphia, virith arefolution of Congrefs of the loth of June 
laft, authorifing him to exchange general Burgoyne for Mr. ^ 
Laurens ; and the Doflor faying that he had no communica- 
tion with the miniflers of the court of St. James's, requefted 
that Mr. Burke would negociate the bufincfs for the common 
fake of the General and Mr. Laurens. 

He gladly undertook the bulinefs; waited on fome of the 
friends of mini fters; but was furprifed to get for anfwer to 
his propofal, that general Burgoyne was aftually exchanged, 
and of courfe no longer a prifoner. This information fur- 
prifed him indeed, becaule it was falfe, and muft be falfe; 
as it was not poflible, that Congrefs having refolved that ge- 
neral Burgoyne fliould be exchanged for Mr. Laurens, fhould 
enter upon any treaty for his releafe, till they fhould firfl 
ieara what bad been the iffue of their coqimiilion on that 
'" ' , head 
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bead to Dn Franklin, It was therefore only fportmg 
Mrith the feelings and misfortuqes of that General), to fay that 
he was exchanged : the cruelty- of minifters in firfl orderiog 
him to America, and periifting in that order till they had 
flripped him of every military honour and reward of his fcr- 
vices, except his rank of lieutenant-general, could be equalled 
only by their barbarity in leaving him now cxpofed to the 
mercy of Congiefs, by rcfufing to exchange him : for it was 
refuting to exchange him when fuch men were offered in ex- 
change as it was well known the Congrefs would not take, 
Mr. Burke. then Hated the caufeof thediflike minifters had 
to generalBurgoyne to be, that he had expofed the abfur- 
dity of all their reaibnings upon the number and fidelity o( 
the friends to this country if^ America ; fpr this be had beea 
perfeCuted; for this he had beeti denied a court-martial ; for 
this he had been denied every means of vindication, till in that 
Houfe, ♦by irrefragable teftimony of the firft men among the 
nobility of this country, and of its firft military charaders, 
he bad eftabiifhed bis reputation i and for his own part, he 
looked upon general Burgoy ne as one of the moft able^ if not 
the moft able officer in^our fervice. Hc.faid, he hoped mi-* 
nifters would now take care how they fhould difcpver Acir 
difpoiition^'if tbi^ fhould offer to exchange Lord Cornwallis, 
alfo a lieutenant-general, for Mr. Laurens, having refufed 
to do it for general Burgoy ne. He concluded by giving 
notice, that after the rccefs, he would move for leave to 
bring in a bill to regulate the future exchange of prUbaen 
of war. ' . . 

Gen. Bur- Getieral Surgoyne rofe, and was proceeding to fpeak, whea 
so>ne. - the Speaker interfered and«begged to remind hitn, that they 
were irregular in fpeaking without having a motion before 
~' the Houfe, The General faid he was awttre of the fad, ao4 
had a motion in his hand* He faid, the firft thing the Houfe 
would naturally expeft from him, if after the v;irious ill 
ufage he had received they afcribed to him the poiTeflioa of a 
hciman heart at all, would be to return his beft and iincereft 
thanks to the honourable gentleman who had fpoke before 
him. Gratitude, he faid, did not come tip to the true raag- 
nitude of the feelings he experienced towards him, and he 
reverenced him the more, becaufe he knew the real Iburce of 
his attachment to proceed principally from a generous con^ 
cern for the unfortunate, and a difinterefted feding for the 
Opprefled Sind perfecuted. He confidered the friendfliip of 
the honourable genxleuian as the greateft blcffing, ^s .well as 

the 
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the greateft honoar that had ever happened to him in life. 
The General now proceeded to inform the Houfe, that he had 
a motion to pi^pofe to therti refpcfting the exchange of pri- 
foncrs, froiyi which he hoped to derive a certain knowledge 
from >vhat quarter it proceeded, or to what caufc it was 
owing that he had remained the laft, and the only one of all 
the army that furrendered at Saratoga who had not been in* 
eluded in the exchange of pri.oners, and reftored to liberty* 
It was an injuftice he faid, beyond all example, that every 
officer, and every man in the army, fhould have received 
the valuable privilege of freedom, yet he alone, who was 
commanvler in chief on that occafion, continued to this day 
a prifoner. With re fpeft to the Cedars men, miniftry were 
fwlly poffeired of the refolution of Congrefs with regard^ to 
them. They had declared that they never would ratify that 
treaty, and thereforCvto propofe them in exchange for him, 
>yas calculated as it Ihoufd feem to delay or prevent it. If 
Government had any reafon to diftinguifti hinj fiom the 
refl, as indeed they had fufficiently done in other refpefts 
by pre-eminence in fufFering, if they confidercd him as fo' 
far excluded by perfonal mifcohduft from the general privi- 
leges, why did. they not proceed farther into the caufes of 
this mifconduft, and punifli it with ftill greater feverity. 
They ought either to have waited for coniri,dion before pu- 
niflxment, or to have relinquiflied the defign of punifhing 
him. The punifliment ought to have been more levere, or 
not at all. Since the negociation with Congrefs for the ex- 
change o|'the prifoners, he had never been once in the confi- 
deration of Government till very lately, and the laft propofal 
had been protrafted and neglefted. It might be alked, per- 
haps, by fome of his friends, why, in the fpace of many- 
years, fince 1778, he had never folicited for exchange. He 
had two reafons for the conduft he preferved on that occa- 
fion.. The firft was, as he had refigned his commiffion, he 
thought it poffible, and. probaUe, that his interference for 
perfonal liberty might prevent the exchange of fome other 
officer of rank, who might not be equally precluded, by the 
advcrfity. of his fortune, from ferving his country again in 
the fame war, and who might be more able to do it than 
himfelf.. The fecond "Was, that he was determined to fubmit 
to any deftiny, to the chance of being recalled to America, 
and to be doomed to rot ahd die in a dungeon, than condef- 
cend to requeft a favour of a fet of men who had heaped fuch 
. a complication of opprcffion upon him, who had refufed him ' 
Vol., V. Co the. . 
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the opportunity of juftlfying his charaftcr to the world by 
the Only nieans in Wnich a military man can receive a pcrfcft 
juftificatipo, by a fcourt-martial ; who had poifoncd his re- 
putation by priratc calumny, and ufcd him with every pof* 
fiblc perfecution, and every pofiible indignity. Thefc were 
the rcafons of his never having "folicited their interpofirion 
on his account. At prefent, he faid, he felt fomething for 
thecharaftcr of his country from fuch unexampled proceed- 
ings, and alfo felt a little for the precarious fate of other 
commanders. A noble Lord was every day expefled, whofc 
panegyric ivas continually pronounced in the warmcft lan- 
guage by gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfc, and 
whom he in his heart believed to deferve it all^ who might 
very foon be reduced to a iimilar fituation with him (elf. If 
he found it ncceflary for th6 prcfervation of his charaftcr, to 
confront the miniftry, and to fpeak one little word of unwel- 
come truth, then might he, like himfelF, bid adieo to alt 
hopes of patremage, but be left to.buftle for his power and his 
own freedom as he could. The honourable gentleman con- 
cluded with reading his motion to the Hoofe, which was, 
•* That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that 
he will be gracioufly plcafed to give direftions, that there be 
laid befpre this Houfe, copies of all corrcfpondence between 
bis Majefty^s fecrctarics of ftate, or the fecretary at war, 
and the coniimanders in chief, or commHTaries, for exchange 
* of prifoncrs, fince the firft day of January, 1778. 

! Lord New- Lord Ncwhaven followed^ and adverted particularly on 
j haven. ' what had fallen from Mr. Burke, rcfpcfting Mr. Laurens. 
I He faid, he had the other day converfcd with the lieutenant- 

governor of the tower, and had inquired of him, what were 
the real fentimentsof Mr. Laurens, as to the treatment he 
had received; the governor informed him, that the pri- 
foner had profeffcd in the ftrongeft ;nanner to him, that no 
humanity or civility could exceed that which had been ex- 
ercifed towards him during his confinement, and that he felt 
the utmoft gratitude for it; this, his Lordlhip faid, was not 
above three days ago. He then commented upon the cir- 
cumftance of Mr. Burke's having read a letter from Dpftor 
Franklin in that Houfe ; good God ! faid he, can I believe 
my ears ! do not my fenfes deceive me ! is it poiGble a 
member of this Houfe, a Hritifli legiflator, can undertake 
not only to acknowledge his correipondence with Dodor 
Franklin, an open and avowed rebel, but to be daring enough 
to read the contents of this corrcfpondence in his feat before 

the 
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the fccond affembly in the kingdom^ This, wonderful as it 
^vasi, did not conftitute the climax of the honourable gefli- 
tleman*s conduS ; be had proceeded farther ; he had aftually 
gone with this letter to the very members of the adminiftra'- 
tion, and (hewed it, and avowed it. For his pai-t, had he 
entered into any fuch coxrefpondence, he Ihould have fup- 
pofed his inevitable fate would have been, his being taken 
into cuilody^ and fent to keep company uith Mr. Laurens 
ki the Tower. He, concluded with declaring, that he was 
fatisRed there was no real caufe of complaint on the icore of 
improper treatment bf Mr. Laurens, that the lieutenant-go- 
vernor of the Tower had dcfircd him to aflV.re the Houfe as 
xnuch ; that he had promiied he would do fo, and had now 
performed his promife. 

Lord Oeor^e Germain obferved, that when he had faid that Lord O. 
tlie honouraUe General had been releafed^ he thaugkt he had Germain, 
been (peaking on very g,ood grounds, for in a letter frona Sir 
Henry Clinton he had been informed^ that a proper number 
of men had been oiFered for theGeoeral's releafe : and among 
others the Cedars prifopers ; and that at laft Congrefs feemed 
xo accede to the propriety of admitting the Cedar men- in the 
exchange, and therefore he took it for granted that by this 
time the General was r.eleafed. The motion that had be&n 
jnade^ he had not the leafl objedion to. As to the affair of 
Mr. Laurens, he knew of no ill-treatment that he had fuf- 
ficred; and he had in his hand ^ letter, dated Ncyembcr, 1780, 
in which that gentleman returned thanks for the indulgence 
he experienced, far the place of bis xronfinemen^ ' and the li- 
berty with wh^ch he had been indulged to walk about, by 
which he had greatly recovered from his infirmities. 

Lord North faid, the letter read by his noble friend was a LordNorth. 
proof that the charges brought by the honourable gentleman 
againft minifters were ill-founded ; he thought the honour- 
able member rather a little wanting in candour as well 
as Ec^larity, to enter fo largely into an peculation of mini^ 
Hers^ when hje was only going to give notice of a motion; 
and when of courfe, no oaOtion being ibefore the Houfe, ho 
-reply could be made in defence: however, as all the honour- 
able member had faid refted upon his own aifiertion, he would 
meet him with juft as good authority, another aiTortion, and 
declare, that the charge of ill treatment toward« Mr. Laurens 
was without any foundation in truth ; when the motion of 
which notice had been given fhould come en,, then the 
tjioufe woukLbe able to judge, which of the two aflertions 

Cc2 had 
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had the better JFounHation. He was a little furprized at 
the honourable gentleman's comparing miniflers to petti- 
foggers, merely for having governed their condu.ft by the 
laws of their country. He would appeal to the honourable 
gentleman as a friend to freedom, and as an admirer of the 
pureft principles of the Britifh conftitution, whether the 
lafety of the lives and property of individuaU was moft likely 
to be endangered by mmifters afting at diicretion, as re- 
commended by the honourable gentleman, or by confining 
their conduft on every occafion^ within the limits prel'c.ibed 
by the known laws of the land ?* 

As to the prifoners made at the Cedars, he hoped no Bri- 
tifh officer would ever defift from aflcrting a right to have 
credit given for them : the manner in which they were made 
prifoners and releafed was this. Captain Forreft, with a 
detachment of regulars and a party of Indians, had fallea 
upon the poft of the Cedars, and carried it : fome of the In- 
dians were killed, and the others infilled that fome of the 
prifoners Ihould be delivered up to them to be put to death, 
to revenge the lofs of their brethren : Captain Forreft 
certainly had too much humanity to comply with fuch 
a demand : but he was not able to prevent one of them 
from falling into the hands of the Indians, who k'rlled him. 
In order to fave the reft, he applied in the night to general 
Arnold, who then commanded the rebels in the neighbour- 
hood, told him the iituation of the prif<)ners, and offered to 
releafe thcrrt immediately, if the general would agree to give 
him credit for the number he Inould deliver to him ; the 
general agreed ; the capitulation was figncd, and the pri- 
soners delivered up : but Congrels refufed, without any co- 
lour of juftice, to ratify the capitulation : We had an un- 
doubted right to have the number of thefe men allowed to 
us; and he for one. would never defift froin the claim, but 
he undcrftood that they had admitted it. 
Cen. Bur- General Burgoyn^ admitted our claim to be juft; but 
goyne. thought it hard that when other officers had been releafed, 
without Government's having infifted on thefe men being 
\ allowed for that time, that in his cafe, they fhould be of- 

j fercd to Congrefs, and that he could not find minifters as 

favourable to hirti, as they had been to other officers before 
I him, who had other prifoners given up for them, when the 

« Cedars prifoners had been rejefted. 

! Mr. Foi. ^^^ jp^^ ^^y j^^ jjj ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^.gj^^ ^^ ^^jj^j .jj 

\ . treatment by that Houfe ; but he would pledge himfelf for 

i the 
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the truth of all that .had been advanced by his HonouriiHIe ' 
friend, refpeftiftg Mr, Laurens ; ?^nd he was the more ready • 
to dp fo, bqcaufe, ffom his own knowledge, he could vouch 
for the truth of all the faSs th?it he had ftated, Withrefpeft' 
to the' honourable General, he WQuld fay that he was fure it 
was not polhble thfit he could have been exchang^ed ; and h6 
was fure of it, from tjie . circumftance of the refoluticJn of 
Congrefs, eqipowering Dr. Franklin to offer hirn in ex- 
change for Mr, J^auren§« As to the prifoners made at tha- 
Cedars, he thought we hai^ a very good right to infift upon 
our claim to them ; but, be would fay miniftera had a^ed 
with Ihameful pfiftiAlityj if ^bey bad defiftcd from this claim 
in favour of fome Qfjqfirj • aad perfevere^l in it, when others 
were cpncerned. 

Mr. Sur kc, M\Ad\ngXP VfhH Lord Newhaven had f^^ Mr.Bwke, 
about being fent to the Tpwer, faidj he was not rich epoagh %o 
occupy apartments in the Tower; fuch a prifew was bettci* 
adapted to the rank and fprtune of the noble Lord ; how- 
evefj if in the Tower, he (Mr. Bwke) could enjoy tho 
company of fuch mep a^ Mr, Laurens and Dr. Franklin, he 
(hould not at s^ll regret being (hut up from the company of 
the noble Lord. 

The qijieftion w;is now pi^t and agreed to without any 
divifion. 

Mr. George Onflow rofe to fpeak of the unparliamentary Mr George 
language Pf Mr. Bqrkc, in reviling Britilh honour, and Onflow 
JBritifh laws, and ^yowiog a correfpondence with one of the 

§reateft of o\xx reb^m^us enemies. He. was flopped by th^ 
peaker, v^ho infpr.m|jd him he wa&.difQrderly, there being 
-i^o queftion before thf Houfe. 

Mr.Qrd then ^roMgbt yp the report of thcrefolution of the 
committee of fupply p^f ^le Arroy-cftimates. On the motion 
for reading it, 

Sir John ffrsfu/ly rofe to vindicate his conduA in the de- Sj>j. Wroti 
bate on the motion, which occupied the attention of the **^' 
Houfe on laft Wednefday ; as an honourable gentleman had, 
fince that, caft an imputation of inconfiftency on him for the 
part be had takep ii) the divifion on that motion. He recon- 
ciled the declaration he then made of the impoffibility of re* 
duciig. America to pbedience by a continuance of the mode 
heretofore obferved in carying on the war ; and of the ftrong 
hypothetic expreifion he had ufed in ooafirmation of this 
m^inion. ^^ Xh^t if )th$ ftdminiiiration could procure and 
iend over fifty t^oiif^pd Rjjf&ans to t&&. this purpoie, b« 

w^« 
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w&f perfuaded their endeavours would be in Tain/' He re- 
conciled, he faid, this declaration with his dividing againft 
the motion for ceafiag all attempts to coerce America to its 
iduty^ by fay ing, that he conceived that motion involved a de- 
claration to withdraw all our forces from the continent, than 
which be could not apprehend any meafure more deftru&ive to 
this country ; fince the moment they were withdrawn, wecf- 
* feftually gave up the dependency of America. He therefore 
trufted that gentlemen would learn from this explanation, to 
be more candid in future, and rein the ralh faliies of cenfure, 
by the authority of found judgment. 
CoLHartlcy Colonel Hartley (aid, this was a moment in which the 
Houfe, he hoped, would indulge him in exprefEng his wifhes 
for proper oeconomy rcfpeAing the expenditure of the money 
now going to be grant^ for the army fuppltes. He by no 
\ means approved of paft condud in this regard ; and, as a 

neceiTary ftep to reformation, he declared- his intention (if 
no one cilfe took up the buiinefs) to move, on fbme future 
day, for accounts on this head, to be laid before the Houfe, 
Cen. Bor. General Burgoyne expreffed his difapprobation of tke very 
^oyiK. ^ late and untimely feafon in which the extraordinaries of the 
, army were generally laid before the Houfe, and hoped, that 

in future, this «vil would be remedied by the Secretary at 
War. He complained greatly of the diftributipn of prefer- 
ments, and the deftination of the troops; and obferved, that 
the great and important coniid>eration that had fo properly a- 
rifen, and been difculTed on Wednefday and Friday laft, had 
prevented gentlemen from examining into the condoft of the 
army with that feriouihefs of fcnitiny which fo important 
a matter merited. If no other gentleman, lefs inlignificaat 
than he was, would bring on the inquiry, he pledged himfelf 
to do it, when the extraordinaries of the army were fubmit- 
ted to their confideration. 
The Sctrc- The Secretary at IVar afibred the Hoofe no blame in Ais 
taryatWar. itrticle lay at his door ; he only figncd his name to tbcfe ac- 
counts, and then prefen ted them in his o(Bcial capacity ; but 
had no refponfibility on account of them, fo that lie could 
have no intereft in preventing the Houfe from inveftigating 
them fully. 
. . General Smith fpoke next to the following efFeft. Aldiough 

Smith? theconfideration of theeftimatesof the army nowon your table, 
furnifhcs me, fays the honourable General^ witb a proper oc- 
cafion to exprefs my opinion, which I might have conceived re- 
lative to any one of thcffe eftimates, yet^ Sir^ thf adylces which 

were 
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were yeftcrday received JTrom India, call upon me more parti- 
cularly to exprefs the fentimcnts I entertain of the force deftincd 
for that country. I have not been much accuftomed to give 
commendations to his Majefty*s minifters, becaufe I have 
feldom difcOVcred wifdom in their councils, or energy in the, 
execution of their refplves ; but. Sir, candour obliges ne to 
confefs, that in this hour of great . national calamity^ 
where the Britilh pofleffions iii every quarter of the globa 
are a£tually expofed to the infults of our common enemies, % 
fee with great fatisfaSian {o powerful an armament now rea- 
dy to fail for the proteftiop of our Eaftern dominionsr-^an ar*. 
tnament,, Sir, fuperior to any force that ever was fent, in 
any one year, by this, or any other European nation, fincci 
the paffage to India was firft difcovered. This effort, Sir^ 
not only excites my approbation, but even my admiration I, 
— It will produce the beft cffefts in India. — I know, Sir, 
that the French by their emiflaries at the feveral courts o£ 
the Eaftern princes, confederated againft this nation, have 
reprefented the total inability of this kingdom to reinforce 
our armies in India, by magnifying the very great loiTes we 
have really fuftained in America, and the uneqtial conteft 
in which we arc engaged with France and Spain, Such aa 
extraordinary exertion then, on the part of this nation, will 
have its full ^ik& on the minds and in the councils of the 
Indian powers ; it will convince them, that whatever errors 
may be committed by thofe who are in authority in that 
country, yet that this nation is determined to protcft and 
preferve our valuable pofleffions in that quarter, Thofe pof» 
ieffions have proved a mine of wealth to this nation, when 
peace was your firft objeft. The vanity and ambition (to 
afcribe no other motives) of your governors abroad, and th<^ 
mifconduft of direftors at home, h^ve rendered thofe pof- 
fefEon^ a heavy burthen ; that burthen, Ihould the prefent 
lyfterti continue, will become unfupportable ; it therefore be- 
hoves the King's minifters to be very attentive to the choice 
of thofe men, who are to direft ' our councils, as I am con- 
vinced, that the armament, now under orders for India,; is 
fully fufficient to all operations of war, and I think will pro- 
cure peace upon very honourable tqrms. 

Having faid thus much in commendation of the King's 
minifters,/I muft now moft earneftly recommend to tliemi 
not to fuffer their minds to be fvvayed from good policy by 
she intelligence received of General Coote's fuccefs. H^ 
letter conveys the moft pleafing advices, but the vi£tory is 



PAlt LIAMET^TAHY. a. 1781. 

by tio means flecifivt ; dnable him to complete his fucccfs.— 
It is Highly necclfary then, that they fliould not relax, la the 
JiHalku degree in their preparations; and I truft, that if ever 
it* AVas in contemplation to divert any part of this /orcc to an- 
other obje&,' the rcafons which t have now aihghed, will 
have Co much weight Viith adminiftration, as to prevent any 
letluflion being made in the number of troops, which by the 
cftimiites on your tabU, ife to be voted for the fcrvke in 
fiidw; '• ' ', 

• Tli^ refb1atioti!5, of the committee Weri then read, and a- 
dopredl5y the Hdafe. — They are as foUovv : 

• •RrcfWAretJ/'Th^V a'ttliml-jer of land forces, including four 
Abul*and' onfe hand red and feventy-five invalids, amounting 
td 49s4SS cffeftive men^ tortiftiiition and hop-cominiffion 
iflSfcer% indedtd, 'he enii])loy^cl for'th^ year X782. 

f Thflt a fdrti not' e^tfecding I'^i^^'^t^A'.^is. 3CI. be granted 
if&h^i Majefty, for defraying the charge pf 49,455 effeftive 
fttrt, ibV gtiafds, g^rjifo^s, and other his Majcfty% land 
ft)V<?^s Ih Gt^ea^ BHtJirn/'Jerfc^, and Guernfey, for the year 

^ Th^t ii ftitn, not.fex^ce^ding 43,?40l. 6s. be grantee? to his 
M^jfcfty, for the pay 6f the General and general ftafF-officers 
m Great Br^tam, fbf thfe year 17^2. 

rTh?it a fam, ntit extending 15315,523!. 5s. lod. be gran- 
fed tb Ws Maiefty, for maiAtaiTling' his Majefty's forces and 
tarrifbfis in the Plantations artd Africa, including tbofc ia 
g^Vriihn at Min6rca and Gibraltar-, ind for provilion§ for.thc 
foltfes-in North America, Nova-Sc6tia, Newfoundland, Gi- 
brah^ri the Wtft-Indids, and. Africa, for the year 1782. 
^ 1 hat a fism, ribt exrcfc'cding 56,0741. 19s. 4-J'. be granted 
f6 his'Majefty, for defraying tnfi charge of five Hanoverian 
bfe'ttkliori^ of foot at Gibraltar and Minorca, and for provi- 
fions for the thret battalions bf th6 faid troops at Gibraltar, 
foy the year 1782. 

• Thit afum, nottxeeedirtg 367,^03!. 9s. lod. be granted 
irS his' Majdty) for defraying the charge of thirteen thoufand 
four hutidred and ftventy-two men, of the troops of the 
feWjgravt of HefFe CaiTel in the pay of Great Britain, toge- 
ther, with the fubfidy,"for the year 1782, purfuant to treaty. 
' That a fum, not exceeding 6i,lo8l. lis, oj. be granted 
to hi* Mi!Jefty, for 'defraying the charge of two thoufand 
dnd ninety-four men, of the troops of Hanau, in the pay 
6f Great Britain, tcrgethef with the fubfidy, purfuant to 

treaty 




A. 1781. D £ B A T £ S* ft#i 

treaty with the hereditary priiicc of Heflc-Caflel^ for th<{ 
year 1782. 

That a fum, not exceeding 1^,4981. 3s. a|d. be granted 
to his Majefty, foi* defraying the chafge <tf a fegiment of 
foot of Waldect, in the pay of Great Britain^ together with 
the fubfidj, jfurfuant to treaty with the reigning prince of 
"VValdeck, for the year 1782. 

That a furo,' not exceeding 93,9471. 153. 8d, he granted 
to his majefty, for defraying the charge of rfoof thoufand 
three hundred men, the troops of the reigning d»ke Of Brunf- 
wick, in the pay of Great Britain^ • together with the fubfidy 
for the year 1782. 

Thait a fuiii, not exceeding 43,665!. I2». gd* be granted 
to his Majefty, for defraying the charge of one thoufapd fivcT 
hundred and fifty-rtine*ittenj of tlie troops of the Maigrave^ 
of Brandcbourg Anfpacb, in the pay of Great .Britain^ togc^ 
ther with the fubfidy forthe year 1782, puffuant to treaty. 

Thatafum, not exceeding 23,818!. lis* ri^d^ be granted 
to his Majefty, for defraying the charge of nijne hundred ani 
thirty-three men of the troops of Anhalt Zorbft> in the pay' 
of Great Britain ; together with the fubfidy, purfuant t0 
treaty with the reigning PrinCc of Anhalt Zerbft^ for the 
year 1782. .i 

That a fum, not exceeding 55,469!. be granted to hi$. 
Majefty, for defraying the charge ofprovifiofts for the fo- 
reign troops ferving in North America, in the pay of Great 
Britain, for the year 1782. * • 

That a fum, not exceeding 15,499!. 17s. 5d. be granted 
to his Majefty, to make good a deficiency in the fjims voted* 
for the troops of the hereditary Prin«?e of Heffe Cafiel in the 
pay of Great Britain^ being the charge of an au^mentatioti^ 
to the faid troops, from the 6th day of April 1781/ to the* 
24th day of December fdlk)wingi ' ' ^ 

That a fum, hot exceeding 3,282!. 125. 5d. be granted to 
his Majefty, to* make good a ^deficiency in the fums toted 
for the troops bf the Margrave of B-randebourg Anfpacb, iir 
the pay of Great Britain, being the charge of an augmenta- 
tion to the faid troops, from the 2d day of March 1781, to 
the 24th d^ of December following* 

That a fum, not exceeding 4,94*2!. 19?* be granted to hi» 
Majefty, to make good a ddficienty in the fums voted forthe* 
troops of AnKalt Zcrbft, in tlie pay of Great Britain, being- 
the charge of an aogmentatiott to the laid jEroops, from th* 
Vol. V. l> d ^ 18th 
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iSili day of April 1781, to the 24th day of December fol- 
lowing. 

That a fum, oot exceeding 2796831. 141. be granted to 
bit Mayefty^ for defraying ihe charge of Artillery for the 
foreign u^oopsy in the pay of Great Britain, purfuaot to trea- 
ties, for tlie year 1782. 

' Tiwt a Cmmv 'HCA «tcfccding 677^497!. i^Sr ipd. be {granted 
tg> hh Majtfty, for defraying the charge of the eoubodied mi- 
litiai 6f the feteral counties in South Britain, and 6£ tour re- 
giment! of ftncible-men .in ^[orth-firitai% for the year 
1782. 

' Tkatafufti) notexc^ing 1 00)^5941 17s. i4* (>e granted 
H> his Majeftyy £6r deifraying the. charge of the clot^ngfot 
ftbe embodied' ntilitia in oooth .Britain, for the year 17.&2. 
- That a fum, 'not exceeding 21,3291. iSt. Sd.. be granted 
to his Majefly, for defray ii;^ the charge of a regjsnentof 
Kght dragoons, ^ndtwo regimei>t&of fopt, from tlxe 24Jtb day 
Of September 13181, to the 24th day af Deccariber fjoiiowing, 
\ That a fant, not exceedit>g 36^28d.« los, id* be -grant^ 
to hia m^ijefty,.- Qft aiccp}]^nt, f^r,tj>e pay neceitarj to be ad- 
vanced to^.oheirqgj^ff^eAt pi Hgip;^ dragoons, feven battalions 
and a detachment of foot, for fer vice in Eaft India^ for tbe 
year Ljizi : .... c . "^ ■ ^ -.: 

Adj&uffilcd rto'the aoth. . 

As foon as the Speaker and members ret^/ied frcffli ttie 

H€^i(fet>f £.Qt*ds,.' where the^y Iiad gone to attend the king in 

the j^ilirng of feyeFal bills, 

^Grcy Sir Grey Cooper rofe, and m^Yed, " That^ at the riCng of 

^^^^' ^ HKKbiet 4hi$ day, they (hcMiId adjoern to Tne^y tl^ 22d 

d»y of Jannary next." -.. , ^ 

l/ij, Byng. Mr. ByngvoCe on this, and with evident aftotiifiimeat ex- 
daimed, " A^Joiirn to the 22d of January next l*** Good 
God ! Mr.. Speaker, in fuch a mcas^eint ^s the,^refent^ could 
you, could any bian in this cpui^try have fufpfiSed it poifihte, 
that amotion of adjournment for ^ long a ti^ne fhould have 
taken plaice ;, or indeed, that aay adjournment fhoeld have 
been propofed at all ! Th.e fituat;on of the country was new; it 
was unprecedented, and it called for extraordinary exertions 
of the parliament. This was a moment when the Crown 
ou^it to take the benefit of th& advice of t&e national cOunciL 
All the wifdem of the empire was requLred. The difafier of 
the other day*, he meant the faijure of Admiral Kempcnfelt's 
expedition, demanded their moft ferious and folcmn attention. 
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' * • 1, . • , • * 

The people called for it at their hands, and if was a duty 
^w^ith which tfecy could not difp^n£?* The faft was, that the 
firft icrfd of the Adnriralty had fent bcit twelve, or thirteen 
fhips at. the iiioft, to attack and defeat kn armament of niae'- 
tecn or twenty fhips of the line ; was this a mcaTurc td be • 
torne ? Was it thus thaf the maritime affairs of this conntry 
were to be conduScd, arid thus that t'be valaafblc pofieffion;^ 
of Great Britain were to be protcfted and fa^eid ? This kn.'- 
portant arpiament, defigned for ft> iaiportaat an qbjcfi, was . 
fuffered-to proceed to the place of its deftinatian unimjured in 
any cfl^entral manner. It was very true that the Britifh adr 
mital, by the IkiH and bravef y which he poiicfled, bad been 
able to take fome of the traafports of the cpctiay* He ackndwx 
iedged the obligation which he and every man was ttndcr to ad- 
mi ral^empenfdt for what he had done ^ but the conduct «f 
the Admiralty, who had fufFercd him to proceed to iha with a 
fleet fo inferior and fo inadequate, deferved the ftrifteft cxa.^ 
mination and inquiry of the Houfe. Were the Admiralty 
ignorant of the number jof the enemy's ihips ? If they were, 
lie would venture to fay, that they wcfe the ottly people in ' 
this counj:ry who were ignorant of the prcparatipns that were 
makino;, of the defign that was formed, of the number of the 
fhips, and of the time of its failing. Inftead .of adjourning, 
it became the Houfe inftantly to inquire into the condu£l of 
•the Admiralty in this cafe. Were they to Ihew tliemfelves 
fo fond of their own cafe, and fo little attentive to the. intc^ 
refts of the people, as to quit the Houfe and retire to inzStivii- 
ty and fcaftmg ? • . ' • 

it was weir known that after a recefs, there never was a full 
attendance before the call of the Houfe, and at prefcht the 
order for the call Hood for the ^31 ft of Jfinuary ; fo that there 
would be a difference of nine days betweqii the meeting after 
the recefs and the call of the Houfe ; or in other words, juA 
fo many days would be loft to the public, becsufe it was the 
call that procured attendance • and in the prefix nt ft ate of our 
affairs, the lofs of nine days might be irreparable^ How, 
therefore, could the Houfe think of fending gentlemen jdown 
to their conftitucnts, while affairs remained in fo very. criti- 
cal a fituation ? How could they think of the mirth or the 
pleafurcs of the feafon, wlien perhaps in the tnomcnt of. their 
giddy gratifications their country might tottdr toits.bafis'? 
Befides, this motion for the adjournment nti^ht prevent fo*nc 
TDufinefs from being brought on this day, by an honourabk 
friend of his, who intended to fay fomcthing to the Houie j 
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and therefore for this apd varioos other reafons^ he hoped 
gentlemea would loTe light of this favourite adjoarnment ; 
aud dedicate fome more time to public affairs. 
14. Nortb, Lord North apprehended, that in one refpeft the konura- 
ble member was under a miftake ; for though the queflioo 
then before the Houfe fhould be carried, . ftiil it would not 
-prevent any gentleman from bringing forward^ the moment 
. after the queftioa fhould have been carried, any bafinefs that 
he might wiih to agitate ; for the queftion was only that tke 
Houfe, at its rlfing this day, fhould adjourn to the 22d of 
January ; and therefore it did not at all interfere with any 
bufinefs that might be brpught on before the rifiog of the 
Houfe, With refpeA to the adjournment for the holidays^ 
he would fay, that many gentlemen had gone out of 
town with ■■ the idea, that the Hpufe was not. to meet a- 
-gain till the 2 2d; and indeed, coniidering that gentlemen 
feldbm returned to town before the Qucen*s birth-day, it 
would be nearly ufelefs to make the Houie meet again before 
the period ftated in the motion; no fcrious and important 
queflion ought to be agitated in a thin Houfe ; aad yet be 
believed, that if any great queftion were to be propofed after 
the holidays, but before .the birth-day, there would certainly 
be nothing like a full attendance of the members* — But with 
refpcft to adjourning to an earlier period, he could only fay, 
that if it was the difpofition of the Houfe, it would be agree- 
able to him. He could hay^ no wifli, with refpeft to him- 
felf, for a long adjournment, fince, whether the Houfe was 
adjourned or not, he could not be fardiftant from town; 
but, as be had faid, many gentlemen were gone into the 
country, under the perfuafion that the Houfe was to be ad- 
journed to the 2 2d, and that the call of the Houfe was not 
to be till the 31ft ; they had to attend the feflions, and had 
other occafions of abfence, which would be brokep in upon 
by the alteration propofed. It was as fliort a day too, he 
thought, as could conveniently be taken. The 22d was on 
Tuefday ; the day before that was Monday ; the day before 
was'Sunday ; the next was Saturday ; and the next was the 
'Queen's btrth^day. He did not fee how any other day could 
betaken, except Monday the 2 ifl; and if gentlemen choib 
that the call of the Houfe fhould be earlipr than it was fettled 
to be, they had it in their power to move to that efFeft ; and 
he was fure his honourable friend who made the motion wzs 
pot fo wcddfd to the one more than to the other, but that he 
WPyJd readily adopt in his inouo» whi^h-evcr of the two days 
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fhould be more pleafing to the Houfe. But from coftom, 
aiui the ufual praftice of the Houfe, he thought the receft 
then moved for by. no n^eans too long; it was cuftomary al^ 
fb to give a month or iix weeks notice of a call of the Houfe ; 
at prefent it flood for the 31ft, but if gentlemen fhould thiiik 
proper to meet agai^ on the 2ifl:, the call might be fixed for 
the fame day, or for the day after; he faw no impropriety 
in having the Houfe called over on the day pf its meeting, oY 
the day after. 

The Speakfr faid, that on the 22d there would b^ a ballot for TiieSptak^ 
an eleftion committee ; and that therefore it would be rather •f- 
inconvenient to have the call on that day : he thought it pro- 
per at the fame time to inform the Houfe, that in confcquencc 
of the order of the Houfe, on the 5th inftant, he, op the 6th', 
had ligned all the letters for the fheriffs, flewardsof bo- 
roughs, &c, &c. acquainting them with the order for the 
call : to thefe letters he had not received' anfwers from aH 
the parties ; he had received about 30 anfwers j but the per- 
fons to whom he 'had fent letters, were about 100 in num- 
ber, 

Mu Burke hid y he oppofed the motion ^of adjournment, Mr* Burkc# 
as well on the fame gi*ounds as thofe gone over by bis honour- 
able friend, as on account of a petition, which he held in his 
hand, of the utmoft importance to the honour and welfare 
of the nation. It was a petition of Mr. Laurens to the 
Houfe, which involved in the cafe fought by that gentleman 
the happinefs, moft probably, and dignity of this empire. 
And he therefore begged leave to inform the Houfe that, as 
foon as the prefent motion fhould be difpofed of, he would 
move for leave to prefent this petition. He faid, that he had 
endeavoured to difcharge his jvorthy correfpondent's friendly 
tru^, by a negociation with A dminift ration, which had pro- 
ved ineffeflual, and he was therefore at length reduced to the 
neceflity ^f laying before the Houfe 'the petition of Mr. Lau- 
rens, which had lain by him for fome time, in hopes he 
fhould have had nooccafion to ufe it, from a favourable ifTuc 
to that negociation; for thefe reafons he rofe on the fide of his 
honourabFe friend the obje£tor, as he thought no adjourn- 
ment ought to bp agreed on' before bufinefs of fuch vafl im- 
port to the nation was firfl difpatched, , 

Mr, Fox fpoke with great energy on the dlfaftrous event Mr. Fo». 
of Admiral Kempenfelt's interview with the French fleet. 
It was impoflible that any thing fhort of treachery coold have 
pccjifiooed a conduft fo ignominious ^nd difgraccful. If it 

was 
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V^igQoraPQC or i^capaci^y filoi^e, that could have induced the 
.'JEirl.of Sand wicli tp fcpd i^yt U^ flu%s io fi^t tw^ty;^ h^ cpuld 
puly fiiy that it wa^ignpjrancc ana irfckpicity Mparalldttcrfin 
the biftQiy pf ^H J:i(n^>* flad ^iiy rifan rn this kiogdom been 
ignoraatof thf j^ate>^nil puipbcr pf ^^^ Fxenc^ armainent? 
He would vcntiire to fty, that if the F irft Lord of the' Admi- 
yalty was ignorant^ h« vyas the only pe^rfon Who was ^ in this 
iihgdom* A fortnight 3gP i'^ was a matter of general npto- 
riety , and every main who had intelligeftcfe 6f n^ets, that isj 
. the. merch^^iti and |;^ntjf.ipei) whofe ia]terefts are at fi^ke in 
. ; the preiibnt .mpmento^s co;ifefl:, all believed and kncsf^ that 
the French had i( in.th^ir power, and had an intentfon of 
fending, one or two and t^eoliy ftiips to Tea upon this expe- 
dition.. He, for hi« own' part;, did not boaflof I^is intcUi- 
jgencc; but he had mentioned, in hi$ place, in that Ifoufe 
that the enemy's fquacjrop, in Breft water, was twenty or 
twenty-itwo fhips. Were thp Admiralty ignorant of the faft? 
If they, were, they were criminal for being fb. If they knew 
the faft, as indeed they muft,'why cjid they not give Ad- 
miral Kempenfelt a greater force to meet the enemy ? Would 
. Xh^y fty that they had.npt/nore (h.ips in readinefs at Pprtf- 
mouth, and other places, which might have joined him^ if 
• they had received orders ? They would not venture to lay 
fo. He did not mean to .cenfure the conduft of Admiral 
Kempenfelt; fo much the contrary, that he thought his be- 
haviour was exceeding praife-worthy ; it did him honour. 
But he nfiuft fay that the nation incurred the dlfgrace of fee- 
ing a Cjuadron of her Ihips fly from a purfuing eocmy. It 
'was true that he had taken a few of the ^ranifports, and fome 
of them had come intp. port, It.w,^s an advantage, but he 
,had retreated from the enemy, and he was forced to do (6. 
This he could not forget, nor could he forget the rapture 
.that filled every pfian's mind (who bejieved the information 
'^of the Admiralty), on Monday Ijift, when they were given 
.to underftand,. that the two fleets were in fight of each other, 
and that the Britifb fcjuadron was nearly able to cope with 
the enemy; that is to fay; that Admiral Kempenfelt had 
twelve jfl^ips^ and the enemy only thirteen or fourteen* It 
was a t}iing fo ynpfual, and fo'new ; it was alfp fo unexpec- 
ted, and fo fortunate, that gentlemen were tranfported 
withjpy, and began to hope that fomething like vigour and 
activity h^4 at laft crept into the cabinet ; for his own part, 
. be fairly owpcd that he was fo perverfe as to doubt the truth 
pf thp Adwiralty report^ and fdr this reafon, that for a 
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fortnight before, as he vM^ ^cry body but the Fir ft Lord 
of the i&(iiniralty^ lu^l^vv; that the enemy had at leaft tweotj 
fhips to: f^nJ to fea jf tiicy p)eaied« .JBot gentlemen were 
credulousi» They believed it from the bcA jof.raotivesybe- 
caufe tbey wiihed it to be jtroe. But how ihort lived wc^f 
^heir raptures, arad how miferably were tl^ey awakened from 
the dceam of fu^ceii ! The 'thirteen fiiipis; were turo^d ial^ 
twenty;, and the, brilHaat vi^^ory iui£o a prpvidential ^fcape^ 
in every corner of the world \pe were taijght that the?, tmtaj 
was foperior to us ija naval flrengtb, except in Eu^ropo^ I# 
Europe we were f^ to have a fuperiority, and we were coib- 
iblcd apd comforted by this reiIe£iionr ; See how Lor^^ Sa^dr 
wich proves that we are faperioTr By fending twelve fhipjk 
to meet twenty, he proves his^ boafted fuperiority. We had 
heard from a noble Lord at ^he Board of Admiralty, that w^ 
wene and muft be ifnferior .tQ the ejtiemy ; for when they'ap* 
jplied ali their r^)^rf^iS to their. navy, they muft commaind a 
£reateir fon;e th^n Gi:ea,t>Pritai];ij who .yfed io be the n^i^^reft 
of the ocean, . Qoujd put to fea* . This w^. dfinied by , fpme^ 
and diifputed by others, "^hey faid, thaf, tl?^; ndvy o* ©i?0a*r 
Britaiii bad been always fuperior to that of France, aod^tli^ 
^t pught to b^ io at alt-tinies^ But fee, fi^y^s the honourabte 

fentleman, how. the E^l of, Sanjdwicl) pifov^s the aiferfiiod 
t is. inferior,, and it will and muft be inferiQr^ fo Ipt^gor* 
^haft; noble Loifd r^np^aim the naval nj^ipifter of this c3ountr;f^ 
iJuring, the whole of the war, he; di^$<€^ the friends oftht 
^Admiralty Board to mention any opp >ji^i|ance, pr o^cafi^, 
on which the Firft Lord of the Admiralty had (hewp. hirtifelf 
either a wife,: a vigilant,/ a capable,, or a good nilnift^r.-. .H^ 
could never forget tl^ a^rtion whjch he made in \m place 
in the. other. Ho^ie* It iiad been quoted^ and it mull b^ 
quoted fo long as he ffeauld' cD6t^nue» ^. thjC head of that 
JBoard, vinfulting, ?=i|»ining, and difgracing his co^inlryK He 
pas teld, that th^ aiTerUon had been dejoied,, but th>t -^i^ 
immaterial. He kn^^ th.^ the ai&rtion had beei» oafadr, 
and he had a- right to .-mei^tion it, be^aufe the affcrticrD had 
aff^fited the proce^ing* of. Parliament;. Saying* uponfobi- 
jeft&of the firft iipportapc^, - delivjH-ed by m«n rdpohfibk 
for theit condufl, ^^Id not f^il of /.^aKing an ii^tpreffi^n oa 
the minds of all wivo had once* h«ard.of thera< It wa« jrm- 
poflible npt to remeiji^^rjthQm, -and he wp\i}d i)>aihtait^ji(ga'rn(£ 
al} controvcrfy, that fee. .was per fc&ly wai?rafnlaWe. in looking; 
up ta.,thofe fay/^gs^ ayn^.cooMiventing ugpB.^%^^ afid c^m^- 
P^fiPg thejn with the fubfequent co;iduft of the party who 

made 
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made them, as often, as.occafion required. The Firfi Lord 
of the Admiralty might fhift his ground, he might aim at 
cvafion, he might boldly deny at a future, what he Had, 
perhaps, rafhly aflferted at a former period ; but he never 
Ihould efcape him, or perfuade him to forget, what had with 
fo much reafon fattened itfelf upon his mind immovably. 
Indeed the affertion relative to the dutv of the Firft Lord of 
the Admiralty, made by the Earl of Sandwich, was almoft 
the only affertion which had ever come from the lips of that 
Boble Lord fince he had been in office .worth any gentle- 
iaian*<s recolleftion. The fpeech, of which that affertioa 
tiiade a part, was a manly fpeech ; it was the {peech of an 
Englilhman ; it became the noble Lord's charafter, it be* 
came his official iituation : he boldlv declared it to be his 
duty to have a fleet equal to that of France and Spain. If 
however- by the fortune of war, or by the accumulation of 
enemies, he failed to have, as he ought and declared he 
-ought, a fleet equal to the enemy, what was the next thing 
^hich a wife and an aftive miniftcr would do ? What ! but 
to make his inferior fleet go as far, and. do as much good as 
poffiblc ! Inferior to Ffance and Spain when joined, it might 
havebeen abl^ td meet either of them apart. It ought there- 
fore to have beeri h's ftudy to keep t^em apart* Had this 
been the policy of the Firft Lord of the Admiralty ? No; 
on the contrary-,' he had never oijce attempted to keep the 
fleets of France aind Sjiain feparate from each other. They 
had met, joined, parted, and gone to their feveral harbours ; 
the ofte to Breft, and the other to Gadra, as quietly and as 
fafety as in a moment of peace, Never until this mdment 
bad there been an attempt made to intercept and prevent 
their junflion. Now an- attempt wa» made, it was, right, 
it was proper, it was fuited to the exigency of our aflfairs, 
and it was a meafure founded on a truly Brhifh principle; 
But it was new to the Earl of Sandwich^ it was out of his 
ftile of afting,- it Was Out of his fcope of management, and 
fee how he has bungled in the execution. To prevent their 
junftion, and to defeat the French expedition, he fent twelve 
lliips to. meet nineteen or twenty. Was it poflible that we 
could fufFer this ? Was it ppflible that we could think of ad- 
journing for fo long a time ? Perhaps we were fond of ad- 
journment. It was faid, that people were fond of that which 
coft them dear. If fo, it was no wonder that the Houfe of 
ComnK>ns fliould be fond of an adjournment*. An adjourn- 
ment had coft them thirteen proyiiices^ It was that fatal 

4 adjournnKot 
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jicljournment for fix weeks, which the minifter had extorted 
From the Houfc in the beginning of 1778, that had ruined 
the country * for in that adjournment it was that the treaty 
between France and Aitierica had been figqed. He called 
•upon the Houfe to do their duty, There muft be an inquiry 
into the conduft of the Fi^rft Lord of the Admiralty, if rot 
an impeachment. From his foul he thought and believed, 
that there was^ fontething more than ignorance and incapa- 
city at the bottom of his conduft. But there muft be an in- 
quiry. The difgraces of the Britifh flag called upon the 
Houie to go into an inquiry* The divifions and diftraftions 
in the royal navy ; their injuries and complaints, called upon 
the Houfe, The banifhment of fo many brave and experi- 
enced officers was a Call upon them. The inferiority of our 
fleets in every corner of the world ; the lofs of many of 
c^r Weft-India iflands, and the imminent danger of the reft, 
called upon them to make the inquiry. The fufferings and 
the clamours of the people called upon them, and laft of all 
this recent inftance and proof of incapacity, or of ignorance, 
or of treachery, called upon them loudly to make the in- 
quiry without the lofs of a fingle minute; to fearch to the 
bottom of our naval management, and to apply to the Crown 
to remove this man from a feat which fo many calamities 
and errors had proved him to be unfit to hold. He was wil- 
ling to refer the whole of the queftion to the feelings of the' 
Houfc; nay, even to the feelings of the Treafury Bench. 
Was there a man upon that Bench, Lords of the Admiralty 
excepted, who would ftand up and declare upon his honour, 
that he thought the Earl of Sandwich a fit and proper perfon 
to condud the naval affairs of this country ? To that teft he 
would leave the queftion ; and wh<n the Houfe knew that 
there was not even a minifter w*ho thought Lord Sandwich a 
proper man to be a minifter, how could they go down to 
their conftituents, how could they look them m the face, 
and how anfwer for their fervility, or their bafenefs in not ad* 
dreffing the Throne to remove a man, who in their hearts 
they believed to be unfit for the office which he held ? 

Lord North rofe and faid, that fo far from wifliing to Lor^Nortt. 
ihelter the Firft Lord of the Admiralty from the defired in- 
quiry, he knew, and he was authorifed to fay, that the no- 
ble Lord himfelf, fo far from wifhing to avoid it, was ready, 
was willing, and defired to meet i^^ He knew fo much of 
the noble Lord as to believe, that he wifhed as much as any 
man in this kingdom for an inquiry into his conduft. The 
Vol.. V, )E e honour- 
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honourable gentleman had attacked the noble Lord with heac 
and violence, and had thrown upon him many inve£lives 
which he was convinced could only be thrown upon him be- 
fore the inquiry, but which neither the honourable gentle- 
man, nor any man, would throw upon him afterwards. 

Relative to the time of adjournment, it had been propofed 
for the 2 2d of January, and the call to be on the 3ifi» 
Were not an adjournment ufual, and in fbme inftances ne- 
ceflary, he ihould really move for an immediate inquiry ; 
but as it was necefiary on fuch a ferious bufin- fs for the 
Houfe to be attended by as many members as might come 
on a folemn call, he thought it more expedient to vote for 
the adjournment. He, therefore, moved that the Houfe 
adjourn to the 21ft, inftead of the 2 2d, which from the 
queen's birth-day, Sunday, and the quarter-feffions, he 
thought could not poffibly be fixed for an earlier day. Hoi}^ 
ever m regard to the call it might be made on the day of 
meeting. 

It had been frequently repeated as well as on the pre/ent 
queftion, that the adjournment of Parliament four years ago 
was the caufe of the French alliance with America. He 
would be bold to fay fuch an aiTertion was not true. It could 
not be proved in any refpeft that Parliament, either fitting or 
adjourning a fortnight or three weeks, inftead of fix, could 
have in the leaft aififted fuch a treaty. 
Mr. T. Mr. T. Towff/henJ faid, that they ought not to adjourn ; 

TowoJhend. j^^ ^^y ^^5 ^^^ facred for the inquiry which was propofed, 
nor ought the Houfe to think of Chriftmas gambols, and 
Chriftmas recefs, when their country was in fo perilous a 
ftate. That day, which was to every gentleman a day of 
feftivity and pleafure, the birth-day of their amiable and 
virtuous queen, ought to be dedicated this year to parlia- 
mentary inquiry. Their love and their reverence of her 
Majefty, and of her numerous and promiiing family, ought 
to incite them to inquire how, and by whom, that family 
had been deprived of their birth-right. They were born to 
the inheritance of a great and fplended empire, which was 
now, or was likely foon to be reduced to a petty kingdom, 
perhaps to a dependent province of France. The navv of 
England was diminifhed and reduced in a manner which 
gave the moft dreadful apprehenfions to every thinking man. 
In every corner of the world it was inferior. He was given 
to underftand that Sir Samuel Hood had taken almoft every 
fhip with him to the Weft-Indies, and that Prince William, 

.the 
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the riling hopes of the Britifh navy, was left with two Ihips 
at New-York. He declared that our fituation appeared to 
him fo dreadful, that it was his firm opinion, that in twelve 
months more, perhaps, and moft probably in fix, oar fate as 
an empire would be decided ; and yet this was the moment 
w^hcn gentlemen were going down to paftimes and merriment. 
The noljle Lord in the blue riband had faid, that no gen- 
tlemen could hold therr prefent feverity againft the noble 
Lord at the head of the Admiralty, after the enfuing inquiry. 
He wifhed the noble Lord would inform him whether that in- 
quiry was requifite to acquaint us of our inferiority in every part 
where our fleets were wanted i Whether it was requifite to 
acquaint us of twelve fail of the line being fent to oppofe 
pinetecn of the enemy ? Whether it was neceflary to ac- 
quaint us of the defencelefs ftate of our Weft-India domini- 
ons } And whether it was neceflary to acquaint us that the 
greateft part of our empire was irretrievably loft, Ifthefe 
were to be unlearnt from the inquiry then our language would 
certainly be different. But as thefe were well known, he 
could fee no reafon for prefuming that either our opinions, 
or our language, would alter their tenoc^ As the noble 
Lord had fo folemnly pledged himfelf that the inquiry would 
be made, he could fee no propriety in deferring it for the 
adjournment. 

Lord Mulgrave obferved, that though the honourable Lord Mul- 
member who had. been fo liberal of his charges againft the «▼«• 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty, confounded that nobleman's 
two capacities of d cabinet minifter and Firft Lord of the 
Admiralty, they were, neverthelefs, very diftinft from each 
6ther : the one might be called a ftate capacity ; the other 
official ; the one 6i the cabinet, the other of ofiice. Gen- 
tlemen were exceedingly fond of blending the two charaAers 
together, the official and the cabinet minifter, by which 
means they wifhed artfully to throw blafoe upon him by at- 
tributing that to the ofiice which was due, not to him fingly, 
as the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, but to the Cabinet-coun- 
cil, of which he was but one member. Thus the argument 
of blame had been fuppofed to He at the door of the Firfl 
Lord of the Admiralty, in regard to the twelve fail of the 
line fent out under Admiral Kempenfelt ; whereas the in- 
quiry 'Ought to have two branches. It ought firft to aik , - 
whether Government, that is fay, whether the Cabinet 
Council were right in fending out twelve fhips to watch the 
motions of nineteen. And fecondly^ whether the Admiralty 
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Board had been negligent in equipping and getting ready tlic 
force ordered by Government for this fervicc. It was then 
two queftions ; a queftion of ftate and a queftion of office. 
To the latter he would fpeak firft, as it was that to which he 
was, from fituation, heft qualified to fpeak. 

From the accounts that had arrived at the Ad nairalty Board, 
it appeared that it vas in the month of September laft, the 
French began to make preparations for that very expedition, 
on which the fleet and convoy which had been met by Admi- 
ral Kcmpenfelt, were fent : our fleet was at that time at fca 
tinder Admiral Darby j and did not return to port till the 
6th of November. As the intentions of the French wrere not 
unknown to Government, orders were given by that Board, 
that every exertion fliould be made for getting ready a fqua- 
dron, the deftination of which was to intercept the expedi- 
tion that was fitting out at Breft : and though the honourable 
member had been pleafed to accufe the Board of negleft, yet 
fo it was, that we had a fquadron at fea before the French ; 
though the latter began their preparations pretty early in 
September; and the fliips which compofed that fquadron did 
not return to Portfmouth to refit till the 6th of November: 
they had been out eight months, with the intermiflion of 
not more than about fixty days. They wanted much re- 
fitting. Great exertions were made, and it it was very clear 
that fo far from being negligent, ou.r; exertions had been 
• great; much greater indeed than thofe of the French, fince, 
iTiOUgh they had the ftart of us by a whole month to prepare, 
we had fent a fquadron to fea the 2d of December, and the 
French did not fail till the 6di. 

As to the article of intelligence or information, in which 
the honourable member fuppofed the Admiralty to be defi- 
cient, he could only fay that they had early notice of the in- 
tention of the French cabinet, to fend out a reinforcement 
to the Weft Indies ; and that in confequence of that notice, 
Adrniral Kempenfelt-s fquadron had been fitted out ; the in- 
telligence had indeed varied with refpeft to numbers, but 
from all the accounts and variations combined, there had not 
been reafon to fuppofe that more than eight fhips would 
hanre been fent out from Breft for the Weft-Indies; if the 
French had altered their mind, we could hot help that; and 
yet, he believed he might fay fix of the fhips which admiral 
Kempenfelt few in the line in the morning, had failed theprc- 
reding day from Breft, and not at the fame time with the 
ceft of the fleet ; nay, that fome of the others had not come 
ftom ]|3reft at all, but from Rochfort and other places, from 
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which they had joined jthe fquadron. He would undertake 
to fay, that there had been no official neglcft whatever, and 
that whenever the truth came out, it would be fround, that 
from the time that the orders of government were fent to the 
Admiralty-office, not a moment was loft in getting ready 
the Ihips deftined for the fervice, to execute which admiral 
JCempenfelt was ordered to hoift his flag, ^* But why did 
not lord Sandwich fead more Ihips ?*' And, " if he could 
not fend more, why did he hazard thofc againft fo difpropor- 
tionate an enemy ?" Thefe were the queftions to be aufwer- 
ed. He could not fend more, becaufe other objefts were to 
be attended to. Admiral Rodney was preparing to fail; be 
muft not be detained. If any of his (hips had been detached 
on this fervice, there was no faying when they might return; 
they might be crippled. They might delay, if not prevent 
his expedition. *^ Then why fend fo fmall a force?" For 
many rcafons. If any accident (hould have prevented the 
Frenjch from fending fo many (hips to fca as they had in- 
tended * if any accident had overtaken them ; if they had 
been difperfed ; if they had been, as they in part were, en- 
cumbered vyith their convoy ; if they had been thrown into 
confufion on account of their number ; if thofe, or if a thou- 
fand other circumftances had happened, the fmall fquadron 
which was fent plight have gained a decifive viftory. Still 
there were hopes. If they (hould yet be encumbered with 
their convoy j if a ftorm (hould happen ; if they (hould meet 
with a contrary wind ; if there (hould be in the convoy a 
number of lazy, flow failors, to retard their progrefs ; if 
they (hould be difperfed : Sir George Rodney might get to 
the Weft-Indies before tncm j if he (hould have a fair wind, 
as he had clean (hips, and was not loaded with a convoy. 

Hitherto he had fpoken of lord Sandwich as in his official 
capacity at the Admiralty-board. In his other capacity of a 
Cabinet miniftcr, thofe with whom he fat in the cabinet knew 
beft how to defend him ; this much however he would fay 
of the cabinet in general, that fuch was their power, that 
they had the diftribution of the naval force of the kingdom, 
and it had been known in former adminiftrations, that orders 
had been fent from the cabinet to the Admiralty, to prepare a 
certain number of (hips, without giving, at the fame time, 
the leaft intimation on what expedition they were to be em- 
ployed, fo that in faft though the Admiralty was not without 
intelligence, yet very often fquadrons were fitted out in con- 
feouerice of information received clfcwhcre, and not commu- 
nicated 
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nlcated to the Admiralty : that Board therefore was chieSy 
official, and bound to obey the dire£tions of his Majefty's 
confidential fcrvants. As to the conduft of the noble Lord 
at the head of ihe Admiralty, in his official capacity he wovrfd 
lay this much, that a more induftrious, indefatigable, zea- 
lous, and a£tive man never fat in the fame office : the noble 
Lord had his coniide^ice and his friendfhip, becaufe he knew 
how well difpofed and qualified he was to fupport the navy of 
this country ; and in juftice to him he muft make this one 
obfervatioo, that though at the beginning of the American 
war, one of the principal arguments urged againft .that war 
was the ruin it would bring upon our navy, by the lofs of 
the American failors ; yet notwithflanding the lofs of thoie 
failors, we had aftually, through the management and in- 
duftry of lord Sandwich, a much ftionger navy than we ha4 
daring the laft war, when we had the Americans to affift in 
manning our fhips ; and therefore he muft fay, that as a 
friend to the noble Earl, he muft be proud to fee an inquiry 
into his condu£t inftituted ; when he made po doubt but it 
would be terminated as honourably to his noble friend, as 
the laft inquiry that had l^eo fet on foot in another place. 

He himfelf had been accufed of defpondency, when in that 
Houfe he had aflcrted, that U'henever France fliould turn all 
her attention to, and throw all her refouiccs into her navyi 
fhe muft neceffarily be fuperior to us at fea : but he did not 
think there was any ground in that aflertion for a charge of 
defpondency ; in his opinion, that man only was defponding,. 
who did nor dare to look his iituation in the face r that was 
not his cafe : for his advice was to face our enemies man- 
fully, and to oppbfe a bold perfevcrcnce to their fuperioi: 
numbers. I now again declare, fays the noble Lord, we 
never have been equal in point of numbers with the whole 
Houfe of Bourbon; and when we came neareft to that power, 
it was with the united ftfength of our allies ; yet even now^ 
fingle and out-numbered as we are, Idifclaim the language of 
defpair ; I difclaim language that Britons never did, and I 
truft never will ufe. What we want in quantity, I am con^ 
fidcnt our brave tars will (hew the world, in quality wc 
make up, and that by a continuance of thofc exertions, which 
has rendered the Britifh name, a name of reverence through- 
out the world, this country will terminate a war of ncceffity 
by a peace of glory. I have indeed heard the moft daftardly 
and dilhonourable expreffions fall from gentlemen, but not 
on n)y fide of the Houfe» That a peace Ihould in all events 
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be made-*! will not comment on the^purpofe of Aich lan- 
guage ; but this I will fay, that Britifh fpirit muft be ex* 
tinft, when fuch language is deemed patriotifm. He was 
aware the honourable gentleman had faid, " that was not 
fair reafoning, we were not to compare our navy now with 
what it was formerly, but with the navy of the enemy with 
whom we were to fight*** Had this war been a war of am-; 
bition, or of choice, his lordfhip faid he fhould have admit- , 
ted the force of the objeftion, and have agreed that minifters 
would have been criminal, had they precipitated the nation 
into a war without having a navy more powerful than that of 
the foe they w^re to fight with ; but gentlemen well knew 
the faft was otherwife ; the prefent adminiftration did not 
provoke the war, they were forced into it by the rebellion of 
the colonies, the trcachfery of ancieht'allies^ arid the perfidy 
and the reftlefs ambition of the Houfe of Bourbon. 

Gentlemen took ^ pleafure, when fpeaking of the misfor- 
tunes of this country, to call them difgraces ; ht could not 
fee with what foundation ; for it was not .difgraccfiil to be 
worftcd ; and he would venture to fay, that there had been 
in the prefent war, a number of bold and heroic a£^ioBs, in 
which there was the utmoft brilliancy, more indeed than in 
any former war, fuiScient to fignaltae any sra,' or maintain 
and ui^old the honour of any country. 

He iaid the prefent diftrefs of the cotintry did' not amount 
to any thing like a conviftlon that a great and free people, 
like the people of Great-Britain, ought to follow the advice, , 
which to his utter furprize had lately fallen from the lips of 
an honourable gentleman, who had formerly filled one of the 
firfl offices of Sate, and now held a high military employ. 
That honourable gentleman had faid, '^ if we cannot have a 
navy nearly equal to the Houfe of Bourbon, in God's name, 
let XLS fubmit, let us lay down our arms, let us fue for peace, 
and accept it almoft on any conditions !" This was indeed 
thclanguage of defpondency ; and he could not again help 
repeating his aftonifhment that fuch language (hould come 
from fach a gentleman ! Was it by abandoning ourfelves to 
defpair in the moment of exigency, that we could hope to 
extricate ourfelves ? furely it was not, - It was the charafler ' 
of a great people, and it peculiarly became the people of this, 
country to gather ardour from adverfilyj and to breathe a 
more animated fpirit of rtfiftance, in proportion as misfor- 
tune nrelTed upon thenn 

.'•'—. With 
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With regard to certain words faid to have been (poken in 
another place by the firft lord of the Admiralty, the honour- 
able gentleman might defend the praf^ice^as he pledfed, but 
he moft infift on it, that it was in the higheft degree unpar- 
liamentary to quote in that Houfe what could only be heard by 
liftening at the door of another, from which the members of 
the Houfe of Commons had been turned out^ and where they 
had no right to be prefent. 

He concluded with requefting gentlemen not to confoond 
the re(ponfibility of office, with the refponfibility of admini- 
ftration. In the former cafe men were anfwerat>le for their 
actions, — in the latter for their advice. 
Ifr.Fov. Mr; Fox would not admit the noble Lord's diflin£lion be- 
tween Lord Sandwich as firft lord of the Admiralty, and a 
member of the cabinet ; nor could he look ypon any other 
man as refponlible for the management and direction of the 
navy, than the iirft lord of the Admiralty ; for it would not be 
proper, in his opinion, to impeach the chancellor, or prcfi- 
dent of the council, for mifmanagement of the naval force of 
the country. 

Mr^ Gafcoygney fenior, faid, that he would take tip the two 
charges of ignorance and negle£t which had been brousht a- 
gainft the Admiralty, and give to each, he hoped, a iatisfac- 
tory anfwer ; ignorance in the prefent cafe, he prefumed, 
meant want of information ; this charge in that fenfe was 
certainly ill-founded, for the Admiralty had from the begin- 
ning aaed upon very good intelligence ; their firft accounts 
made the number expeded to fail from Breft eight Ihips of fhe 
line; pofterior accounts carried ihtmlo twelve : according to 
the latter accounts admiral Kempenfelt had been ordered to 
fea with twelve (hips of the line, and one of fifty guns ; ftill 
later accounts cncrcafed the number of the French tg four- 
teen, and orders were immediately iffued by the Board, for 
the Portland and Bellonato join tjie admiral without the leaft 
delay ; and from the accuracy of the accounts, as they hid 
gone on progrcflively, there was every reafon to iuppofc 
that fome of the fhips had been fent out without being in the 
beft condition, and it was certain that fome of them had not 
been fitted out at Breft. 

.'With refpcft to negleft, there certainly was not even a 
ihadow of ground for that charge : the French, as it had 
been already ftated by a noble Lord, had began their prepa- 
rations in September; we had not began till November; for 
admiral Darby had been obliged to keep the fea, to cover the 

many 
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lany doiiyftys-fhat were going out and coming home ; and 
hert he returned on the 6th of November, he left a fqua- 
ron of ten fail of the line ftHl at fea : what repairs all thofe 
lips WHHled might be gtieiTed at from this circotnftance, that 
or eight entire nfionths, they had not been' full lixty-fivc 
ays irt port s admiral Darby's fqnadron had confiftcd of 27 
hips of the line ; and from November 6th, to the prefcnt 
lay, they had been all repaired : by the 2ji of December, 
welve were able to pat to fea unddr admiral Kempenfelt ; 
Md teri more were completely equipped, and were now lying 
n Cawfand-bay, ready to fail with Sir George Rodney ; an 
iccident had happened to the Formidable; the Dublin^ and 
inother ftip were ill, an^ the Bellona and Portland had been 
!>tdered t6 join admiral Kempenfelt. . And it nraft be re- 
membered, the neceifity Ihere was for die Admiralty-board 
tc> fctsd a fleet Into the North Teas, for the proteftion of our 
hoBftcvlrard- bound* fleet, and for the'obftniftionof chc Dutch 
from fopplying themfelves, and their allies, with naval ftorcs ; 
that this fertice was performed effeftually, but not without 
dan^agtf to our fleet. .The fame meafore being to be pur- 
ified, the faffie fleet was i^fitted, and pjit to fea, with more 
deterify than ever was exercifed <^n a limilar occaflon, and as 
we had now a targe fleet juft arrived from rhofe feas in the 
Chaniiel, coofliting of near 100 (hips,. and almoil an equal 
number expeded from the fame parts daily wnh convoy, it 
was thought abfolutcly neccffary to have a fleet in the Downs, 
«s well as a light fquadron at the mouth of the Tcxel, to 
watch the operations of the enemy, and to protefi a fleet of 
fuch importance to the naval armament of Great- Britain ; (o 
that perhaps there never bad been made, in the memory of 
man, fuch exertiods as thla country bad fecn fince the 6th of 
laft November. 

Gentlemen feemed apprehenfive for the fate of our polTcf- 

fioos ia the Weft-Indies ;• but he really believed there was 

very Iktle ground for apprehenflon ; for admiral Kempenfelt 

had with fo much fpitit and judgment cm off a part of the 

convoy, and thereby weakened the force of the expedition, 

that he looked forward with pleafure and fatisfadion ; he 

underftood that the admiral had taken eighteen of the tranf- 

ports ; and exclufive of the four that had been already known 

to have arrived, letters fron? Plymouth of this day informed 

him of the arrival of fix n;K>re i fo that in all ten had already 

reached our ports : one of the veiTels arrived at Plymouth; 

Was a frigate and Kad on .boa;rd ali the ofl^cers of the 

regiment d'AqultainCj' and anotheif l^ad 300'fcMieri^ s^d the 

VoL.V. Ff •ibftt 



fti7 



2;S PA1ltIA14£KTART A. 17S1. 

Otfier^ were chiefly laden with ordnaBce ftoresy ^rtk\lcTy, and 
brafs mortars ; nor did be think that we fhould not be aUe 
to pick up fpii^e ipore of them, as admiral Kempenfrit had \A 
%he Agameomon and Prudente, to hover about the convoy : 
^e was not without almbft a confidence, that Sir George Rod* 
ney wqnld reach the Weft- Indies before Monfieur de Vaud- 
reuil ; for it was to be confidered on one hand, that the ht« 
ler had a very numerous convoy ; that many of the veflcls 
that compoie it muft be vefy heavy failorf ; that the meoof 
war muft flacken fail to l^eep pace with (hem ; and with all 
thefe dii&cu^ties it would tot be an eafy nnattcr for them to 
get out of the ba^ at this feaibn of the year ; on the other 
hand Sir Georjze Rodney would haye no cQQVoy to dei^f 
him ; and Ixislhips all clean aad co[^red ; fy that while oqe 
had every thin^ to iniped^ him ; th^ other hs^l every thi^g 
that favoured his defign of re^Lching the Weft- Indies very 
early : nay, he (Mr, Gafcoynel was not without hopes 
that when the p^rt 0/ the French neet t\\^ wa^ defiined for 
Cadl^ ihould have quitted M. Vaudreuil, and fome other 
fhips wl^ich yfCTt bound for the Eaft-lndies ftiould have alfo 
parted company ; then Sir George Rodney coming up with tkc 
convoy with his clean (hips and frigates, would be able to 
give a good account of them; and complete ths^t wprk 
which admiral Kempenfelt had with (9 niuch judgtncat ai|4 
gallantry begun. 

But gentlemen might aflc, why had npt a greater force 
been feiit out at firft, and why even admiral Rodney himfelf 
had not be^n fent out at iirft, with the force that is tiow rea- 
dy for him ? There were many reafons that mighvhavcmade 
either ftep improper : .we h^d a very numerous fleet of near 
aoo fail coming from the Baltic, laden with naval ftores of 
all kinds ; to bring this fleet fafe into port was of the laft im- 
portance to oi;r navy. If Sir George Rodney had gone out, 
and brought to, off Breft, the.re to. wait the failing of the 
French, what would all the merchants fay? They would all 
have cried out, that it was ihameful to keep Sir George loi- 
tering in Europe, when he Ihould b^ made to avail himfelf 
of the opportunity that Fortune had given him of getting to 
the Weft- Indies before the enemy. If the enemy Ihould get 
out from Breft, and pafs Sir George in the night, which was 
very poflible, the clamour would be then greater ; for ibmc 
time might pafs over before he would be able to learn thatcir- 
cumftance<^; and then the enemy would have the ftart^ and he 
would have loitered his time away to a yery bad porpofe in 
waiting for them, 

As 
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An honourable member had aflerted, that we never had 
t been able to face the enemy with any thing like an equal 
rce; the aifertion had really furprifed him ; and he could, 
count for it only by fuppofing that the honourable gentle j- 
an had forTOt'ten the twenty^feventh of July, He did 
»t mention that day in particular with any ill humour 6r 
Be^ioni^ but the fa& was ifo. We wqre equal on that 
y. The honourable member knew ^hat force we had 
ider admiral Darby, when he relieTed Gibraltar ; and if 
s force was greatly inferior to that ojf the enemy, theho- 
)urable member might inquire, among ^is friends in France^ 
iiy they had not thought proper to give tiiat admiral and 
s fleet the meeting. 

Let us then fee the prefent litu^on of things as they now 
»pear-— admiral Kempenfelt With this little fleet^ as it is 
lied, by his difcretion^ ability, and bravery, has looked 
is great.force of France in the face for three days together j 
IS cut off a part of their convoy, ten of which are a£tually 
rived in our ports, and eight more are hourly expe£led. , 
It was a very eafy matter to ufe harfti words ; the gentle- 
en on the other fide of the Houfe might call the Admiralty 
>rrupt, negligent, Ignorant, treacherous ; while-they them<« 
Ives might be called the friends of Mr, Laufens and cor« 
rfpondentsof Dr. Franklin; the one fct of words would be 
\ well fapported as the other, by the afTertions of indivi« 
Lials ; and yet perhaps at bottom, there might not be the 
afi ground for imputations conveyed by thefe different ex- 
reilions. He underftood that there was to be a meeting oF 
f Weft-India merchants the next day. He could not tell 
le iifue of this meeting, for fufiicient to the day was the 
vil thereof; but having fpoken to the firft Weft-India mer- 
liants in London o,n the fubjefi ; the moft reputable, the 
10ft rcfpeftable in the city, they had told him they were 
ery well fatisfied, and that from the fuccefs that ad- 
liral Kempenfelt had had in weakening the convoy, and the 
umber of fhips that Sir George Rodney was carrying out 
nth. him, that they were under no apprehenfion for tlie fafety 
f our iflands. * 

Ff2 As 

* At the meeting above mentioned, at which all the great and 
efpe6table merchants and planten were prefent, whether any one 
if them had told Mr. Gafcoigne that they were not under appre« 
lenfions for the iafety of their iflands) they all declared that 
hey had laid no fvch thing, and they came to a refolutlen to that 
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As to the derpoadcncy for the Tafety of the iflamk, that 
feeined to be wifticd for by fome gentlemen, he could not (ec 
any caufe for fuch apprehenfions ; for although he would not 
aiiume the gift of prophecy, yet circumftances and things 
coniidcrcd as now ftated, and froai the abilities and gallantry 
of the admiral going out, he was in no fear of the French 
armament in the Weft-Indie$, or their going to thena. He 
faid, that it might be expefted that Sir George Rodney^ 
with the (hips under his command, clean, and coppered as 
they were, without extraordinary adverfe wind«, uaburthcQ- 
Ad.Keppel ed as Sir George was, without trade or convoy^ might arrive 
at the Weft- Indies before the fleet from Breft ; fo that he 
f iw no more cauf<? for dcfpair, than he did for reprobation 
in" the prefcnt moment. 

Admiral Kej^pel faid, he did not know, and did not care, 
whether the aUufionto the 27th of July was madd with good 
or bad humour ; his condud on that day had been (cruti* 
nifed ; and he had no caufe to blufb at the decifion ; the ho- 
nourable meml)er^ he faid, wai perhaps a little too fanguine 
in his hopes, that Sir George Rodney would get out of the 
bjry as foon as the French, for he knew very well, that a 
fouth-wcft wind, which would carry the enemy out of the 
Bay of Bifcay, would lock Sir George up in Cawfand-bay. 
He laid that admiral Kempenfclt was a favourite with the 
Admiralty, and undoubtedly he dcfervcd to be fo ; but ftill 
they had not given him the force that was neceflary : Upon 
j[he expedition from Breft to the Weft-Indies depended the 
fafetjr of our iilands; and all concerns of an inferior nature 
ought to give way to the moft preiHng concerns ; as the fafe- 
fy of our iflands ought to be the principal ob}e£t of our care, 
fo we fhould have detached fome of our force froan the Eaft 
to ftrengthen our commander before Breft, as the fervicc he 
was upon was infinitely more important than was that on 
wliich our force in the EXovvns was ftationed ; the Wcft- 
Indies might have been preferved in Europe; and he had 
faid before, and was ready to repeat it, that if a proper ui'c 
had been made of the force which we actually had, the 
Compte de Rochambeau would never have been iible to lanJ 
in Aweiica; and confequcntly the fur render of Lord Corn- 
wallis would never have taken place. He would not fay there 
was treachery^ but there was neglc£V, and an evident want 
of naval fkill in that Board ; he, and he believed, every man 
at all acquainted with the nature of a maritime wiir, held it 
to be indifpenrible, that where your.forcc was inffrior to that 
of your enemy, every thing depended on the proper dircflioD 

of 




A. i78i* D E Bf A T E S. ^^% 

of it ; and it was no cxcufe to (ay, ** we fcnt fo many (lup^ 
here, andfo many there,'* enumerating a parcel of petty 
occafions, Leffer intcrefts ought to fink before greater, and 
where the neceffity prefTed naoft, there the objeft fliould be 
moft attended to, and the preference Ihewn. Admiral 
Kempenfelt^s was a gfcat enterprize ; the objeft was more 
important than almoft any other that had been attempted; 
for it was chiefly from a wife nfe of our fprie in Europe that 
wc were to look for fucceft. Had the French dcfign been 
frofbated at the onfet^ Sir George Rodney might have taken 
his time in going to the Weft-Indies. It would have been 
better to have taken fome of our (hips from the Eaft, and 
lent them to aflift Mr. Kempenfelt, than that his endeavours 
fhoDld have fa^ed. The noble Lord, who fat at the Admi* 
ralty-board, had affertcd that there had been more inftanres 
of brilliant conduft in officers in this than in any preceding 
war : he would not then enter into a difcuffion of the affertioa 
at large, it was enough for him to deny the faft. 

The Admiral faid further^ that if the inquiry was fairly 
proceeded upon, if all the neceffary papers that might he 
called for^ were granted, * and the Houfe had full informa- 
tion, he would ventijre to fay that no friend of the Firft Lord 
of the Admiralty would have reafoii to boaft of the refult. 

Mr. Burke requefted to know ftom the noble Lord in the Mt. Bajke^ 
blue riband, whether the nccelTary papers for the inquiry into 
the Firft Lord of the Admiralty's conduft would be laid be- 
fore the Houfe on that occaiion i 

Lord North anfwered, he did not know what would or LoMN«rtV 
would not be laid before the Houfe, till he heard the motions 
made ; as thefe only muft regulate the conduft that ought to 
be then obferved. 

Sir George SavUe obfcrved, that although the noble Lord SirG.Savile. 
could not be induced to give an anfwer to an affirmative 
queftion, perhaps he had no fuch objeftion to a negative one; 
and would reply to him when he requefted to know whether 
the proceedings in this matter would not be carried on as they 
have been carried on heretofore. 

Lord North replied, th^t they would be carrid on, he j- ^^^^ j^^j^ 
doubted not, liberally, cleai-ly, and fully. 

Sir WilHam Doibeuj however arofe, and declared, that he si^W.Doi- 
was not one of ihofe credulous men that were fuppofed on all ben, 
occaiions to vpte with Adminiftration, be the bufinefs what 
it might. He faid^ when the examination they were now 
talking about fhould take place, for his part, he ftiould en-* 
deavour to qiaHc it a found one, and probe every thing to 

the 
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the bottom. Probably in fomc parts the Firft Lrord of the 
' Admiralty might be to blame, while in others he might de- 
ferve applaufe, and he alTured the Houfe he ihoald, on fuck 
occaiioiis, beilow the rod with the fame, impartiality as the 
wreath, as the good of tlie nation fliould be the only guide 
in his refearches. He believed the noble Lord in tne blue 
riband would not refufe to vote for the pro^u&ion.of aoj 
papers necelTary to the hiquiry ; but be would {jpeak confi- 
dently for himfelf, that he would vote for^ all papers that 
could 'tend to enable the Houfe to form a judgment on the 
conduft of the Board of Admiralty. 
Mr.Martin. Mr. Martitt having heard the London Gazette mentioned 
in the courfe of the debate, took that opportunity to com- 
plain, that when events of importance, were to be commo« 
nicatcd to the public, the Gazette made its apj^arance at fo 
late an hour, that people could not get an opportunity to 
gratify their honcft curiofity ; it was kept back he under- 
uood for the benefit of the publiflier i he wiflied that ibme 
regulation fhould be made, by which the printer of theGa* 
zette (hould be obliged to publifh his paper at an earlier hour 
whea he has matter of confequence to relate. 
Mr. Cour- "^r. Cowunay faid, he ©wn/cd hinptif one of thofc 'who 
«cnay- thought the noble Lord [Mulgrave] had fpoke in a 
flile of dcfpondency on a fqrmer occaiSon. The noble 
Lord's profeiRonal knowledge, his profeffional gallantry, 
very juftly gave his fentiments weight with the public : he 
had theretofore ventured to qontrovent the fa£ls and con- 
clufions which the noble Lord had deduced from them, to 
prove and account for the prefent inferiority of the Bridfli 
fleet to that of France^ The noble Lord had alledged, that 
France, by - great exertions, and applying her fiaances to 
that (ingle point, might always have a fuperior navy^ and 
that (he had one in the reigns of kii^g William and queeo 
Anne. But from whence did that temporary fuperioritj 
I arife } from the difgraceful and perfidious conduft of 

I Charles IL who had ufed every means to aggrandize the 

j naval power of France ; who had fupplied her with artificerS| 

who had furniflied her with the beft plans and models to im« 
prove her docks and to build h^r fbips. The fame impoli- 
I tic and ruinous fyftem we purfued during the ignominious 

\ reign of James II. whilft the navy of England, which had 

I been fo much reduced by the long continuance of the war with 

the Dutch, was fhamefully negle£ted. In this ftate^ kiog 
William found the Britim fleet on his acceffion to the 
Crown ; yet to prove the natural and fugerioi: refources of 

a thi» 
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this country, that-great monardi, in his fpecch to both Hou- 
fcji of Parliament, on the conclufion of the treaty of Ry fwick, 
aiierted that oar naval force was nearly double what it was at - 
his acceffion, whilft the French had nc^ encrie^fed^ theirs. 
One ftrong evidence that negligenoe and mifnianagemcnt 
alone can give France a naval fuperiority t . 

The noble Lord, to fupport his doftf ihe, had reverted to 
the war carried oci by France againft> the united force of 
England and Holland/ If this hiftorkal'faS was to hi ad- 
mitted as a proof of the neceffary ftij>eTioi?ity of the French 
navy, it tnigh^ as well be alledged, that as Holland had (in 
the corrupt reign of Charles II.) contended for the empire 
of the fea with France and England, therefore ihe might at 
prefent, by a vigorous eflfort, fit out a fuperior fleet to Eng- 
land alone* On a queftion of tjiis importance,Mr. Courtenay 
faid, there fhould not be lef^ a loop to hang a doubt on, 
thei^re, he fhould juft mention the confequences of the 
war in 1.747, when the navy of France was reduced to thirty 
three fhips of the line, and that of Spain to twenty-two, 
whilft that of England, at the conclufion of the war, con- 
fifted of one hundred and twenty fix fhips of the line. 

The noble Lord then« to prove his afTertion, fhould liave 
fhewn, that France poflfefled greater natural naval refources 
than this country. But in extent of coafl, in number of 
failbrs, in a more enlarged commerce^^ England had avow- 
edly the advantage. The queftion was then reduced to a 
^gfe point; whether thefe unrtviilled relburccs had been 
exerted to the ntmoft ? The onds prohandi lay with the noble 
Lord. If it appeared, that no more fhips could poffibly 
have been built, and that our fket Huferior to that of France) 
could not poffibly have been flrongcr; in that cafe, and in 
that cafe alone, .Mt. Courtenay faid, he wouM admit the 
force of the noble Lord's- argument ; but till that was^proved, 
beyond a poffibility of doubt, he would ever maintain the 
natural fuperiority of the Britifh navy, on which the honour, 
the glory, and the very exiftence of this country depended. 

The temporary fuperiority of the French navy in the reign 
of Louis XIV. arofe from accidental circumftances, and 
from our unwife and impolitic conduct during two fucceffive 
reigns. It rofe an aftonifhing inftance of the grandeur, 
power, and exertions of diat ambitious monarch. It grew 
and flojurifhed like a puny exotic, (contrary to the genius 
and nature of the foil) nurfed in the hot- bed of peace, but 
withered on being expofed to the tempeft of war ; not like 
this Britifh oak, the vigorous and hardy produ£tion of the 
ifie^ which ftrikei dee|k into tb^ eardi^ and derives ftabili.ty, 
... . . i^rmneis^ 
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"Rrvpiitfsy acid contexture, fibm the ftorm^ that; mmaces it 
.with cleftru£^ion. ' 

' jib if^B Amt bpi$ ahinmmqite ferro* 
The queftion was at iaft put upon the motion tor flie ad- 
journment ; which > on the fuggeftionof Lord North, was 
alttredfram Tuefd&y the 216^ to* Monday the 2f£kof Janu- 
ary ;. asd it was carried wtCfaoiQt a divifion. 

^' Byng. |V4r. By^ th^n moved for dt&harging the calling Grer the 
HoQfe on the 31ft of January, and itiakii^ m newr oitler far 
the calling on the 21ft. This motioi) was earned ifrithoot 
oppoihlon. And Mr. By ng gave notice^ that thoiq^ he had 
never before moved for a call of the Houicy vetoa the pre- 
fent occaiioo he wiAied to have it known abroad Aat the 
Houfe would certainly be called over on the zi^y and dtat the 
call ihould b^moft ferioufly enforced* 

Uf. Burke. Mr* Burki rofe to move far leave td preftnt a pbti^oo firom 
Mr. Ijency Laurens* This he prefaced wilh fotxiA peitineiit 
replies to what had been fuggefted from the oppo&te part of 
the Houfe, in rcTped to agieetng to aa inquiry being en- 
tered into relative to his correfpondcflce mxh E/r. FraAklin, 
wh^lKver an inquiry Ihould he made, reijpeftiiig the Firll 
Lord of the Admiralty. With greMt humour and pleafantrj 
he obfervedy that, however his conduA might aali for an 
inqmry , on account of his correfpondeilee with Dr. Franklin, 
heing deemed mifprifion of treafon, he cimld not' iuppoft it 
would be confidered of that national confe^e^ce with what 
w&s then immediately befani.thc Houfe; his correfpoodenoe 
with Dr. FrankUn, could not produce fuch fatal calamities as 
attended the itiifcoaduA of the naval department. JEIowcrer 
that might be, he prpmifed that no papei^ whatever fliould be 
with -he Id from theinfpe^ioiTof the Honlft, at any time thej 
1 fiiould think proper to demand them. He n^iflied thta might 

l>e as minutely -granted by the Firft Lord of the Admiralty. He 
then read the petition, and moved for leave to bring it up. 
This being complied with, and the petttten read by the eied:, 
^c moved that it &ould lie on the table. 

t-oidNoiih. hoxd North rofe. He faid, that howevejr Mr. LaurcM 
r Iv^o there ftated the complaint of unparallellcd rigour biing 

OieWn him in coniix^esnent, be believed diere was Ao fouoda* 
tion for fuch a complaints Indeed he might think itriimott( 
« to be at all confined. In refpe^t jto his enlargement, it was 
true, an indired! application had been n»ade to him, whidi 
he did not receive till Iaft night. So that it was^ impoifible 
to grant him that relief which his languid fitwatioa m\^ 
Tfqairc. There inuft:be'.a.pbopex time ta: coafider. «n tM 
. ' . ^ means, 
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tn^aDSJ^'^aind its neccflity. But as the honourable gentleoitn 
^^Mr. Burke) had pledged himlelf to prove the truth of this 
rigour, he ihould defer frying much more on th^t particular^ 
until the inquiry was made. It might then be neceflfary to 
have the Warden of the Tow«r before that Houfe* It would 
then appear whether Mr« Laurens had not informed him that 
he was perfefHy fatisfied with the treatment he had received 
in his cuftody* This was what had estpreilly appeared in a 
better read before that Houfe by a nobk Lord (Lord George 
Germain) who was then withdrawn. This letter was in 
confeqaence of an application being made to inquire into Mr* 
L.aurens's iituation. . For it had been fuggefled, that his 
treatment was peculiarly rigorous* 

The honourable gentleman had particularly complained of 
the cruel and impcditic treatment of Mr. Laurens. He did 
not know how they were to a& if the laws were not to be 
the ftandard of their actions* B^^fore the honourable gen* 
tleman could condemn the cQndu£^ of miniftry in this parti- 
'<^uUr, it was necefiary to prove, wherein they had afled 
'contrary to the laws. 

Mr. £urke rofe in reply. He faid, that the noble Lord m,. Barke. 
was not fuch a child as to fuppofe he would enter into asn in- 
quiry how fj^r the proceedi^s in the Tower were juftifi- 
iftble. He fliould not enter into the ri£Oroiif proceedings of 
that difgraceful prifoni nor fliouId h^oniider how far they 
wtrc to be countenanced bf law. He fhould onlv confider 
bow far that power was extended beyond the line of prudence 
and humanity. In refpe£t to his haying pledg;ed himfelf to 
the Houie to prove every particular complaint of Mr. 
Laurens^s treatment, did the noble Lord imagine he meant 
to attempt what was in itfelf fo impracticable ) No : He 
coilild not pretend to prove every particular of rigorous pro- 
ceeding within thofe walk. It was impoiiible. He there- 
fore wiflied it might be underftood, that all he meant was, 
Nnrhatever had been alledged before^ or fet forth in that Peti- 
tion, then lyine on the table» he would bring fuch evidence 
as (hould teftity the authenticity of the whoje. Nothing 
had been advanced refpeding Mr. Laurens, either by him* 
felf or others^ but what vouchers fhould be brought ia vin<« 
dication of its truth. 

The noble Lord had faid, that before he reprol^ated the 
condcfiS: of miniftry, in being cruel and impolitic in their 
treatment of Mr. Laureos, it wa» neceiTavy to prove, wherein 
they bad departed from the tenor of the i»ws. Thus far 

yoL.V- Gg Jie 
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he muft differ in opinion with the noble Lord, One part of 
what he had alledged, was by the prcfentation of that Peti- 
tion brought to ilfiic. He had been accufed of rcprefcnting 
circumflances of harlh, impolitic meafures in rcfpcft to Mr. 
Laurens, whichwerc abfolutely falfe. It wasfaid thathehim- 
felf would not complain of fuch treatment. For he had de- 
clared to others, of his perfcft fatisfaAion in his confinement 
as a prifoner* This declaration was now brought to iiTue. Mr. 
Laurens had himfelf complained in fuch a manner, as proved 
this aflcrtion to be falfe, and what he had before aflcrted of 
his ulage to be true. Therefore nothing now remained, but 
to prove the ^ad policy of ufing.the Prefident of the Ameri- 
can Congrefs with (uch an uncommon fcvcrity. The noble 
Lord had fought refuge for his condu£t in the fanftuarj of 
the laws. But furcly he knew better than to apply this to 
his prefent conduft. He was a logician, and could per- 
ceive the difference between the juftifying an adson nccef- 
farily lawful, and abfolutely impolitic, although fanflified 
by that authority. A matter might be lawful, but not, 
therefore, expedient. There was a material diftindion. 
He would maintain a circumftance to illuflrate his poiition. 
Suppofing the noble Lord had a mine which produced him an 
immenfe income, that the management of this mine depended 
on the fole governance of one man who might owe him ten 
pounds, would the noble Lord conlider it policy in him to 
arreft this man ? Lawful it certainly was. But would he 
prove it expedient ? He certainly would not, unlefs he chofc 
to fuffer the deftruflion, perhaps the annihilation of his pof- 
fcff-on. 
LordNorth. Lord North rofe in reply to Mr. Burke. He pbfcrv- 
ed the honourable gentleman had faid, that of the feveral 
points, one was already brought to iffue. He begged leave to 
differ in opinion. All that cduld be faid in its favour was, 
that Mr. Laurens had really com (lamed of very fevcre and 
unprecedented hardfliips, arifing from the mode and nature 
of his prefent confinement. The troth of it flill remained 
to be proved. For from what had already appeared before 
that Houfe, there was as ftrong a prefumption to credit the 
knity as the rigour of his fituation. Until either of thcfe 
were proved to be true or falfe, neither of the contraries could 
properly be faid to be at iffue. 

In regard to the bad policy of confining Mr. Laurens as 
a prifoncr of ftate, inftead of a prifoner of war,, the honour- 
able gentleman had related a circumftance of arrefting a ne- 

• ccflary 
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[relTary fervant for ten pounds* He would aver there wa» 
no (imilarity in the circumilances. The neccflity of the 
one was difpenfible, the other indifpehlible. Mr. Laurens 
was confined from the requifition of law and circumftances, 

Mr, Alamfield faid, there was ao poffibility of committing Mr. Manf. 
Mr. Laurens, but under the denomination of a ftate prifoner: field. 
For if we had treated him as a prifoner of war, he would 
long ere this have been in full enjoyment of his liberty. 
Would not this have been impolitic, to have placed him in 
the pofleffion of that for which he is now confined. It was 
therefore not only lawful, but ncccffary, to confine him as 
a criminal : So that, notwithftanding what the honourable 
gentleman had faid in regard to the neceflity for the noble 
Lord renewing annually an aft in fupport pf Mr. Laurens* 
confinement, it was quite otherwifc. 1 here is no fuch ne- 
ceffity. Policy, law, and juftice united in confining Mr, 
Laurens as a prifoner of ftate, and not a prifoner of war. 

Mr, Burke was rifing to reply, when the queftion was 
called ; and the petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

The following is a copy of the above petition. 

5o the Right Honourable Charles Wolfran Cornwall Speaker^ 
and the Honourable the Hovfe of Ccmmohs, 

The Reprefentation and Prayer of Henry Laurens, a 
native of South Carolina, fome time recognized by the 
Britijfh Commiflioncrs in America, by the ftyle and title 
of his Excellency Henry Laurens, Prefident of Con- 
grcfs, now a clofe prifoner in the Tower of London, 

Moji refptBfully fheweth^ 

That your reprcfenter for'many years, at the peril of hfs 
life and fortune, evidently laboured to preferve and ftreiigthen 
the ancient friendfhip between Great-Britain and the Colo- 
nies; and that in no inftance he ever excited, on either fi^de^ 
the difjentions which feparated them. 

That the commencement of the prefent war was a fubjeft 
of great grief to him, in as much as he forefaw and foretold, 
in letters now ex cant, tht diftrcffes which both countries ex- 
perience at this day. 

That in the rife and progrefs of the war, he extended ev^ry 
aft of kindnefs in his power to perfons called Loyalifts and 
Qpietiffs, as well as to Britilh prifoners of war ; very ample 
proofs of which he can produce. 

G g 2 That 
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That he was captured on the American coaft, firft haded 
upon American ground, where he faw exchange of Britidi and 
American prifoners in a courfe of negotiation ; and that lucK 
exchange and enlargements upon parole are matuaUy aod 
daily praftifcd in America. 

That he was committed to the Tower on the 6th of Ofto- 
ber, 1780, being then dangeroufly ill ; that in the m^an time 
he has, in many refpcfts, particularly by beini2[ deprived 
(with very little exception) of the vifits and contblations of 
his children, and other relations and friends, luffered under 
a degree of rigour almoft, if not altogether, unexampled in 
modern Britifh hiftory. 

That from long confinement, and the want of propter ex- 
ercife, and other obvious caufes, his bodily health is greatly 
impaired, and that he is now in a languifhing ftate ; and. 

Therefore, your reprefenter humbly prays your Honours 
will condefcend to take his cafe into confideration ; and, un- 
der proper conditions and reftri£tions, grant him enlargcmenr, 
or fuch other relief, as to the wifdom and benignity of youp 
Honours fhall feem fitting. 

HENRY L AURENS, 

Tower of London, Dec. i, 17 (x. 

Adjourned to the 2Qth of January. 



January 20, 1782. 

The Houfe met agreeable to their adjournment,^ and after 
the private bufmefs was gone through,- the order for the call 
of the Houfe was read, and the Houfe called over accocd* 
ingly. The defaulters were ordered to attend on the 31ft. 

January a I* 

There not being one hundred members prefent to proceed 
to a ballot for a committee on «q . eleSion^caufe, tho 
Houfe adjourned, 

January 7jl. 

Adjourned for the fame reafon. 

January 23. 

Mr. Fos. After the ballot Mr* F9x rofe^ to move for the inquiry 

into the conduct of the Firft Lord of Uip Admiralty. The 

X honourable 
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honouraMts gentleman began with faying^ that he was (>er- 
feftljr convinced of the difficulty of the undertaking, and 
alfo of the fi^neral impropriety of rnftituting an inquiry intx> 
the condu£l of men ihtrufled with the powers and inflaenoe 
of Government, It was always ineligible an«l at times daife* 
gerous, for the mca, intrufted with the powers of the Adini- , 
niftration, had it in their power to rife foperior to the iaif 
potence of inquiry, however jaft; and by means of the iiiK 
fluence and the ftrength of office were able to crufh the cf^ 
forts of thofe who endeavoured to expofe th^it mifcondnft. 
Gentlemen were therefore averfe from the inftitutioaof in- 
quiries, and they were feidom made, becaufe they were feb- 
dom produ£Vive of advantage to the public. In fuch an in«* 
quiry the evidence was in the hands of the perfbn accufed; 
they had it in their power to manage it as they pleafed, atid 
without the evidence of office, it was not to be expedvd that 
any benefit could arifc from inquiry. 

That influence therefore, exerted in favoar of a miniftet 
to be accufed, o^ght to deter any man from accnfing a per- 
fon fo (hielded, fo proteftedw But of all the minifters in thi^ 
cabinet there was not one more formidable, perhaps not'* 
one fo formidiablc from influence, as the Eari of Sandwich : 
his fituation gave him the inftuencc'bf a whole profeffion ; aa 
a cabinet minifter, he of courfe would find himfelf fttpported 
by the influence of his colleagues; but Lord Sandwich had*^ , 
indepetidcnt of thefe two (barces of influence, another, which 
though not equal to that of the Crown, was a powerful ad- . 
dition to it ; and with it, fufficient to crufh any member 
who fiiould bring charges againft him ; this influence he de** 
riv^d from the Eaft India Company. 

It was eafy then to forefee that he was about to undertake 
an arduous tafk indeed. But with all this he Was ready and 
prepared to encounter in this cafe ; at the fame tinne that he 
was convinced that this was not the way which, in more vir> 
tuous and vigorous times, a fubjeft of this fort would be ta- 
ken up. He was convinced that, as a prelude to an inquiry^ 
he ought to move for an Addrefs to the King, to remove 
the Earl bf Sandwich from his councils. If there was nervp^ 
honefty, and independence in that Houfe, that would be the 
. mode in which they would fet about this btrfittefs; but the 
evil cfftfts of th(it influence which he had mentioned were, 
that they had t)oifoned the underftgbdlng as well as the heart 
of that Houfe. Gentlemen forg6t what was right atxd ne* 
Ccflary, and adopted^ with thtir eyes ojpco/ what was wrong 

and 



•nd nugatory : fuch was the ^»^'' °/trconvincc them tb:: 

would It an idle attempt to e"^^*^?^ arftinaion between a 

there was a manifeft and an «=flf."",tn 5 cenfure. G^^^^ " 

rooiioo of removal, and an '"'P^''^*^"'" for an addrefs toK- 

««cn had adopted an idea, that to ro°'y j^ ^as to conde^^ 

more a miniSer, was to aft ""/^'^^Vto proceed to pafe^.^" 

» ftryant of the public unheard, ana ]" J defence- >^- 

rencc without allowing him to make his more foodij 

t»»iog could be moreaVurd, •«°'-*' f^v^t it prevaacd, to 

-»h«n this idea ; but he wondered n°^. *%clvcs. Being "^^ 

«>tnift,r» entertained the fame idea ^j^fTforfuch now ^"^ 

**r Jefs property than official emolument , feUrics^'! 

• *»<r cxiVavVgant incomes of P^*S^°"Tvate eftates ; they clcn| 

c/ouocurs muft be fopcrior to their P^^^^fo^ch and wluab! 
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vant, and an able minifter; fbf in every government, there 
muft be a confidence repofed in thefervants of the^Crown by 
the people ; or elfe the bufinefs of the ftate can never be car- 
ried on with any degree of fuccefs : and though the people 
fhould be whimfical and capricious in their diflike of any rai- 
nifter, yet it never could be confonant to found policy to 
keep him in office againfl the opinion and wifhes of the peo- 
ple. The public had long fince withdrawn their confidence 
from Lord Sandwich, (if he indeed ever had been honoured 
with it) and therefore for this rcafon alone, if not one of the 
thoufand others he could urge, exifled, he ought to be re- 
moved : He trufted, therefore, that' he (hould hear no more 
of the injuftice and hardfhip of removing a minifter, without 
having firfl: given him a fair triaU Holding it therefore as a 
general principle of policy, that a motion of removal wa$ 
_the proper (lep to be taken, and prudentially deeming an in- 
quiry, as he had already declared, to be not the mofl fit mea« 
fure to be taken with a minifler while in place ; fuch was the 
fituation of affairs, and fuch the late miiconduft and ill fuc- 
cefs of our naval force, that he felt himfelf obliged, under 
all the difficulties, the obvious difficulties that would attend 
his endeavours, to be himfelf the mover of an inquiry into 
the conduft of the Earl of Sandwich. Thus knowing and 
avowing what was right, he was about to do what he had 
declared to be wrong, at leafl wrong in fome degree. From 
what the noble Lord in the blue riband had faid before the 
reccfs, when gentlemen talked of the Firfl Lord of the 
Admiralty, ** that they could only accufe hinti before the in- 
quiry, but would not charge him with the fame crimes after- 
wards"---it would be expcftcd, that thenoble Lord fhould 
himfelf be the firfl man to bring on the inquiry. It was very 
true that he ought to do fo. But he was not difpleafed that 
he had not done it, for if it had been taken up by that noble ' ^ 
Lord, he fhould have believed that it would be condufted, as. 
every thing was condufted which he took in hand, with fraud 
or imbecility ; and that it would be calculated cither to do 
nothing, or to do mifchief. There was however one thing ' 
which would be naturally expedted from the noble Lord, af- 
ter fo much boafling and gallantry ; that he fhould give to 
the Houfe the means of a full and fair invcfligation of the 
conduft of the Admiralty. ' If he denied the neceffary intel- ^ 
ligence ; if he withheld papers ; and flarved the trial ; the 
Hoofe would then fay, that he, and not the perfons who at- 
Itacked Lord Sandwich; hazarded expreffions w^ich he could 

not 
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iiot prOYt, and was boMer ia giving the cl^llef^e than li 
fighting the battle. It had been faid of the oppolitioa, ao^ 
it was a charge of which they muft clear tbemfel ves, that tbcj 
brought on the inquiry^ in order to prtTerve the Earl of Saod* 
wich in his place ; for that if the oppoficion bad not ftron 
lo turn htna out, he would have been fo long Before this tttse, 
Thk was a very curious chaige. Tboy had been -faid to k 
in league with Dr. Franklin^ wkh the Americ&as, ^sd eveii 
with the French and Spaniards. They were charged with 
baving contributed to the tndependcDce of America ;— but 
all this was nothing in conopetitfon with the charge whid 
was now alledged againft them ; that they were in leagoe 
with the arch-eneniy who had robbed us of fo much valuable 
dominion— the dommioa of the o«ean« Better would it be f<» 
. Great Britain were they to have fupported America, France, 
Spain, and Holland, than to have linked with the prefcot 
miniftry, without whofe v^oiform aid Dr. FraakUn mi^t 
have been wife. General Wafiiington brave, Maurepas, De 
Sartine, and Monfieur de Caftres, vigilapt| crafty, and po- 
litic, America firm, the Houfe of Bourbon full tyf reiburccs, 
of vigour and of energy, and Holland proved a. powerful allf 
to the Houfe of^ Bourbon in vain ! The honourable gentle- 
man fpoke particularly to this point. It wat faid^ not hj 
the gea'^lemen with whom he had the honour to a£t, but bj 
Itbe very men, who, in cafis of t.divifion, ^ould vote in f&« 
Vour of the Earl of Sandwich, that there was an obftinaqr 
Ibmewhere^ that would oppofe whaicver was undertaken of 
fuggefted by the gentlemen in 0|^po&tioA« That J^ord Sand- 
wich would have been turned out of place, had not oppofi* 
liondeiired it; and that whatever plan was in agitatitui, if 
it were a wife one, and approved of by that fide of the Honf^ 
it would be inftantly altered ; if it wis a bad one, and coo- 
demaed, it would be perfevered in, and executed. He cavii 
not tell whether there was fuch a fpirit of obftinac^ in exift* 
ence or not ; but he knew that thofe men, who in their hearti 
delired to fee the Earl of Sandwich out of place, and who 
lincerely thought him incapable of holding it with honour^ 
or even with fafety to his country, and yet came down to thr 
Houfe and voted tp fave him, were too bad for any fbcietji 
much lefs for the important truft whichthey held, of Tq>ic- 
ienting a free people. It proved to him the truth of that de- 
claration which the Houfe made on the 6th4)f April, lytot 
that the influence of the Crown had increaied, was inciei* 
fing, and ^ght iso be dimiDiflied. But be defirol it to h 

under- 
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uiul^Efiood and belieted^ that tisoogb th^y bmwht on' the 
queftiofi for an inquiry into the coadoA of the firft lord of 
tlie Amiralnr, they had no intention of fixing him in his 
ieat ; if he iooiild be (ecured by their endeavours to turn him 
out, they couM only lament that obftinacy which they had it 
not in their power to fiibduei 1 hey did their duty in warn- 
iQg their country of the conlequences of his adminifiration of 
our naval affairs ; they fpoke of his repeated errors and crimes, 
i^xpofed them to view,- and endeavoured to procure his dif- 
charge; aiui they did this in the honeft and upright intention 
of faving the empire from the further efivds of his miferable 
fyftem. He I)e^d therefore, that it might not bo impu« 
ted to them, ^at they wUhed to fix them in his feat ; nothing 
wa^ farther from their intention, and he trufted that thofe 
gentlemen who had fpoken as he had feid, and who wiihed 
for the copd of t^eir country, that the Earl of Sandwich was 
f emoved from office, woqld now be honeft enough to hold 
the fame language ^within doors that they held without, and 
^& with the fame vigour that they (poke. 

T^ hofiourable gentleman now proceeded to the matter of 

the inquifyibe faid that it natundly was divided into two 

di^ii^lijead^; tl^one wheiberithe firft lord of the Admi-' 

ralty had tl^, means of procuriog a navy equal to the occa- 

iianf of tl|e ^(^.; and fecoDdly, whether he liad employed the 

force .iffhich h^ i^a^lly .Wi. to the neceffary fervices with wif- 

dom and ability* . As to. th^ firft, he did not mean to introi- 

duce it^into t^^iiyqwy; four though it was very tru^ that 

there were many opcaiio/is, An which he could prove that the 

firft Iof4 oflt^e AdmtraUy hadnegleded his duty in this re- 

fy^'^9 y^%i fi^ i^ w.Q^id reqUitrp.ibflbuch detail of p oof, and 

bring . torwaFid fo vmaay office* witndres,^ witneifes all under 

tlie patronagQ^9f.|h^^i\oble Lord l^imf^f, he did not wifh to 

lead, tl}erH()ure.^Q/^lMs.^p4HM£' the fiibjed. If the inquiry 

was to be conti^ired fyr lb great a length of time as would 

necpilarily be requirt4 for gping into that part of the fuhjefV, 

h^ ikvv no.prphability of.geiitUmen giving it attention.-f^ 

There Wf^s,^p-iqdi^rence in 'that JHoufe almoft invincible; 

and 4^eroface. the oniy.pxo^^Si that he tould have of the in* 

quiry^s being regarded was» that it would not be tedious nor 

WXjA^^kUg.' If the £rft confideration was taken up it rouft 

be fo : Ther^ would be great difficulty in afcertaining the 

fa£ls^ aufi the Houfe- would be obliged frequently to refort 

to opinion ao(d fpeculation on 'Which it would not be faiv to 

group^ cenfvre OT/punifliment. But though he di4 not take 

-up this part of ^h^^ question, bt begged thai no^tleman 

XouV. Hli ? ir#ui 
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HfDrid fB jppa fe tkthtdwqghttheii'ftfcifJ dT Ac AAntfrity 

Icfs criminal hetc lliaa under the fecood htad} lie wtf ^oa- 

. vinced of the caattwry. Hiere ivert ifiasy egrq;f0O9 ftriti, 

. aod fuch as every c eml e Hi ap, tvheiiier intiniate wit!l naval 

tnaticrt or not mnft fMj conprekefid* 

The navy of thia country irat oonCeflMly ImuieqBate to 
our oocaiions. It was not die qncftiM^ whtlher ft waaeqml 
to the navy which Lord Hawke left wheti he «vcM out dfof- 
iice, though he couid prove that the ^fleet, at the fteoBd 
year of the war, was ndt nearly eqoal to tiiat i>F tke year 

> 7 S9 » b^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^M ^f ^^ French and S{ianift 
Bavv that the compoiriibii wght «o be made, tt was tiit docj 
of the firil lord dF tbe Admiralty to prepaid a fleet nbfe to 
cope wxdi diatof the enemy, whatever it migtit be; and 
Vrhen he fafW equiponents going on in the French aod S^nifii 
marine, it was hb bafisds, and it was hi« iiAdifipa!^&Ie duly 
to take the alanti^ and exert the poweni of thlt'ieountry for 
onr defence* WouM any man venture tb fiqf tihat the ttieaiu 
had been denied him } would any man venture^o llander tht 
Honfe of Cooimom arith ^ charge of parJiinony ^ ftrelj 
Hone would. It midht faf^ and aruly be iftipiited to tfatm 
ifaat they h»l beenlivafh and wa^afa^ in cifes w f t eia, ex- 
pence was not wanted, or w4ere if #aa imprcH^; bat no 
man would fay of tbem'ihatthey had bteeri (^m0m^&^ nar* 
row ; that they bad denied oiefcil <\Mis, '6f ^^Apfitjdtbe nt- 
ccflary fervice« As the nation had Ikk all the' lUfnffinps d 
fatravagance, it aig^t cerCaialy have . been ^xpeded' diat 
tbey fliould have reaped alfo icMne of the benenta, This^ 
however, had not bean the caft. The Earl of Sandwidi ^ 
procured lavifli giants,*- he4iaddit command of the mtibnal 
purfe, but he had finled CO- provide for hk dwxttrf a fiett 
equal to the neckties bf die ftaite, or e^iia) to ^^ Hrength 
cf the enemy. He had faid, hdaitvair, - tibat he did not mean 
to ^ into ^is branch of ibe qncMon. llie examinations 
which it would require, would be inlrickl^ • fbe accounts 
given hy men in t>mce would be iHiimct5giMe 10 many gen- 
^emen, and would be rendered oUcore to atl^ by means of 
the artifices of the Admiral^. He H^th^ed to cdbfin^ t3ie 
inqiairy to that which every gentleman wouU be competent 
to dafcufs, and he promifed me Houie %hat ^ereaNmU bt 
ample matter tar difcuiiton. The brainch <^ tiie aueftion 
then to which he wiflied to cad^l their attention Was, Whether 
the firft kird of die Admirahry • had 4(hre^d the force of thii 
country^ with wifitom and efiedt, to th^ iiecrill>y fXjpl&s of 
the war. Before^ iie^ prooecded 40 thia be muft clesrt jl littfe 
i a* • ground. 
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groondU A doubl h^d beeo viM afaoni the nature «id ore 
tent of rerponiibility : knowing, and believing, that all hb 
Mjye&yV minifters were gttiUjr of the difiatmberiDent of the 
cmpice,, and of the calamiiies with which wc were furrouod-f 
ed : u wait ta hioi a matter of indifference on whom the cor < 
ieqQeace$ of the inquiry fhould lights whether it fliould*. 
the. firft lord of the Admiralty, or the firft |errd of %iu 
Tre^uryu or mi either or aU o£ the Secretaries of Sta{e. Up 
thought them all guilrf* ^^f^ fmiibamn% could i|pt fail t^ 
De jijA,( if it fell on oith^r ; hot he jauft pay fiegsud to tfas 
cc»ftitutioo« Chir conftltotioo then pointed out the particuUs 
mixufter who was bound to give advice to his Sovereign in nscm 
val concerns, and who was conieqaently refponfible for navai . 
meafures,^ That minifter was the firft lord of the Admiralty^ 
A fiibalterit comcniffianftr of th«l Board, and which he once 
tiad the honour btmrclf to be, would be bound, if he fhould 
receive an order frooka fecretary of ilEate, t^ fend a numbcis 
f^ ib^s, with a particular ooBHaandsr, on any given e^cpe^ 
dition, to execute diat order ftriSly »d btera!^, without 
prefuoilug to ex»mUie the propriety Of the wifdom of the 
mcafurc. He could i^ argue on the point, becaufe he 
had not the means of judging. He kfiew 9et the grounds of| 
which the order was made. He knew not the iiiteUigcncey 
and he oi^ht not to know it, nor the fa£U, nor the arguments^ 
nor the reaibning on which it bad hten adopted by the ca«^ 
binetw It was theKeibrehis immediate dufiy to obey the mao*' 
date; but If the order had been &nt by the fanae fecreury o£ 
ftate to the tirii lord of the AdmiraUy , the cafe was very dif^r 
frrent» He., as well as the fecretary, was a ceunfellof of the 
King, and he knewj or ougfit to know alL the grounds oia 
whicn the ocder was made. If^ therefo^ ka^witig thefe 
giouads, he di^pproved of the n^aft»re ; if he considered it 
as jncoovenient oe danprous, it was his duty, and he was; 
bound to difobey it.* It was a pow^ necel&ry to his oiBce,' 
to exercife his difcretion in every mea&Fe which he exccutedj, 
iince withoist difcretion there could be no rc{{)onfibiltty» 
This was the true conftitutional doArine, and it was this; 
wfaids would give 6rmneis a^d ftability to our government, 
if left un/hacUed by influence. But it was no woeder, thac 
aooble Lord (Lord Ululgravc) ihould, by the circumflaoces 
of his fituation, his iriendfhip, his familiarity, and other 
reaCbns, be apt to confound the ^miniller with the fabalteco, 
and %>eak with (bme confufion on the f^lyeft of refponfibtiity^ 
fioce he mighty tbot^h only an inferior loid of that Boai^. 

H h 2 (^pcy 
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hncj himfelf^ ia the Homk of Ohntnonsj^ the prime sQiiiifter 
of the Admiralty. • 

The hpnourable geotkmap now entered into an ennmen- 
tion of the inftsincet of mifmanagenient of our naVy, wfikb 
had occurred in the coarfe of the laft five years^ by whicH 
the Houfe woutd (ee tl^hat were the particatar poiirti to 
which he nieant 'to call their attention in die proofed eo* 
quiry. This ht did with that hiftorical precifidn s|bdacca« 
racy for which h^ is remari^ed, banning with the oom- 
m^ioenieBt of hoftilities between this country anA France, 
and tracing the naval niinifter through all tlie feriet of lui 
tneafures year by ye^i*. We caiknot'prefnme to f(dl6w him 
with cbrrefiinefs. Ht faid, that as'ekrly as die year 177' 
his Majefty's niinifters muft have ' AippOfed :diac France 
would' interfere in bur contdft vkh'Anierici, He took this 
for granted, becaufe at fb early a date the}^ applied to fats 
honourable friend. Admiral Keppel^' to know whether be 
would take upon hino an imporunt ilaysd coi6mand« From 
this application he colkded the circoinf&ncc of their appft- 
hc^nfion of a'French war, becaoie knowing the (entiosents of 
that great adiniral on the fubjeft of the American qtieftion, 
they could not prefunie to offer him an appointment to fight 
againft th6 Americans* He did -not mean bv laying, ^st 
becaufe aidmiral Keppbl would not fight agamft the Ame- 
ricans, thofe officers were gulUy who had accepted of com- 
hiands againft them. God forbidl Many pliant gendemen 
had' been employed in that fervice from miftaktn principles 
of discipline, and fomie from an early cbhyiAion of the redi- 
tude or otir caufe. He only meant to' fay, that admiral 
Keppel, with his fentimenis on that quefiioh,' Vould have 
been unpardonable if he had accepted of a command. The 
miniftry then knew fo early as 1776, that the Frencli wodd 
interfere, and frob that moment at leaft, if not before, thcj 
OJght to have begun their equipments to a^ with "dectfioQ 
againft France in the beginning of the war. At that times 
very worthy and induftrious friend of his, Mr, T* Lnttfdl, 
knowing that the iirft thing' a ftatefman had to do, before he 
embarks in a war, is to examine whether his means are fufS- 
cient for carrying it on, naoved in his place, that the nary 
of England in its' then ftate, was inadequate to the exigencies 
of the empire. This motion, Mr. rox faid, he hvl the 
honour to I'ecohd ; but, though obvioufly roun\lcd in tm*h, 
it was rejcfted by a majority : niinifters then boafted of die 
formidable and ft ill growing ftate of the navy, and parlia- 
ment 




A. 1782. D E B A T E S, 

mept aodl die nation at large were given to underftand, that 
wc aftuatly had, at that time^ a naval force equal to every 
TpoAdie exigency of the ftate. At the fame time the Houfe 
Was told from the Treafury Bench, that if it were not the 
cafe, it would be impolitic and dangerous to publifh it to the 
world. What truth there was in (uch affertions experience 
fboTi pointed pijt, and the public found th^t the affertions of ^ 
ininiftersi and the flattering picture drawn by them of the 
pavy of England, were illuilve. For fo far had a noblq 
lord in office gone (Mulgrave)^ that in the prefent fei&on of 
Parliament he had aflerted not only that we were inferior to 
the French at fea; but that it was in the nature of things 
abiblutely impoffible that we (hould be equal to her, when-* 
ever fhe (houtd turn her thoughts entirely to her marine : 
here the lUulidn ended ; and here we were undeceived hf 
minifters; the motion he alludecl to, had this tendency, to 
inake minifters refleft before hand, and confider the ftcength 
of France and England, before we (hould break- with the 
French ; and after they fhould have, by mature deliberation, 
difeovcred what moil be their x)wn Inferiority in a coateft 
with America, and France united, to perfuade them to make 
peace with America, and, by fo doing, either prevent the 
war with France, or be enabled to bring our whole force 
agaioft her, and crufh her navy at a blow* If this had been- 
done, that country, ufed to be ftiled the Britifh empire ia 
Aqi'^rica, might be perhaps independant, but it would not 
Eave been French. 

But the circumftance td which he wifhed to allude in this 
matter was the bold concraft which there was in the language 
6f gentlemen on the oppoiite fide of the Houfe. In 1770, 
before we went to war, it was declared to be impolitic and 
dangerous to fay that our navy was inferior to that of the 
enemy, even if It ifaould really be fo, we muft not venture 
tofpeak the truth. But in 1781, a member of the Board of 
Admiralty declares in the face of the whole world, during 
tiie fourth year of a war with France and Spain, that our 
navy was not only inferior, btit that it muft neceflarily be 
inferior to that of the enemy, at all times when the enemy 
pleafed* The gentlemen in oppofition were blamed for giv- 
ing improper intelligence to the enemy in the year 1776.— 
The noble Lord of the Admiralty was no doubt praifed for 
giving them intelligence in the year 1781. It was danger- 
i)us before we went to war to tell the French and Spaniards 
what W^ thought of our force— It was pcrfeftly fafc to in- 
form 
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fann them of it when wt were involved with thc^aVdfiir- 
roundeJ in a nianner unprecedented in Englifii bSmrj* The 
noble Lord talked of the defpondency of not looking^ our auf- 
fortunes in the face t but mark the difftrence of the noble 
L<>rd*s condu£t aiid h s words ;^We qnuft not look our misfor- 
tuaesin the face, nor examine our fituation with fteady, rtib- 
lute mindii when examination would be advantageoQ^teGrafe 
leafonable ; when by examination we might have preventd 
^ the calamities that enfued ; but we muft exanunc and pnb- 
(fh our weaknefs to all the world, nay, we mufi go oot of 
the way, and without being called or Elicited, inroxoi oor 
enemies at the very moment when they arc ready to atUickui 
in every quarter of the world, that we are inferior to tbenii 
and muft be fb. It feemed all the way through the pefeat 
•drntnift^tion^.that the minifters, as if thev had been reailf 
the ftrvants of France, "thought only of the beff aieaos of 
involying us in wars, but took no pains to bring' qs qiA 
of them again. They kept their weaknefs concealed tSI 
it was too late for the people to know it^ and tl|em tiiey 
were the firft themfelves to reveal it. 

But they knew fo early as 1776 of the approaching Aflie- 
lican war^ and that we fliould have occauon to prepare for 
the rupture with all the induftry^ ikill, an<f zeal wLich we 
could exert. How did thciy do this ? They fent all tke fri- 
gates of England to the American (eas, for the great national 
purpofe of oeftroylng the American trade. This was aa ob» 
fix fo much at heart, that they not only fent all their fri- 
gates to America., leaving the European feas totally uopio- 
vided with fmalT (hips, but they alfo employed the line of 
battle (hips during tlic whole of the winter ot 1778 ia cruia- 
ing, for the purpofe of making captures of American traders; 
even in^he very moment when the treaty was %ning.betvtta 
France and. America, were the large Ihips of Sritain tofing 
about in the ieas^ encountering all tKe dangers and uijuries 
ofwintcr ftorms, for the fake of pitlaging Americaa crafu 
* What was the confcquence ? they were torn to pieces j and 
in the beginning of the campaign, when Admiral Keppel 
went down to take upo» him the command of the grand 
fteet, he found but fix fliips ready for fea, although it was 
a well known notorious faft, that the Earl of sandwich 
had, in his place in the Houfe of Feers^ declaredfonae weeks 
before, tiiat there were between thirty and forty line of biit- 
fle fliips ready for fea. This plan or cruizing m the winter, 
kad been the faVounte tn^aTurc ofhisMajefty'iihiQiilcrs, and 

and 
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and had eoritri&Dted' fAore thaa nny thing dfe ^ rfie laleneft 
of alloor expe^ttons, by which we had dwRys been behind 
%a6d wkh the enemy; ftir the confequence was, that from 
the dttXM^get which they fuftained, and which w^ere almoft 
inleparafcle from a Channel cruize, they were fent into dock 
to be repaired, at a rinoe when it became knmvn th^it the 
French were arming as fnft as poflible : had tiiefe Yhips been 
in readmeis, wWcfc they might have been, if they had not 
betn employed in a fervke that oiight properly to have been 
]ierfoFmed ky frigates; we might have infifted that the French 
IhovM have inmiediately difarmed, or we might have fallen 
upon them before they were prepared ; and fo have cruHted 
them before they would hare been able to ftrike a blow. 

This was the caufe of that fliameful deficiency which M^ 
«iral Keppd fotmd[when he went down in March, 1778, 
ftfld'fglind only fix ^fiiips of the line fit for fea. Thus to ufe 
ancxprefSoA towWdi hcfuppofed the AdttJiraky Would not 
c^jeo^ " a glotioiis opportunity was lott* of ftriking an cf- 
Ibftual blow at tf»e French navy, and crufliing them by a 
decifive ftroke in the infancy of the war. For had Admi- 
ral Keppel been fent to fea with his fquadron at an early pe- 
riod of the ciampaigfe, what might not Ikivc been- theconfe- 
queiace? infft^ird of thisi *ic Vtas detained as if ihh fiiithful 
fervantof tte'KiiigirfTfance, «ie'Firft Lord of tjie Admi- 
ralty, was waftthft tftt 'the f re^idh were ready x.6 meet us^. 
Then, and not till then, he feiitAdmii^al Keppel to Tea with 
twenty fhips to fight twenty-feve», an odds fo formidable, 
at in fa!a ro ^danger the v^rf- exiftence ^f the empire. 
Wken he fiitled with twenty fli^s, he wks gi^en to under* 
ftamf Iftat his force was fiaptri^r'to anV ^thafl^the enemy had 
to briiig againft hitoj and *eii^?v*6tT them j 'bitt: what was 
bii^ dRfappofatihei;rti ^at» mtfft"^hfaVe teen his indfgnatioti, 
at findittg that the enemy j co^ntrary fo fcis Jtxpeftatkms^ Jiad 
twenty* ft ven fail of th^ liiic at fea? l>cre they impofed on 
their commander; bfat it wks their vanity in having a fleet 
HI the Channel, that fnadethem itnpofe upon him : had they 
been a« diligetn as they we**e vain of this parade, they rnighti 
h^Vi: had ?5i fuffieiettt ftri;^ tinder Admiral Keppd, to hj^vc' 
deftrpyedthe- French nivy at a bk>w;-^nd thoi have pre-' - 
vented ilH"^?he difgriscc^ add difafters th^ have fincc l>c- 
fal!*n tjSy ' • ' 

•Tffc'frytelligertce of the-etjmpment of a fquadron at Totilm 

hiSt reSched'thSs country -forae months before that ^tjuatfron 

wsif'reajjy^ W <^y^ #«« known |kew that forte pertcmt tyf 

« ^' * " ^ jt diflinfttoli 
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diftioAion were to embark in it as pafkagcts : this and a 
variety of other circuaiftaoces pointed oat beyond a dovbti 
that America was the quarter to which this armament wu 
dcflined : and yet though all England knew this; fthoo^ 
the preparations were public during the months erf -January, 
February, March and April, yet not a iyllable of this had 
|)een fent to I«ord Howe in America till the middle of Jua^ 
at leaft the difpatches were dated the 6th of May. Nay, 
ib far had the roinifters been from giving lord Howe notice 
of his danger, before the date of thefe difpatch^ that they 
had even (ent him orders to detach a part of his force to the 
Weft-Indies He was juft preparing to execute this order, 
when he heard, but not from miniftry, of the expeAed ar- 
trval of Count D'Eftaing in thofe feas. He then with diat 
manly foreiight, which diftinguiihes an able commander, 
kept his force together, and by a fiogolar effoit of gemus 
and naval ikill^ preferved his fleet and thff army by an- ar- 
rangement which will place his name am09g the mo^ cele- 
brated of our BritiHi admirals. Such were the difpofitioai 
made by his Lordfhip, fuch the fpirit ^nd abilities diiplayed 
by him againft Count D'Eftaing, that he defeated that offi- 
cer with a very inferior force ; or if he did 9Ql literally gain 
a victory over him, at leaft he gaine<j ;be fubftaacc of oae: 
fortunately indeed, for his owii (lonouCyrbfi^ un^ftuoately 
perhaps for this country ; for if the aj^nyib^t svas- i^ed by 
this victory had been, captured, we lhouki;QOt at this day 
have fuch a load of debt upon our ihoulders and have loft fo 
many armies, for our minifters would have been bU'ged to 
make peace with Americp, By the winter's jcruize of our 
two-deck (hips in the .Channel, ^ and the fubiiequ^jn( repairs, 
Admiral Byron was prevented from {ailingtin|e^eQp«^vApdif- 
putethe paiTagQ of th^^Mf^i^erraneai^ j^vi^i C^unt D^Tfiaign; 
and the fame caufe co(iVi|iuing to ope/ate, togfUier w;tfa the* 
abfurdity of our minifters, we were not able afterwards to 
prevent the iallinf^^of Monfieur de^ Grafle, and Mf. de la 
NIotte Piquet, with reinforcements to Count D^Eftaing; 
the confcquence was, that Admiral Byron had Ate tmutifica- 
tion to^arrive time enoi^gb^ to fee Grenada taken, oar moft 
valuable^ feittlement in the Weft,* ladies after Janaica. As 
dilaory in iqftrufting and ftrengtliening fhe hands of theit 
officers abroad, as they were in fitting out fiups at home, 
the minifters had ordered Admiral Barringtonto waitetJBar« 
badoes till he fhould be reinforced r, he too, fromfuperiar 
iafgrmation, ventured to difobey-lhel^ qrdersi a^d faved St. 
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Lucia; but To flow vere minifters in fending out reinforcc- 
roents, that had Commodore Hotham arrived only one dny 
later than he did, St. Lucia would have been loft : he de- 
fended it, indeed, in a manner vvhich would do him and his 
country honour, while bravery and abilities fliould be ef- 
teemed in the world : he defended the illand with a force 
inore than three times Icfs than that of the enemy ; and yet, 
exclaimed Mr* Fox, Admiral Barriogton is now on Ihore. 
He (aid he muft fpeak a little on that circumftance. The 
admiral was faid to have come on (hore becaufc he would 
not accept of the principal command of the fleet. 

When he had fpoken in debate of the number of brave 
officers who were driven by the Earl of Sandwich from the 
fervice, and it had been a fubjeft of converfation, Lord Howe 
defired that no gentleiiian would give reafons for his condufV. 
This had been erroneoufly fuppoled to apply to what had fallen 
from himi In fa£t, it came from the noble Lord on account 
of the reafon which Lord Lilburne gave for Admiral Barrings 
ton's retiring ; it was, his Lordfhip faid, bccaufe he had 
weak nerves. This gave a pretty good idea of the reafon 
of fo many brave men withdrawing themfelves from the fer^ 
Vice. Had Admiral Barrington weak nerves ? He had not 
weak nerves, when, with five fhips of the line, he ftood and 
beat off fifteen of the enemy. But he whofe nerves were 
hot weak when he met a hoft of foes, fhrunk from a clofet 
interview, and a refponfiblc connexion with Lord Sandwich. 
Admiral Barrington was a man, from whofe conneftions it 
might be cxpefted that he would not be unfrienJly to minif- 
try, but yet he had apprehenfions of the Earl of Sandwich. 
This was thecaufeoffo many brave meiT retiring. This 
Was the caufe of their choofing to withdrawt hemfelves frrm 
a port where they had greater enemies to meet than the French 
and Spaniards, They fhewed us that there was a man at the 
head of -our naval affairs, vvhofe quality and cunning it was 
to make even bravery ufelefs to his country. 

The year 1779 prefented us with a repetition of the plan 
and mifconduft of 1778. - Late cruizing in the winter pre- 
vented early equipments in the campaign. The Spanifh war 
broke out, and the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, as if he 
wiflied only to fight the battles of our enemies, never o ce 
attempted to prevent the French and Spaniards from meet- 
ing, joining, and infulting us in the Channel. Sir Charles 
Hardy was f^nt to fea without i'nftruftions to prevent the 
junftion of the enemy, and it was only Providence, our 

Vol. V^ 1 i good 
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good and great ally, that favod us, by fendiug an caftera 
WHid, and a diftcmpcr, to drive the enemy from our doors. 
Sir Charles Hardy ftole along the French coaft in order to 
mvoid feeing the enemy, but when he got into Torbay, and 
the Earl of Sandwich was pcrfcftly affured that the enemy 
was fafe in Bred water, he commenced his exertions, and 
all was hurry and confulton at the dock-yards^ that hurry 
which he conftantly miftakes for diligence ; and when the 
clamour ran high, and the people felt the indignity that had 
been offered to them, he promifed them that they fhould 
have a good account of the enemy. The next piece of mif- 
conduct was in the manner of diipatching Admiral Rodney 
to the Weft-Indies. A French fquadron under Count de 
Guichen, had failed for that deftination, and very alarming 
appearances enfucd : It was /exceedingly ncceffary that Sir 
George fliould be there as foon as poffible. In order there- 
fore to facilitate his paffage, he il fent to relieve Gibraltar, 
by which he is detained a confiderable time, and the enemy 
are left in the quiet enjoyment of this opportunity of rein- 
forcing the fquadron at Martinique. We had it in our 
power to have got the ftart of De Guichen, for the fleet 
which was difpatched ftrait, arrived in the Weft-Indies be- 
fore the French fquadron. We nright therefore have in- 
tercepted their paffage and fought them feparated. It was 
true that Sir George ^lodney's fquadron deftroycd nine of 
the enemy's fhips, a capital advantage, and indeed the only 
thing that had the confequences of a viQory through the 
' whole war; but were minifters to be praifed for what they 

did not contrive, and what they did not forefee ? It was Pro- 
, vidence again, and the bravery of Sir George Rodney*s fleet, 
but not the Earl of Sandwich that gave us that advantage. 
In the Weft-Indies the French and Spaniards formed a junc- 
tion, and Sir George Rodney, who is fond of promifing to 
give a good account, and not very apt to be deprefled by the 
misfortunes of bis country, fairly owned that he durft not 
meet them. Here then ruin ftared us In the face, every one 
of our iilands lay at the mercy of our enemy ; but there 
feemed, fays the honourable gentleman, to be a Lord Sand- 
wich in their councils, and God grant that there may always 
be a Lord Sandwich in their councils ! They met, aad fc- 
parated without doing any thing. 

The year 1780 was remarkable for the capture of an im- 
menfe fleet of merchantmen and tranfports under commodore 
Moutray,and the circumftanccs of the cafe were ft riking: they 
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§ave another fofpicion among all the other parts of Lord 
andwich^s conduA, that he was intent on doing good and 
faithfulfervicc to his mailers of the Houfe of Bourbon. At 
leaft if they had been his mafters, it could not have be^n / 
more confiftent with duty to have ordered captain Moutray 
to deliver up his invaluable convoy to the jaws of the enemy, 
than to do as he had done ; for at the very moment when he 
knew that the Spatiifh fleet was cruizing off the coaft of Spaia 
he ordered captain Moutray to rendezvous at Madeira ; that 
is to fay, to go in the very track where he would fall in with 
the enemy. In this year again the fame fault was obfervable 
with refpcdl to late failing. No attempt was made either to 
prevent the fleets from joining, or to prevent the failing of 
IVIonf, Ternay for America with that military fo cc which 
had lately captured the army of Earl Cornwallis. The fame 
fcheme of bombaftic gafconade ftill prevailed, and fhips and 
fleets were employed in ncedlefs cruizes, merely for the pur- 
pofes of faying, that we were in pofleflion of the fcas whea 
the enemy were in port. It was in this year that Commo- 
dore Fielding was fent with fix (hips of the line to intercept 
Admiral By land with one. This circumftance made the af- 
fcrtion of Lord North, ** that the Dutch war wa^ a war of 
neceflity, and not of choice, as we fufiired more from them 
while they were infidious friends than fince they are become 
open enemies," intelligible; it was to him inexplicable till of 
late, but now he faw its meaning and acknowledged the 
truth of the obfervation ; for when they were friends, we 
font fix fhips to fight one ; but when they became enemies, 
we fent only five ihips to fight eight. This was the plan of 
Lord Sandwich, As foon as a nation became. our enemy, - 
he lowered the oppofition that we made to it, and thu& ic 
plainly appeared, that they were more injurious to us when 
friends than now when enemies, for they then detached 
more of our men of war than now from the contcft with 
the Houfc of Bourbon, 

The honourable gentleman then came to the year 1781, 
the memorable period of our difgraces and infamy ; and he 
particularly defcribed the naval trahfaflions, 7 he rupture 
with Spain was the firft memorable event of this period ; 
a meafure fo fcandaloufly impolitic, and fo infamoufly brought 
about, that minifters ought to be impeached for that alone^, 
Though minifters Teemed in the Dutch war to be a^uatcd 
by a fpirit of refentm nr, they did not know how to wreak it 
on the Dutch : if they had had a miad to crufh theai, btit 

1 i ij God 
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God forbid faid he, that the Dutch fliould ever b^ cruflicd, 
for then indeed the prefcnt fyftem of Europe would be no 
more; but if they wifhcd to crulh Holland, they fhould 
have had a fleet in the Texel to awe the Dutch, and force 
them to yield to the terms of England ; no fuch mcafurc 
was adopted ; inftead of that five fbips only were fent into 
the North feas. Providence, indeed, hut no thanks to the 
Admiralty, had fent the Berwick to join Admiral Parker. — 
But why the Sampfon was not fent by their Lordfhips no 
one could tell. It was true, indeed, that they fent to the 
coafl of Norway, to let him know that (he lay at the Gun- 
fleet ; and that if he wanted her he might fend for her. Thus 
time was loft; fl^e might have been the meffenger herfclf; 
and th(jn our Admiral, no doubt, would have gained a deci- 
five viSory over the Dutch, The Sampfon was indeed fent 
to him, but fhe arrived the day after the engagement. 

Qur Channel fleet vvras ftill as formerly, too late to prevent 
the junftion of the French and Spaniards, or even to attempt 
it. Their fleets appeared again at the mouth of the Channel; 
Admiral Darby fent an account of it to the Admiralty; but 
tl.cre he was hiughed at — he was not believed : the Mayor of 
JJriftol fent to ibe Admiralty to know if the report was true 
^hat the enemy was on the coaft ; and an anfwer was fcnt to 
him by Mr. btcphens, by order of Lord Sandwich, that 
there was no frxh thing; and that Admiral Darby had put 
Vack into Torbay, only for rcfrefliments : thus was that Ad- 
miral fpit upon by the Firft Lord of the Admiralty; and the 
information he had given treated as a lie. Such was the 
manner in which the Firft Lord of the Admiralty treated an 
Admiral coii^manding the naval power of Brhain ; and fuch 
was the fort of treatment which had driven men of fine feel- 
ings from the fervice. i^e knew not how Admiral Darby 
felt it; he heard an excellent charaftcr of that gentleman, 
and he believed him to be incapable of brooking fo palpable 
an infult. How it had been fettled he knew riot, but the 
fai^wasfo; and further it was perfeftly well known, that 
Admiral Darby had returned to port with the advice of his 
officers, in confcqucnce of the appearance of the combined 
fleets. The Mayor, however, received a letter from Lord 
Shuldham in about a quarter of an hour after the receipt of 
IVIr. Stephen's letter, in which his Lordfhip confirmed the 
report, that the enemy were in the Channel, and waMcd the 
Mayor to communicate the intelligence to the mA^flhs. 
Thc-confequeace of the Admiralty letter \Vould have been 
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to decoy the trade of Brtftol into the hands of the enemy, juft 
as Captain Moutray's convoy had been fent into the hands 
pf the Spaniards, by having been ordered to rendezvous at 
Madeirj^, while the enemy were cruizing in his track. It 
feemed, however, that though the Admiralty kqew nothing 
of the combined fleets laft year in the Channel, or pretended 
not to know any thing of therpj Lord StOrmont had writ- 
ten to Mr. Eden in Dublin, to vyam him that they were 
gone to cruize off the coaft of Ireland, and it was pretty evi- 
dent that this letter was precifely of the fame date with that 
from the Admiralty to the Mayor of Briftol, in which that 
magiftrate was informed that the enemy was not on the 
coaft. 

The combined fleets feparated laft year early ip Septem- 
ber ; but oui^ fleet, as ufual, was kept at fea to make aa 
empty parade after the enemy had quitted their ftation. They 
were cruifing about,, while Monf. de la Motte Pxquet came 
out, and fei^^ed our St. Euftatius fleet, with all the plunder 
of that ifland. Comte de Graflc put to fea; and though by 
a proper ufe of the force we had at that very time cruifing, 
we might have defeated him, and prevented all the dreadful 
confcquences that afterwards attended his expedition, he was 
permitted to proceed ; and the laft confcquence of our having 
fufFcred him to pafs us, was the furrender of Lord Cornwallis, 
which could never have been efi^efted without his naval force. 
When Adm.iral Darby was at Gibraltar with a very fine fleer, 
he Ihpuld h^ve been inftrufted to detach a part of it to the 
Weft-Indies, if he fhould not meet with any oppofition in 
relieving Gibraltar : fuch inftruftions would have efFeftually 
^aved Lord Cornwallis, by giving us a fuperiority in the 
Weft-Indies : but our minifters never thought before-hand ; 
at an earlier period of the war, when Lord Shuldham 
vvas fent out with a very capital force, to proteft a great con- 
voy, he was not inftrudted to do any thing againft the 
enemy. 

In the Weft-Indies we had been indulged with Sir George 
Rodney's frequent promifes to give good accounts of the ene- 
my's fleets, when ail he had been able to do, was to fight 
fome drawn battles ; which were, he contended, generally 
followed with the lofs of fome of our iflands, and therefore 
in efFeft, were as b^d as defeats. He had been employed in 
the dtfpicable. plunder of St. Euftatius while the ifland of 
Tobago ^A taken ; and the bufinefs of this greJat conqueft 
was not difcuffed time enough to prevent the cataftrophc of 

our 
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our American career* But the laft meafare was the moft 
abandoned of all, and which particularly demanded the in- 
veftigation of that Houfe, the fending out Admiral Kempeo* 
^ felt with a force fo inferior to that of the enemy. This had 

vmprefTed the whole kingdom with furprize and indignation, 
either the Admiralty were deficient in the neceflary iiifonna- 
tion, or they were negligent in having taken proper advan- 
tage of it ; m either cafe their conduct was equally crimiDal. 
— The Miniftry had heard, that the French were doing 
fomcthing, and upon inquiry found, that they had fifteen 
fhips of the line at Breft, and two at Rochford. The naval 
Minifter knew the French had twenty one fail, but he took 
It into his head that only twelve would fail to the Weft-In- 
dies, not thinking, as he (hould have done, that the other 
nine would bear them company to a certain latitude. He 
therefore thought, as only twelve (hips were going to the Weft- 
Indies, that twelve fhips could intercept them, and Admiral 
Kempenfelt accordingly is difpatched with that force to inter- 
cept them ; when lo ! as might have been expected, the French 
fleet amounts to nineteen fail ! In confequcnce of which, the 
Britifh commander dares not attack them, and the objeftof 
their defti nation is purfaed. Providence indeed, fo crften 
our friend, interferes; throws fome of their tranfports into 
our hands, and deftroys others by a ftorm. To render this 
matter ftill more cenfurable, and unfold the defigns of tic 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty, at the very time Admiral Kem- 
penfelt was fentout with an inferior force, (hips fit forafiico 
were then lying in the Downs and other places. Ther 
were indeed Rationed there to annoy the Dutch trade, hot 
their being withdrawn a few days from that ftation couli 
have produced no ill confequence, that could have beenpst 
in competition with thd advantages that would have been de- 
rived from it. 

As to Sir George Rodney, no part of his fleet, it was faid, 
could be fpared for the purpofc of attacking Monf. Vaudreuil. 
The honourable Gentleman could not but admire this fort d 
excufe, as if it was not better to ftop the French from golcj 
to the Weft-Indies than to follow them thither ; for ibe 
moft that had been urged was, that it would have delayed 
his failing to the Weft-Indies; not thinking,. as more rational 
men would have done, that if MonlieurVaudreuil could ha»c 
been deftroyed here, there would have been no occaiion w 
have fent any body to another part of the Wi»kl tohave 
done it. 
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The honourable gentleman remarked, that we had now 
been at war for feme years, and, excepting in the cafe of 
Admiral Kempenfelt, no endeavour had ever been made to 
intercept the enemy. No one inftance had ever prefcntcd 
itfclf of an attempt to prevent the enemy from failing. That 
^f Admiral Kempenfclt had been the very firft of the kind ; 
and it was therefore no wonder, that the miniftcr of the naval 
department fhould have fhewn himfelf fuch a novice. 

It had turned out that the two (hips left behind to harrafs 
the enemy had done eflcntial fervice. Unlkillcd as he was ill 
profefllonal matters, he could not help aflcing if Admiral 
Kempenfelt had continued to harrafs them with his whole 
force, whether he could not have done infinitely more fcrvicc 
with his twelve fliips than was efFcfled by the two that did 
remain at fea ; and whether his (hips, being copper bottomed^ 
might not have a very great advantage of the enemy ? 

The honourable gentleman faid, that thofc were the prin- 
cipal points to which he wifhed the intended inquiry to tprn. 
The year 1781 gave an epitome of all the blunders of the 
war ; and therefore, for the fake of diipatch, he would con- 
fine his propoiition chiefly to that period ; not however for- 
getting the other years* The leading points in the inquiry- 
then would be the naval operations of 1781 in their regular 
order-— the prafticc of tearing the Ihips in winter cruises ; 
and loling every advantage of local (ituation,^ and priority of 
appearance at fea, to prevent the junflion of the enemies^ 
Thefc were the points, and to thefe every gentleman, whe- 
ther landman or feaman, would be competent, becaufe they 
were meafures of fimple policy. It was a fubjcS which they 
mud enter upon now or hereafter with fcrioufnefs. We 
had a£ted too long from our. hopes ; we muft now yield to 
our judgment ; and he warned the Houfe not to fport longer 
with the feelings of a great, fufFering nation ; nor prefume to 
ruin a people for the fake of a man He meant to move for a 
variety of papers, but they were of a nature that would take 
up but a day or two to prepare. His firft motion, that for an 
inquiry, he doubted not, would pafs without objeftion. 

Captain 'John Luttrell defired the honourtble gentleman not capt. joh« 
to be too fure, that even that motion would pal's without op- LuttreU. 
pofition. 

Mr. Fox J who had been juft preparing to read all his mo- Mr. Fo»- 
tions before he made any one, now changed his mind fo far, 
as to confine himfelf to his firft motion, which was couched 
in the following words : 

«« That 
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** That it be referred to a committee to inquire into the 
*^ caufcs of the want of fuccefs of his Majefty*s naval forces 
** during this war, and more particularly in the year 1781.'* 

Before he fat down, Mr. Fox renewed hrs declaration, 
that he by no means abfolved the Firft Lord of the Admiralty 
of all guilt with regard to the firft point, which he had ftatd 
bis reafons for not mak.rig a fubjeft of the prefeht inquiry. 

The motion was handed to the Speaker, and read by him 
to the Houfe. 
C^pt.john Captain yoA« L«//>^// argued upon the affertiori of Lord 
lAUrelJ. Mulgrave (in a former debate) relative to the naval fuperi- 
ority of the Houfe of Bourbon over Great-Britain in the 
reigns of King William and Queen Anne, and obferved, 
that no comparifon could be drawn between the reign of 
Lewis XIV and that of any other French monarch.. With 
regard to the declaration, that " the Firft Lotd of the Ad- 
miralty, who did not keep up a fleet fupei-ior to any that the 
Houfe of Bourbon could at any time fend to fea, deferved to 
lofe his head,'* which had been fo repeatedly atid fo illiberal- 
ly charged to the Earl of Sandwich, it ft ruck hitri in a very 
different point of view from that in which it appeared to im- 
prefs the minds of other gentlemen. Allowing that the de- 
claration had been made by the noble Earl to whoiii it was 
afcribcd, it ought in candour to be confidered, that it was 
made fome years ago, and that it was fcarcely poffible to fup- 
pofe that Lord Sandwich, at the time, bad an idea of this 
country's being engaged in a war Of fo difficult and fo exten- 
£ve a nature as the prefent. 

It had been faid, that the prefent Firft Lord of the Adm'- 
xalty had a more numerous and a better conditioned navy put 
into his hands on his being made Firft Lord CommifTioncr, 
than had ever been delivered into the hands of any of his prc- 
dcceffors; and it had been contended on the other hand, that 
the fadl was direflly the rcverfe ; that the fleet was in a nii- 
fcrably rotten and unfcrviceable ftate, and that Lord Hawke, 
though a truly refpeSable chara^er, and one of the bed and 
nioft defervingoflScers that ever commanded the Britifh na- 
vy, either had no talents fuited to his fituation as Firft Lord 
of the Admiralty, or that his powers were worn out, or 
weakened confiderably, when he was appointed Prefident of 
that Board. The truth was, both ftatements were in fome 
degree erroneous. The navy was not in a good conditioa 
when delivered over to the care of the Earl of Sandwich ; but 
ftill the late Lord Hawke was not to blame. The evil ori- 

ginateii 
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ginated with the Earl of Egmoat^ his predeceflbr. During 
that nobleman's prefidency at the Board, Parliament was 
very nigardly in its grants for the navy ijbrvice, and thou^ 
the noble Lord's bands itched as much for money as any other 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty, it could not be obtained fo ea* 
lily as of late. Daring the Earl of Sandwich's being Firft 
Lord, Parliament had voted large and liberal fupplies, and it 
would be injuftice not to fay, that Lord Sandwidi had ufed 
them moft ferviceably. Perhaps fince England had a navy, 
our yards were never fo full of timber and ftores of all kind 
as at prefent. In faft, the public had paid handfomely, but 
it was ibme comfort to know that their money had been ap* 
plied ufefully. 

Even now, low as the ftate of our marine was reported to 
be, and broken as the fpirit of our officers had been painted, 
he did not doubt, could this countrv make peace with Hoi* 
land and America, but we fhould mew ourfelves fuperior to 
the maritime force of the Houfe of Bourbon, and foon Te« 
cover our empire of the ocean. Not that, he meant by this 
alTertion to contend that there was no error in the conduA of 
our navy ; undoubtedly there was much occafion for altera- 
tion and amendment, and the firft thing likely to produce the 
moft eftential (ervice to the country would be to reftore una* 
nimity on hoard our fleets. At prefent the navy was torn to 
pieces by diiTentions and diviiions ; officers never faw each 
other but on duty, they had no longer accefs to the tables of 
their fuperiors, as of old, when an Anfon, a Hawke, a BoC- 
cawen, a Saunders, and a Keppel commanded. In thole 
better times, all was cordiality, afteiftipn and zeal. The com- 
manders took a pride in inftrufting the inferior officers, and 
in teacl^iog them their duty ; hence there was a means of ini- 
provement open to all who chofe to profit by it, and the fer- 
vice in general reaped the benefit ot it ; at that time, like* 
wife, the differences of individuals were accommodated almoft 
as foon as they were known, by the interference of the fupe- 
riors in command. At prefent the cafe was fadly reverfed, 
all was party, difnnion, and jealoufy,, itii that officers bad no 
confidence ip , each other. To remedy this great evil^ he 
would advife inunediately calling into the fervice thofe vete- 
ran commanders, in whofe g^flUntry, fkill^ and experience^ 
the profeffion had a firm reliance, rerhaps that Hou(e was 
not aware that, with a few exceptions, thofe who com- 
manded our different fleets now, were but young captains 
at the end of the Uft wiir«»-let gentlemen thea aik themfelves 
.yo|,.V. -- ^ I^k whether 
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whether it was likely that men of that ftatnp could be as ca- 
pable as officers who had feen infinitely more fenrice, and had 
been accoftomed to undertake enterprises of noUe daring 
with fiicceis } Other lefier matters of error called iikewife foe 
correAion. One in particular was the caufe of great incoo- 
venience and great coft, and this was, thefemling homt 
lick men from me Wcft-Indics as unfit ft>r fcrvicc, by whid 
means they took the bounty-money a iecond time, and pot 
the nation to a great additional expence as ibon as tltey reco- 
vered and were able to enter again. The difeafes of tlie 
Weft-Indies were generally fuch, be faid, as afiefted the 
loafs of blood, and mewed tfaemfelves in a debHitation of the 
faculties, and the eruption of fores and ulcen, not eafy cora- 
l)Ie in thofe climates. It was the cuftom, whea the poor fel- 
lows cafes became defperate, to fend them home difehargod. 
. It generally happened, that as they approached the northero 
latitudes tneir conftitutions recovered vigour, the blood b^ 

§an to be in a better ftate, and by the time they reached the 
lore, they were as fit for Icrvice as ever they were in thcii 
lives ; the general confequence was, that after a fittle time 
they applied for frelh bounty money, and went on fhipboarl 
again at a confiderable expence to th^ nation. All tlus might 
be faved, if inflead of being fent home difcharged^ they were 
fent home to feme of our roval hofpitals for cure. Another 
means there was Iikewife for preventing this evil^ which 
called loudly on the humanitj of the Houfe to iifte^K>(e its 
afliftance, and preferve the lives of many hundreds of brtft 
feamen, which were yearly fecrificcd for the fake of faring 
pi trifling expence. This was*to allow the (hips deftined for 
the Weft-Indies to take a larger quantity of bark on board. 
At prefent, exaAIy the fame proportion Wa^ Ihipped in the 
'men of war deftined for Channel fervice, or for lerrice ifl 
the North Seas, as on hoard thofe fhips which went to a 
Weft-India fiation, or were fent on an expedition to 4e 
Ibuthward. So much was the want of more bark felt br 
thofe who had been fo etnployed ; and fuch was the genera 
declaration of its utility againft the diforders in^queiUoo, bj 
thcableft and moft experienced furgcons in the navy, that 
he had known Ihip's companies defire to have a larger pro- 
portion of bark among their medicinal ftores, and oflfer to 
commute for it, by giviac; up apart of their James*s pow- 
ders^ and elixir of vitriol, DOth ot Which were allowed to be 
rery fcrviccable and falutary recipes in a variety of dHbrdcrs 

tonyp^A to fbamtm But wheoerex uappliciKicgd fn$ m»fc 
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to the Board of Commiflioners for the fick and wounded, *to 
make the exchange he had mentioned^ the conftant anfvirer 
Hrasy thsit unlefs rarliament provided for the additional .ex* 
pence, it was impoffible to al.lowr a. larger proportieoi of bark. 
This and other matters which he could point out, were it a 
fit o^cafion, called for the interpoiition of Parliament, and 
if remedied would be of great advantage to the navy. With 
regard to the prefent inquiry, he thought it a very impolitic 
EBeafurey and w«re ther^ no other reafon to induce him lio ob- 
ie£t to it, he ihonki do it from a confcioufiiefs that it could 
not end in any thing fatisfa£tory ; gentlemen wdi knew that 
they bad no right lo examine witnefles upon oath at thei;; 
bar, whence it might happen that a great deal of the time 
:>i the Houfe at that impopttnt period, might be ipcttt to nd 
!brt of purpofe ; coll«iiive evidence might be given, and thai? 
Bvho gave it, might laugh in the lobby, at the impofitiom 
they had pia£b^ifed^ while new delufion was holding out to 
the Hogfe by new: witneiTes. Anoliier and a ilill ftrtmger 
reaibn for bis obje£ting to the inquiry was, that he thoogbt 
ihis a moft unfit moment for fuck a builneft. It woidd taly 
bw the feeds bf greater animoiity and difTention in the navy 
:han at prefent prevailed ; and without doing any one poffibkr 
2;ood to the fervicc^ wi^uld tend tb depreciate the name of 
hG Earl of Sa^idwich in the eyes of aU Europe ; a mattec 
x^bich be c^nceiv^ o«^t ftudioufly to be avoided as long as 
le prefided at ib important a JBk>ard as the Board of Admiral^" 
;y. Mr. Luttrell (aid, hp had fpoken fairly and candidly t 
lonvlnced of the merits oiF Lord Sandwich, he had endea- 
roared to do them juftice ; and he had freely pointed out the 
>artiottlars-in wbich be thought the navy mifeondufied« If 
rentlenKn were capable of putting the fuperintendancy of 
>ur marine into bands more able^ and more zealous to wve 
jie country than the prefent Firfl Lord of the Admiralty, 
le would willingly yokn in fudi a proportion ; but till diat 
tlouie wms affiired, that the nation woitld benefit by an ex* 
:haage, hecerUtnly ihould be for continuing fe a&ive and 
b capable a nobleman as the Earl of Sandwich in his office ; 
^tK wi^ch acdDuot, and for the xeafbns he had ftated, he moft 
:eruinly (hould give his neg^ve to the motioxU 

Mr. Pifuvd . vindicated the honour of Lord Egnionti MrPercIval 
^bo, he fai4, had a£led with as much integrity in bis office 
Ls any gientleman who had ever been in it ; and he append 
:o the pro&ffional ^gentlemen who knew him, and had been 
vioidla of bk pii&tY« and would atteft hia honour. 

^^ K k II Lord 
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l4iH Mul« Lord Mulgrtpue prefaced his fpeech with a handlbme 
V^^^ compliment to the adminiftration of Lord Egmofit wbeo at 
the head of the adminiftration of the Admiralty. He tbeo 
faid, that he fhould not follow the hoooarable ^ntiem^o 
who made the motion, through all the detail of his argu- 
ment ; ioftead of that cool, temperate, and candid fiyle of 
reafoning, in which a fabjeft of fo much ferioofnefs aod 
importance ought to have been treated, the honouraUegeo- 
tleman had thought proper, previous fo the iuqoiry bciog 
gone into, to calumniate the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, 
to load him with the grolTeft inve£tive, to accafe him of 
sreat criminality, and that in a variety of inftances ; and, 
mftead of attempting to bring forward anv thing like proof, 
to refort to matters totally foreign to the iubje& under con- 
fideration. What had the fuppoled connexion between the 
Earl of Sandwich and the £aft-India company to do with 
the conduft of the Firft Lord of the Admiralty ? And was 
it fair, in that ftage of the bufinefs, to afieft to ftile the 
floble Lord the ally of France, and to charge him widi 
fomeduog like treachery, and that of the bafefTkind ? He 
trufted, the generoiity and good fenfe of the Houfe would 
revolt at attacks fo made, and introduced at that moment, 
which of all others ihpuld have been th*" moft free from the 
IhaaUeft appearance of deviation from candour, The ho- 
nourable gentleman accuied men in place on the ground that 
they had lefs property than official emolument ; was the ar- 
gument a good one ? If it was, might it not be juft as fair 
for him to fay, that the public were to the full as likely to 
be well ferved by them, as by thofe who acknowIe<feed that 
the chief foundation Jof their (^poiition was a wiik to g^t 
into place, and who had neither property nor office* Bet 
this was too brazen-faced, too dirty an argument for him to 
life with any ferioufnefs; it was like that to which he hid 
juft oppofed it ; they were both of them unworthy <rf' beiif 
heard within thofe walls, and merited contempt. With ic^ 
gard to a great part of the honourable gentleman^s ipeech, ie 
went merely to matters of opinion, to points on which men 
of great ability and great integrity might fairly be allowed 
to differ ; the honourable gentleman, therefore, with refpeft 
to them, and indeed to every fa£t he had mentioned, coqM 
only have fpoken prefumptively. He wifbed, however, for 
the fake of fully fatisfying the public, and doing fabffauitial 
juftice to the chara£ter of the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, 
that the honourable gentlem^ had AOt propofed 16 narrow s 
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fcalc of inquiry. The more broad it was made, the more 
likely was the Houfe to come at the truth, and confcqucntly 
the ends of juftice would have been the more fully anmered. 
TTie honourable gentleman had faid, the noble Lord wat 
culpable for not having built more fhips. True, where 
there was a fufficient depth of water, flips might be fonped« 
But when flips were built, was nothing clfe rcguifite for th« 
equipment of a navy ? Would the forming or flips fupply 
them «^ith neccflaTy ftores, provifions, and mcn^ Were 
fliips and every neceflary to be produced from fowing ? 
Would they grow up complete like a field of grain ? 

The honourable gentleman had entered into matters which 
it was not poflible to invefligate; a matter of inquiry refpcQ- 
ing the noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty. They 
-confifted of occurrences which depended more on opintoa 
than teftimony. In refpcft to thofe circumftances of the 
war, they could not have the leaft reference to the conduCE 
of the noole Lord, as a criminal. They were dependent on 
fuch contingencies as might appear to arife more from acci-* 
dent than conduA. Befides he deiired it might be remem« 
bered, that whatever was, the iffue of their inquiry, that no 
refleSion fhould be caft on that Board for with-holding any 
thing that related to the official conduft of the Firft Lord of 
the Admiralty. For it was their defire to go into it in a 
manner that mould either criminate him for negligence, in- 
capacity, or treachery ; othcrwife clear him to the honour 
of his profeffion and perfonal chara£ber. 

He complained of the manner in which the honourable 
gentleman had fpoken of the circjumftance of Admiral Dar- 
by's return laft year, and the treatment which he had re« 
ceived from the Admiralty. Would any man of the proud 
honour and nice feelings of Admiral Darby ftoop to treat- 
ment fuch as had been defcribed fo warmly by the honour- 
able gentleman ? Would he not have refented the indignity 
with that firmneft which he trufted a Britifli Admiral would 
always expreft when his honour or veracity were called in 

S^ueftion. The faft was, that Admiral Darljy received inf- 
ormation from a veflcl that the -combined fleets were off 
Sciily, and be confuhed his officers, a majority of whom 
adviled him to return to port : but there were among fthofe 
officers, and he was one of them himfelf, feveral who difbe« 
lieved die intelligence* With refpe£l to the apparent incon- 
fiflency betwceh'thc letters of Mr. Stephens to the mayor of 
Briftoi, and that of Lord Stormont to Ireland ; the inconlilU 

cncy would raiufli when the bPocuraUe gcQtlemsin knew, 
' • that 
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that inflead of foar da]ps^ an expnefa went to DHblin io two 
days* The noble Lord condaded with fajringy that he wi(hed 
the honourable gentleman had made his inquiry on a larget 
firale, for the broader the inquiry Aie more ccnnplete would 
have been the acquittal and trijamph of the Firfl Lord of the 

Mr. Fiti- Admiralty, 

Iwrbert, ' Mr. Fitzbcrbcrt fpoke next. He faid that he naturally 
felt the emotion which was natural to a young ipeaker, bst 
he muft beg leave to remark^ that on the navy of thia coun- 
try depended the very exigence of the ftat<p ; it was on 
greateft bulwark^ it was our only defence ; by it we had 
been raifed to the higheft pinacle of grandeur, without it, 
we fhould ftill feel the dreadful effe&s we had fo lately a« 
perienced ^ it was^ therefore^ a fubjeft which ought to eo- 

Srofs the attention of every member of that Houfe. He 
cclar^d, he had it from the authority of the dijfereiu Freed) 
' officers, who landed at Portfoiouth, corroborated adfo bj 

the olEcers who landed at Plymoutly that fuck powerful 
flrides had been made by the Houfe of Bourbon, towards 
having a fuperiority in their marine^ that would not ooly 
be aftonifliing to that Houfe, but had aftonifbed all Europe. 
The keel of the Couronne, an eighty gun fhip, that was on* 
€ler Monf, de Guichen, in the ikec which Ada^iral Kem- 
. penfelt fell in with, was only laid on the if th of May 1^; 
and a ftill ftronger inftance was that of the Pegafus, a feventT 
gun fhrip in the fame Heet, the hulk of which waa laid, aad 
the ihip fitted for and at fea in three months aad five days» 
This, he faid, naturally led him to conlider the cau£b, why 
the fleets of diis country, which formerly rode triuoiphaAC 
on the feas, ibould experience that inferiority which £>£a« 
tally appeared to be the cafe of late } Ii wa$ not, he wa 
perfuadedy from a negle£l: in the particular officers, . but it 
was owing to a want of ihl]^wright«« He would only ^eal 
to the centrical yard (meaning PorcfmouCfa) becaufe he kved 
in the neighbourhood of it, and pafied much of Us time 
there ; ilips we had in plenty to build fhips of the line ot| 
^ix^ there was alfo plenty of all kinds of materials, but there 
was not a fui&cient number of artificers to put thole matt* 
rials together. There were now, Mr, Fitzherbert Aid, 
four ilips ready to build ibips of the line on« The keel and 
frame of the St. Geot^e had been laid upwards of four yean, 
and both were now periihiog for want of fhipwrig^ts to 
finifh her; the frame of the Leopard was in the {suaac iitm- 
tJon ; the frame of the Bulwark had been cut out thefe ibur 
jfcari^ and nota fixate hand could beiparpd to work on her. 

Thcie 
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Tbere wiis alfo another fltp^ from' n/^lch the Watmr wa> 
lately launched, bat fo fnuUi was the number of ihipwrightt 
that not any could be fpared, at leaft very few indeed, to 
be employed on the new work. Should our fleet come in 
diiabled, either hy diftrefs of weather, or in confequence of 
an engagement with the enemy, he declared, we bad fearer 
hands fufficient. to repair the damage, and fend the ihipt to 

iea in any reafonable time. He repeated, that be con&iodl 
limfelf to Portsmouth, becatife he lived in its netghboorhood^ 
and had more frequent occaiion to yifit its dock-yard thaa 
any other ; and although he was well aware of the evil ten« 
dency of raiiing the price of wages in this country, yet he 
could not but be of opinion, that fufficient encouragement 
was not given to the old and definrving fhipwrights. Mc« 
who had paiTed their whole lime in the lervice of their coun« 
try, and were able to perform the laborious partof the me« 
chanical branch, would not, he faid, fubmit to receivs 
as. id* per day for their time^ and the moft they could gel 
with the extra, was 38* 4d; when they could earn at a mer« 
chaatfs yard, by working by meafure, feven, eight, niflfe, 
or ten (hillings per day. We need not wonder, that France 
had made fucb rapid • ftri^ in the increafe of her marine^ 
when at the port of Breft they had upwards of three thoufand 
ihipwrights, whereas at the centrical and principal yard in 
this kingdom, to which he had been alluding, we had only 
eight hundred, including apprentices. At the commence- 
ment of the prefent troubles^, had apprentices been given to 
die rooft deferving fhipwri^ts in his Majefty's different 
yards, who could produce certificates of their having kept 
their time, and been good workmen, Mr. Fitzherbert faid, 
it would not only have rewarded the old^ but encouraged 
the young ; and we might then have had double the number 
of (hipwrishts We bad at this time. The s^ood effe&s of 
which would have been experienced in our having a navy 
fuperior to the prefent. So far was this from having beee 
the cafe, that laft year, in Portfmouth yard, only twenty" 
appreatices were allowed to all the different fhipwrights^ 
twenty-nine of whom left the yard, and twelve died. 

Lord Nt0th faid, he by no means difapproved of an inquiry x^rdN«i^ 
iatb the conduft of the Admiralty. It was what Lord Sand- 
wich and the other members who compofed the Board moft 
anxioufly wilhed for. There was nothing they more eager- 
ly defired, than that a full, cand'd, and fair inquiry into 
their whole condaft fliould . be fet on foot ; becauie they 

were 
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were conriiicecly ioftetd of beiii^ found guilty of thofe manj 
enormout crimes the honourable gentleman who made the 
motion would impute to tbem^ it would appear from their 
zeal and exertions in their official capacit7y they merited 
the higheft praife from their country. Before tbereccfs, 
when the affair which gave rife to the prefent inquiry was 
before the Houfe» the members of the Admiralty, confcious 
of the reftitude of their anions, challenged the oppofitioo 
to icrutinize, in the falleft manner, their condud. But 
anftead of coinciding with the wiihes of the Admiralty-board, 
what had gentlemen in the oppoiitioa done ) why^ after 
publicly and privately calumniating them, and accufiog 
diem of negleft in increafing our navy, though they had 
many opportunities of doin{^ it, and of letting thofe ihips^ 
they had decay away, and, in general, of total incapaoty 
to nil up an office of fuch importance ; totally regardlcfs of 
all thofe aiTcrtions, becaufe they were perfuadcd they weic 
groundlefs, they had infiituted an inquiry of fo confined i 
nature, that it was impoffible, conuftent with juftice, to 
form any refolution that might cenfure the Firft Lord of 
the Admiralty. However, be looked on the prefent motion 
to be of fuch a tendency, as to affe£t not only Lord Saod* 
wicb, but every -member of adminiftration* For though 
every Firft Lord of the Admiralty muft of courfe have great 
influence, when any naval ^ueftion was agitated in council, 
yet he had but a iing^e voice, and the reft were equallj 
with him anfwerable for bis condu£^« For this reafoo, io 
far as concerned him, he was not averfe to the preient mo- 
tion. It had been intimated that he a£ted inconfiftently is 
this affiiir ; for, fays the honourable gentleman, had yon 
afted agreeable to your wiihes for an examination of this 
kind before the recefs, you Ihould have moved the prefeoi 
inquiry, and have convinced the nation, the charges agaiuft 
the Firft Lord of the Admiralty were •groundlefi. Would 
you have me fuch an ideot, faid the noble Lord, as to accufe 
adminiftration, who coincided in thofe meafures which Mr. 
Fox would now reprobate ? It would be not only to impeadi 
iny own capacity and honefty, but the abilities and intimity 
of the other fervants of the Crown* As to himfelf, he can- 
didly owned the honourable gentleman's fuperiority in the 
former, but in the latter he would yield to no man. Hii 
Lordlhip anfwered feveral of Mr. Fox's aiguments, parti* 
cularly thofe on the people's power of removal of a minifter, 
and the propriety of fuch a-ftep, without aiTignipg any rca- 
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fort for the meafure. That was a doSrine, his Lordrtiipj 
faid, to which he could not fubiTcribe, ahd more efpecially 
in the extent that the honourable gentlemail had carried hid 
idea to. The honourable gentleman had faid, that even if 
he was convinced of a minirler's merit, the public were juf- 
tified in direfting his removal ; certainly he fhould neither 
admit nor argue, that becaufe a minifter had merit, it 
was a fit caufe fbr his removal; as little fhould he allow, 
that removing a minifler did not in itfelf carry an iniiplica- 
tion of ceqfure, and therefore was not unjufl. His Lordfhip 
faid, that as the year 1781 would bring the objeft of the 
inquiry nearer to Miniflers in general than any other year 
of the war, he certainly would not oppofe the motion, though" 
he begged the Houfe to know, that the Firft Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, as well as himfelf, was ready to meet an inquiry of 
a much more extenfivc nature. 

Mr. Town/bend expreffed his aflonifhment how the noble* jJJnd^*'*"^' 
Lord who fpoke lafl, could pofSbly conceive that the prefent 
motion was limited to any particular period, or referred to 
any particular faft, merely through want of fufHcient proofs 
to fhcw the criminalty of Lord Sandwich : on the contrary, 
it arofe from a certain perfuafion, that while he continued 
in office, no charges could be brought againfl him with any 
probabilitjr of fuccefs; the influence he polTefTed from his 
high ftation would ever render nugatory any attempts 
to bring him to the punifhment he merited. 

He then adverted to what had fallen from the honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Luttrell). He was forry to hear the ho- 
nourable gentleman complain that his words had been tortur- 
ed into a meaning which he had never meant them to exprefs. 
But efpecialiy when he was informed by an honourable gen- 
tleman befide him, that he himfelf was the perfon alluded to. 
However, as far as he could trufl his memory, which he 
thought was as far as the credit of fuch an officious teflihio- 
ny might be trufted, he could inform the honourable gentle- 
man, that he had never taken up that honourable gentleman*s 
expreflion but in his prefence; he flionld, therefore, take 
the fzmt liberty in the prefent inftahce. Not that hc'meant 
to fay any thing that might degrade his fenriments; for, in 
his opinion, they were fuch as charafterizcd the profeffion to 
which he was a great honour. He fpoke from principle, 
while the noble Lord before liim fpoke with moie parliamen- 
tary management. The honourable gentleman (Mr. Lut- 
trell) had objefted to the inquiry becaufe he thought it 

Vol. V. L 1 might 
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might be daageroos to thf iater^ft pf his country. But the 
noble Lord at the head of the Trcafory, and fometimcs re- 
. cognized by the noore diftinguifhed title of the prime ml- 
nilter, vvasdefirous of an inquiry beyond what his accufcw 
require. He then adverted to the defcription which the ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Luttrell) had given of the ftate 
of the officers of the navy. He confidered it the moft rae- 
lancholy defcription that could poffibly be conceived; Our 
naval force deiifting from operation, through difafieftion and 
diftruft of their appointments, our officers undifci pi ined aaJ 
inexperienced, our admirals all created, except in two or 
three inftances, from junior captains in the late war. Were 
not thcfe fufficient grounds for removing the Firft Lord of 
the Admiralty ? that his appointments were fuch as diiguft- 
ed the fervice. It deftroyed that unanimity, that ardour, 
which was eflential to the reftoration of our profpc- 

rity. ... 

The motion. was agreed to without a divifion, Mr. John 
Luttrell giving it a fingle negative. 
Kfr Fox. ^^^ p^^ ^j^gjj moved, " that it be jeferrcd to a commii- 

tee of the whole Houfe, on Thurfday next/' This was 
agreed to nem. con. 

He next rofc to move for twenty-four different papers, 
I neceffary for the purpofc of the inquiry. 

j u. North. Nord North objefted to thofe papers, which by giving the 

letters of thofe perfons who were employed abroad to fur- 
ni(h this country with intelligence might endanger their 
lives, and do effential injury to the ftate. 
lord Mttl- Lord Mulgravc fpoke on the fame ground, and added, that 
•'^^** in all probability there might be circumftances in thofe com- 
munications which would effeftually point out the pcrfoBS 
to the enemies of our country ; or perhaps they might con- 
tain particulars which would be profitable if concealed ii 
the future operations of the naval war* 
Mr. Fox, Mr, Fox replied, that he moved only for the letters as 
heceiTary to elucidate fuch matters as might relate to tbt 
intelligence which the Firft Lord of the Admiralty had re- 
ceived. For there were two circumftances contained in the 
charges . of this inquiry which depended entirely upod 
thofe papers he moved to be laid before th-* Houfe. Thete 
were, whether it appeared the noble Lord had obtained pro^ 
' per intelligence ? or^ if he had, whether he had in confe- 

quence made proper arrangements ? 
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Did the ininiftry ifter thciF loud boafting mean to deny 
thofe neceflary documents ? if they did, the public would ' 
kno^^ how to diftingiiifli bfctween t-heir words and conduft. 
Tbcy found fault with hinfi for making his inquiry fo nar- 
row, and yet on this narrow -ground they Ihewcd a difpofi* 
tion of defeating every thing that was attempted. This 
would fliew ilic Soufe the reafon why he had chofen to bring 
the inouiry to a^lofe point. He knew the difficulties with 
which he had to encounter, in ftruggling with men poffcf- 
fed of power and inclination tp reiifl the wi(hes of thofe with 
whom he had the honour to a£l. 

Sir Richard Sutton fpokc on the other fide, as did the Sir Richari 
Secretary at War, and contended, that it was a 4^ty in- ""***• 
cumbent upon his Majefty's minifters, to take care that no 
hafty motion (hould pafs that might endanger the lives of 
ufeful and mod neceffary perfons, who hazarded every thing 
in the fepvice of the country. 

The honourable fVilliam Pitt faid, it was evident the noble The Hon. 
Lord, under the pretence of faving particular perfons from W. Pitt, 
danger, who were concerned in the intelligence, meant to 
evade the whole inquiry ; they feemed defirous of fhowing 
their innocence, but tock every means of concealing their 
guilt. He afterwards i;noved, that as an objcftion was made 
to producing Aich inteUigencc as Was abfolutely requifitc for 
the inquiry, on account of the danger which might befal 
particular perfons concerned, that only the fubftance of fuch 
intelligeoce fhould be laid before the Houfe. This amend- 
ment met the -fen(e of the Houfe, and after fome little con- 
verfation it was adopted. Several of the motions were put 
off by confent to the next day, to give the Lords of the Ad- 
tiiiralty time to inquire and Jee whether they might be fafely 
granted, and the following papers were, by motion,, ordered 
to be laid upon the taMe. 

I. The fubflan -e of the intelligence received of the move- 
ments of the Spanifh fleets at Cadiz and Ferrol, in the 
months of February and March 1781. 

a. An^xtraftof fuch pnrt of Vice Admiral Darby*s in- 
Aru£^4ons,- on his failing to the relief of Gibraltar, as may 
relate to aoy orders given to him to deta^rh to the Weft-In- 
dies from the Straits ip 1781. 

3. A copy of Vice Admiral Parker's appointment to the 
comnmnd, upon Vice Admiral Darby leaving the Channel 
in March 1701; alfoofMr. Secretary Stephens's letter to 
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Vice Admiral Parker, upon the fervice tliat would be re- 
quired of him. 

4. The fubftance of the intelligence received at any time 
of the equipment and failing of Monfieur de la Mottc Piquet's 
fquadron at Breft, after Vice Adiniral Darby's failing in 
March 1781. 

5. The fubftance of the intelligence received at any time 
of the equipment and failing of Monfieur de Gradle with 
his force for the Weft-Indies, in the months of February 
and March 178 1. 

6. The fubftance of the intelligence received of Monfieur 
De Guichen's equipment in May and June 1781, and of his 
lailing from Brcft for Cadiz. 

7. Extraft of fuch pans of Vice Admiral Darby's inftnic- 
tions on his failing with the fleet in July 1781, as may re- 
late to his endeavouring to prevent the junction of the Prench 
and Spanifli fquadrons ; alfo his weekly account of the num* 
be? and ftate of the fhips he failed with. 

8. A copy of a letter from the mayor of Briflol to Mr. 
fjtephens, upon the fubjcft of the combined fleets ; with Mr, 
Stephens's anfwcr. 

9. A copy or extraft of a letter from the Lord VifcouDt 
Stormont, one of his Majefty's principal fecretaries of ftate, 
informing the government of Ireland of the appearance of 
the combined fleets in Auguft 1781. 

10. Weekly returns of the ftate of the king's fhips, from 
the middle of July to the ift of Auguft 1781, from Portf* 
mouth, the Downs, the Nore, and Sheernefs» 

11. The fubftance of the intelligence received of the 
French armament at Breft, at any time from the month of 
September to the failing of Rear Admiral Kempeqfelt on the 

- 6th of December 1 7 8 1 • . 

12. Weekly accounts of the ftate and condition of his 
Majefty's fhips in the different ports at home the laft wed 
in Noveipber, and the firft week in December, 1781. 

13. Extraflts of fuch parts of inftruftions given to Sir 
Charles Hardy and Adrpiral Geary as may relate to their 
endeavouring to prevent a juniulion between the French ad 
^panilh fquadrons, duripg their refp^ftiye commands. 

14. A lift of frigates and cruizcrs employed before tic 
.port of Breft, to watch the motions of the enemy's (hips 

there, from the iftof January, 1779, ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ Janna- 
j |ry, 1782,^ Specifying the number pf Ihips and frigates, and 

' d^t^S whpji 10 employed^ 
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15. The fubflance of the intelligence received from tlie* 
Weft- Indies, relative to the detention of the Jamaica fleet 
m 1781. 

January 25. 

Mr. Fox rofe te make the motions which, on the clofc *^'" ^®** 
of the debate of yeflerday, were by both fides of the Houfe 
referred over to this day as granted, provided that upon the 
infpeftion of the papers they required, adminiftration might 
fee nothing in them which, being difclofed, could poflibly 
prove of detriment to the nation. In running over the biifi- 
nefs, he was interrupted by 

Lord Northf merely that his Lordfliip might be informed LordNorth. . 
whether the honourable mover defigned to introduce any 
new motion among thofe which had been already agitated. 

Mr. Fox acquainted him, but one or two, which were Mr. Fwu 
amended ones, and he was fure would pafs without oppofi- 
tion. He then proceeded, but was a little after interrupted 
again, by a queftion from , 

Lord Mulgrave, whodefired to know, who her, in the cor- Lord Mol. 
refpondcncc required to be laid before the committee, of the *"^*» 
admirals with the * Admiralty, the honourable gentleman 
meant to include fome fecrct, though general inftruftions, 
which it was ufual for the Admiralty to iffue to every one of 
our naval commanders ? 

Mr. Fox informed him he did not defire the difclofure of Mr. F»i, 
any thing which ought to be concealed ; however he would 
referve the one which appeared objeftionable till Monday, 
that in the mean time adminiftration might be fatisfied with 
their propriety. He then once more refumed the remainder 
of his firing of motions, and got through them entirely. 

Mr. Minchen then moved, that there be laid before the Wr. Mia- 
Houfe an account of all the Admirals, commiffioned officers, ^ ^^ 
and other offiers in the navy, who are now abfcnt from their' 
duty, together with the reafons thereof. 

Lord Mulgrave begged to know what the honourable gen- ^«^ '**"*- 
tleman meant by the word reafons in his motion ? Poffibly the ^'*'** 
gentleman wifhed to know the reafon, which every officer, 
applying for leave 6f abfence, affigned to his application — 
if fo, the Admiralty could have no objection to gratify him 
• — but without fome fucb escplanation the prefent term was 
too general, 

^ Mr. 
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Mr. Minchin not appearing quite fatisfied with this linii- 

tation, 

Hr.Bambcr Mr, Bamher Gafcoyne got up, and was beginning to expa* 

C»lcoync. tiatc on the abfurdity as well as indecency of requiring the 

Adnniralty to pry minutely into the affairs <f the gcnilemco 

of the nalry, whofe occaiions iQ*ght require their abfence. 

But Adn>iral Kepf^el, fully explaining the nature of thefe 
applications, they acquiefced in the propriety of the motion. 
Lord Haw€ mored, that ao account be laid before the 
Hoofeof all thofe fhips which had been ordered to be got 
ready for Admiral Rodney's expedition to the Weft-Indies, 
together with the report of fuch as were, in confequence of 
that order, declared to be in readinefs, with the refpedive 
dates of the order and report; asalfo the number of (hips, 
tHe names of their coinmandtrs, the nutnberc of their mea 
and guns refpediv^ely, which a£hially failed upon that expe- 
dition. He obferved that this motion could not polSbly de- 
triment it now, elfe he would not have made it* It pafled 
without objeftioo. 

In confequence of thefe motions the following papers were 
ordered to be laid upon the table. 

' I. The fubftance of all information of the ftate and rea- 
dinefs of the Dutch naval force, and particularly the ftate of 
the Tcxcl immediately previous to fails Majefty*s proclama- 
tion, direfting hoftilitics ; alfo the fubftance of all informa- 
tion, obtained by the Admiralty, or any of his Majefty's 
minifters, defcribing the force and pra^cability of a iqua- 
dron of the king's fliips entering the Texel by force. 

2. An extraft from Admiral Darby's letter to the Admi- 
ralty, on his leaving Spithead, in March 1781, to afcertain 
the day of bis failing ; alfo fuch extra&s of his letters to Mr. 
Stephens from the coaft of Ireland, as may relate to his 
jandion with the vidualiers off that coaft, to his force to the 
time of his failing from thence, and any information he 
might have himfelf received, and thought proper to tranfmit 
to the Admiralty, concerning the French and Spanilh fleets 
being at fea. 

3. The information fent by the Admiralty to Sir George 
Rodney, appriflng him of the failing of Moniieur De Graife 
forthe Wcft-lndies, in M^rch 1781. 

4. The weekly accounts of the ftate and condition of his 
Majefty's fhips fitting and in readinefs at Plymouth, Portf- 
moutb^ and the DownS; immediately after the failincr of 
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Vice Aikniral Darby^ tke 13th Marcli 1781 ; and alfo for 
t,he laft wee); in March and lecond week in April 1781. 

5. All fuch extracts from Sir George Rodney's letters to 
the Ado^iralty as relate to his informing thena of his fending 
Coaimodore Hotham to England with the property captured 
at St, Euilatius. 

6» All fuch extraAs from Vice Admiral Darby's letters to 
the Admiralty as contain his rcafons for leaving his ftation, 
fent either from fea, or on his arrival at Torbay in Auguft 
1781, with Mr. Stephens's anfwers* 

J. All fuch extrafts from Vice Admiral Parker's letters to 
the Admiralty, and from their Lordfhips to the Vice Admi- 
ral, a« may contain informatiop relative to the Dutch fqua- 
dron and their movements, to the Vice Admiral's requifi- 
tions, and the Admiralty's intentions of fending reinforce-^ 
ments io time. Alfo 

8. A copy of Vice Admiral Parker's letter to the Admi-, 
ralty, giving anr account of his aftion with the Dutch fqua- 
dron oh the Dogger Bank, Aug, 5th, 1781, or all fuch ex- 
tracts fiom that letter as may relate to the aftion. Alfo 

9. Such extrafts from Vice Admiral Darby's letters to 
Mr, Stephens, as contain the ftate and condition of the fliips 
under bis command on their return from their cruize in No* 
ireiiiber 17^1. Alfo 

10 Such extracts of Rear Admiral Kempcnfelt's corref- 
pondence with the Admiralty, as relate to the objefts of his 
command from the time of his appointment, and of the in- 
flruftions with which he failed in December 1781, and the 
intelligence given to him b^ the Admiralty, or any of his 
Majefty's miniflers, relative to the force of the enemy. Alfo 

] I. A copy of Rear Admiral Kempenfek's letter to the 
Admiralty, upon his falling in with the French fleet in De- 
cember 1 78 1. Alfo 

12. A lift bf the French and Englifh fleets in the a^Ion 
between Sir Samuel Hood and Monfieur De Graffe off Point 
Salines, with til fuch extrafts from Sir Samuel Hood's letter 
CO the Admiralty as give an account of that a&ion. Alfo 

1 3. An account of fhips and frigates employed for the de- 
fence of the ifland ofjerfey, in the month of January 1781. 
Alfo 

14. An account of the number of (hips of war lately fail- 
ed under the command of Admiral Sir George Rodney for the 
Weft-Indie«, fpecifying the times when they were refpec- 
cively ordered .to be. fitted for that ftrvice, the times they 

were 
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were fcVcrally reported to be ready for fca ; together with 
the names of the fhips^ and the commanders of tbem^ at their 
different periods. And jilfo 

15. A lift of the names of the admirals, captains, and 
other commanders, born for full pay in his Majefty's fleet 
now abfcnt fr«m their duty, with the reafons in their appli- 
cations. 

January 28. 

Gearge Sir George Yonge complained of a perfon named Broughton, 
YoBsr. an elector of Honiton, who had committed a icandalous 
breach of priviledge, by endeavouring to impede the orders 
of that Houfe, and prevcntiog the execution of them. He 
was ordered to attend. 
Lord M»l- Lord Mulgrave faid he was forry that the honourable 
grave. member who had moved that the committee on the bavil 
inquiry fhould fit on Thurfday next, was not then in the 
Houie ; he had fent him notice on Sunday that he (Lord 
Mulgrave) would move ihisday, fordifcharging that order, 
and making a new one for the fitting of the committee on 
Thurfday fevennight, becaufe the papers which had bcca 
moved for as neccffary to the inquiry, could not pofiibly be 
ready by Tl)urrday next. This, as foon as he knew it, he 
communicated to Mr. Fox ; and the honourable member 
had fent him for anfwer, that he Ihould be in his place io 
the Houfe on Monday : but he was forry to hear now tbr 
the honourable gentleman was prevented by indifpofiticfi 
from attending. His Lordfhip however faid, that he wonU 
wait till to-morrow, if neceiTary \ and then would make tk 
mption he had mentioned. 
Mr. T. M*"* ^* ^own/hend was not left forry for the indifpofitica 

XowniKejid. of his honourable friend^ than aftonlfhed at the intention of 
the noble Lord to put off the inquiry, after minifters had ia 
a manner defied it. It was fingular that they did not kaov 
that the papers would be voluminous. They did not fay 1 
word at that time. On Thurfday they were to go 
into this bufinefs. It was not therefore probable that ao* 
other opportunity would occur^ as the next day thert 
was to be a ballot, and Wedaefday was a holiday. Thet 
vk'ould be left therefore altogether in doubt whether u 
w^s to come on on Thurfday or not.* He w^s 
proceeding, when hp was interrupted by the Speaker, 
who informed him that there was no queflion before tb' 
Houie, and that it WQUld be dii^rderly to proceed merely 

* 4 '»P<^ 
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upon a notice of a motion given by the noble Lord. A cofl- 
verfation upon order fuCrceeded, which, after fome time, was 
ended by 

- Lord Mulgravcj who hearing himfclf called upon by Mf, Lord M»1. 
Byng, to make his motion then, rofe for the purpofe of ma- 6"^^' 
king it. He faid, if gentlemen fuppofed it was the wifh or 
defireof the Admiralty to delay the inquiry for the purpofe 
of delay, they were very much miftaken: the Admiralty, 
had defted, provoked, challenged the inquiry ; and had only 
to regret that the gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe 
had narrowed the fcale on which the noble Lord at the head 
of the Admiralty was earneft that it fhould have been con- 
du£ted : but fincc thofe gentlemen^ had, for purpofes beft 
known to themfelves, directed the whole of the inquiry to 
one iingle objeft, it was the wifh of the noble Earl, who 
was moft inteVefted in the event of the inquiry, to lay before 
the Houfe, in the moft clear andample manner, thofe docu- 
ments which had been moved for ; and he wifhed it the 
more, as he was confcious, that what his enemies imagined 
would furnifh the great grounds for their repeated inveftives 
againft him, would furnifh on the contrary, the moft irre- 
fragable proofs of his innocence ; and that what they fondly 
hoped would cover him with difgrace, would point him out 
to his countrymen as an able, zealous, and meritorious 
fervant of the public; thofe documents would difpel the 
mifts of prejudice that had been raifed about that noble Earl's 
character; and fliew him in his true colours, a faithful and 
a£tive minifter. Nothing therefore was meant by the wifh*- 
ed-for delay of the inquiry, than that the Admiralty might 
have time to make out thefe documents in the moft clear and 
fatisfaftory manner for the Houfe, and for the public. When 
the honourable member (Mr, Fox) moved fbr the inquiry, 
he had the day fixed for Thurfday next, before he made his 
motions (of which he had fuch a number in his hand at the 
time, that he could fcarccly grafp them) for the various pa- 
pers that he thought ncceffary to the inquiry : he had made 
it a requeft of the honourable gentleman to withdraw fome 
of thclie motions, till the Lords of the Admiralty fliould have 
an opportunity to look into their books, and fee if in {^y of 
the papers to be* moved for, there were any which if would 
not be proper to grant : the honourable member complied 
iVith, his requeft : when the Houfe was rifing he afked the 
honourable gentleman for a copy of the motions he had with- 
drawn ; and received for anfwer, that be would very readily 
Vol. V. >lm give 
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^ive him copies of them if he had iny ; but that he would 
/end them to him the next day : this, however. He had 
omitted to do : the next day was Friday ; wheti that ho* 
nourabte member made the motions he had withdrawn the 
preceding day, together with fome new ones, which he had 
not mentioned before. It was therefore Saturday morning 
before his Lordfhip had an opportunity to refer to the books 
at the Admiralty ; he had examined them all that day; he 
Continued his labour on Sunday morning ; and then fbund, 
ihat the papers moved for would be fo yolumin9us that it 
f^uld be abfolutely impof&ble to have them ready by Tfaarf- 
day next : fitting in the midft of thefe books land papers, he 
Wrote a card on Sunday morning to the honourable member, 
to acquaint him with this circuinftance ; and had intimated 
at the fame time his intention ^o move for adjoui^ning the 
fitting of the committee toThyrfdayfevertnigHt ; the anfwcr 
be received was that be (Mr. Fox). would be in the Heufe 
on this day. No time had been U>ft by the Admiralty ia 
looking into their books ; the earlieft notice was given that it 
^Qi^W be impoffiblc to have the papers that had been ordered 
by the Houfe ready by nextThurfday : by Thurfday fcven- 
sight however every thing would be ready for the inquiry; 
not that he meant by this that the pa^rs could n6t be pro- 
duced mv^ch fooner. He hoped that by Monday he Ihould 
be at^le to lay them on the table ; and between that day and 
Thurfday gentlemen would have time to'perufe them. He 
wiflied that the honourable mover Had bteh prefcnt, bat 
from what had\>een faid by gentlemen on the other fide, he 
truil.^d that it would not be imputed . to him^ that in roa* 
king the motion now he had treated th'ehonourablc gentleman 
)vith difrefpeift :. nor he truftci'd, Would any man bclicTe 
that he was capable of defcending tt> the meannefs of a ma- 
Xiopuvrc in wifhing'to protraft tfacj lAqulry for a week longer. 
Having faid this much, his Lordfhip moved that the order 
for going into the committee >on Thurfday next be difcharg- 
cd ; and a new order, made for the fitting of the committee 
on Thurfday fevennight. 
Mr, T. Mr, 5r. Town/hcnd faid, that it was for finifler purpofes, 
lownflicnd. ^nd npt merely on the grounds mentioned by the noble Lord, 
that the delay was wifhed for : he could not conceive that the 
papers moved for would be as voluminous as his Lordfhip 
defcribed them: nor did he think that much time would 
be neceflfary to digeft or put them mto proper form; for 
many of them had already. appeared iii print ;. many others 

coataioed 
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contained notbiivg tQpre than the inftru^ons gWetl to our 
own oflpcier^; all the mighty bufinefs that could require 
any little time or labour, would be that of digefling the 
fubftaqce of the intcllig^oce received from our fpies abroad : 
therefore as he could not be perfuaded that' the' whole 
put together would be either voluminous, or laborious, he 
could not augur wcU of the wiihed-for delay : and it ap- 
peared to him rather ominous that thofe who had fo readily- 
agreed to the inquiry, nay provoked it, ihould now be fb dew 
iirous to flielter themfelves from it by delay. 

He remarked, ths^t it was very evident for what mi- 
nlftry protracted the fpace fet apart for the inquiry*' There 
were vapous dcfcription^ of men Jn that Houfe, who wcv^ 
to be fipalt ^Yith Recording tP their different feelings previous . 
%o the qpppiog of that bpfinefe; fome were to be convinced 
one >yVy9 ^nd fome another. Some were to have promife$ 
made to fheqp, and fome promifes performed : in fhort, ihi 
trqops t})at ^v^vered were tp be fixed, and thofe who were 
confirmed, were to be afTuredly kept fo; beiides, it wat 
hoped by this i^anagem^nt, that the fupporters of the motioa 
for the inquiry would bp wearied out and deterred from their 
i^uty, on fpeing fo many obftacles thrown in their way, un« 
der the perfua^n that Adminiftration had not taken fuch ^ 

pjttraordin^ry pain^ without » certainty of fcreening them- 
felves. Tl^c inquiry was not a matter of yeflerday, it had 
been kpown for tponths that it would take place, and the 
papers Vfi^rc fuch as muft obvioufly have been expefled to 
be moyed for ; they ought therefore to have been ready* 
^e kpp^ th/it a {^ord of the Admiralty might abfent himfelf 
froip his duty ^t fea, a<nd being a member of Parliament he 
oiighjt run down into the country in a recefs, leaving hi« du- 
ty elfewhere wholly unattended to; but in this cafe the 
public ne,wfpapers had declared, that during the recefs the 
clerjis of tly; Admiralty were all bufily employed in prepar- 
ing fuch papers as yvould be neceffary to be produced . to 
Parliament, a^ evidence upon the naval inquiry, that was 
expelled to take place after the holidays. Befides, how wa» 
the noble Lord's tin;ie employed, that be never found out 
that the papers moved for, part of them on Thurfday and^ 
part of thetn on Friday, were extremely voluminous, and 
would take up much tii?ie to prepare, till Sunday evening, 
fLord Mulgrave fa;d acrofe the Houfe, " my words were 
Sunday morning."] ** Good God, exclaimed Mr. Townf- 
hcj^, in^J^eip^pf ftiipnc irony, here do I ftand convifted, 

Mf^:.Z before 
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before this Houfc, and in the face of roy country, of haYiog 
flated a tranfa£iion to have taken place on Sunday evening, 
when from the teftimony of a Lord of the Admiralty, it ap- 
pears that it really took place on Sunday morning ! Whati 
wicked mifreprefentation have I been guilty of? Sunday 
morning be it, however, and I (till fay, I cannot help feel- 
ing a tittle furprize that the noble Lord did not fooner dif- 
cover, what he has this day ftated to be, the reatbti that has 
induced him to move to ditcharge the order of Xhurfday lad; 
an order, in the framing of which he had, for ought I know, 
as much to do as my'honourable friend," 
fjlr, Byng. ^^.^ ffy„g rcniarked that it had an ill appearance, that the 
Admiralty fhould wifh to put off the inquiry for Thurfday 
next: on that day the Houfe was to be called over; and 
therefore a pretty full attendance might be expefted ; and 
it was only in a full Houfe that fo important an inquiry 
fhould take place: hut perhaps minifters did not think the 
attendance fufBciently great. On the 21ft, when the Houfe 
was called over for the firfl time, there were a great many 
abicntees on the minifterial fide : the delay might give them 
time to come to town ;' and perhaps during the time gained 
by the delay, minifters might be able to convince many 
pther members, by irrefiftible arguments, that the managc- 
uient of the navy was fuch as muft do honour to Lord Sand- 
wich. Thofe very likely were the great obje£ts of minifters 
in putting off the inquiry for another week; and therefore 
it was the duty of the real friends to their country to oppofe 
$1 delay, not calculated for the benefit of the country. He 
bad propofed the call of the Houfe, and he had incurred reach 
. cenfure, becaufe there had been no material bufinefs. Now 
that i^ was put off for a week longer he fhould incur much 
more cenfure. He faw no earthly reafon for the delay, un- 
lefs that which his honourable friend had pointed"^ out of an 
intention of management in the Admiralty, fo as all former 
inquiries had been managed and defeated, 
flir James Sir Jflm^f Marriott begged ©f the gentlemen on the other 
Mmott. ^j^ ot the Houfe, to confidcr the nature of the bufincfs which 
occupied the attention of the Houfe. It was a judicial in- 
qqiryv The gentlemen had brought fevere charges agaioft 
the Admiralty Board, and they had called for documents to 
fupport and prove thoie charges. The evidence on both 
fides was to be brought forward j by whom ? By the 
party accufed* So far this bufinefs differed from the prac- 
tice of the Courts bolow ; for here the party accufed was 
fiftUcdupon to bring forward tb^- evidence by which the 

ckargQ 
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charge againft him was to be proved. ^ Waff it not ncccffarf 
that he (hould have time to do this ? The dcrks in the 
office could not prepare the papers withpQt the affiflance 
and infpedion of the principals of the Board. It was a talk 
for the Lords of the Admrralty themfelves to look over care- 
fully, to digeft and arrange thofe papers; and in executing 
the order, prepare alfo the defence of the Firft Lord of the 
Admiralty. The evidence on both fides was contained in the 
papers that were called for. It was a moft ferious and im- 
portant inquiry. The eyes of all Britain were now upon the 
conduft of the Parliament, and therefore would it be wife,' 
would it be right, would it be candid, to hurry a bufineis 
which could only be done Well by being done deliberately } 
It was furely right in the Admiralty to come forward in tl» • 
bufinefs, and tell the Houfe when they could have the. pa- 
pers ready: they didfo; they faid Thurfday fcvennight* 
TheHoufe then underftood, that on Thurfday I'evennight the 
inquiry was to come on peremptorily ; they were to have no . 
further delays, and as this was but a fingle week, it could 
not furely be any great difference to gentlemen, 'or to the 
nation in general. It would be known, and perfeftly under- 
ftood, that it was to come on peremptorily on that day as 
now fettled. 

In th^ inftance of the inquiry in queftion, he took the 
charge to be two* fold, apd to confift of thefe parts— Either 
that the Earl of Sandwich, (as Firft Lord of the Admi- 
ralty,) was in poireffion of material and important intelli- 
gence, which he neglefled to take that advantage of which his 
duty to his country rendered indifpenfibly neccifary ; or, that * 

the Earl of Sandwich was deftitute of that information 
which it was his duty to have procured ; and that not having 
procured fuch information bad proved fatal to the intereu 
of that ftate, in the adminiftration of whofe executive go- 
vernment beheld a refponfiblc fituation. 

In order to make out either part of this weighty charge, a 
variety of papers had been called for, that were to fervc the 
purpofe of both fides of the inquiry.; and to form a body of 
evidence, in which w^s to be foond proof of the crinriinaUty^ 
or proof of the innocence of the party charged with fuch. a 
criminal negleft of duty. 

Sir James declared, he fpoke not from any prejudice one 
way or the other, he meant not to favour the Earl of Sand* 
wich any more, than he ftiould wifti to be fuppofed illiberal 
enough to pronounce acenfure upon him before his con« 
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to prove hil merkingc^ofurq ; but U wa^ (hi^ to^thf n9t>k 

Lord from motivf« of dtlicacv, and from priaciplcsof jof- 

tice, that the inquiry fhould oe cooly aod cieliberatdj coo- 

do&ed, that no reafoQablc deiire of further time for picpara- 

tion (hould be refufed, and that the whole 4)Qy|d be marked 

with iingular candour, temper, and folemnity. 

MrJStmber Mr. Mamtir Gaffoym faid» that no moment hstj been loft 

Caftojoc. Iji iJj^ preparation of the papers at the Admiralty. As fooa 

as it wa« known what were all the papers that were wanted, 

which was not till Saturday morning, they inftaatly fet a* 

boot collefting and arranging thrm for the copying clerks. 

On Saturday morning it was found they wcrpfb vqluminous, 

dut without taking all the perfons in the office froip the bc« 

ceflary detail of duty, in ail the. feveral part$, aacl employ- 

iag even the Secretary and every qther perfon, froqi morn- 

ing till night, they could not prepare them in time. Now 

would gentlemen wi(h to bring on the inquiry without the 

papers; or did it lookUke management and manoeuvre tocpine 

forward fairly, as fbon as they faw they could not execute the 

order to the moment, and inform the Houfe of the fad ^ 

There had been a great deal of abu&, and iaycfE^ivp, and ca- 

lumny, againft the Firft Lord of the Admiralty ; -» and 

there might be now a great deal of calumny — and a 

p-eat many words about this delay — - but w^rds were but 

wind, and this Houfe was full of wind.— k was certainly 

the moft windy place in the kingdom, and as the failor called 

it, there was a great deal of foul wind. He however did 

not mind it. No perfon with candour and firmnefs would 

fay, that the Admiralty wiflied to ihrink from the inquiry. 

They de&red to have it; they wifiiedihat it had been made 

cm broader gitound, and not as it waa ; confined to one line, 

and that a very narrow on^. They hoped that they wouU 

have inftituted an inquiry into the whole'of the naval iyfiein 

and Bianagem.Qot'iince the conpnxencement of the war* But 

be (bppo&d that Ahe gentlemen th.ej^felves who .had b^aa 

this imjuiry, found that ^hey had gone. too far, anid wiued 

that they might^et out of the di^raceful predicament of ha* 

ving made violent and vpjsitt .diarges, iioflion ;^ter ieffioo, 

^ againft the Board of Admiralty. 

With regard to the iniinuationa about art and manage- 
ment, that iudjbeen thrown out, th^y were not wortiij aa 
anfwer ; had any fuch delign either bc;en thought of ur re- 
ftived upon, the nohleXord who noaije -^^ Qioiioa :hjtd too 
' •' 4 ""open 
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open and too laairly a nyind to fiilFer himfeif to be made the 
inftrument of it. ^Equally unworthy of an anfwer was wba( 
an honourable gentleman had thought proper to throw out, 
of ^ firft lord of the Admiralty's goinginto thecountry during 
the receis. That gentleman, perhaps, was the only one who 
would fay he thought it a matter either to be blamed or won- 
dered at, that a member of Parliament, whofe profei&onal 
duty had kept him at fea all the fummer, (hould take advan- 
tage of the Chriftmas recefi, and go down to the country to 
fee his friends and relations. For liis part, not having the 
fame ftrong reafons to impel him to leave town, he defied 
any man to prove, that for the ieveral years he had enjoyed 
the honour of fitting at a public Board, he had, even in 
fummer, negle^ed to attend his duty. He had done fo regu- 
larly, and whenever the inquiry wfts proceeded upon, he was 
perfuaded it would be found that-thecOnduA of the Board ia 
general was fuch as by no means merited the imputations- that 
had been repeatedly caft on its feveral members. 

Mr« ffiiliam Pitt faid, that an aflfertion of the laft gentle- Mr* Wm. 
man's, who was one of the Lords of the Admiralty, deferved ^'^ 
the particular cbnfideration of the Houfe ; fince it was an af- 
fertion which the records of that Houfe would fully and ef- 
feiftually refute. The honourable gentleman had faid, that 
as foon as it was known at the Admii<alty what were the pa- 
pers wanted in this inquiry, which Was not till Satutday 
morning, they fet about prepafiqg them. To ihew the 
complete and difgraceful negligence of the Admiralty ia 
this inftance, he begged leave to quote, from the Jour- 
nals of that Houfe, the refolutions of Thurfday laft. He 
read thofe refolutions, fifteen of whioh were for the produce 
tion of diilerent papers neceiTary to the conduA of this inqui- 
ry. Here then was a detedion'of the aflertion of t^e ho- 
nourable gentleman ; for by this it appeafed, that the lords 
of the Aihniralty, who attended their duty in Parltamelit, . 
knew of a great part of the papers that wet-e wanted on 
Thurfday night ; and the Boaid knew officially of them on 
Friday morning. The Houfe Avould alio fee, that the pa- 
pers called for were not in their nature voluminous, nor fuch 
as required much time for preparation. If there were not 
clerks in the Admiralty, why did they not procure more ?. 
But perhaps the principals in the office were not capable, 
without much time, and great leifure, of arranging, digefting, 
and preparing this mafs of evidence. If fo, let them confefs 
it ; confefs the incapacity of office, and there was no doubt 
biat Parliament would be able to remedy even that evil. The 
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bufinefs was plain and fimple ; the papers were to be copied 
and l|iid upon the table. It would not, in his opinioo» rc« 
quire a laliour of two days to coiled, arrange, and digefitiK 
whole. And it was of a nature which the Adn>iralty ought 
to have forefeen as likely to be called for, and whi#h might 
have been prepared during the recefs* But the learned gen- 
tleman who had fpoken Immediately before the laft.fpeakcr, 
had thrown a good deal of light on the buiinefs. He was a 
great Crown lawyer, and therefore what he (aid mutt be 
attended to. He had called it a judicial inquiry. This be 
denied. A judicial inquiry it was no^, nor partaking of the 
nature of the proceflfes in the Courts below. It was a great 
folemn inquiry by the Houfe of Commons into one of the 
high departments of the ftate ; it was an inquiry which the 
calamities of the empire called for, and which was neceflary 
to the honour, the refpe£t — nay, in hi& foul, he believed to 
the exigence of the ftate ;<*-But the learned gentleman wcot 
farther, being a judicial inquiry, this Crown lawyer declares, 
and the Hpui'e muft mark it, the Lords of the Admiralty, in 
cxecuting«^e order of the Houfe, are in fa£l to prepare the 
charge againft themfelves, and this naturally requires fome 
time ; for, in preparing the charge, they muft alfo contri^-e 
to frame the defence. Thefe were th^ Crown lawyer's vcn 
words. In executing the order, they have alfo to prepare 
the defence of the Firft Lord of the Admiralty. Let it there* 
fore beclearly underftood, from this high authority, that as 
the Lords of the Admiralty have to bring forward rhe charge 
againft themfelves, they muft neceflarily take time, and do 
It with deliberation, for they muft alfo warp into the charge 
the defence. He muft beg leave to differ with his right ho- 
nourable friend, in his obfervaticn, that gentlemen remark- 
ing this conduft of the Admiralty would be fatigued in the 
purfuit, and give it up in defpair* God forbid ! No ; iker 
would on the contrary view it as a tacit, filent fyroptom ct 
confcious guilt ; they would, if they faw that there was 1 
d^gn to overthrow that by management which tbey^couU 
not reiift if met fairly, confider -the Admiralty -Boar: 
as labouring under the convifiion of delinquency ; they 
would fay that it carried with it ftrong fymptoms c^ dark, 
latent, lurking guilt, whiclvcoveted concealment. That aitr 
a>l their founding, proud boafts, challenges, and defiances 
they funk into mean and wretched pretences^ hoping t; 
fecure themfelves for a lime from the infamy of that detec- 
tion which muft come ^pon them at laft. Nay > tbai thc« 
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were fb fond of place, that for the fake of another week^s li,ft!^ 
they Would fall lo low as to praQife a little manoei^vre on th^ 
Houfe, and live on the precarious ami temporary acquicf- 
cence of Parliament. However, upon the whgle^ .he would 
rejoice if he could be fatisfied, that according to the aflcrtion 
of the learned gentleman, Thurfday fevennight fhouldpc* 
remptorily be the day for inquiry ; and that mHvifters wouid 
not then urivetoput it off to a ftill morediftan: day. 

Mr. Gafcoyne rofe to explain : he faid, the honourablb Mr.Caf- 
member had mifunderftood hira ; for when he faid that the *^°>"^' 
Admiralty did not till Saturday morning know what papers 
would be wanted, he meant all the papers that fliould be 
wanted ; and if he had taken the trouble to read the volume 
of motions contained in the votes of Friday, which he had 
not read, the Houfe w^ould find that they wouJdJlequal in 
nuniber thofe contained in the votes of Thurfday, which 
he had read. 

Mr. Martin faici, he rofe not to take up much of the atw ^^ Martin 
tcntion of the Houfe, but merely to fay, that he thought 
there had been time enough to prepare the papers in quefiiooy 
between the period of their being ordcired and Thurfday 
next, f(3tr which reafoa the delay, now moved for, appeared 
to him to be wholly unneceffary. 

Lord Mulgrave faid- that it was impoiEble that Lord Sand- ^-ord M»I< 
wich could have been able to.prepare for a! defence during the r*^'* 
recefs, becaufe knowing, as he did know, that his* works 
V^ere all in .the moft complete order, it was impolBble that 
he could have forefeen where the attack would be made upon 
them. Gentlemen were hot at all aware of the great laboiM 
that muft attend the extraftipgandrdigefting. the'fubftance dt 
the papers called for : it would be neceffary to lead over the 
correfpondence or intelligence from abroad, for eight months 
pafl ;. perhaps in fome Iheets not above a line might be- found' ' 
relating to theobjcft of the inquiry ; perhaps in othecs not "' 
a word ; but ftill they muft be all read j. aja>^ read only by tlM^ 
fecnetary or lords of the Admiralty thcmfiplves ; bccaajfc tkisk 
intelligence, being of a confidential n«iture, (ikught not to^ bd 
intrufted to the ordinary clerks in office : and leti gef&denmv 
think what they might to the^contraxy,, he covW alfoiir tk© 
Houfe, that if all the ordinary bufinefs qf the Boaird' was ta* 
ftand ftill, and all the clerks be employed in copying. tbKcx:-*^ 
tra£ts, they could not be ready by ThxKMay next. Aa tm 
the idea that had been thrown our, Uiat the ^oaril wiiihrdjfod 
aa op^rtunity, or tim^ to be able to bring forwardr papers^ 
Vol*. V N n but 
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but at the fame time withhold the real and fubftaatial iotelli- 

fence that the Houfe rec^uired, all he would fay was, that the 
Hrft Lord of the Admiralty who (hould dare to do fuch a 
thing ought to loofe his head : all therefore that he wiflied 
for, was time to execute in the moft full and ample manoer 
the orders of the Houfe, let the confequence be what it might ; 
the public had a right to know what their fcrvants had done ; 
and when they ihould have the moft ample documents before 
them, they then would be able to form a proper judgment of 
the conduct of thok fervants ; to infiiEt punifhment if it 
ihould be found neceflary ; to beftow praife if found to have 
been deserved. The delay called for was but (hort ; this was 
pot the month of Jun;?, but of February ; and iheFcforc 
there was no reafon to fuppofc that gentlemen were eager to 
return to the country : fo that it would be to thera of very 
little difference whether the inquiry fhould take place on 
ThurfdajTftQxt, or on that day fevennight. As to the idea of 
management, which had been thrown out, and for which it 
had been fuggefted that the delay was called for, he was fo 
far above fuch paltry fhifts, that he could look down with 
contempt upon the infinuation. \ 
Col. Barre. Colonel Barre hoped, and trufled that the noble Lord 
meant, by wifhing to poftpone the inquiry till Thurfflay 
fevennight, to have an opportunity of bringing forward the 
papers that were called for on Monday next, by which 
gentlemen would be able to read them before the day 
of inquiry : for, fufped Lord Sandwich of a manoeiivre ! 
and, that in his own defence ! impoflible ! It would be 
calumny to think of it ! by bringing them forward on 
that day, the Houfe would be able to get mafters of the 
fafts, and then, as the learned gentleman had faid, they 
would go peremptorily into the inquiry on Thurfday feven- 
night. ' 
¥hc Sftlici- The Solicitor General declared, that for his own part, he 
tftrGcAcn) ^g^^ ^^ much an enemy to the prpduftion of thofe papers at 
all, he thought them fo dangerpus, and fo improper to be 
given to that Houfe, and confequently to ^11 the world,' that 
lie wondered bow minifters could cpnfent to lay them upon 
the table. He was an enemyto the inquiry j for by fuch an 
inquiry, and the produ£tipn of fuch papers, we deflroyed 
t^e conftitution itfelf, and loft all tbei benefits arifing from 
an executive government, as iliftinft from a Icgiflative, We 
might as well have all our operations agaiiift the enemy 
brought foi:ward^ weighed, difculTed, and adopted in that 
3 - ^ -• ■> ' Houfe, 
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Houfe, as to produce all the ferret communications of go- 
vernment. What was the hazard which we w^efe to run in 
this bufincfs ? We were to bring forward all the papers that 
had been fent to us by thofe very ufeful, nccetfary, and va-^ 
luable people, who, at the hazard of their lives, and with 
death always before them, fent us accounts of every thing, . 
It was very true, the fubftance only was to be given of thcix 
correfpondcnce ; but might not that be enough ta point out 
who they were, perhaps in the councils of the enemy, or 
near them, who furnifhed us with the intelligence ? Conli- 
dering this, be wondered much, that minifiers bad allowed 
the papers to be produced at all ; but having fufFered thecn, it 
was certainly their next duty to take care, that in esjccuting 
the order of the Houfc, they did not fuffcr one line nor one 
fy liable to pafs which Ihould be injurious, or fhould endanger 
the country which they were appointed to proteft. For this 
reafon time muft be given ; they had mentioned the time nc- 
ceflTary, and he did not fee how the Houfe could refufe the. 
motion^ He fupported Dr. Marrlot's idea of the bufineft 
bin g judicial, inafmuch as it was uflicred iiito the Houfe 
with all the force of the moft elaborate accufaiion,inafpcoch 
of the honourable mover of near three hours long. 

Mr, Burh commented on the learned gentleman's fpeech Mr. B«rkf. 
with great addrefs. The learned crown lawyer had pofitivcly 
declared, that his Majefty's minifters bad in his opiaion 
abandoned their duty aha betrayed their country. They 
had annihilated the executive government entirely. If thi$ 
was true, and in the learned gentleman's opinion it was, they 
ought inftantly to be impeached, tried, and brought to the 
block. This being the learned gentleman's opinion, it was 
no wonder that he Ihould objeft to the inquiry, for 
upon this ground the inquiry itfelf was .unconftitutionaU 
The honourable gentleman in very ftrong colours painted 
this curious argument, and he then anfwered others of the 
aiTertions that bad been made, contending, that the delay 
moved for was to him the ftrongeft proof of the intention of 
minifters, and that thefe intentions were to blaft and defeat , 
the inquiry. As to the fear of our fpies fuffering by any in- 
formation given to this Houfe, the place, dates and names be- 
ing fuppreffcd, he could' not fee any danger ariling to any of 
them from fuch a produftion. It was not the nature of fecrct 
intelligence to be prolix. Indeed poor muft his qualities as 
a fpy be, who does not in a line or two fuggeft the whole of 
his buiinefi^ ; long diftertations were not their talept^ and the 
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fpy ^o went in fuch a roupd-about manner to work would 
ceferve toi>e hanged by the minifter here as well as the minif- 
tfer tbcrcJ 

He had heard that Wprds were but wind, and that ther 
were here more windy than any where elfe ; he bclicTcd 
the gentleman who had laid fo, meant to refer to the vote of 
this Houfe ; that the influence of th«" Crown had increafcd, 
was increafing, artd oaght to be diminifhed. If the hoooura- 
ble gentlbmiin itieant to make their fpeaker a mere ^o]ns, 
th|it claufo Vtntorum UYtere rcgnet. Whenever this inqisirj 
took pface, he would find that *^ JYow illi imperium ftkp 
fisvum t{ue m'dentem.^* 

He lamented Mr. Fox's iilnefs, but dMarcd if he contl- 
nocd ill, the inquiry ought to proceed, and even if the coun- 
try was to fufTcr fuch a ferious calamity, as his honourable 
. friend's death, it ought to be followed up carneftly aodfo- 
lemnly ; nay, of fo much confequence wis the inquiry to tbe 
public, that nO bnd ufe would be made of the Ikin of his de- 
parted friend, (fliould fuch be his fate) if like that of John 
Zifca, Tt were converted into a 'drum> and Ufed for the pur- 
pibfcof founding An alarm to the people of England, in order 
to teach them, that the only oKans of faving the ftate vss 
for that Howfe to be rapid in inquiry into the conded of the 
' ftrvants of the Crown, and flow in voting away the oionej of 
th ir conftitucnts. 

■Lord' Mti)grave*s motion for dlfcharging the order of 
ThiJrt'day laft, was then put and agreed to» 

His Lor<lfhip afterwards moyc0^ <^ That the Houfe rc- 
folve itfelf into a Committee of Inquiry, for the porpofe ct 
invefligatin^: the naval coridfaft of the war, during the conrlc 
of the year 1781, onThurfday, the 7th of February ♦ 
Thii was likcwilc carried. 

It was then. pfopofecl to go into a Committee of Supply o 
eti.Barrc. voteth^ ordhaiiceeflirnates ; t)ut Colonel Barri oppofed the 
mealcrre on th?s ground, that It was thea too late 9A kour to 
cater into a new debate on eftimates, which were of fuch 
magnitudes?- that they well deferved a whole day's diicuffioo; 
they were iti fize the mod enormous^ in fhape the mof^ 
qiwjfttowabfc of any eftimates he had ever fcen. : they amouot- 
cd ta 1,644,2461. equal nearly to 35. 6d« in the pou^ laiui 
ta)t. k Was am eftimate unprecedented in theEngliih annals* 
H^ fou^d that new expences had been incurred by a Aew 
fpecies of defence ; for fince our navy hacL ceafed to com- 
mtod tbe fia^i we had been obliged tQ ha^e i^eoourfe lalaDi! 
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fortificfctioils ; and when he found where thoft foftificationt 
were raifed, on the caftcrn €Oaft of the ifland from the 
Xhaines to the ifland of ShetUtid ihelufivcly, he could not 
but confider the unfortunate c^ufe that had rendered all this 
expencc Jicceffary^ the war with Holland. If gentlemen 
infant toaS with decency they would not think of going in- 
to the committee that night. Many members not believing 
it poffible that minifters could !hink of defiring^he Houfe tcf 
go into the committee that night had gone home, and thofe 
who remained were fatigued with the debate which the Houfe 
had been engaged in. He rscommended it therefore to 
their 'confideration whether tindfcr fuch circumftances they 
would think qf entering on this enormous eftimate now. 

Lord Ncrib contended for the neeefEty of voting this fer- Lor<lNortW 
vice ; it fliould have been done before the recefs, but for a 
mi (lake : and it now muft be done^ as the fervice would fuffer 
by farther delays. The fum was undoubtedly great ; it was ^ 

not gi'eater in proportion, however, than former years ; it 
had inereafed with the occafions of the ftate, and was una- 
voidably enormous this year. He faid, the eftimate had been 
a long, time upon the table, much longer than ufual ; fo that 
gcntlenien might have had many opportunities of examining . 
it with earc. It was owing to an accidental error in the ac- 
counts now upon the table that the eftimate was not voted for 
before the recefs according to the ufual cuftom. 

Mr* Kenrick fpoke a few words, and faid, that perhaps the Mr.Kea* 
miftake was owing to him. He was a young member of the "«J^« 
Board of Ordnance, and was not much acquainted with the 
forins of. Parliament. 

Mr. 5y»^ fpoke warmly on the fliame of going into a Mr.^ym;. 
cofiiipit<c<5 at fo late an hour of the night, which he faid looked \ 

as if miniftry wifhed to take the Houfe by furprife ; and he 
therefore moved that the Houfe fhould adjourn. 

Colonel Barre fcconded this motion and faid, he (hould be ^^^' *^"C' 
glad) however, if they would agree to go into it that night, 
to go through as much of it as they could, and adjourn it 
OTCTto ainother day. He did not wifli to impede the public 
btifinefs. He defired only that gentlemen might fully exa- 
mine an account which was really ftaineful in its extrava- 
gmice. In anfwer to what Mr. Kenrick had faid, he ob- 
ferved^ that though he was not acquainted with the honoura- 
ble gentleman, he was perfuaded no part of the blame ought 
ta be attrilmted to him ; that if it had been found requiute 
for the prefent SHKM^aAS to be laid before jParli^mcnt fooner^ 

thert 
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there were members of this Houfe belonging to tfcat depart- 
ment, whofc knowledge of the mode of condu£ling bufi- 
ne(s would have certainly prevented them from falling into 
the like error with the honourable gentleman. 
iMNortli.^ Lord North faid, he lamented, as much as any man, tbe 
large amount of the efiimate now before tlie Houie, but tht 
exigencies of our affairs required it ; that it was very nnac- 
countable to him, how the honourable Member on the op- 
polite fide of the way could fay that miniftry wifhed to take 

fentlemen by furprife, and hurry this bufinefs through the 
loufe ; every candid man muft confefs the contrary ; the 
accounts had been lying on the table for a vreek pail, the 
Houfe was well apprized of the purport' of them, there was 
not a member that was not perfe£tly acquainted with them. 
If the Houfe was to aiTent to the honourable gentleman's 
propofition, the bufinefs of the nation would ever remain un- 
done, for on like pretences it might be put off to eternity. 
It was the conftant cuftom of this Houfe, for all fnbjeAs 
concerning the expenditure of the public money to be dif- 
cuffcd on Mondays, Wcdnefdays, and F^ridays ; and in con- 
formity with this ufage (fliould the matter be now deferred) 
it could n6t be debated on Friday next, being a holiday 
appointed by aft of Parliament, no bufinefs could be tranf- 
aftcd on it. [Here there was a loud laugh from the other 
fide of the Houfe, at a holiday by aft of Parliaments] Upoo 
which his Lordfhip took occafion to obfcrve, that the fa& was 
fo far fo that it was a day fet apart by the legiflaturc for reli- 
gious obfervance, let gentlemen of certain principles ridicule it 
as they might j he then proceeded to obferve, that Wcdncfday 
was appointed for the ftriking of a committee for a contefted 
eleftion, the final fettlement of which generally took up till 
paft fix o^clock, fo that one of the principal objeAions the 
hc^nourable gentleman had againft going into this afFair now, 
the late hour of the day, would hold equally good on Friday, 
andofcourfe it would be delayed till the Monday after. Gen- 
tlemen not aware of the great inconvenience that would arife 
to government from fuch a meafure, by deranging its plans 
for the welfare of the nation; the injury the ftate might fufier 
in confequence of fuch a delay would be but poorly atoned 
for by this boafted maturity of itiveftigation. He therefore 
wifhed the matter might then meet the decifion of the 
Houfe. 

Mr. Burh faid that he did not intend then fpeaking, had 
Mr. $arke. j^^^ ^^ qq^^j^ hoxii given bim a cue. He has told the Houfe 

there 



/. f]Zi. P E -B A T E S. a79 

* there was riot a Member who was not perfe£tly ac<jt!ain^cd 
with the particulars of the eftimates. He would aik his Lord- 
fhip, had he that knowledge of this matter that he fuppofed 
was already fo clear to the Houfe ? If he had I fhall propofe 
a queftidn or two to him, (Upon which Lord North can- 
didly confefled that he had not examined the papers.) From 
this Mr. Burke concluded, that if his Lordfhip, who is ge/* 
nerally acknowledged to he moft competent and accurate iii 
money matters, confeffcd his not having looked into it, how 
could he poffibly imagine the reft of the Houfe had been 
jnafters of the fubjca he mentioned. In caftinghis eye over 
them, he perceived one charge for falt-petre, the enormity 
of which particularly ftruck him ; the quantity charged for, 
he faid, was fufficient to pickle the atmofphere from henc'e 
to the Eaft Indies, He dwelt with a vaft deal of humou;r 
on it; and then alluded to Lord North^s mentioning Fri- 
day next being a holiday by A& of Parliament, by ob* 
ierving his Lordfhip had certainly in his eye at the time, 
another A6: of Parliament for making a holiday ; namely, 
the gun-powder treafon plot, which this vaft quantity of 
lalt»petre covrld not have failed to have given rife to. How 
eager sCre Minifters to expedite through this Houfe all bufi- 
ncls relative to the expenditure of money ; but when any in-» 
qairy is Tet on foot againft them, how tardy, how many ob- 
ftacles do they throw in the, way to .ftop its progrefs, or at- 
tempts to fmother it in its birth ! The account was abfo-* 
lutely fcandalousi It was one of thofe things which in ma- 
thematics are called incommenfurable ;-^it was impoftible to 
reduce it to any common ftandard^— it went to a point of ex- 
travagance beyond all rule ; but it was to be judged of' by 
proportion. So then, becaufe 6oo,ocol. was the expence of 
one year; 8oo,oool. the next; — 900,000!. the next;— 
i^ 100, 00€l. the next ; and i,6oo,OOol. the prefent — it was 
moderate in proportion ; becaufe we have been trying our 
ftrength in lifting a bull every day finpe he was a calf ; it is 
not now to be confidered as any uncommon exertion of 
bodiiv power. The honourable gentleman having enriched 
this idea with fome beautiful fimilies and deduftiohs^, con- 
cluded with declaring that they could not with any regard 
to their obligations fufFer this account to be voted without 
examination ; and he muft therefore vote for the motion of 
adjournment. 

General Conway faid, that great p^rt of this motion was Oeneral 
on the expenditure of fortifications from the Thames to Conway^ 

Shetland ; . 
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Shetland ; and for bis ps^rt his DEiind waa not capable to gnfp 
fo great an undertakings without the affiftance and fupport 
of n^en of knowledge and ability, to form a proper opinloa 
upon it; and indeed his total d<fjpar of obtaining aiiy beM< 
£t whatfoev^r to his coantry f>Qm fuch an inquiry, pre* 
vented his exertions on the occafion ; however, as fbme ho- 
nourable friends of his entertained, hopes of it, he would en- 
deavour at a future day to give them every affi&ancc withii 
the compafs of his poor abilities. 

S\r Gecgc Tor^ge obkv^cd^ that it was the duty of cverr 
Member who fat in t4iat Houfe, to ufe bis utmoft exerticfii 
to promote every mcafure that tended to the benefit of ih: 
nation ; and, oa the other hand, to oppose with his utsoft 
power any matter that fecmed hurtful to its welfare. A few 
of not fucceeding in our good intentions to the State coii^ 
be DO excufe for our negligence in not attempting it. 

Lord North faid, if gentlemen were fo very anxious fe 
having this matter deferred to a future day, notwithftaod- 
ing the immediate neceflity there was for it^ fpeediiy patSo; 
the Houfe, yet he fliould defer the confideratbn of it (as iit 
9S his voice went) till Friday next, provided that ho buiincH 
jfhould be introduced on that day to prevent its meeting witi} 
that ample difcuflion which gentlemen in oppofition wliheu 
for, or if any debates fliould arifr, which might ftop its be* 
ing proceeded on till a l^te hour, yet that gentlemfto fhouli 
not obje£t to it on that account, as it was his inteoc it 
fhould be finally determined that day. If gentlemen on rl^ 
other fide of the Houfe underfiood perfeftly what bo mcaflt, 
and would accede to it, he would not pu&i the matcef far- 
ther, but let it lie over to the time h& menuoned. 

After t^is cpnceilion Colonel Barre was fatisfied, but n- 
ther would have part of the ordnance bufinefs gone wv> 
that night ; but Lord North acquainting him, that thedetp^ 
of Adminiftration was to have Exchequer-bilU enteFed Hpx 
at that time, he acquiefced; and the motion for adjournooe^'- 
being withdrawn, the Houfe went into a Ci.mnMttce • 
fupply, and voted i,5QO,oooL to pay off the E^&cheqner-bi. * 
laft year. 

• A Petition from the. Mayor, Bqrgeffes, and Coc- 
monalty of the City of Briftol, was prefented to tj. 
Houfe, " complaining of the prcftnt lituation. of aifeirs:: 
*' home and abroad ; and humbly requefting that honovr- 
'^ able Houfe to adopt- fuch mealures, as its wifdom mig - 
* ' fnggeft, for enabljpg his MajefLy to put a» ood to d\ 
** unnatural, tmfortunate, and cxptnfiiYe war in America 

« ar* 
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«* and for producing a radical alteration in the management 
** Of public affairs, by which alone the evils impending oa 
^« tljcm, and their pofterity can be averted." The lame 
was ordered tb lie dn the table J and Sir George Yonge rofc 
and faid^ the Petition was of fo much importance, that he 
hoped a day would be fet apart for taking it into the moft 
fcrious coimderation of the Houfe. 

yanutxry 29. 

After an eleflion ballot, the Houfe went into a committee 
on the ihotion of Sir Grey Cooper, to confider of the pro- 
priety of granting the prayer of a petition from the mer- 
chants of Liverpool, for a new bounty to sfhips employed iti 
the Greenland fifhery. . 

Sir Grey faid, that a bounty of 405* per ton had been grant- Sir Ort 
ed by a former aft of Parliament, to all fhips employed on ^<^P''« 
the Greenland fiflicry : this was done in the infancy of the. 
filhery for the purpofe of encouraging it * but by the fame* 
a£t, this bounty was to be continued only for five years ; at 
the end of which period it was to fink to 30 fhlUings ; and at 
the expiration of five years more it was to fall to 20s. per 
ton: the latter period had elapfed by the 6th of January, lySi. 
Since that time the merchants of Liverpool and Hull had 
prefcntcd a Memorial to theTreafory, Hating that the filh- 
ery had not fo far fucceeded,as that it could now be carried on 
with the reduced bounty^ though Parliament had imagiired 
when the aft palTed thac.it might. Therefore, in com- 
pliance with the requeft of the merchants, be would move 
(and did) that the bounty of 40s. per ton on all ihips em-* 
ployed in the Greenland whale fifhery be continued for a 
term of years to be limited* The motion paffed without Op- 
poiition. 

Sir Jofepb Afa^hey faid, that as the naval inquiry was put sir Jofcph 
off toThurfday fevennight, he wilhed to adjourn the call of Mawbcy, 
the Houfe, which flood for next Thurfday to that day ; when 
he certainly intended to have it ftriftly enforced. 

Mr RolU{z\Ay that it certainly was the duty of members Mr.Rt^H*. 
to attend to the bufinefs of Parliament, ^ and a call of the 
Houfe was a very proper thing, but he wifhcd to fee it enfor-- 
ccd without partiality; and yet he could not help faying, 
thait members who lived at a great diftance. from the capita}, 
v^erc obliged to come to town, while many of thofe who 
live near town, though abfentces from their duty,* were not 
treated as if they had neglefted it. 

Vol. V. O o Mr. Bpig 
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Mr. Braf . ^^* ^y^S ^^^ angry at the infinuation, that partiality had 
been obferved in the treatment of defaulters ; he underuoodi 
that every man in that Houfe had come in under a tmft ; 
and as it was the duty of a truftee to attend to his truft^ (0 
he never had fpared, and never would (pare any man^ who, 
without a juft caufb) Ihould be abfent from his fervice io 
Parliament. Many letters had been fent to him by fevcnd 
gentleman, to apologize for them to the Houfe ; but he bd 
' . not done it, and would not do it. He wanted the attendance 
' of the independent gentlemen ; and Jie was determined, not 
only to do his duty himfelf ; but alfo, as far as in him lay, 
to make others do theirs. 

Mr Speaker Xhe Speaker faid, he had ftated to the Houfe, on the day 
of call, the excufes made to him by feveral gentlemen who 
had thought proper to write to him on the fubje£^ of their 
non-attendance : but he had done it almoft in the language 
of their own letters, and without the Itaft partiality. 

Sirjofeph Sir Jofeph Mawbty then moved, that the order for caliiog 

Mawbcy, over the defaulters on Thurfday next bic difcharged. The 
motion palTed, and the Houfe adjourned. 

January 10^ 

Met and went to church, to hear divine fervice. 

January ^x. 

Mr.Potter. Mr. Patter (member for Colcheftcr) faid, that in com- 
pliance with the ftanding order of the Houfe, he hadfcDt 
down to Colchefter, to the friends of Commodore Affleck, 
who had iigned the petition to that Houfe, againft his (Mr. 
Potter's) return for their borough, dcfiring that they would 
fend up the Commodore's qualincation before their petition 
fhould be referred to a committee.. Jn compliance with hi> 
defire, the friends of Mr. Affleck had fent up a paper then 
on the table, which he deflred the clerk might read. 

The clerk read it accordingly ; and from this paper it ap- 
, peared, that the petitioners prefumed, or hoped, that the 
Houfe of Commons would not rigidly infift, that Comn)o- 
dore Affleck's qualification (hoald indifpenfibly belaid before 
the Ho«fe, previous to the ballot for a committee ro try ih^ 
merits of their petition; and the foundation of their hopes 
was, that the Commodore was abroad on public fervice, aoii 
totally ignorant of his having been fet up as a candidate for 
the borough of Colchefter ; and confequently, that in fuch a 
cafe, it was abfolutely impoffible for him to lay his quaiifi* 
I catioa 
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cation before the Houfe within the time fpecificd by order 
of the Houfe ; fo the Houfe, in confequence of this impof* 
iibilitv, would not neceflarily infift that the qualification 
fhould, in this inftance, be laid before the Houfe. The pa- 
per concluded with a recital of the names of fome eilates 
which they knew to be in the polTellion of Mr. AiBeck, in 
the borough ofColchefter: but the whole did not amount 
to 3001. a year, 

Mr. Pottter obfcrvcd, when the Clerk had done reading, Mr. Potter, 
that he was ftill at a lofs how to a6l; not knowing whether in 
law, the produdion of the qualification could be . difpenfed 
with ; and he wifhed that the Houfe would inftrud him what 
to do ; for in one cafe he fhould be obliged to bring three 
hundred witnefles to attend the comi^ittee ; while if he was 
to defend himfelf againft the charge of bribery only, he 
would not bring up a fingle witnefs. 

The Speaker requefted, that the Houfe would recolle£^, MrSpetker. 
that bjr Mr. Grenville's aft, they had entirely given up to 
fpecial committees all its judicial powers concerning con- 
tefted eleftions ; and he hoped the Houfe would fee at once 
the impropriety of interfering, or pronouncing any opinion, 
that -might fend the petition in queuion, or any other, with 
the fmaUeft degree of a bias to a committee ; and as the ho- 
nourable member had not made any motion on the fubjeft, 
he trufted the Houfe would remain completely filent on that 
head ; and fufFer the petition to go fairly before the commit- 
tee, the only tribunal competent, by law, to decide ulti« 
jnately on every difficulty that may attend theconteil between 
the fitting member for Colchefler, and. the petitioners, elec* 
tors of that borough. 

TheHoufe acquiefced inMr. Speaker's opinion, and cal- 
led out for the order of the day. There were two orders, one 
for calling over the Houfe ; the other for calling over the de- 
faulters, who were abfent on the firflday of call. 

Mr. Barrtnv moved, that the firfl fhould be adjourned to MrBarrow* 
Monday fevennight ; and^gave, notice at the fame time, that 
he was determined to have it enforced. The motion puffed 
without oppofition. 

The fecond order, for calling over the defaulters was next 
read) and their appeared a defire in many members to divide 
the Houfe on the motion made by Mr. cyng, that they be 
now called over ; however, the point was given up ; and 
their names were called. Several of the defaulters were ex« 

Oo ^ cuCcd 
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caitcl in confequepce of letters produced by fome of their 
friends, from the parties, in which they cpmplaiDed of iadif- 
pofition. The Hon. Mr, Montague did not ;|nrwer to his 
name ; but Ee was excufed, becaufe feveral joiembers faid, 
they had feea kirn a few minntes before in the lobby. But 
Mr. JoUiffe, member for Petersfield, did not experience fo 
much indulgence.^ 
U. Surrey. Lord Surrey moved, that William JoUiflFe, cfqutre, be ot« 
dered to attend in his place to-morrgw : which »ft<^ fome 
fliort debate was ordered* 

February I. 

A motion was made acid agreed to, fon: a copy of ^he ia* 
firuAions given to Vi^e Admiral Darby, . previous to his 
failing in September laft, together with fuct^ other orders as 
might have been fent to hiqi during his cruize. This wa 
one of the motions made by Mr, Fox on a fora>er occafion, 
.and withdrawn at the requeft of Lord Mul^ave^ uQtil his 
Lordfhip could have time to fearch the AdmirMty books, to 
fee if tiiey contained any thing in^proper to be Uid before &e 
public. 

^ MaKon. Lord Jkhboa moved, that there be laid before the Houfe 
an account of the expence attending the coining of gold 
with an alloy of tin.*^That a committee be appointed toia- 
quire into the prefent ftate of the gold coin ; that the com- 
mittee fhould have power to examine witneSes, and fend for 
papers, records, &c.^— And that an humble addrefs be pre- 
fented to his Majeily, that be would b^ pteafed to give orden 
to the ofhcers of the Mint, to make fuch experiments as the 
committee fhould from time to time propofe to thei«.« Thefc 
ieveral motions paiTed without oppofition. 

The order of the day for going into a committee of fuppljr 
was now called for, and the Speaker having left tb^ chair, 
and Mr. Ord token that of the committee, 

M^^ Ken- Mr^ Kenrkk rofe to open the Ordnance budget for tht 
current year, lie began by apologizing fpr bis want of 
ability, and bis want of experience in ftatmg %^ the Hoafe, 
for the firfl time fince he had been honoured with a (eat at 
the Board, the particulars of the Ordnance ef^in^ates. He 
then proceeded to flate the neceiSty of yoting a fupply fot 
that department pf the public fervice ; it was not now» be fiid^ 
the quef^ion whether the American war fhould be pmfecutcc 
or Tetinquifhed : the queftion was, wbethejr or notour armies 
imd fleets fhould fight without powder, for WQ had voted the 

leameo ; 
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. feamen ; we had voted the anny ; and it was abfolutely ne- 
ccffary that they fliould have ammunition .and artillery, Af" 
ter this preface^ he entered ieto the detail of the eftimatcs^ 
which iathe grofa amounted to 1,6449^421. From difiidenet 
9nd timidity at the outfet of a biafineft of fo much tovelty to 
him, Mr. Kenrick appeared at firft fo cmbarraffed, that he 
ipofce very law ; fo very low indeed, that 

Colonel Barr€ found it-neccffary to requcft that be would coi.Barrc. 
fpeak louder, or that it would be in vain for him to proceed, 
|s thofe gentlemen who fat on the other ijde of the Houfe 
could fcarcely hear a fylUble that fell from him : at thcjiame 
time heapologi^ed to him for addrefUng him in that manner* 
. He knew that the honourable gentleman was but young in 
jiis oSce^ and that being but a young member of that Houfe 
there was great indulgence to be given'; but there were other 
gentlemen older members of the Board,, and who wer^ in the ' 

Habits of fpeaking in that Houfe. He was far frpm think* . 
ing thatit wa$ any merit in a gentleman to have a loud voice, 
it waa a merit of mere lungs ; but in this inftanee it would 
certaiDiI]f facilitate the bufineC^ if fome inember of the Board 
vvould give theneceffary ^j^planationsina louder voice* 

Mr. K€nKi€k7ig2^\n lamented the unfoitunate pr&licamcnt in ^'! '^*"' 
which he flood, and to which indeed he had been forced by "^ 
the illnefs <>f ajQ old and moft valuable member of the Board ; 
but be would do his beft, and hoped the committee would 
f xcuft the defefts of power, and accept his earneft endea** 
your^ tp fatisfy every infjuiryt He then proceeded ^o enu^ : n 
mera^e.th^ various fervices, a long and dry detail of expence 
in forti^tions, garrifons^ and all the extenfive branches of 
^he Ordnance department. 

Colonel Barre. informed the honourable gentleman, that Cul, Barre. 
it w«s ufual for the members of the Board, in giving an ac- 
fount of the eftimates, to go firft into a general explanation 
of the caufes of the differcpjces that appeared in the eflimates, 
whatever they might be; and having fpoken to thefe points, 
they fat down to give the Committee an opportunity to alk 
tbeiu qujeftions^ wfaiqh they were, or ought to be prepared to 
anfwer. He mentioned this merely for the information of 
the honourable gentleman ; and trufting that he would adopt 
this mode, he tvould point out to him what he particularly 
wifhed be would explain. There were three prominent fea- 
tures in the eftimate, which were more queftionable than all 
the reft of the articles ; thefe were, the charge for falt-petre, 
the charge for traofport8,.and the charge for fortifications, on 
ivbich he dcCrcd him chiefly to fpcak. '^ ' ' 

■ ^ ' •• ' Mr- 
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Mu Ken- Mr. Kifurick fpoke particularly to the firft of thcfc three 
* / heads. The committee knew that the Eaft-India coEDpanyi 
by their charter, were bound to fumifli the puUic with five 
hundred tons of faltpetre, at 45!. a ton in time of peace, and 
53U in time of war. In the eftimates before the coHimiueCi 
there were three charges for faltpetre at three different prices; 
there was one article for a quantity which had been delivered 
to the Ordnance at the charter-price, as the quantity for 
which they were bound ; but as the neceffities of the ftate re- 
quired more confiderably than the quantity which they were 
bound to provide, the Board procured from the CompaDj 2 
quantity m the year 1781, amounting, as in the eftimates, 
to 3100 tons. Hart of this was charged at 53!. the charter- 
price ; part at 731. los. which was the neat prime coil to the 
Company itfeif, iDcluding the expence of freight, infurance, 
, and intereft ; and part of this quantity was charged at 
11 81. I OS. which was the laft fale-price of the Compaoj. 
This difference was occaiioned by the circumftance that more 
was wanted than the Company were bound by charter to fur- 
niih) as he hid faid ; and having given a quantity in antici- 
pation, up as far as the year 1787, it remained to be fettled 
how the extra charges were to be adjufted. He could only 
fay, that the quantity in the eflimate was not all received io 
1781, but had been accumulating through the war, and in 
that year amounted to 3100 tons more than they were bound 
to furniih. Still wanting mbre faltpetre they applied to tlie 
Company for it; when the anfwer given was, that they would 
not give it unlefs the Board would give the market price ; not 
the price which faltpetre bore at their own Tales, but what it 
bore at the merchant's market at Garraway's cofFee-houfc, 
where the price at that time was up at 1521. per too. 
This demand the Board did not think proper to comply with; 
and it was therefore to pay the Company what was due tc 
them for thefe 3100 tons that the Board now applied to 
Parliament. 
Mr. Byng. Mr. Byng aflced Mr. Kcnrick, if there was not, befidc 
all this immenfe quantity of faltpetre, received from the 
£aft«India company, another quantity bought lately at a 
private market ? 
-^ Mr. Kenrick faid it was true. A quantity had been pro- 

rick. " cured from Oftend, and alfo a fmall quantity from Portugal. 
The committee would fee that there was a neceffity for pro- 
curing more ftltpetre than the Eaft-Indiacompany were bound 

by charter to furniih : and, in the month of December lai^» 

th« 
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the Company having informed the Board that they could not 
furnifii any more, they itiade a co!ntra6): with a gentJcman 
who was a member of that Houfe ; if it was not irregular he 
would name him — it was Mr. Townfon ; they made a con- 
tra& with him for 400 tons, which was lying at Odend, at 
the fumof ii81. a ton, which was the fale price of the Eaft- 
India Company, and coniiderably under the merchant's price 
in the market. In doing this he trufted the Board had con* 
fulted the profperity of the ftatc, in providing by this re- 
fource for the exigencies of the fervicc. They had alfo on 
the fame principle procured a fmall quantity from a Portu- 

fuefefhip in the river, at 1151. a ton, by a contraA with 
/It. BuUer. 

Mr. Byng afked if Mr. Townfon was to give no more than Mr.Byna, 
11 81. per ton; and if any inquiry had been direfted by 
the Board to be made, of the market price of faltpetre at 
Oftend, at the time of the contra^ ? 

Mu Kenrick rtpliedy that there was to be an allowance Mr. ]Ce»> 
made to Mr. Townfon of about two per cent, and no more, "«*^« 
for the freight from Oftend. He very fairly coijfefled, that 
no inquiry had been made previous to the contra^, of the 
price of faltpetre at Oftend, and for one very fubftantial rea- 
ibn, l^ecaufe no one imagined that there was any fuch com- 
modity in a place where there was no Eaft-India Company : 
nor did he fee, that it would have been politic in the Board to 
make any inquiry about it at Oftend, if they had even kno vn 
there had been faltpetre there ; becaufe the moment it fhould 
be known at Oftend that the Board of Ordnance of England 
wanted faltpetre, the market woi^ld have been that moment 
raifcd. The only markets as they believed were the Eaft- 
India Company here, and the body of the London merchants 
who bought from the Eaft-India Company. By their prices 
they regulated the bargain ; and the price of the Eaft-India 
Company at their laft fale was 11 81. los. per ton, the price 
in the merchants market was about 1521. per ton. They, 
thought therefore that they could not be wrong in making 
a contraft at 11 81. per ton with Mr. Townfon; to this 
however muft be added the price of freight, which was about 
2l. more, fo that it might amount to about 120I. per ton. 

Mr, Byng faid, that in the price which the Board gave for Mr.Bynj, 
faltpetre in England, the duty paid to Government was in- 
cluded. He wanted to know, if, in the contraft with Mr. 
Townfon, the Oftend faltpetre was not to be difcharged of 
ifae duty ? 

Mn 
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Mr. Ken- Mf . KeHritk could not atifwer the queftioii, for he really 

fitk. knew nothing of the matter ; but he would make aa inquiry 

' and fatisfy the honourable member, when the report Ihoola 
be brought from the Committee to the Houfe* 

Mr. BjDg. ^r* ^y^S urged the queftion, and faid, that he was tbeo 
to underftand that the Board of Ordnance had made no in- 
quiries concerning the price ; but without knowing or feem- 
iog to care whether it was greater or loft in the market of 
Oftcnd, they bad blindly entered into a contraft with a fio- 
glc Dire£tor of the Eaft- India Company, and a member of 
rarliament, for a large quantity of fattpetre, at 2K per ton 
more than they gave to the great and valuable Compaoy, 
which in their neceilities had advanced them, in anticipation, 
not lefs than the quantity which they were to f arnifli for fix 
years from hence. This he was given to underftand from 
the honourable gentleman. Now he had pretty good infor* 
mation, that the market price in Oftend when this bargain 
look place, was hot more than 4U l6s. per cwt. for the very 
beft fait pctre, and for an inferior quaUty was only jl. los. 
whereas the price paid to 'Mr. Townfon, in this contraft, 
tvas exadly 61. per cwt. This was one fpecimen of the coq« 
du£t, vigilance^ and ceconoBiy of this Board. 

Mr. HufTcy Mr. HuJJfy cxpofed the behaviour of the Board in a gla« 
ring point of view, with rcfpo£k to the Eaft-India Company. 
They have been, for fpti\c years paft, in the. habit of pro* 
curing from thatCompany large quantities of fiiltp^re by an* 
ticipation, without paying them for it, and have ^ren de« 
manded to have it at the charter war price of 53I. a ton, 
which was confiderably lefs than it coft the Company them- 
felves : for the honourable gentleman had confrfled that it 
coft them y^I. 10s. a ton, and yet how they come and make 
a bargain with a private individual^ a member of Parliamcot, 
to give him 120U and they come to Parliament for the mo- 
ney before the fait petre is delivered. This is the manner in 
which they treat the Company who have been fo attentive 
to the public intereft as to advance, by anticipation, fait- 
petre for fix years to come. He called upon the memben 
of the Board of Ordnance to fay whether they had declared, 
that they could furnifli the Board with nojnore faltpctitf 
He was given to underftand that the cafe was, they bad not 
been able to procure money from the Board ; and had iiiid, 
that without money, in their prefent exigency, they couU 

not provide the public with more in advance^ 

*^ I flioakl 
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I (houM b'6'glad to be itiformec!, faid the hotfourafele gen- 
tleman, hoT** the vaft emergency 6f otir ftate requires, uhat 
I cannot not help confidering,' ^' very ^uAcIamental breach 
of that excellent law, which had. been enafied' by A'e provi- 
dence of OUT anceftors ror the fiifety of the ftate. / Why was 
hi^ new-fangled prudence of anticipation entefed tipon ? Our 
progenitors had', ^ith great Wifdoiii; ftipiilated with th6 lii- 
difi Company, that, in ccnfideration 6f the great emoluraents 
of their charter, they Ihoulcf * ftipply government with 506 ^ 
tons of faltpfctre ahftVially, becaufe they wilhed t6 provide 
againft the mbft common cafuafty of all ftat^s-i-the event of 
wiar ; btit what has the wifdom of^ the prefent diay fdbflitu- 
ted in the ftead 6f this ? why truly w6 have mbrtgaged the 
eftatc hatided down to us, and wliere W6' ought t6 bear fvvay , 
we are commanded. What, let me aflc* the BbaVd <5f Or'd- 
nance, what claim have we now. upon the Eaft- India Cbm- 
patly ? Arc we not at their drfcfetion ? but I Ihallbc an- 
fw'ered, no ; government has the ct^mpany iti its poweV. Tht 
F6ard of Ordnahce muft be fupplred with faltpetre, or the 
next charter fhall bt pickled with a Vengeance :. ^nd thus 
the terrors 6f* power are he!d oVcJr ^n iliduftrious fet of men 
to rob thdm of their property. Abandoned effrontery ! 
fliamelefs pilfering ! — The ht)tiourable gentleman feems to 
wonder at the phrafc — but is it not juft ? I fpeak in the lan- 
guage of Parliamehr, and I rejieat that it is juft government 
depends' 6n its power over the Gothpany for a fupply at their • 
own price, let that price be ever fo ineejuitable, bhatitc oil 
foch proceedings ! It is the'coiidu^ neither of'honeft' nlen 
nor of politicians. . . 

Mr. Sirachy faid, the Cothf)ahj v^ci^e not fo very hai^ly* Mr.Sirachy 
dealt by as tnfc'laft Honotrra(bIe' getitleman ftenicd to appre-^ 
hend they were, for that in all theif bargains with govefn- 
nvent, whether tender their charter, or otherwift, a minute 
inveftigatiori woisld fhew, thatif there was anV bAlance' iri 
point of bairgalh, it v</as jh faVoui^df the Eaft-Tndia Coinpa-. 
liyi and agkirift gO\'*ci-ritnent.' IH tfre^ firft J)lacd;the former 
baiS a moriopdy of fattpetre, atidftireiy the' lesift' th^y. ought 
tb'^ retribute idi fo ex'terrfrvc a^gralnt, roixfed'as it was with| 
mdrfepoli^ nibr^ valiiablfe*, w^ich'they'poffefled Under their 
diarter^ w^S 506 tons of faltpetVe; ' (ti6t' a fifth of the impor-' 
tation of thaft^ flnglc afrtlclcl arinftial'ly)' without any e'molu-* 
Efirrii.t to afHfe'frbm tfiatHftirfdlated'quaritlty ; arid if arf antici- 
pTttidri be retjhifed of their aiinuM' ftipuliit ion— bought it to 
Wfc^urged Rt^sc-hM&y upon'theitr, wWu'theV cbArgendt'dh-* 
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It the charter price^ but alfo the freightage, and other inci- 
dental charges, together with intereft for the advance of it, 
in proportion to the anticipation of its quantity, and the 
length of time encroached on. 

In the propoiitions which they had given in, they had of- 
fered to^'ivethc public what they had fent in uptoi}^!) 
at the charter price ; what they had fent in, in advance, from 
that time up to 1783, which was the period of their old char- 
ter, at 7,31. lbs. the prime cofl; and what they had feDtio, 
- in advance, beyond that time, up to 1787, at the f^le price 
of I id. 108. but without intereft, Thefe were their propo- 
rtions, and they intimated, that without thefe we e agreed 
to, they could not fu/nifh more. It was on account of thole 
propoiitions being made, that the contraft was concluded 
' with Mr, Townfon, 
I5«m Smith General Smith l^mentci xhsit none of the Eaft-India Di- 
reftors were prefcnt to give the Committee an account of the 
matter. He could only fay from his own knowledge, that 
the Company had fuffered much from their friendfhip to go- 
vernment, in having given fo much faltpetre in advance, 
without having received either a proper price, or any pay- 
ment ; and that on the face of their tranfaftions it evidently 
appeared, that they had exercifed a high hand over the Com- 
pany, which, in the cafe of the private contraftor, they had 
not aflumed. — He knew that the Company could give the 
public all that they wanteid, provided they met with fair ami 
equal encouragement. 
Mr. Kea- Mr. A>«K/ci mentioned the refraftion (to ufe a technical 
phraft) which the India Company had on their fide in theit 
bargains with government, as areafon why gentlemen {hoold 
not grant fo very freely their commiferation to objefts thatia 
, faA needed none. And this particular only was at lepft o!> 
percent, in favour of the Eaft-India Company— a circum- 
ftancc which at a proper time, when the rcvifion of the Eaft- 
India affairs was )n d vfe -order before the Houfp, he truftcd, 
would receive requiiite attention and redrefs. If monopolici 
were to be at all countenanced, they ought furcly to be in- 
tirely vetted in the government, when the objeA was ihc 
public welfare ; and in no one inftance furely was this mat- 
ter fo obvioufly for the' advantage of the common fafety as 
in the article of faltpetre then under confideration» 
Mr. Burkt. Mr. Burke faid, that by a variety of matter in detail, by 
no means/atisfaftory, urged by the gentlemen who had <po- 
ken in. favour of the meafures of the OrdniuiQC Board, the 
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particular article now under confidcration, hiid dduds inftead 
of funfliine thrown upon it ; he would, therefore, to draw 
the attention of the Houfe within as fmall a point of view 
as poifible, and to prevent the vagaries of illufive fophiftry, 
requeft, that as men of bufiQefs, fome of the gentlemen on 
the other fide of the Houfe, inftead of huddling together 
grofs fums, in a very grofs way, would be pleafed to difcri- 
minate, and tdl the Houfe, not generally, that fome part of 
the charge for laltpetre vvas according to the charter price, 
another part was under the firft coft price, and again a third 
part was under the market price, Bujt that they would tell 
us fpecifically what quantity was to be paid for at the firft 
price, and when fuch quantity was delivered ; and foon re- 
fpe£ling !hc reft; of the denominated prices. It was by thi$ 
means only they could come at the prudence or the impru- 
dence of their condu£t in bargaining for the public ia the 
prefent inftance. 

Mr, Strachy rofc in reply to Mr. Burke, but his anfwers M^Strachy 
not appearing perfedly fatisfaftory to Sir George Savile, 
he exprelTed a defire to render ftill more clear and pointed 
than had yet been done, the idea of the improvident conduft 
of the Board of Ordnance, refpefting their management of 
the Eaft-India Company in the article of falrpetre, by re* 
quefting to know at what time, after all this hopeful work of 
anticipation (which had been fo much talked of) govern- 
ment would have a Tight to call on the Company again for 
the annual quota of 500 tons. This requeft called up 

Lord North who began with ftating the contraft of the Eaft Lord North. 
India Company to furniih government with 500 tons of fait- 
petre annually, in confequence of the charter granted to 
them by the Crown. This contrafV, faid his Lordfhip, i$ 
at thcjrate of 45I. per ton, in the time of peace, and 53I. 
per ton in time of war. Down to the commencement of the 
French war, government is not charged by the Company, for 
this article more than according to the charter peace ^rice* 
From that time to 1781, they are charged the war price. 
From the year 1781 to the year 1787 inclufivc, there are 
eight years,' three of which we may properly call years by 
anticipation j years for which the Company have now in a 
whole lump furnifhed us with what, by their 6hai*ter, they 
would be compelled to do only at the rate of joo tofis an- 
nually* From 1783 to 1788, the fupply they have giveti us 
cannot fo properly be faid to be granted in anticipation of 
an phligation (o be performed, as. in a veife ai&ftance to the 
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government that ptottR their intcrcfts, whicB government 
however is ^nf^esable to them for an equitable return for this 
lad exertion towards jthe public fervic.e; which^ confidering 
the poxupany in a private capacity, they certainly were not 
obliged to. Now* upp» this fair ftatemen^ of the cafe, 
continued his Lord^iip) let us fee how the account aduaU 
ly ftands J^etween the public and the Company. Down to 
the year 1781, it is evident the Company have done no more 
than they ought to do. They have fulfilled the terms 
of their charter. From thence to i783^they arc in anticipa- 
tion, which may be ftiled a fort of favour. Be it fo; but 
do not the public pay for that? the war price under the Com- 
pany's charter is 53!. per ton; and for thcfe laft three years 
yhich I have now meptioncd, they jcharge 73L per ton; fo 
here is aol. per cent, for anticipation ; for the prompt deli- 
very of the whole of a three years fupply, inftead of a gra- 
dual one of a third annually. Surely the Eafk-India Com- 
pany cannot be faid to be pilfered on this head ? let us how 
proceed to account for the laft four years of the delivery. 
Although at firft the Company had fumiftied falt-petre for 
this period) as they had ufually done in the manner that has 
already gotten the name of anticipation ; they have fince 
that period fent in a demand of a different defcripticn 
to the ordnance, and to defire the market-price for th: 
laft four years, that is to. fay, a fum of 11 81. per ton. 
A^^ .*° truth I conceive their claim to have a very equitable 
foundation; for as their -charter will ejfpirein the year 17S;. 
and as they are at prefent at a lofs to know what may b: 
then the terms of a frefti agreement with governn^ent ; wh.'- 
ther fuch agreement will be for the ftipulation of 500 tons 
as ufual or not, I declare I think them right in at leaft brinr- 
ing themfelves home (as the market phrafe is) for what thej 
could npwdifpofe of their commodity to any other biddc 
From what I have now advanced, added his {iOrdOiip, 
flatter myfelf no doubt will remain in the breaft of any i 

Eartial man whp hears me, that thp Eaft-India Compa; 
ave hccn hardly dpalt by, or that the Board of Ordnan 
have made bargains with lefs prqvidcrice.tban the nature 
cifcumftances .^ould admit of. 
Col.Barrc. CkAoficV Barr'i obferved, that from the fevcral eAima: 
deliyered into Parliament, there did not appear chained 
atiy c>nc of them from the year 1776 to 1780, more th. 
for tvfo hundred tons pf falt-pelre in each year, though ' 
thcir^Jliarter, the Cpwpany arc ftbliged to fapply Gove 
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ment ^very yiar with &vt hundred tons. AnhonoiiraSte 
gcott/eman, U is true, has told you the five hundred tons has 
been conftantly received ; but what evidence have you of 
that ? there is no fixch account in the eftimates. If it is 
really the cafe, I would aik the honourable gentleman what 
has become of the ren^aining three hundred tons ? for at pre-, 
fent the matter is quite inyfterious— we arc totally in the 
dark. So intricate arc thp eftimates now lying on the tablc^ 
from the general manner in which they are ftated, that it i« 
totally impoffible to form that judgment requifije in a qi^at- .. , ^ 
ter of fuch ferious confequence to the nation. Every ar- 
ticle ought to be ftated in the clcareft and moft diftin^: man- 
ner, and every light it was poffible to throw on the fubieft 
fhould have been given by office. . On the contrary, they 
have thrown every obftacle in the way of inveftigation, br 
rendering the accounts as cpnfufed and complicated as it wa$ 
in the nature of things to admit, For thcfe reafons he 
fhould, when the Chair was refiimed, move to have the efti- 
mates fent back, in order th|t the f?veral particulars of then* 
Height be fet forth with preeifion and clearnefs, wjiich alone 
can enabki the Houfe to form any juft idea of them. He 
then adverted to the inattention 'Gentlemen in office hav^ v 
fhewn to the intereft of the ftate, the fatal e^efts of which wc 
experienced in the Weft Indies in an engagemeqt Acjniir^l ' 

JBarringtoft had with the enemy ; our powder in that cn- 
gageinent was found to be of very bad quality, and by far 
inferior to the enemy's. — This w^s a faft well known, 
and what the Admiral himfelf had wrote an account of ta 
Government. 

On this Mr. Kenrick rofe to wipe away thofe afpcrfionS Kr.-Kea« 
the honourable gentleman would throw 6i> the Board oiAcX. 
Ordnance ^ he faid there 'was always a certain ftand^rd for 
the powder to be of, before It was allowed tp be fit for fcr- 
vice, and that it has been the general cuftom to have it above 
the flandard^ fo that this being the cafe, there ought not any 
blame whatever to be imputed to the Board. He faid that 
powder, though originally the very beft, yet after a long 
voyage 'and varFety of climates, it might be materially 
injured, for there was no opportunity of airing it on 
board, as it would be attended with infinite danger to at- 
tempt it ; and that airing it was the pnly remedy to prevent 
thofe ill effefts happening to powder, frorp the circuniftances 
he had mentioned before. H[c then. replied to the queftioa 
put to him hy the honourable gentleman, if Government 

had 
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tad received every year the 500 tons the Company wei« 
obliged to deliver them, what became of the remaining 3CO 
tons, not charged in the eftimates ? he faiid that thole cfti- 
mates before the Houfe, being entirely for the land feiYice, 
there was nothing charged in them that was not particularly 
applied to that fervice, and that therefore the 300 tons, not 
ftated in the account were always applied for the ufe of the 
navy, and that was the caufe of its not being placed under 
the prefenc head; and this had been the method in which tk 
buiinefs had been tranfafted for years. 
Col.Barre. Colonel JS^irr^ exprefled his aftoQilhment at what the ho- 
nourable gentleman had laid ; nor could he in any manner 
reconcile lb great a difproponion between the land and navj 
fcrvice in the article of powder ; had we not feveral ficgcs 
carrying on, and vaft armies in the field, ^which muft oca- 
fion a greater confumption of it than what the navy can pof- 
fibly do. He faid, the honourable gentleman was youog 
in office ; yet, from the information he had in feveral points 
given the Houfe, he was confident, to have gained the of- 
ficial knowledge he had, he mufl have exerted himfelf verjr 
much, and on that account was highly praife- worthy, Hovr- 
ever, to give him a further infight into the arcana of that 
Board, he would refer him to the refoiutions^of a Committee 
of that Houfe ; from them he would find that the Ordnance 
Board had frequently given fifteen, twenty, thirty, nay 
forty povnds more than the value, for what they have pur- 
chafed. 
Mr. Cour- Mr. Courtenay faid^ he heard gentlemen to-night lay muck 
•^"y- flrefs on the inattention and mifmanagement of the Ordnance 
Office, to which he could fay nothing; but the Mafler-Gc- 
neral, who now prefides at that Board, was a man of great 
experience--*had filled many high departments with the 
flriftefl honour and integrity — and had, in his prefent office, 
ihewed the greateft zeal, and moil unwearied attention, to 
every matter that might tend to the welfare of the nation. 
He knew it was reported, that the powder at Gibraltar was 
fo weak in its quality, it could not reach the enemy's lines, 
while theirs did the greateft: execution. He knew alfo it was 
a moil malicious and groundlefs charge, as would appear 
mofk clearly, if he might have the liberty of reading the let- 
ter he held in his hand, and which was wrote in conieqoence 
of direftions from the Mafler-General of the Ordnance to 
have the matter inquired into, — — The gentleman the 
letter came from was Captain Elliot, a moft gallapt officer, 
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and whofe honour and integrity were uAqueftionable. He 
then read it, and it ftated that the Governor of Gibraltar 
had made fevcral trials between the Spanifli powder, takea . 
out of the fhips captured by Admiral Rodney, and the Eng-* 
lilh powder he had in thd garrifon, and that the latter had 
been found to be much ftronger than the former : this th^ 
Governor informed him. However, he added that be him- 
felf had been prefent at two or three experiments, which al«« 
fo agreed with the information he had received from the 
Governor. This circumftance, he faid, ought to make 
gentlemen more cautious how they wantonly criminated 
perfons in office, without a proper foundation for fo doi^iig. 

Mr. Burke faid, he knew when his honourable friend Mr. Burkct 
mentioned the afFair of the powder in the Weft-Indies in a 
parenthefis, the other fide of the Houfe would inftantly ftizc. 
it as a fair opportunity to divert the Houfc from tb? point 
in queftion. They wifhed by any means to get rid of a. 
matter they cannot poffibly fupport. What with their . 
powder and their fmoak, and their encomiums on officers* 
who may, or may not deferve them, they are endeayojiring 
to draw our attention to matters entirely foreign to the pre* 
lent debate. I muft thcrel'ore remind the HquIc of a queC-, . 
tion which was put to Gentlemen in office, to which they 
have never given any fatisfaftory anfwcr, I (hall noWad^f^^ 
rovfeif to the noble Lord in the Blue Ribband, and muft in-* 
fiu. on his &;ivmg that information to the Houfe which haa. 
been hitherto denied ; I mean refpeding the three hundred tons 
of falt-petre, which has never been ftated in any of the efti- 
mates. This is a particular that muft be fully explained, and 
which explanation I expeft from the noble Lord. Here be 
flopped in expeftation of his rifing, upon which ; 

Lord \'o^th imraedjatcly got up, aod.anfwered the hpiiour- lordNorth* 
able gentleman's queftion. He faid, the 300 tons b^ing ap- 
plied to the ufe of the Navy rendered it impoffible to be 
ftated in the prefent account, as all charges made here were > 
entirely for the land fervice — then fay, gentlemen, we ha^tc 
no account whatfoever of this article ' ■ - J anfwer, yOu 
have; but it is involved in the naval eftimate, for in that 
there is charged four pounds a man per month, out 
of which four pounds every month, there are four fhillings 
paid over to the Ordnance Board, the amount of which fum 
goes to the difcharge of the debt ^incurred by the Navy in 
that article. His Lord/hip obferved, he ftated fafts as they 

appeared to bio)^ but ^ it was a matter that 4'ii not imme* 

4i?^tcly 



/ 



t^ " P Ait L'l AMEm A fi Y A- f^h. 

Aitciy eoneetn htm, if he trai nvifisrken mMiy pom% he 
finifted tKe gemletneti' behindF hicn would iet hinf right. 

Mr. Biifke. Mr. Bufite rofe ag^n^ya^d in the feveref! and moft pdinte^ 
huigoagb attacked' tte^ h6blb L6rd for declaring it was a mat- 
t«ti in whicbr he wb8 ncnf immediately Goncerned, M aiiir 
diat it was pcfcuiiarly his p^povince to haVe made ^imfelf 
acqu^itftdtf Wil&, ^d .to have clofely e^tamiiied. What! 
(fay^ he) i« ic not the bufinefs of tiit Firft Lotd of die 
Ti^&fai?]f to f^ that moiief matters of fuch confeqUencc as 
A^^'ztt^ fhould be ftated fairly and jurftly, previo«!ls €o &eir 
Ibtfirtg' bought bftfote* the H6ufe ^--^-AvVaj it rtbt his 
blfii^s* tb have inquired ittto'chis tratlfadion with' the EaS 

^ ^ India Company !— Certainly ic was ; and I am convisced 
ib6^' fo^ iiiiponant a tranfadton conld\^ver be dbee Without 
1119 ma^lagetnent and conferit. In which' c^fe^ I fyfy he has 
tf^at(:d< the public [htreWsls a loud' cry fot order] he infifted 
ke wa^i^ noi unpilrliamentary ill' what he faid^ for by making 
ifae C(*fiiJ)j|ny ftipply Gorei^nment with falt-petrcy at? fifty- 
tflfte pbittftls^ ^ ton, when they could get for the titht by 
|)(ttbl'ic fete one hundred and eighteen pounds ^ ton,, is taking 
from ^^ Company, ^at^ttoft-doill' in every ton^ wliieh in the 
end' muft fall on thc^ public, they will ht tie fiifferers* The 
Ba^'Irttliai Company are at many and v^ry heavy cxpeoccs, 
, U^A if' tliejr arei deprived of the means: pf fupporting them, 
th8«'piytbik'm\iff m<»S9!{ebfiUy feel^e lofS, and' muR certainly 
iaNSf^d! th^' Company ths^ prdtediovi they have often done. 
Bortlfeft twfons^, I fsif it itpa tax on thd people; artd a tax of 
»-tfto<tgril?v^ous a«d ' heavy natbre, nor do I thitik the Dircc- 
tbfiPo^ t>^Gor})pany an-elefs criminal than^ iha noble Loni, 
fwthey-ha^- given^up tho-intercftsf of^ th«il? eonftituent?. 
and betrayed- the tmft repored in'them ; they ihduld hare 
(ctftifQlt^d ftteriJ'beforerthey bad affentedto a' mattcrprcgDact 
vtith C^ (tittfdi mifdiiefv I loobon the^Eaft India Com^ao? 
t©b©-ofit^dPthecbief^pilWtiJ!'of the nation; amd therefore any 
thiiiff tha* might id it& coiifeqQettces affefib it, diuft molt 
c©p¥a4riJf affbift iheJctnpircr wlsir^' 
Mr. Adams. - Mr, jtiiim rt>fe to <?<«iftrm what Lord NtJrtfr* Ifad laid io 
rdgs^rdtathe ufrfge-of the navy in the awicJe of powder; 
b6-f^id thTs^^ War befd¥<f' the Revolnticm, iand ever firfec that 
pfeffed, ik had alWayi^beeri ftated'by itfelfj indepttodent of 
the Ori]ft5(*i6e cftimai^f;* they had' never be%' united in 
o^ ^cfeourft'^ beih^ emirdy dlftinft^mktte>r« We ttited tkc 
ccrft6m arfd-ca^fe of ^^lloftlffgifonr fKHliftgs fitto tfcie psy of 

■ . . ■ ■ General 
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General Smith tlieo read an account, which he faid, he <5ea.Sxnitii 
Had received fincc he Ipoke before, wherein was the particu- 
lars of the falt-petre furnilhcd by the Eaft India Company 
to Governmcntt As he thought there appeared a ftriking 
difference between this account and that prefented by the , 
Board of Ordnance, he thought it ncccuary to alk the 
attention of the Houfe, while he read it. After it was 
read, 

Mr- Strachey endeavoured to explain the dilFerencc, when 
Mr. if«^ arofe J faying, that he thought both the gen- Mt.Hu%* 
tlemen wrong. Mr. Hufley then read an account which he 
had in his hand, from whence it appeared there was no real 
difference between the two accounts, except in form, and 
they feverally ftated the treatment which theCoQlpany had re-^ 
celved frona the Board, in being put off from year to year in 
their accounts, while other creditors were regularly paid. 

Mr. 7*. T*QwJhnend fpoke in general and fevere terms^ on j^**' ^®«* 
the enormity of the fum applied for by government in the ***""'^'*** 
prefent eftimate, from the Board of Ordinance. 

Lord (7^0. Cbt;^;f ^^ aiked fome pertinent qucftions, rcla- i^'dG.Ca- 
tive to the flating of thefc eftimates. Whether thie falt-petre ^*"*"^*^ 
mentioned in them, was not ufed for both the army and navy ? 
If it were, why was the falt-petre of former years excluded 
from the eflimates of the fame Board ? 

' Mr. Kenrick made a Abort reply, which not teing fatif- Mr. Kea- 
faftory to the oppofite fide of the Houfe, "^^' 

Colonel JSiirrtf charged them alfo with (hameful mifconduft ^i.Barr* 
in the care of their debentures, fo many of which were now 
abroad, that they bore an alarming difcount. He faid, he 
would alfo particularly call the attention of the Houfe, (and 
he would rifkhimfelf in doing fo, for it was a moment for 
mentpTJikthemlelves,) to a matter ftill more threatening 
than any otter. There appeared charges in thefc eftimates^ 
which now feemed calculated for our proteftion, but which 
might be direfted as engines againft us ; the ftroiig holds of 
tyranny, to lord it ovei! the mangled conftitution. To this 
he would particularly defire the attention of gentlemen. 
After a good deal of farther quefHon and anfwer, the gen* 
tlemen in oppofition declared, that matter had come out which 
n6 honeft man could poffibly get over in his mind, and which 
called upon them to come to a ferious and full inveftigation of 
the managemeot of this office, and therefore they moved, 
that the Chairman ihould leave the chair and report progrefs. 
YoL.V. Q^q Tkw 
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This motion was objcfted to by Lord North with all his 
ftrcngth, and they divided. Againft the motion^ 113; for 
the motion, 60J Majority 53. 

The Committee then refumed the bafinefs, in which Mr, 
Kenrick ftated that part of the eftimate which related to traa- 
(ports and fortifications. 
Col. Barrc. Colonel Barre objefted to the necefEty of fending tranfports 
with fupplies to Gibralter, on account of the danger attend- 
ing a contrary wind driving them into the Mediteranean, 
where they might be kept a confiderable time to our im- 
minent danger. He then adverted to the fortifications, 
particularly thofe from the Thames to Shetland. The ne- 
ceffity, he faid, was occafioned by our creating a war with 
our befl friends, the Dutch. In former wars, the enemy 
never dared to attempt that part of the empire. Now that 
place which furnifhed the metropolis and its vicinity with fuel 
might be attacked, and fuccefsfully, by the enemy. This 
was an objefl of attention. For it had been farpnfed, aod 
great damage had been done to feveral of the mines, fo that 
there was a neceflity he allowed for even a fortification there. 
He was forry for it. It was the only war in which they were 
found indifpenfible. Our floating fortifications were former- 
ly our ftrength. But fince thefe fortifications were now be- 
come fo neceflTary, he begged thar gentleman in that office 
would be drcumfpeft in their reparation aad eflabliOimeat, 
He did not mean to fetter the hands of neceffity. But he 
was afraid thofe guns which now we raifed on towers, might 
at a future time be pointed againft ourfelves. 

The queflion was then called for, and the fupplies, eftima- 
ted by the Board of Ordinance, were granted. 
Mr Burke. ^^* £urtc then moved, that the Houfe refolve, ** That a 
debt had been incurred by the Board of Ordnance on the 
Eaft-India Company, without any fpecification in their efb- 
mate, that tended to impofe on the credulity of that Houfe." 
This refolution wasrejeftcd. 

The Houfe broke up at eleven o'clock, and adjourned t© 
Monday. 

February 4. 

Sjr Grey KiT Grey Coopeer movtdy that the Houfe fliould refblve it- 
Cgojicr felf into a committee, to take into confideration the propri- 
ety of explaining and amendingtwo a£ts of parliament, that 
had paffed in the aoth and 21ft years of his preicnt Majef- 
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ty*s reign ; the amendment he wanted to make, was merely 
to remove a doubt that had been lately ftarted^ relative to an 
exprcffion in thefe afts ; the purport of thefe aQs, was to al- 
low the captors of Eaft- India goods, taken froni the/ enemy, 
to fell the fame in England, they paying the ufual duties. 
The doubt that had arlfen in the conftruftion of thefe afts, 
was, . whether tea^ which came from China, was to be reck- 
oned among India goods, or not : in his own miod, he did 
not entertain a doubt upon the fubje£t ; but as there were 
many who did, he wifhed to have it explained away by a new 
aft, which fhould declare that tea v^^as, in the intention of 
the legiflature, included under the general expreffion of In- 
dia goods. The motion pafTed ; and in a committee, the pro- 
portion was agreed to. 

Lord Mulgrave produced feveral returns to orders of the Lord Mui- 
Houfe, in confequence of Mr, Fox's various motions, pre- S"^*'** 
paratory to the inquiry into the adminiftration of n»val af- 
fairs : but he faid, there were two orders to which the Ad- 
miralty had delayed to make returns ; becaufe the motions on 
which thefe orders had been made were fo worded, that they 
admitted of two interpretations ; according to one of which, 
the Admiralty had not the leaft objeftion to make out the re- 
turns ; but, according to the other interpretation, they h»d 
very ftrong objeftions, which they would, if neceffary, be 
moft willing to fubmit to the judgement of the Houfe. One 
of thefe orders related to the information that had been, re- 
ceived of the ftate of theDutch force in theTexel : this might 
be underftood two ways- the information relative to that 
force, previous to the declaration of war with Holland; and 
the ftateof itat prefent. If the motion was to be confined 
to the former meaning, no objeftion lay to a Compliance 
with the order. If, on the other hand, it took in the pre- 
fent ftate of the force in the Texel^ there was a very ftrong 
objeftion to it, becaufe it might affeft the future operations 
of our fleets. The Admiralty were ready to comply with the 
wifhes of the honourable Member, who had made the feve- 
ral motions, in every thing that had only a retrofpeftivc 
view ; but they could not with any regard to the duties of the 
office, confent to lay before the Houfe intelligence of the 
prefent ftate.and condition of the fervice, or lay open the de- 
iigns of the ftate. 

Another order for the inftruftions given to Sir Charles 
Hardy, to prevent the jonftion between the fleets of France 
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md Spain, was liable to as ftrong an obgeAion : fer at the 
. time to which the motion on whtcb the order of the Houfe 
had been made, particularly pointed, the Spanifli refcript 
had not been delivered in ; and therefore he fubmitted to tbc 
Houfe, how far it would be prudent or politic to infift oo 
a compliance with their order. He did not want to delay in- 
quiry, or to withhold any thing that coiilld he deemed occef- 
fary to it ; he only defired toconfult the (^oufe, being at the 
fame time ready to obey whatever order they, in their pro- 
dence, ihouldmake. 
Mr. Fox. Mr^ p^y. fjjj ^ |jg would not preft the bnfinefs on the Admi- 
ralty, or iniift on a compliance with the order of the Honre; 
but at the fame time he defired he might be underftdod not 
at all to give way to the obje£tions made by the noble Lord: 
he did not approve of them ; and in his mind they ought not 
to be deemed of any weight : he readily pafled over whatever 
related to the Texel ; but he muft condemn, in the fhroogcft 
terms, the conduA of adminiftration in having omitted to 
give orders to Sir Charles Hardy, to prevent a jun£tioa be- 
tween the French and Spanifh fleets : he took it for granted, 
that no orders whatfoever had been given on that head to Sr 
Charles ; becaufe nothing even like an attempt to prevent i 
jun£tion, was made by that officer { and as he had a right to 
fuppofe he would have been difgraced, if he had difobeyed 
his orders, fo on the other hand, he had as good a right to 
prefume that as he was not difgraced, fo he had not difobeyed 
orders : and, confequently that he had not received any, be- 
caufe he never attempted to execute any to prevent a joDC- 
tion. He admitted that at the time to which he alluded^ the 
Spanifh refcript had not been delivered ; but he infifkd that 
this circumftance was no excufe to the Fiifl Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, for having omitted to fend orders to our Admiral, to 
make every effort to prevent the junSion : in his idea, if 
Spain and England had been appdrcntiy, on the very beft 
terms, flill it would be repugnant to every principle of found 
policy in the latter, ever to fufFer the former to join her fleets 
with thofeof France, if the junftion could by any means be 
prevented. 

He threw out thefc obfervations merely to afTcrt his ri^t 
to combat the objefiions made by the noble Lord, if the in- 
quiry fhould becarried farther backihan the yeari78i,andhc 
hoped it would : however, as at prefent, it was chiefly con- 
fined to that year ; and as the period alluded to by the mo* 
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tion, for a copy of the inftrudions given to Sir Charles Har- 
dy, was prior to that year, he was willing to give up the 
poiottotne Admiralty, for which the noble Lord appeared 
to contend ; and therefore, he would not infift on a return 
to the two orders made by the Houfe for thofe infttu£tions^ 
^nd the ftate of the Dutch force in the Texcl. 

Mr. Burki faid that he held in his hand a petition from Mr.' ]^^ Bork<. 
Hohen, the Jew, whoie misfortunes he defcribed in a former 
debate ; this was the Jew, whofe coat was ripped ; and from 
the lining of which, the fmall fum of money was taken^ 
which he had endeavoured to fecrete, when he and the otl^er 
people of his nation were obliged to quit St. Euftatius, hy 
order of Sir George Rodney and General Vaughan. After 
fome little converlation, Mr. Burke moved for leave to luring 
up the petition, which he obtained ; and the petition was 
therefore brought up and read. It ftated that he was of the 
Hebrew nation, a native of Amfterdam ; and that he had 
been a reiident of St. Euftatius, for twenty-five years ; that 
when that ifland had fiibmitted to his Majefty's government, 
he and all the others of his nation had been forced to quit the 
ifland, though no crime whatfoever had been proved againft 
thero /; nay, though not fo much as a charge of a crime had 
been made, unlefs it Was, that after he had received orders to 
depart, it had been diicovered that he had fewed up a few 
ihillings of his own money, in the lining of his coat ; that 
afterwards he had been permitted to return to St. Euftatius, 
but it was only to iee the whole of his ftock in trade fold for 
one third of its value, and appropriated to the ufe of his 
Britannic Majefty ; that he had got out of all his property 
one fmall bag of money, which was in his bureau, when he 
was baniftied from the ifland ; and afterwards he obtained 
leave to come over to England, where he could exped redrefs 
only from that Houfe : becaufe if he fliould be referred for 
his remedy to the courts of law, it would be totally out of 
his power to avail himfelf of that remedy ; and, ftripped of 
his whole fortune, to contend with Sir George Rodney and 
General Vaughan, who by the very means tha t had put it 
out of his power to fee lawyers, had fecured to themfelves 
the means of withholding from him that property which he 
had been his whole life in acquiring. He therefore prayed 
for fuch relief as the Houfe, in their wifdom fliould think 
proper to grant him. 

The Secretary at fFar wiflied to know what was the fpecific Secretary 
objeft the h9nourable oieniber had in view ? If he was defi- War, 

rous 
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TOMS to move for a grant of public money for the petitioner, 
be would recolleft to what confequences fuch a neaforc 
might lead ; for if it ihould once go forth into the worli, 
that all thofc who might have caufes of complaint againft of- 
ficers, fhould ol^tain pecuniary compenfation from thatHoui, 
there wonld be no end of applications* 
Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke (did he was defirous only that the petition fliocli 
go to a committee, in order to determine whether theallcgz- 
tions it contained were founded in truth, or not; If it (hcui 
be difcovered that they were true, then undoubtedly he wool: 
wifh to have fome compenfation to the unfortunate miu 
The right honourable gentleman's objeftion to the preferi 
mode of application was truly curious. If, fays he, yo: 
were to redrefs all thofe who have caufe of complaint again!: 
our officers, there will be no end to applications of this C2- 
ture : or in other words fo many are the flagrant aftsof op- 
predion committed by our officers, that we fhould not t: 
time to attend to all the applications for redrefs : a fine com- 
pliment to our commanders truly ! How different was tl:« 
conduft of the French commanders. The Marquis de Bo> 
ille by his fplrit and aftivity had wrefled from us many c! 
our pofTeffions ; but he treated the conquered with tendernw 
and humanity : the fortune of war might wrefl viftory fros 
us, without difgracing us ; or robbing us of our virtc:, 
which was beyond the reach of fortune : but oar comma-* 
crs had robbed us of that which fortune could not have take: 
from us, they had robbed us of charafter ; they hadcomnii:-| 
ted afts which had robbed the nation of that highnac' 
which it was accuflomed to bear in Europe, for its liberal;* i 
and juflice ; in arms the Marquis de Bouille had aires':) 
flripped us of fome of our iflands ; it was to be feared t- 
by his juftice, his moderation, and his clemency, he vrcul 
ftrip us of the few that remained : it was no difgrace tot:-* 
country, that St. Euflatius, with a garrifon of feven hua^- 1 
men, fhould have been furprifed by three hundred : no- 
things had often happened in war, and would undoubie-^| 
happen again ; but the honour and reputation of a count" 
were not afFefied by fuch an event: at St. Euftaticst' 
commander might have been negligent, and ought pcrhs?^'-' 
be punifhed for his negligence; but his negligence di^-^' 
difhonour the nation ; it was when private property was ra'l 
facked, when innocent people were flxipped of alltbcy*;' 
l«rorth, and banifhed fronjthe ifland, that fuch afts erf to- 'I 
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titj would remain ftains upon the national honour^ if the 
nation did not, by forne public declaration, exprefs its ab- 
horrence of them ; what a difgraceful contraft' did the capture 
and re-capture of St, Euftatius hold forth to the world ? Two 
Britifti commanders plunder every unfortunate inhabitant of 
the ifland. The Marquis de Bouille reftorcs, as far as he 
can, to every man his property. The Britilh officers ftrip 
the Dutch governor, and plunder even his lady, breaking opea 
her cabinet, and taking from her every thing valuable found. 
in it ; and at the fame time endeavour to juftify or palliate the 
aft, by blafting her charafter, faying that Ihe was an ufurer; 
the French commander, on the other hand, reftored, even to 
the negligent Englifli governor all the property he claimed 
as his own ; and did not infift on any other voucher, than 
his bare word. Here the charafter of England he faid wag 
at ftake ; and he implored gentlemen to have pity on their 
country, though they ftiould have none on the poor Jew. 

If in the fitting of the committee, it fhould be difcovered 
that the allegations in the petition were true, minifters 
might make compenfation to Mr. Hohen, without giving 
him any of the public money; they might give him a flicc 
of the loan J for it had been often faid, that the profits 
made on a loan, were not from the public money, or they 
might fet him en croupe of fome fat contraftor : thefe were 
means of redreffing the grievances of which he complained, 
without any application to the public treafury. 

The honourable gentleman fpoke for a confiderable time 
in a vein of wit and humour; fpeaking of the faft, and the 
unfortunate Jew, who on his way from Jerufalem to Jeri- 
cho, fell into the hands of robbers; he recommended the 
example of the good Samaritan ; and thought that to follow 
it, would be the heft way to obferve the faft ; though the 
right honourable Member feemed to be of opinion, that. if 
the Houfe were to relieve all the unfortunate who fliould 
fall into the hands of robbers in power, the nation would 
foon be exhaufted. He was afhamed that the public trea- 
fury fhould have been contaminated with the plunder of St. 
Euftatius ; or that any part of it fhould have been confifca- 
ted for the King's ufe : the Jews would not have done lb/ 
they w^ould have nothing to do with the thirty piece^^i 
money brought to their Sanhedrim by Judas Ifcario^' He 
concluded by moving that the petition be referred tp a com- 
mittee. 

The 
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Secretary It Tht Seo-etary at War faid, that whenever people had i 
^«- mind to be charitable they fliould take care to make free only 
with their own money : but when they were going to voie 
away th^ money of their conftitaentS| they 0iould be careful 
upon what grounds they did it; for in that cafe there was 
neither charity nor gcnerofityj becaufe the money to be 
granted by gentlemen was not their own. This was tte 
only reafon he had for rifing on the prefent occafion, but V 
had not a wi(h to oppofp the motion for fending the petidoc 
to a committee. 

It was fuggefted by Mr. Byng, that as Mr. Hohen was 
poor^ the Houfe might, if it oe found that l>e fiiould hare 
redrcfs in law, order the attorney and folicitor-gcneral to 
carry 'on his fuit for him gratis. 
LordMabon Lord Mahon was for the petition being brought upi acd 
informed the Houfe, that the petitioner had been fo ill- 
treated^ that the attorney-general fliould he ordered to pro- 
fecute, at the king's expencc, the plunderers who had fo 
fliam€;fully robbed a refpcftable merchant, and put it out of 
his power of doing himfelf juflice. The motion thca 
pafled. 
Lord Beau- Lord Bemcbamf claimed attention to what he was going 
« •»?• tQ fay^ more on account of the novelty and impprtance cf 
the bufiaefs he w^s about to explain to them, than from anv 
perfonal confideration to him. JJe had in his hand, he faK^ 
a petition very ujilike thofe which had been formerly hawkd 
about the counties and cities j and to which, in order t? 
fwell the lift, names were fubfcribed of perfqns who ba: 
never exifted. The petition he was going to prefent was Cgnci 
by great numbers indeed of men, refpedable in their Ait<* 
rent lines and occupations in life^ who had, unfolicited, fr 
their hands to it. He complained <hen of the various hart- 
fliips to which ftiopkeepers are fubjefted, by being kept lor§ 
out of their money, and finding it very difhcult to pro.« 
their debts in couts of Jaw. It was the conunpn rule w;:b 
all retail dealers, to get three months credit from the whclf 
tile dealer*, and if, at the end of that time, they could nc' 
pay, they gave notes bearing intereft, until they fliould be ab'c 
tv difcharge the principal : now as they were, in many caff ^ 
for rears out of their money, it was a hardfhip, that thc) 
flioul^ibe obliged to pay intereft thepifelves for this monc\, 
without Veing able to exaft any for it : the confequencc vr.i:. 
though the Ihopkeepers did not wifli to have it known, th^: 
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they made their good cuftomers pay for thofe who'did not 
pay at all. • He would not pretend, he laid, in fo compli- 
cated a matter to move any tiding fpecific to the Houfe; he 
would therefore only move, that the petition fliould lie upon . 
the table, hoping that gentlemen more converfant in trade 
than he was, would turn their thoughts to the fubjed, and 
devife fomc means to grant fuch relief to the petitioners, 
^s in their cafe might to them appear proper and expe- 
dient. • 

Mr. Fox rdfe to fecond the motion 5 he vouched for the Mr. Fox. 
refpeftability df the fignatures to the petition j many of the 
pcrfons whofe names were figned to it, he had the honour 
to reprefent ; but while he maintained the refpe liability of, 
this petition, he could not help fpeaking as jrefpeftfully of 
thofe other petitions, of which the noble Lord had fpoken fo 
harihly. He concurred with the noble Lord in his wilhes, 
that fome gentlemen converfant in trade would take up the 
bufinefs, and bring it before the Houfe in a proper form. 
The petitioii was nrft read, ^nd then ordered to lie upon the 
table. .. 

Mr. Pmvnef rofe to make a motion for leave to bring in ^^ pownev 
m bill to prevent the vexatious removal of paupers. 

Sir George Yonge faid he was not well inclined to the mo- gj, Oeorga 
tion 5 he obje£led to the word vexatious j and faid that fuch Yonje. 
a bill as the honourable member was going to move for, 
would fp read an alarm through the kingdom : at all events, 
he hoped he would withdraw it for the prefent, as there 
was fome other bufinefs of confequence to come before 
the Houfe. 

Mr. Powney grew warm at tlie idea of his bill fpreading an m, PQwney 
alarm through the kingdom ; he wiflied that no other alarms 
were to fpread through the kingdom but fuch as fhould ori- 
ginate from him 5 he aiked if Jews and Americans were to 
be continually the objefts of our pity, while our own poor 
were paffed over unnoticed ? their fituation had always ftruck 
him as '«rell worthy the attention of the legiflature j and he 
had often declared, that if he fliould ever be honoured with 
a feat in Parliament, he ihould bring their fituation before 
the Houfe. A circumftance had happened but yefterdayj 
which had furnifliedhim with a frefli proof of the neccffity 
of fome fuch bill as he wilhed to propofe : aii overfeer of the 
poor had come to him, to make an order to remove two pau« 
pers^ a man and bis wife: he alked the orerfeer for what 

^CXji reafon? 



a9« PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1781. 

reafon ? " Why, Sir, replied he, bccaufc as they lire muck 
better in our parifli than they do anywhere elfe, wc ihail 
foon be over-run with paupers.'* Mr. Powney told him that 
^ becaufe the poor lived well there, that was a reafon why he 
ftould not remove the man and his wife% A s to the word vex- 
4 atious, though it was very clear it was properly put into the 

motion, if there was nothing elfe but the above cafe to prove 
it, yet he was ready to give it up ; he was not an enemy to 
alterations whenever they fhould appear neceflary, or to givf 
way to the temper of the times ; and therefore as gentlemen 
wifhed to go immediately into the bufinefs of the day, he 
would for the prefent withhold his motion : but he could nor 
help obferving that he was forry to find that in the Houfc of 
Commons, and ftill more particularly in the Houfe of Lords, 
the old do(9:rine prevailed too ftrongly — " Nolumus Ugts 
jIngHa mutaru'^^ But prudence and found policy fhould male 
us on the contrary fay; — " Tempora mutantur, et mos mu" 
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On the order of the day being called for receiving the re- 
port of the Committee of Supply, 
lir P. J. Sir P. J. Gierke arofe, and objefted to its being received, 
Clerke. ^^ there were three particular heads in the ordnance eftimate, 
which had not been fairly invefligated ; thofe he faid were 
the article of falt-petre, the tranfoort fervice, and the fum 
for fortifications ; the firft of thofe articles appeared clearly 
to have a fraud in it, and the others had not been explain* 

ed. 

Mr. Httfley Mr. Bujfiy ftated to the Houfe, that the ufual method of 
paying the tradefmen belonging to the ordnance office, was 
by debentures 5 that thefe debentures, inflead of bearing 
a premium, were in fuch ^ifrepute, that they were frequent* 
iy fold from 25 to 28 per c^nt. difcount, which undoubtedly 
muft be a great lofs to the trader, and be a means of his 
having an enormous price for his contra£t to enable him to 

five fuch credit. Some accounts he faid, were paid in part 
y imprefl-biUs, which bear only a difcoi^nt of 3 per cent, 
"and the reft by debentures, therefore, he wifhed to know 
whether the bills that were fettled in that manner, were 
promifcuous ones, or whether they were only done for fa* 
Yourltes. 
Mf. ICm- Mr. Kenrick informed the honourable member^ that the 
bills were all paid alike, according to their feveral dates, 
without any favour or afFe£tion ; that refpe6iing the bufioefs 
€^ the contraft for the falt-pctre^ the ordnance had incurred 

aikbt 
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» debt to the India Company ; and had been refufed any more 
falt-petre, anlefs the former debt was paid, which it was not 
in thcicpowcrtodo; therefore they had applied elfewhere, 
and had accepted of Mr. Townfon's propofals. 

Mr. J. Town/hend rcquefted leave to fay a few words re- *f'' I****'\ 
lative to thccontraft made by the Board of ordnance with ***"* 
Mr. Townfon; he had authorityi he faid, to aver, that the 
contraft had been made wholly without the knowledge of 
the mafter-gcncral of the ordnance ; nay that as foon as it 
had come to that noble Lord's ears, that a contraft was in 
agitation,' which would not bear the clofeft infpeSion, he 
immediately fent direflions to the Board to break off the 
treaty j but it was too late, the bufinefs had been already 
completed. He trufted that the Houfe would not think it 
neceffary for him to apologize for having fpoken on the fub- 
je£l: \ it was natural for him to wifh to refcue from obliquity 
the name of a noble Lord, to whom he was fo nearly related 
(his father. Lord Townfliend) a man who had ferved his 
eountry with as clean hands, and as ftri£t integrity, as any 
man in the nation. 

Mr. JC>«Wci acknowledged, that the contraft had been *?'• Ken* 
made without the knowledge of the matter-general, for that "*^' 
the Board had been given to underftand that fecrecy was ne- 
ceflary on the fubjed, as the market would undoubtedly have 
been raifed upon them, if it fhould have been known in 
Oftend that the Board of ordnance wanted falt-petrc. The 
honourable member with whom they had made the contrafl^ 
bad pointed out to them the neceflity for fecrecy : and as to 
the- price, they had been guided in it by the prices of the 
India fales, and of the market at Garraway's. 

Mr* Townfon faid, that his charafter as a merchant, ftood J*'"''^*^** 
high and unimpeached; that from the correfpondence which ^"* 
he had as a merchant, he had learned that there was a great 
quantity of falt-petre at Oftend, and that it was a commo- 
dity that was growing fcarce throughout Eur6pe: from this 
he concluded that the French, or fome of our other enemies, 
would foon, perhaps, buy it up. To deprive them of fuch 
a refource, and procure it to his country, he thought a dou- 
ble fervice : he had rendered that double fervice to it ; and 
lif in fo doing, he h^d availed himfelf of the charafter of a 
merchant, to derive (ome perfonal advantage to himfelf, he 
did not deem himfelf the lefs intitled to the thanks pf hi^ 
country. It yras not to any minifterial favour or influence 
li^ pyred his contraft^ 

* CLq a Mr, 
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Mr.Coarte- Mr. Courteftay in vindication of hotd 'TowxtOietid faid, 
^^V' that the noble Lord had fent to Ruffia> to Sweden^ and to 

Denmark, to learn the ftate of the ialtpetne maikets in thcfe 
countries : in Copenhagen he found that it fold from i L 15 s. 
to 3L 15s. per hundred; that having this knowledge, and 
hearing of the improvident contrail Mrfaicfa he uaderftood 
the Board of Ordnance were going to make, he fent them 
ordersj as mafter-general, to flop (hort ; and break off the 
treaty : Mr. Courtenay himfelf had been the anefienger on 
the occafion ; but when he explained himfelf, they^ appeared 
furprifed i and informed him that the contra.6): had been 
fign^d three days before. With refpe£l to the merit which 
the laft fpeaker affumed to himfelf from having found out 
this faltpetre at Oiiend ; and the neceility which he had 
infinuated that there was of a£ling with fecrecy and caution^ 
lie could not fee ground either for this afivuned merit, or 
for fecrecy ; for it M'-as known that the Oftend faltpetre had 
been frequently advertifed in the Londop newfpapers. If die 
India Company afked 118I. per ton for their faltpetre, they 
always allowed fix and a half per cent for prompt payment: 
now the honourable member, in hife contraft, -was to have 
ready money, or prompt payment ; but not a farthing was 
he to pay difcount. The Company paid alfo feven and a 
half per cent, .duty to the Crown ; the honourable member, 
he under ftood, was to have his faltpetre pafs duty-free : thcfc 
two articles together, made 14 per cent in his favour; and 
14 per cent might not be deemed too great pro^t for a mer- 
chant; but when he got 30, 40, «ay 50 per cent, the pub- 
lic had a right to call the bargain improvident ; and fuch 
was the profit on the contraft ; for the honourable member 
was to have more than 61. per ton for that which fold from 
between 3I. 15 s. to 4 1. 158. per ton. At the fame time 
he muft beg leave to fay, that he fully exculpated, in his 
own mind, the Board of Ordnance, from the guilt of making 
an indifcreet and criminal contra£^. He believed that they 
made it in the firm reliance, that as Mr Townfon wasa mem- 
ber of Parliament, and a I)ire6bor of the £aft India Com- 
pany, he muft be a man of honour* 
MrGrecory ^r. Gregory declared the India Company did not refufc to 
let the Ordnance have any more faltpetre without paying 
for what was then owing ; all they refufed was to tnift for 
any more, being themfelves in want of ,caih. The Con>- 
pany had« he iaid, at the time tjie contrnQ: yrz.^ made with 

Mr. 
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Mr. Townfon, itii ton* of faltpctre in their yarchoufes, 
whkh they would have fold to the Ordnance for ready mo- 
ney, without the old debt being paid; and as a proof of 
their regard for the Ordnance, tJbcy ha'd, oiit of that 121 2 
tons, referved 70© tons for their u{e, fuppofing they might • 

want it, and had abfolutely depofited it .in the King's ware- 
houfe under the White Towci: ; that on tlie 25 tn of January 
laft the Company had fold 275 tons, at i loL per ton, which 
'was much lefs than the price agreed to be paid to Mr. Town- 
fon, beHdes making the ufual difcount of 61. 10 s. per ton, 
and paying 7 1. 10 s. for duty. 

Mr. Stti'chf defended the Ordnance Board from any guilt Mr.Strachy 
in the contraft, and declared, they knew nothing of Mr. 
Townfon ; neither did he, or Mr. Kenrick, ever fee^Mr. 
Townfon until they voted for him at the India Houfe. 

Mr. jT. Town/Aend Toky and after paying many compli- Mr.Tewaf- 
xnents to the Mafter General of the Ordnance, for his up- ^*"^' 
right condu£): in office, reprobated in the mod fevere terms 
the faltpetrecontra£l ; and declared his utter averfion to paft 
the Ordnance eftimates while there was fuch a glaring lum 
put down to the ufe of fortifications, without a Cngle line 
of their utility being urged or defended by any ont military 
or profeffional man. 

Lord North faid he w;as a total ftranger to the contra£l: fo Ld Noi4l^ 
reprobated, and he was free to own, by the prefent appear*- 
ance it was enormous: with refpeft to Mr. Townfon, he 
never, until after the contraft was over, knew he had it. 
The only reafon he fuppofed for Mr. Tqwnfon's having the 
contrad was, he being the only perfon that made axi offer, 
was the ' perfon that; was accepted. With rfcfpefk to the 
article in the eftimate of fortifications, they were in his 
opinion highly neceflary 5 they were a fafety to our fliipping, 
and added ftrength to the navy, as fewer fhips .were wanted 
to proteft our coafts. He gave that only as his own opi-» 
nion, confeffing himfelf not fufficiently maftei" of the fub- 
jed, it being entirely out of his province. It was now 
much later than ufual, he faid, in the feffions for the fup*. 
ply to be granted, therefore any impediment to it would be 
doing a material injury to the fervice. He propofed to leave 
out the article of faltpetre procured from Mr. Townfon, 
amounting to 149,0001. and vote the remainder, as money 
was much wanted^ 

Mn 
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Air. B/ag. Mr. Byng was exceedingly animated refpe£tlng the {hamc- 
ful contra^s and abufe of public moneys the conftituents 
he had the honour of reprefenting, he faid, from their fitu* 
mtioni had an opportunity of feeing and knowing more whr 
was pailing than moft others, and they had inftru&ed hin 
to declare, that fo far from there being a ncccffity to keep 
the contra^ refpefting faltpetre a fecret, the fale at Oftcnd 
was publicly advertifed in the London newfpapers. He mi 
Credibly inforined the chief contrail for Ordnance tranfpom 
lay with fome of the clerks of the fame Board \ and he 
defired to know from the gentlemen in office whether tk 
contrad: for Ordnance tranfports was ever adtertifcd. He 
never was fo thoroughly convinced of the neceflity of Sir 
p. J. Gierke's motion, to exclude contraftors from parlia- 
ment, as now. 

**^''^«** ^ Mr. Kenrick fa}d, he could not inform the honourable 
' member whether the Ordnance tranfport conttafts were 

advertifed or not-; but one reafon for the expcnce being 
great on that hipad^ was owing to our allowing fcTcn men 
to every loo ton*of (hipping, where merchants only had 
five men and a boy ; the rpafon for our having that difference 
was, all our tranfports being armed (hips, and requiring a 
larger (hare of hands to work the guns, and navigate the 
veffels, than thofc that were not arn^ed, 

Mr .Fox* Mr. Fox arofe, faying, he was aitohi(hed to hear the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon deny any knowledge of Mr, Town- 
fon. Did fiot he know he was member for the place where 
his Lord(hip*8 conduft was fo recorded ? (Milbomc-Port). 
Did not his Lord(hip know he was an India Dircftor ? DU 
he not know he was a merchant, and ready at hi$ nod on 
all occa(ions ? That his Lord(hip had no band in making 
the contraft he was ready to confefs ; for if he had, he woulJ 
have made it at the higheft price, namely i5jl. pcrtonj 
the fame as he did the contraft for rum, where he fuffcre^ 
himfelf to be cheated, and thep, in return, cheated tb< 
public. That contraft too was made with a perfefl to* 
ger to his Lord(hip j and h^ fuppofed the Board of Ordnance 
dealt with Mr. Townfon for the fame reafon that the t»o 
honourable members voted for him at the India-houfc» 
«« becaufe they never fa^ him before." Could there be a 
plainer proof of Mr, Townfon being the creature of the 
minifter, than the people of the Ordnance being compelled 
to vote for him ? Certainly not. There never could be any 

fcr 
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fmtr reprefentation of the people in that Houfe, white fuch 
A neft of contractors and loan-jobbers were fufFered to fit 
there. It was impofiible for the minifter to fpeak to a mem-* 
ber as a contradior ; and it was equally impoffible for a con- 
tra£i:or to fpeak in that Houfe as a member ; by that means 
the public were (hamefully robbed, the minifter being obliged 
to let the contraftbrs have a good bargain ; which, per con- 
tra, was a bad bargain for the nation. He continued a long 
chain of fimilies, much to the purpofe, and was againft 
acceding to the report ; faying, as one fraud had been de- 
tedcd, it led him to fuipefb the whole. The noble Lord 
had offered to give up the faltpetre ; why did he not do that 
of his own accord, and not give the Houfe the trouble to 
goad him to it? But his reafons for giving up the faltpetre 
were, that they might pafs by, without any further infpec- 
tion, the other two glaring heads. The urging the latenefs 
of the feafon was no argument for him : why was it not 
Vrought on fooner? 

Sir H. Houghton complained of there being a ihameful sir H. 
abufe of the public money in building fortifications at Li- Houshtoa* 
verpool J which he underftood, from people converfant in 
fnilitary affairs^ were not fi^ilfully laid out. 

Mr. Gafcoyruj fen. was furprifed at the afl!crtIon ; becaufe Mr. Cafc 
it was not at all warranted in iz& : the honourable Baronet, coynei 
he was convinced, was unintentionally wrong : the faft was, . 
that fome privateers having made an attempt upon Liver- 
pool, the Board of Ordnance had fetit down fome pieces of 
• cannon. The Corporation were defirous to have fome for- 
trcfs raifed for the defence of the town, and offered to 
build one at their own expence upon any plan that the 
Board (hould give them : they accordingly did fo ; they gave 
the ground to the King, and at the expence of 12,000 1. of 
their own money, built one of the fineft ftone block-houfes 
in England. It bad been fince reviewed by Major-General 
Fawcet, who pronounced it to be a very complete piece of 
work ; but upon infpeding fome grounds near it, it was 
judged neceflary to enclofe it with a wall, which was to coft 
500 1. that fum was in the eftimates ; but that was the only 
fum that the public had bden called upon for that fortifi* 
cation. 

Colonel Barre informed the Houfe, that the Ordnance Coll B«rfc. 
eftimates for the prefent year were as much as the whole 
•f queen Anne'i war \ that fortifications at particular places 

were 
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were iteceflary, no man could deny ; but he was confideir. 

the phcesfeledled out, and where large Aims were expcndcc. 

were ill chofen, and particularly the works can7ing on 2: 

Chatham, with in twenty-nine miles of the capital, alarms 

him, as they could not be finifhed to do any fervice thii 

war, and might be of a dangerous confequencc in either tbt 

hands of an enemy, or any one that would wifli to be arU* 

trary. If the noble Lord complained that the public bu^- 

nefs muft not be retarded for want of money, he fuggeitct 

the plan df granting a vote of credit for one' million 0: 

account, and recommitting the report for further confide* 

ration* He complained of the badnefs of our powder, asd 

. produced a letter from fiarbadoes of a trial of the powk 

taken out of feven Britifh (hipe, with that taken out of iot^ 

Spaniih ones, when the balance was in favour of our encQ; 

at leaft four to three* 

Mr. c«Hr. ^f • Court may defended the Ordnance Office, refpeSis: 

ttaay. the powder ; laid the blame on the gunners not taking i 

proper elevation, nor keeping the powder properly Utirhd 

and aired. He concluded about the expence of fortificatioiiN 

by defiring every perfon, who was anxious to deftroy thetc, 

to do as Serjeant Kite talked of, to eat up a ra^reiin for breai- 

faft, and afterwards pick their teeth with a pallifade. 

een. c«iu General Comvay gave his opinion, that fortifications wtr( 

wty. neceflary to prote£i our dock-yards, but that he thouc^- 

that that there were fome ill chofen, and ill condu^^ed ' '-* 

was for adopting Colonel Barxe's propofition to grant or: 

million for the prefent, and make a farther inquiry. 

Mr William Mr. W» Adam defended the ordnance with refpeA ton 

Adam. enormous fum for tranfports, by fhcwing that formerly t^ 

navy board ufed to do that bufinefs, which being now ^^- 

t^ ttie ordnance, exceedingly fuelled the account. 

Colonel Rofi pafled an eulogium on the merit of geiKr> 
Col. Roft. YX&oX. at Gibraltar $ but faid nothing to the matter ' 
queftion. 

Sir William ^ir ffilliam Dolbtn was for accepting Colonel Barre's f^ 
Dolben. pofition, as was 

SirtSYonge Sir Gtorge Tongiy who gave feveral inftances 6f the at:^ 
0f the public money to his knowledge. 

At length the queftion being 'called for, the gallery »^^ 
cleared, and the Houfe divided; for receiving the itpo:^. 
1221 for re-<:ommitting it, gz. 
The report was then received. 
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V 

r 

The following are authentic copies of the important papers laid upon the 
table of the^Houfe in confequence of the motions of Mr. Fox, and the 
orders of the Houfe, containing the information necellary to the propofed 
enquiry into the management of our Naval Affairs, and particularly in the 
Year 17S1. 

Extradb of inllrm^ions from the Lords of the Admiralty to Admiral tieary^ 

dated the 27th of May^ 1780. 

WHEREAS the -intelligence has been received, that *io L2 Tembl* 
the fquadron of French Ihips of war, named in the 74 Lc Zele 
margin, are fitting out at Toulon with the greateft expedi- 74 Ls MarfeiUois 
tion, to proceed under the command of Count D*Eftaing to ^ ^^ ^^^ 
Cadiz, in order to join five other French ihips of the line, ^^ Le Sagittaire 
whofe names are alfo in the margin, and then, in conjunc- 50 L* Experiment 
tlon with a fquadron of Spanifh fhips of war, repait* to Breft ^ . l^ Glorieax 
to join the fquadron which is preparing at that port for the 74 LaBourgogne 
(ea : and whereas it is of the utmoft importance to prevent a .74 Le Zodiacque 
jun^ion of the above-mentioned combined fquadrons from 74j-^Scipion 
Cadiz, with the fquadron at Breft; you are therefore, in ^* " ^^^^ 
purfuajice of his Majefty's pleafure, fignified to us by the Earl of Hilllbo- 
rough, in his letter of the inftant (as twenty-four of the line of battle 
fhips which we have put under your command, are in readinefs for the 
fea) hereby required and diredled, with the firft opportunity of wind and 
weather, to proceed to fea with them, and fuch frigates, firefhips, and other 
vefTels as fhall alfo-be in readinefs, and cruize upon fuch ftation as you fhall 
judge moil proper for intercepting the faid fquadrons of the enemy from 
Cadiz, or the fquadron from Breft, if they fhall attempt to join each other, 
and ufe your utmoft endeavours to take or deilroy them; making it your 
chief purpofe (if poflible) to engage them feparately. 

You are to leave orders for the reil of the fhips and veffels of the fquadron 
put under your command to follow you, jointly or feparately, from time to 
time, as they are ready, to your cruizing flation, according to fuch rendez- 
vous as you ihall leave with them. 

And whereas the f >fety of the kingdoms of Great-Britain and Ireland, and 
the trade of his Majeily's fubjeds muft always be confidered as very impor- 
tant objefls of your attention, you will fee careful to give them every pro- 
tedlion that is coniiflent with the great purpofe of preventing thejuniHon of 
the enemy's fleets, and engaging theto feparately , 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Stepk^ns to Admiral G^ary. 

Admiralty Office, 27th July, 1780. 
Sir, 

I have it in command from my Lords Commifli'oners of the Admiralty, 
to fend you in the enclofed four papers, extracts of fuch intelligence as their 
I.ordihips have received of the equipment of the French and Spanifli 
fquadrons in the ports 9f Breft and Cadiz. You will therein perceive, how 
much they have at heart the junction of thofe fquadrons, and the means 
they are taking to effeft it ; by fending fhips fingly from Breft, and other 
ports in the Bay, ta Cadiz. It is of the utmoft importance, and it is the 
great objedl of ygur inftruftions, to prevent, if poilible^ fuch junftion of 
the enemy's fleets j and I am therefore commanded by their Lordiliips 

VouV. -^ Rr c 
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convey to you their moll earneft wi/hes, that you will keep the fea with 
the fleet you command'^ long as you poflibly can, as the -mofl effedual 
means of fruftrating the deligns of the enemy. And as there is no longer any 
probability of invafion, or danger from the Breft fleet to our trade in tk 
Channel, their Lordfhips think you need not confine yourfelf to your former 
flaticn between Ufhant and Scilly, but extend it more to the fbuthward} 
but this, however, is left to your own direftion and judgment. 

I fend this by the True Briton cutter, whofe lieutenant is dircded to 
follow your orders for his farther proceedings ; and I ihall very ibon fend a 
duplicate of it by the Pheafant cutter, whofe lieutenant will have the lik« 
dire^ions. I am with great regard^ 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

humble fervanty 

Philip Stephens 
Admiral Geary—— at fea. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Stephens to Admiral Geary. 

Admiralty-Office, 2d Auguft, 1780, 
Sir, 
I have the honour to fend you herewith extrafts of fuch further intc.li- 

fence rcfpeding the French and Spanifh fquadrons, as hath been receiyed 
y my Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty, fince my letter to you of the 
27th ultimo ; and as you will thereby fee, that there is great probability 
the enemy will foon attempt the jundtion of their fleets, I have it in com- 
mand from their Lordfhips, to recommend it to you in the flrongefl man- 
ner, not to come into port with your fleet, except in cafe of neceflity; «cd 
to the end that you may be the better enabled to keep the fea, I am further 
commanded to acquaint you, that the Vidualling Board are direftcd to 
caufe large quantities of beer and water t'o be fhipped, fo as to be ready, i: 
pofGble, to fail from Plymouth in the courfe of a fortnight from this Ginf, 
to join you upon fuch rendezvous, and at fuch time, as you, by letter ro 
Lord Shuldham, may bepleafed to appoint. 

The Valiant and Flora at Spithead, and the Gibraltar at Plymouth, wJl 
have Orders by to-morrow's poft, to proceed without a moment's delay, » 
joiayou upon the rendezvous off Ufhant, I am, withgreat regard, 
/ Sir, 

Your mofl obedient 

humble fervant, 
f ranci? Geary, Efq; Philip Stephens. 

Admiral of the White, &c. at fea. 

Admiralty-Ofiice, February 6, 17S2. 

Subftance of the intelligence received of the movement of the Spanilh flccu 
at Cadiz and Ferrol, in the months of February and March, 1781. 

Prepared in purfuanc^ of an order from the Honourable Houfe of Commons, 

dated 24th January, 1782. 

Substance of the Intelligence. 

tceived 24th Januiry, 1781. Eighteen fhips were to gp out of Ci- 

^ far as the Canaries^ to meet Don Solanoi» 

(ch Feb. 
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6th February,— -^ About twenty-eight fhips of the line, all Spanifh, and 
three or four frigates, in Cadiz bay, on the 24th January. 

An order arrived here, two days before, for ten fail of the line to proceed 
to fea ; fuppofed to meet at the Canaries the trade from the South Seas and 
the Weft-Indies. 

Since the 7th of November, when Compte D'Eftaing failed from Cadiz to 
Brell with the French fhips of war and about one hundred fail of merchant 
fhips, none of the above Spanifh fhips of the line had put to fea ; nor had 
any arrived at Cadiz except fix or feven of thofe that had efcorted Compte 
D'£flaing towards Cape Finiflerre, and returned feven or eight days 
afterwards, 

8th February.— Twenty-fix fhips to be commanded by Don Cordova; 
and BeaufTet was to join him with nine from Toulon with Barcello, and 
kvould give battle to the Englifh fleet going to Gibraltar. 

9th February.-— — Nothing known of the deftinatiiwi of Mr. D'Eftaing, 
[lis fquadron was preparing, and it was faid the Spaniards were to join him 
It Breft. 

Twelve fhips had failed from Cadiz, before the i6th of January, under 
Don Vincente Doz, it was fuppofed, to meet Don Solano, whg was impa- 
tiently expedled from the Weft-Indies ; though fome people thought that 
he had other buflnefs on his hands. ' 

nth February.— —The Spanifh fleet at Cadiz, confifting of thirty-one 
[hips, ready to fail on the 12th ultimo, ten of them particularly, which are 
fcridtu ailed for four mbnths. 

The following is a lift of the Spanifh fhips at Cadiz ; of which twenty* 
Four are ready for fea, making with thofe of the French, with BeaufTet, 
:hirty-one in all. The Spanifh fhips very foul — feven of them have not 
3een cleaned thefe fix years. 



La Santa Trinadad 

El Rayo 

San Carlos 

San Vincente 

El Foudre * - 

Minotaure- 

Magnanime 

Santa Ifabella 

San Miguel - ^ - 

Angel de la Guardia 

San France de Paula 

San Evedro 

Conception de la Virgen 

San Fernando - *• 

El Vincedor - - 



Guns. 
114 
8^ 
80 
80 
80 

74 

7.4 
70 

70 

70 

79 
70 

• 84 
80 

70 



El Septentricin 

El Vigilante 

San Ifidro 

San Jufto 

San Raphael 

San Pablo 

El Seriofo 

El Atlafs ^ - 

San J. Baptifta 

San Damafco 

San Joaquin 

San Lorenzo 

El Leandro 

San Pafqual 

San Pedro Apoftol 



Guns. 

. 70 
70 

70 

70 

yo 

70 
70 
76 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 

70 

70 



22d February.— Compte D'Eftaing to command the fleet of obfcrva- 
ion, which will confift again of more than thirty fhips, it will be joined by 
welve Spanifti fhips, and perhaps by a greater number of thofe belopging to 
he Powers of the Armed Neutrality. He will harrafs the coafts of England 
,^ery violently during the whole campaign.- 

Don Vincente Doz had not been able to fail from Cadiz with his divifion, 
:onfifting of ten fhips of the line and four frigates, owing to contrary winds , 
3Ut was m conflant readinefs for failing, and generally fuppofed to be going 
;o cruize off the Capes, 

R r 2 . Thr 
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The Spanifh fleet \yas upon the watch to receiye the Englifli flpct if i\ 
capie in its way. 

•^d March. Orders had been lent to Ferrol for fix fhips of the line, 

which were there, to proceed immediately to Cadiz ; at which place tlicj 
would be (when they arrived) thirty-nine of the line. 

3d March. Don Cordova was in the road of Cadiz on the 2d ultiino, 

with thirty- fcven fhips to >vait for tl^e Englifh fquadron going to Gibralu:. 
When Don Cordova is joined by Pon Barcelo, he will have a fleet k&dtit 
to defeat the purpofes of the Englilh. The Spanifh frigates are every whtri 
upon the look out to gain intelligence, and bring an account ofanytLinj 
which is coming. 

3d March. Six fhips gone to Cadiz, at which place the MsjefteuAcf 

110 guns, with BeaufTel's four fliips, and four which were with Barcdo' .: 
Algeiiras. Cordova is to have twenty-eight of the line, making, with tLj 
French fhips, a combined fleet of thirty-fix of the line. 

Don Doz" to have ten fhips to meet the galleons. - Twenty fire-fhips fiwi 
in order to attempt to burn the Englifli fjeet fhould it pafs the Streights. 

jth March. Don Cordova, widi his fquadron, co nulling of tilirty-^*i 

Ihips of the IJne and ten frigates, failed on the 6th ult, with a fair wi:^ 
to meet the Englifh fleet coming to the relief of Gibraltar. 

12th March. The Spanifh fleet under Cordova, in confequence of cr- 

dcrs from Madrid to put to fca, with as many fhips as he could poiiibh' 
colled, fail-d from Cadiz on the 5th of February, with a fleet, coniiil::^ 
of nvarly of che following numbers, viz. 

Guns. Guns. 

2 cf - 112 6 of - 30 to 36 

4 - - 80 8 floops 10 tf) J4 

24 - - 70 * ..2 firelhips,, 

2 - - 6q 2 bombs. 



32 of the line. 18 frigate?, $cc. 



Their objccl is to intercept the convoy going to Gibraltar, or to n??' 
^eir fleet expefted from the Well-Indies, and p>obably fome of them to -3 
on to replace fuch as are coming from thence. 

I2ch March. The Spanifh fleet confllling of thirty-two fhips oft-- 

line and fix frigates, compleatly equipped and provided with every tlrn; 
neceflary, was. cruizing, as was believed, off the Capes, in fuch a m^^^* 
as to block the Streights. 

The Spanifh fleet, with a Dutch fhip of 50 guns, has been cruizing e^^ 
fince the 6:h. of February, between Cape St. Vincent and Cape SparttI,iJ 
thai: it is impofiible for the Englifh to pafs to Gibraltar without being «!-• 
covered. 

Don Barcelo' guards the Streights with eight fliips and eighteen otifr 
ycfTels. 

13th March. -r — No fquadron ever went from the ports of Spain ff^''-* 
complete, better provided with all neceffaries, or under more pofitive cnifr 
to fight, than Cordova's, it was flationcd between the Capes St. Mary a^- 
Spartel, as near as poffible to the Straits, with veflbis upon the look OJ'^ 
bring accounts of every thing whi^h pafTed, . 

Barcelo' had been reinforced at Algeflras, and had with him, cxclufiveP^ 
">oats, fifteen or fncteen fire-fhips, and it was fuppofed that Gibr'^^' 
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was reduced to the laft neceffity. If the Englilh approach, there will be a 
jnofl: bloody engagement, • 

14th March. Eight {hips had failed from Ferrol to Cadiz. 

15 th March. The Spanifh fleet, confilling of thirty fhips of the line 

and fix frigates, had failed to oppofe the fhips dellined for the relief oi 
Gibraltar, and was cruizing between the Capes St. Mary and St. 
Vincent. 

17th March. ■ ■ ■■■The Spanifh fleet, confifling of fifty fail, thirty-two 
fuppofed to be of the line, failed 5th February from Cadiz, appeared oil 
Lagos on the 9th, and g^in on the 17th. A cutter was fent into that 
Bay, and it was faid, they were forty-eight fail, twenty-two of them of 
the line ; the others might be farther out at Tea j and it was alfb faid, 
they might be waiting for the Englifh fleet and convoy going to Gi- 
braltar. 

17th March.— —The Spanifh fleet was cruizing between Capes Spartcl 
and St. Mary, and had entirely Jblocked up the entrance of the Sti^ait*. 
The Englifh will pafs their time very ill, if they make their appearance, 

20th March. Cordova's fquadron was cruizing on .the ill, between. 

the Capes, and had taken eight victuallers bound. to Gibraltar. . 

23d March. The combined fleets of France aiid Spsin hvAhecn out, 

coniilting of thirty-four line of battle fliips,' and had put back again in a 
gale of wind. 

25th March. The Spanifh fleet was out on the 3d inftant, cruizing 

off Cape St. Vincent, faid to ccnfill of above thirty fhips of the line. 

There were no French fhips at Cadiz when they failed, but it had been 
given out that fome were to join them from Toulon : that, however, not 
certain. 

26th March.. — : — An engagement was impatiently expeSed between thh 
Spanilh and Englifh fquadrons. Cordova, when joined' tO'Barcelo, wii 
have a fupcriority. The Spanifh fleet conflfts only of thirty fail of the liaej 
befldes frigates. 

■27th March. The Spanifh fleet, confifling of thirty-one or thirty- 

t>vo fail of .the line, were, on the 5 th or 6th of March, cruizing eighteci 
leagues N. W. of Cape 5t. Vincent. 

Thirty Spaniih ihip's of the line, an4 thr^e French frigates, laying oi 
Cape St. Vincent oy the 12th of March, to intercept the Englifh fleet goin| 
to Gibraltar. 

27th March. The St. Ferdinand was returned into the Bay of C.idJa 

to flop a leak, and the Majelleux, of 110 guns, was expedled from Toulcn. 

31ft March. Cordova had takea a privateer and four large vefTels. 

la(lea with provifions, which were endeavouring to get into Gibraltar] 
Every thing with reipeci to his fquadron, continued as it was on the 2\ 
inftant. 

2d April.-t«— Cordova's fquadron on the fame ftation as before, full] 
determined to wajt for /the Englifh fleet. There will certainly be ai 
a^ion, 

2d April. The combined fleets of France and Spain, confifling oJ 

thirty-four line of battle fhips, had, on the 19th of Marcli, been out, buj 
had put back again in a gale of wind. 

Sth April.-^. — A fleet feen off the Coaft of Portugal on the i6th 
^arch, moving fouthward, fuppofed to be the Britifli fleet. By the 
Recounts the Spaniih Fleet was cruizing between 9^P^ ^^" Vincent an^ 
Cape {>t. Mary's, 

• . 81 
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Stk April.— «-The Spaniards have cAablUhed their cruize between Cape 
St. Mary and Cape Sptind, courageoufly waking for the Englilh. 

12th April.— Different accounts at Liibon on the 3xft of March about 
the Spaniih fleet. It was faid they were gone back to Cadiz, and that they 
had been reinforced by three of the line and a frigate from Fcrrol, but no 
certainty of it. 

16th April.— Cordova's fquadron kept conflantly cruizing up to the 
13th of March, in good condition, near the Straits. 

i6th April.— f here had been a report that it returned to Cadiz the 
14th of March, but it was known that it was on its former flation on the 
1 8th ; it was afterwards faid that it cftually returned on the 19th to water, 
and was to put to fea again immediately, to meet the Englifh. 

21 fit April. On the 23d of March, in the afternoon, five or fix fhips 

of Cordova's fquadron were feen Handing towards Cadiz, ^and there was 
no doubt that one divifion of his fleet \\'ould come in the next day, and the 
remainder of it fuccefiively. 

2jft ApriJ— Cordova's fleet came back to Cadiz on the 17th ultimo 
for water and proviiions, and was to return, and cruize in kvc or fix 
days. 

a lA April.--*— Four fhips of the line had been equipped at Ferrol ; 
their declination unknown ; and that for want of marines, the regimest 
dc Liibonne, or a part of it, had been ordered to embark on board them. 

24th April. '■ Part of Cordova's fquadron returned to Cadiz on the 
^7th of March, the remainder expedled. next day to land their fick, rccrut 
their proviiions, and then to return with five more Ihips, in fearch of the 
Engliih, near Cape St. Vincent. 

24ih April.- The Spanifh fleet was feeti about four leagues from 
Cadiz on the 23d of March, but their number not afcertained. 

26th Af ril. The Spanifh fquadron hc.s returned for the fole purpofe 

f landing fix hundred fick, taking on board, in thtir flead, feveii hundred 
who were in health, and recruiting its proviiions ; after which it was to 
depart again, having received orders to fail Ky the 17 th at latefl. No 
doubt of a battle. 

30th April. The Spanifh fleet returned to Cadiz on the 27th of 

March, and put to fea on the 3d of April, reinforced with the 

Guns. 
St. Pierre, of - - 70 

St. Ferdinand, of - - 70 

St. Ifidorc, of - - 60 

tnd then confifled of thirty- three fail of the line. It fecmed to be morally 
pertain that Cordova's orders were to wait for Admiral Darby ofl:' the Strait's 
kouth, and rifquc an engagement. 

I 2d May.- — I'he Spanifh fleet was in Cadiz on the ^(h of April, and 
tordova was put to fea by the icth, after taking in water and refrefhmcnts, 
tould certainly attack the Englifli, had thirty-four fhips of the line, bc- 
kdes many frigates and flre-fhips. 

I 7th May.— The laft accounts at Lifbon on the 14th of April were, 
pat the Spanifh fleet, to the number of thirty-three, large and fmall, an- 
pored in the Bay of Cadiz on the 30th of March, and had not been out 
tice. What was become of the remainder did not appear, but it was 
Ippofedthey had been fent forwiird, for the protedion of their pofleffions 
broad. 

1^1^, 9tb, 
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9th May.— —Cordova fent into Lagos, on the 7th of March, for re- 
frelhments for his fleet, which confifted of thirty-two (hips, twenty-four of 
them fuppofed to be of the line. It was thought he did not mean to attack 
the Engliih, but only to prote6l the Havannah fleet. 

His fquadron, after cruizing two months, had returned into port for 
tea days^ by order of the King. 

Admiralty-Office, 6th February, 1782* 

Sub fiance of the intelligence received at any time of the equipping of 
Monfieur Dc la Moite Piquet's fquadron at Breft, after Vice- Admiral 
J^arby's failing in March 1781. 

Prepared purfuant to an order of the honourable Houfe of Commons^ 
dated the 24th January 1782. 

SvBSTANCE of the In T E I L ! G E N C €• 

Received 2d April, 1781.— —Orders received at Breft OiB the 21 ft of 
March,, to fit out immediately the following fix fliips for Monixeur Deiak 
JMotte Piquet, viz. 

La Couronne Le Magnifique 

La Robuile Le Dauphin Royal 

L'Indien Le Lioa 

and orders had been given at the fame time to refit the Royal Louis, Ter- 
rible, Invincible, and Hardi in the road ; and for the Bretagnc, which h 
coppered, to proceed thither — The caufe not known. 

6th April.— -The fliips which were to have compofed Monfleur De la 
Motte Piquet's fquadron have been changed; he is to go on board the Li* 
vincible of 110 guns, and to have under him 

Le Bien Aime L'Hardi 

L'A£lif Le Lion. 

L'Alcxandre 

Thefe (hips are only to have five months provifions, and are, gs it is faid, 
to go to Cadiz to bring back a good part of the Spanifli fleet. 

nth April.— Monfieur De la Motte Piquet's fquadron not deftined to 
America ; the fliips of it are indifferent, except his own, and not going a 
long voyage by their preparation. 

There were fix fail of the line in Breft Road on the 24th of March ready 
for fea ; and fifteen more were fitting out with theutmofl expedition^ which 
it was thought would be ready by the end of this month : the whole twenty- 
one fail to be commanded by Monfieur La Motte Piquet, who was going on 
fo me fecret expedition, with about 13,000 troops, which were hourly ex- 
pelled at Brefl. 

1 2th April.— —They were diligently arming at Breft fix fliips of the 
Khe, which would be ready in eight days (from the beginning of this 
month.) Monfieur De la Motte Piquet was to have the command of them ; 
and it was fuppofed he would go to the Texel to join the Dutch fquadron> 
in order to a«ft in concert. 

24th April,— —Monfieur De la Motte Piquet was arrived at Breft on the 
I ith ini^ant ; was to fail ia a few days ; had embarked fixtcen Dutch coaft- 
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ing pilots^ w^ich made it believed he was going to Holland to join the 
forces of the States- General , and twelve Swedifh ihips ; bat that waited 
coniirmation. 

30th April.— —Monfieur De la Motte Piquet's fquadron would be ready 
to fail about the middle of next month, and it was to coufiH of lix Ihips of 
the line, and fome frigates : his deftination varioufly fpoken of; but the 
more general opinion (eemed to be, that it was to join the Dutch fquadron 
from the Texel. In confirmation of which it had been afferted, that fe- 
veral Dutch pilots and fchippers had been difpatched to Breft to conduft 
the fquadron north about. All the other (hips lying in Breft harbour, and 
amounting, as it was faid, to twelve fail of the line, had likewife received 
Orders to nrepare for fca as fpeedily as poffible ; in confequence of v/hich, 
there haa been a general prefs of failors on board the merchantmy and 
privateers in the different ports, infbmnch that the greater part of the latter 
were obliged to difarm for want of hands:. 

ift May. The fquadron of Monfieur De la Motte Piquet was in Brefl 

Road on the 18th of April, and only waited for its final orders for failing. 
He was recovered, and at Breit. 

2d May. ^It was thought probable on the 20th, that his departure 

would be defcired. 

2d May. Lb, Motte Piquet was ordered for the Texel, and two more 

Ihips added to his fquadron, making eight : he was to go in the Invincible, 
and would depart iin mediately. 

Every thing at Breft was going on with the greateft difpatch ; carpenters 
had been ordered from Rochfort and L'Orient, to forward the ihips fitting 
for fea. 

7th May. La Motte Piquet failed 25th April into the Road, and put 

to fea next day, with fix Ihips of the line and two cutters, with twenty 
Ihips and velTels of the States of Holland, under his convoy, going north 
about. 

' Qth May. ^As he had not taken on board more than two months pro- 

yifions, it was thought the fervice he was going upon would not be of long 
duration. 

nth May. His final inftru^fions arrived at Breft the 25th ultimo in 

the morning, and at noon he was under way with his fquadron, confifting 
cf the following ihips : 

Guns. Guns. 

L'Invincible no Le Lion . 64 

Le Bien Aime 74 La Sibille 34 

L*Adlif 74 La Nereide 34 

L* Alexandre 64 La Leverette 

Le Hardi 64 Le Chaileur 

nth May. Generally thought that Monfieur De la Motte Piquet, 

who had failed froni Breft with fix ihips of the line and four frigates, was 
bound to North-America. 

Admiralty Ofiice, 6th Feb. 1782. 

Subftance of the intelligenct received at any time of the equipment and 
failing of Monf. de Grafle with his force for the Weft-Indies, in the 
months of February and March, 1781. 

, Prepared in purfuance of an order qf the honourable Houfe of Commons, 

dated the 24th of January, 1782, ' - 

fc, . Substance 
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Substance of the Intelligence. 

Received, 9th Feb. I78i.<^— ^-Orders arrived at Breft the iGth January to 
fallen a Squadron of nineteen Ihips^ and &x frigates for Monf. de la Touche 
Treville. 

loth Febmary.—- f— Monf. de la Motte Piquet was aot to command the 
ileet. On the contrary, the King had appointed Mr,yde la Touche Treviire 
to command th^ which was deitined for America. His f;|uadron as follows 



VIZ* 



la, Ville de Paeis 

L*'Auguf!e 

X 4 $<2eptre 

Le Celar 

-Le Magnaniipe 

Le St. Efprit 

Lc Citoyen 

Xe Soverain 

Le Languedoc 

Le Heros 

X«e Northumberland 

Le Annibal 

Le Marfellios 



Guns. 
104 
So 

74 

74 

74 
S0 

74 

74 
80 

74 

74 
74 
74 



Le Pluton 
Le Diadexne 
Le Zele 
La Bourgogne 
Le Scipion 
L' Hedor 
L' Hercule 
Le Glorteux 
L' Artefien 
Le Vaillant 
Le Verigeur 
Lc Sphynx 



Gunw 

74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
64 
64 

6* 

64 



ryth February.— —The works went ©n with great difpatch in fitUng the 
fleet; by the end of the month twenty /ail would be ready at BreiL^ 

Directions wc3re given at Rochfort for the fame difpatch. Orders were 
gone for /our (hips of the Hne to be ready to fail for the Eaft-Indies in tes 
jikys^ from POrient. Ten (hips had been copupered at Breft fiace Janixary, 
and five fail of the ^line gone to Cadiz to join the Spaniih fleet. 

Intended that the troops (hould he rezdyhy the middle of next month to 
reinforce Monf. ^e Rochambeau, and would go there woth a large fquadron. 

.2 2d Febu- ' Not as yet able to form any conjedures refpeClin? the defti- 
jftation of the fquadron preparing ibr fea with the greateft drUgence in 
Brefl harbour, whether the whole 0/ it was bound to the Wefl-Indies, or 
whether a part might not be intended to feparaie from the reft in a certain 
latitude, and fail immediately for Rhode Ifland. At all events, there feem^d 
to he no doubt that it would confift of from twenty to twenty4bur fail of 
the line, be£des frigates, and that it would be in readineis to p|it tp A^a early 
in April. 

Mon/. de la Tonche Treville, made Lieutenant General of th^ Marine^ 
was to have taken leave of the Court on the 4th inilant^ and tofet outim- | 
fnediatcly for Brefl. 

The following is a lift of the fhips he is to command:: 

Guns. 



La Ville de Paris 
£,' Auguftc 
Le St. Efprit 
Le Langaed«>c 
Le Sceptre 
Le Cefar 
Le Magnanime 
Le Citoyen - 
Lt Heros 

Le Northumberland 
L' Annibal 
Le Pluton 
Le Diademe 
Vox. V, 



So 

So 
So 

74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
.74 



Le Zele 

Le Marfe]li«»s 
La Bourgogne 
Lc Scipion 
Le fHeftor 
L* Hercule 
Le Souverain 
Le Glorieux 
L' 

Le Artefien 
Le Vengeur 
Le Sphynx 



Guns. 

74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 

74 
74 

64 



S« 
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The frigates not yet naimed. 

Of the above-mentioaed lift, four are to go to. the Eaft-Tndies. ' 

On the 1 ith inftant, tliey were fittiog out at Breft, with the atmoft expedi- 
tioHj the armament intended for the Weft-Indies. 

27th Feb.— —The Armament was going on brifldy at Breft the i4tli 
inftant. 

The- Comte de Grafte, named to the command of the fleet for America^ 
took leave of the King the i8th> and was to fet out immediately for Breft. 

3d March. The Comte de GraiTe was cert^ly gone ^m t^e 23d of 
Feoraary to forward the armament at Breft> but tliere had been aramoor 
the day before^ that ihe Comte de ChafFauk was to have the comncuind c^it, 
and that he was to fet out on the i Sf h of February, for Breft. 

6th March.— —The Marc^uis de Caftries was gcme to Breft. De GraFe 
was difpatched to take the command of the fleet deftined for America^ con- 
~iifting of twenty-five fail of the line, land would £rft join Don Cordova. 

Some of the ftiips had received damaee in the ftorm, which d^ve them 
.from the Road into Breft Water with lofs cif bowfprits^ which would retard 
their beine Co foon got ready. 

I'he baion full of ftiips/and the works carried on with great diipatch. 

The ftiips which failed the 9th of February, were put back to Breft. 

12th March. The Marquis de Calbies was goinj; to Breft to give 

orders relative to the failing-of the fleet. 

13th March.— Monf. de Grafte arrived at Breft oi^ the 25th Feiruary^ 
{ias the command of twenty -five .ftiips deftined for the Antilles^ and is to em- 
bark on board the Ville de Paris. 

z6th March.-— De Grafle's fleet of twenty-flve ftiips of the line, 
three frigates, and three ftoops^ would all be ready in Breft road by the 
7th inftant, but it was thought would not fail in lefs than three weeks. 

They^ere certainly fixed to go to the Weft-Indies. 

1 6th March. Monf. de Caftries was gone to Breft, to haftra the 
4eparture of the French fleet, which was ready to fail with the firft iair 
wind* and conftfted of twenty-two fail of the line, to be commanded b^ 
Monf. de Graflfc, and certainly, as it was faid, to go to the Weft-Indies. 

17th March. T he following is a lift of the f<juadron to fail from 



Breft under Monf. de Grafte 



La Ville de Paris 

1/ Auguftc • • 

Le St. Efprit 

Le Langued^ 

Le Cefar 

Le Sceptre 

Le Souverain 

Le Heros- * 

Le Northumberland 74 

L* Hannibal 74 

Le Pluton ^4 

I^e Diademe 74 

Le Magn^nime 74 



Guns. 

no 

8<sr 

80 

80 

74 
74 

H 



Le Zele 
Le Marfellios 
La Hourgogne 
Le Scipion 
Le HeAor' 
L* Hercule 
Le Glorieux 
Le Citoyen 
L' Arteiien 
Le Vaillant 
Le Vengeur 
Le Sphynx 
Le Sagittaire 



Gttns. 

74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 

74 
64 

64 

64 

64 



20 ^arch.- 
inftant. 



^ 



i 
1 



-The fleet was in Breft road ready to iail on the ytk 

Six or feven thoufand men, who were to go on board it. were expeded 
•"•'"" *^*'« on the 15 th or i^th inftant, to embark imidcdiately : aui 



to arrive there 
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day <«t fcr its departure was the 18th or jptb,. if the wind would 

rat. - , "^ ^ 
Q the be&re-mentiimed lift, the following (hips are iheathcd wTth wood, 
filled; vtt. 

Languedoc, Le MarfdUos, 

Le Cefar, • Le Vaillaat, 
Le Sagittaire, 

kll the reft (except Le Magnanime, which is uniheaihed) are fheathed 
k copper. 

zd March. I t was believed, that Monf. de Oraflfe would not have 

re than ready by the end of this month, 

**I. B. From an accident, the above blank could not be precifely fupplied 

from former accounts; it could not refer to more than twenty-five, 

lading four or five faid to be intended for the Ifle of Frawcfe. 

;4th March'.— *^ — On the 9th inftant, they were expecting the arrival of 

Marquis de Caftriea at Breft, to give orders for the failing of the fleet, 

wind haying been fair for eight days. 

i^th March.— -«- The following ihips added to Monf. de GraiTe's 
adron. 

L' Afilf 74 L' Alexandre 64 Le Sag^ttaire 54 

ij;th March. Monf. De la Motte Piquet was to fail foon after, the 

^mnin^ of this> month from Brell, with twenty-two fail of the line, to the 

^ft-Indies. 

pft March.— ^On the 13th inllant all the officers, both in the fea and 

d fervice, who were to fail with Mpnf. de Grafle's fquadron, had rem 

ved orders to repair on board their refpedive fhips the preceding after* 

)n ; and there was every reafon to fuppofe, that the whole Beet would 

t to fea on the following day, or on the 20th at farthef^. It confided of 

3 hundred and fifty fail of merchantmen, twenty-feven ihips of the iin^ 

mty-one of which, it was believed, were deitined for Martinique, ani 

; remaining fix for the iiles of France and Bourbon. 

29th March.— t)e Graife was certainly to fail the 19th inftant, wind 

•mitting, with twenty-fix (hips of the line, one of 50 guns. 

La Motte Piquet ftaid behind fick. 

Twenty of the above ihips were certainly for America^ the other fix for 

) Mauritius ; after going on their pailage together as far as they might not 

intercepted by the Englifh. . ' ■ • 

The fleet and tranfports' had taken on board 12,000 troops, 3000 o£ 

lich go to the Mauritias, and 900Q to seinforce Monf. de Rochambeau 

America; with great quantities of cloathing and all forts of fiores, for 

; American^. 

31ft March. On thS 14th inftant they were embarking, at Louvan ! 

d at Breft, the troops for the fleet ; viz. 600Q regulars in regiments, { 
d as many more in detachments,* to recruit and complete the regimentjf iiji ' 
3 colonics. I 

Two frigates and two cutters were to accompany Monf. 4e Gr afie, j 

No certain Accounts on the 23d of the fleet having failed from Breft, the i 
nds, whi^h had been contrary on the iSth and '19th, had become fair oal 
s 20th, and continuefd. I 

31ft March. There was a report at Piiris on the 23d inftant, that ft! 

et of thirty-eight (hips had failed from Breft without convoy ; fuppofed to! 

gone in pujrfttic of lha^of the ^ngUik, wjach, having convoy, could notj 

ifcftt : , " ; 

St a Tte 
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The convoy which the Fwncb^ fleet was to have efcovted, eon&ifi of mofr 
than three hundred 611, &nd U the largeft and cicheil tliat ever was ften io 
France;. 

• «d April.-— ^— The ftedor had teen repaired ; would gfv with the fleet ; 
and there was seafon to believe, that they would fiul on the zotii of March^ 
as the minider wifhed. The troops were arrived, and embarking the day 
before. 

ad April.— The Breft fleet detained fince the 19th of March for warit 
of wind; was not failed on the 9jA at ii, P. M. but the* wind was be- 
coming fair, and preparations were making for failing the nexl day» 

3d April --^—Monfieur de Caib*ies was expe^ed atl Pari» frooa Bivft on 
the 26th of March i and it was believed by moH people,, that the fleet wooJd 
fee failed by that tine, though feme fuppoied it coaULn^t fail before the ill 
•f April. 

6th' April.— —The Marquis de Cailries returned to Verfailles the aylh of 
March, having had the &tisfa£lion to &e the fleet ihil from Brefl on the 
22d, with the wind at N. E. which was out of fight the next snoming.. 
Monfieur de Grafle had with him twenty-feven fliips of the line, inclodiag: 
(he Fier, and about ten frigates, and a very gj?eat number of jneichams 
Ihips under his convoy, It was faid he was to go directly to Cadiz, where 
leventy merchants (hips fiK>m Marfeill^s, and as many ^>anifli, were wait> 
Jne to take the benefit of his coarvoy to the French iflands in the Weft- 
Mies. 

6th April. -The wind coming to the fouth on the 2.3d of March, 

Monfieur de Grafl^ made the fignal to fail, and the whole of his fquadroR 
was expeded tafail the next day, if the wind continued faij. 
- Count de Grafle's fquadron for Martinique to confift of fixteen ihips of 
the line, BougaisviHe 10 command in the: place of La Motte Ficptet. 

Monfieur de Barras, with four fliips ofc the line, waa to go to Rhode- 
Ifland with a convoy and troops, to take the comnuind of tike fquadroa 
there. 
' 8th April.^— — The French fleet iailed from Brefli the22d of 54arch, cod^ 
fiftine or twenty- fix fliips of the line, befides frigates. See with 250 fail of 
I tran^orts with troops on board, and merchants fliips under their concvoy. 
I Twenty of the abcSve ihips are deftined for America, and the other fix for 
Ae Eafl-Indies. 

nth April.— The French fleet, under Monfieur de Gra,fle^. confiflkg 
of twenty- Ave fail of the line befides frigates, and j6o or 180 merchant* 
men, with many troops on board, iailed irbm Brefl: the sad ot March^ 
touod to the Wefl-lmiies. 

1 6th April.— —The wind had been favourable finer the ikiling of Mon- 
flenrde Grafle's fleet from Breft tip to the 30th of March,, and continued ib 
then— It was not then believed that it was to go to Cadiz* 

aift April.— On the 6th itjftant no news nad been received at Breft of 
Monfieur de Grafle fincerthe ayth March, when he had fent back a corvette. 

* 24th April. By intelligence from Guernfey, dated the lath inflant» 

ft appeared, that a mafter of a fliip pat in there from Cette; had ieen, oa 
the a9thof March, the Freir^ fleet, confifling of 140 fail, aniongft which 
were forty fail of the line, fleering W. S. W. in lat. 40, ^^ long. 12. 

ut could not tell whether any part of It was Spanifli< 
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Admiialty-Ofiicef 6th Fehriiaiy; l^^f ti 

ftance of ^e intelligence received of Monf. <le Gaidien^s equipmtat ki 
May and Jane 178 1> and of his failing from Breft to Ca^. • ^ 

Preparetl in purfaance of an order of the honourable Hoirfe of Com* 
mons, dated the 24th of January , 1782. ' ^ ' 

S V B 8 T A K Cl^ of tlie I N r B L LI G B N C E« 

Leceived 15th May.— They were working at Brell the ti of. Mfay# 
loat intertaiiilion, upon the equipments that are ordered^ whidi w'lA 
'eady by the end of month. - -^ 

The Generals will then br appointed, and puUickly named* ^ 

9th May.- A frefh embarkation of 4000 men is preparing at Breij 
millions and half in gold are arriYed, but its deftination not Icnowa.- 
i^d May.— —-Since the llores are come to Breft, the greaeeH difpat^his 
king ; the fleet will be ready by the 20th of June ; all the o&cers an^ 
K>inted» and ordered to BrefL The Rx>chfbrd (hips are ordeved to Bitft; 
h a fleet of vefl!cls loaded with wine and proviiions for the fleets from th^ 
ts in the bay* 

^ift May.— -The Spanafli -fquadron, confifting of thirty-one (hips> Is Ml 
\ the Bieft« fquadron compo(ed of twenty-one (hips ; whidl ^uadioii^ 
1 then be commanded by Monf. d' Mang. : 

l^th Jane»— — ^There are now ready in Brefl water fixteen fail df the {me,- 
r of which noont 1 10 guns ; thefe with £ve or fix otfaaert are copper 
toms. 

[t is conjeAuredy this fquadron is to psoceed oflf* L'Orient,i and there be 
(icd by fome men of war from. Rocfaford ; from thence proceed to Ferrql 
join the Cadiz fleet, expeded to meet them there, otherwiie to proceecl 
Cadiz.. They are alfo to be joined by^ji fquadron of Duccb men of war. , 
MonfieuT de b Motte has got fafe into Breit with all his prisies«. 
[n Europe, Spain is. to (end a fleet to Brell to coa^pofc foBty fiulof the; 
e, to engage the attention of the £ngliih in the Channel^ to prevent their 
.ding fuccouts, and carrying on trade in Ameiica, and give* the DaUch 
opportunity to plague and harrafs the Englifli coafb. ' 

^th June«^—— Report fays, that Monf. de la Motte Piqiaet is faSed^ i^om. 
sit uDon a fecret expedition, with iix cho&n (hips and four frigates^ 
^th June. ' A. courier extraordinary was 4^s^hed to* Breft the agtV 
iy> with orders for Monf. de ta Motte Piquet to put to fea immediately. 
I ith June.— *-Monf. de la Motte Piquet was not faUed froai l^eft thcf^ 
th of May ; he was then waiting for his orders. 

Monf. de Bauflett, Chef d* Efcadre, hath been ordcied to Ereft tmme-** 
itely« The Bretagne is refervcd for the commander in chief^ who is fop4 
fed to bQ MoaC de Guichen. 

i6ch June.--^— La Motte Piquet was at Brefl on the 5th of June. Mont? 
Guichen will eomraand this fleet, which is to be joined Vf fereateen 
ps of the line* and to be ready by the 20th of June* K'*^''' 

The Adif is in dock, and will have her damages repaired in abo^t/tfih 
ys. • ■ ■ ■ ' ' ' 

Ships in the road of Breft iz ' '<^ 

Eeady in the inner road " S 

With yards and topmafts down 4 ' ' '*, 

la dock* Adif uud two others 3 

, ' 'I • '% 

• %, '*T ' - 

— t«thl 

• k 
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i^k Jafte.«— — Monf. de Guichen, 'who is appointed to cc Hnm and die 
^ur^pean fleets has received orders to hold himmf in readiiie& to £dl ; his 
mtrii^oos will ibon be fent him. He will fail with twenty-one fiups ; tiie 
XUuilre« and Majeftieux are to join him. Monf. de la Motte Piquet's '€3^- 
dition is laid aiide ; he will coxrmand the van. 

1 8th June.-— ^Monf. de Guichen will ccHnmand the Breft Seet, traf » 
Mon£ de la Moite Piqaet will fail foon with ten fail of the line, he will 
have n«ne left la Breil ; nor is it likely any more will be ready there for 
two Months. 

The plan of the campaign in Europe, is certainly to iofeft the Eogliih 
commerce, and carefully avoid an engagement with the Eng-lilh fleet ; for 
the fliips of France and Spain in thefe feas, are in bad condition^ amd it 
only for %)rt fummer cruizes. 

It is repotted, that La Motte Piquet and Laurens have failed. 

. i8th June. Monf. de la Motte Piquet is ftill at Breft, with the (quadroa 

of fix .fiups of the line and four frigates. There are fifteen fail of the lia» 
more lying in the harbour, ready to put to fea, as foon as Count D^£^; 
and Prince Mountbafon fliall arrive to take the command of them. This^ 
"however, will not be until Don Cordova, whofe fleet confifts of twenty- 
fjjght ihips of the line, fix frigates, and three cutters, excluixve of the three 
men of war from Rochford, and two or three from Toulon, which have 
already joined him at Cadiz, fhall be known to be off the coaft of Brittanv. 
It ftems as if the proje£l of Monf. de la Motte Piquet's going as far as 
Cape J^iuiilerre, to meet the Spaniih admiral, has been laid aiide, on ac- 
count of admiral Darby's having left a divifion of his fleet to cruize at Tea 
for {bme time after his own return into port. 

a;&d June*— Monf. de Guichen hath orders to fail the i<;th or 20th of 
this month^ and to proceed to. Vigo. 

23d June.-"— Monf. de Guichen has taken the command of the f!eetat 
Breft, and Motxe Piquet, fieauil'ett, and Vaudreuille, are to command 
under him* !j['heiie jare now twenty fli-psiat hidk ready for fea; feventeen 
ia the outer r<iad. 

23d June. <"— Monf. de Guichen has received orders to fail from Breft 
j Ae 16th at far theft. 

I 30th Jane. -i— The fleet at Brefl was ready in the road the 15th inibBt, 
j but it is faid, that Monfl da Guichen not having found his inflrufHons fof- 
I ficiently explicit, has fen.t to Verfailles for an explanation. ' 
j The fleet, is ready to leave Brell under ihe orders of Monf. de Guichen, 
. ^ho is embarked lA the Bret*gnc. Monf. de Cry, in the Villc de Paris. 
j Monf. de Beauflett, in the Invincible. Monf. de la Motte Piquet, who was 
1 aeady to go oiv a cruize, hath received other orders, and is now to proceed 
j wtb all the fleet. There are now in the road twenty fail of the line : Three 
^rtived from Rochford, and the Majeflieux from Cadiz. We hear that the 
il(|wrifli fieetis aeair thecoaft of Gafcony. '^ 

I .• Mofif. -de Guichen was to fail from Brefl: on the 20th, upon a cruize, as it 
llitas fuppofed into the bay, with eighteen fail of the line, feveral of which 
Mt I^ jUdij^erently manned and ill fitted for the fea. 

ad Jaly,— The whole of the grand Spanifli fleet returned to Cadiz the 
^IHlQfiane, without iiaving detached any fliipg to join the French fquadroa 
faC Breft* By accounts received, from that port, the French fquadroa aioft 
JlMa put to iea betvv'^pn ^e aoth and 25 th inflant. 

i ' td July , ' ■ ■ On the 20th of laft month the French fleet, coniiltinr of 
lattnrrrn f hips o f fhe line, three of which are of three decks, and ei^l 
l^atea^^^ill^j^ ^i^der Uie oommaad pf Monficor d« Guicjien^ bat 

\ ■ 
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iged to return in the^fternoon. This fleet w«$ to fail again tfie taKI(tm* 

day, and to be joined off Ilockfbrd by the IHi^re, St, Mlck^, mi 
iphion. With the yeflels under their convoy^ which they are to efooit at 
as Cape Finiflerre, and then go to Ferrol, and wait the ariival ^ di« 
tnifh fleet, and of the MajelHeux* 

;^ July.— --^The Breil fleet wait^ only to be joined by the Blnftrc JUld 
Michellfrom Rochford, and then will go to fea. 

.th July. ■ T he fleet under the command of Moniieur de Guicliei}, 
iiflijijg of twenty-two ihips of the line, and of a great nnniber of frigatet^ 

to join the Spaniards off Uihant. Monfleur de la Motte Pioiiet will 
imanda fquadron of fifteen ihips, five of which are to be tdcen from 

Spaniards: he will feparate from the fleet at a certain {atinide, to go 
>n a fecret expedition ; Minorca is thought to be the objeift. 
[.th July. It is fuppofed, Monfleur de Guichen received hii'Oldets on 

2oth, and that he will go to fea immediately. 

[.th July. Monfleur de Guichen failed the zoth of June from Breft^ 

h twenty fail of the line, and nine frigates. Two ihips from Rochford^ 
h the St. Michell and Amphion from L'Orient, vvtm tJie convoy from 

Ifle of Aix, are to join him. The MajeAieu^ SI i»ot come to Breft^ bat 
Ijoin the fleet off Cape Finifterre. 

The EngUfli fleet was feen by the Atalanta on the i6th to the weft of 
lly. Monfleur de Guichen has orders to attack them, npon a prefumjp« 
1 of their weaknefs. 

7th July. The fleet failed from Breft the 23d of June in the 

:h a fair wind. 

^hen it returned into Breft water on the 20th, the Magnifique and Ter« 

le {-an on board each other, and were both damaged. 

7th July. Monfleur de Guichen failed with aTorce from Breft tbft 23d 

June ; faid to coiiflft of from eighteen to twenty-two fail of thelifle^ ain<t 
eral frigates ; his defiination not certainly known, but is ipven out to 
for Ferrol or Cadiz. 

pth July. The French fleet, conflfling of eighteen (ail of die line, 

hmanded by Monfleut de Guichen, failed from Breft on the 23d of June, 
on a cruize^ into the Bay of Bifcay. 

^th July.— -Abftra£l of the French fleet which failed under the oom^ 
.nd of Monfleur de Guichen, on the 23d of June, 

^hips of no guns •sr— -— • 4 

* of So ■■ ' ' *■ '■ " * I 

of 74 — — : . 1". - % 

of7Q -— — , ■ I 

i>f 64 ■ ■ ■ - - ■• * ■ " 4 

1% 

< 

flrigates - . , '■ j 

putters ?■ " ' ' . ' ' ' ■ • ,3 

•" ■ • 1 

1 6th July.— — *Lift of the fliipa of war under the command of MtmArttt 
G'uiched, tiiow in the jroad or Breft, which are to proceed to fe| th^ iift 

r wind. . -^ t. . . - 
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litBitftftjRie 

Ix Rc^al Low 
i/liivhidUe 
.Le RobuAe 
lie FcmiftAt 
La Magnifiqoe 
X« Rtnilier 
Lr Bien Aine 
LeTriomphant 



Gons. 
tio 
tio 
no 

119 
J04 

74 
74 

74 

74 

74 
89 



L'lHuftre 

L'Hardi^ 

Le Gaerier 

L'Alexaodre 

L'Indien 

Xc Ljom 

Le St, Mich^ 

L'Amazone 

La Bellone 



Gons. 

74 
74 
64 

64 

64 

3* 
52 



The four laft are coppered^ aad are to proceed to India. 

toth Jul/.— — It 18 known from Rochford and Bourdeaux, that Monfieur 
4r lichen has «ot paiTed near that coaft, which makes it believed that the 
ieet Iras taken feme other rotft, probably to look oat for a large Engliih 
coiivov ibon expedted. 

-2irf Jofy.-i-^— MonficBr die GiHcheii has no orders to attack any of the 
(^Bfi^iih port9$ his fleet coniiAs at prefent but of Seventeen ihips of the line, 
^nc^five frigates, and are poorly manned. He was obliged to take wi^ 
Kiai fix h<indx«d raw foldiers, fox want of die neceflary compliment of Tea- 
anen. The Lion and St. Michelle which at £^ft made part of his fleet, 
llarebeen detadied ispdn other fervice. 



Admiralty-Office, 6th February, 1782. 

^ • 

-Si&ftaice^ tbe intelligence received of the French armament at Breft, 2t 
an)r Jtiflie from the .month of September to the iailing of Rear Admiral 
Kempenfelt, on the 6th of December, 1781. 

Prepared in puifuaece of an order of the Hon* Houfe of Ccmmcas, 
* cated the 24th Janaary, 1782. 

Substance of the Intelligencc. 

Received iith September, 1781.— — The combined fleets are to crarae 
jto the weil of the fouth part of Ireland from eighty to one hundred leagues, 
sind to keep in the ftream of the Engliih Channel till the end of September. 

4th Odoben— — At Breii they are employed in repairing the ihips tha 
ftand in need of it, which when don^, two iquadrons are to be formed, oie 
often faills to be commanded by Mon£ Vaudreuil who is to carry them to 
Cadia^ to tpin the Spaniards ; the other is to be under the eommand 0^ 
Monf. de la Moti&e Piquet^ to proceed on a cruize and form a fquadron of 
4)biervation/ 

* 5th Oftober. ■ » T he Marquis de Vaudreuil is going to the Weft Indies 
to command ; Belcombe-to be- general and commander in chief. 

6th Odtobo:.— r-Lettcrs from BreH of the 2 1 ft of September Ipeak only 
fit the di^tch with which th^yare repairing the lhips« 

%(h Ofiober.— — The Bretagne, Terrible, Guericr, Protedeur, Alexsc- 
fiX^', and Hafdi are arrived ait Breft ^ the three laft are armes iii fl'ate. 

Tranfports are provided to carry fourteen thoufand men to New Englan<l. 

Sth 0€lober.— -7-The combined fleets are foon to feparate, the Spaniih 
c9mmaBderin chitf having received orders to beat Ca^z, before the mh 
"^ ' ■ • «f 
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ptember. The i reft. fleet under die command of Monf. de Gulchcn, 
being^ reinforced by fome ihips of the line, will put to fea agfiin tbe 
ning of October ; they are to give convoy to 10,000 troop& who ^Q 
eft ready for embarkation, as far as a certain latitude. One hundred 
s of cannon of 4S, 36, and 24 pounders, and a quantity of powder,* 
»s, balls, and other implements of war are to be embarked with the. 
s. 

lis formidable armament is fuppofed to be deftined for America and 
.aft Indies. 

le Bretagne and the Adtif are gone into the bafon being infant of repair. 
Terrible and the Royal Louis muft alfo go into the bafon for the (ame 
n. — Six (hips, of the line are to efcqrt the numerous convoy which have 
preparing at Breft. 

ih October. Orders are given to make the greateft difpatch at Breft 

Rochford in refitting the fhips for the Eaft and Weft Indie.<. 
ith Odober.— The Courronne is mafted and coppered and is to be com- 
ded by Monf. de la Motte Piquet. 

he Pegafus 0^74 guns will be launched the 15 th or 20th of October. 
here are now in the port of Breft on the careen> or ready to be careen- 
he Bretagne, Terrible, Magnifique, Protedeur, Dauphin Royal, Ro- 
3, Guerier, and Alexander, the two laft are armes en flute. The Tri- 
hant muft be refitted. The Invincible is not a good fliip. The fleet 
not be ready to fail in more than a month. 

Sth Odober.— rAll the operations at Breft and Rochford tend to 
)le the convoy deftined for America to fail as foon as pofltble. Tranf* 
s are daily arriving at Breft for the embarkation of the troops, which 
ti the whole will amount to 12,000 men, thofe who had been in the 
id fleet being added. Sixty • tranfport veflfels are already arrived and 
e expeded, but as they will not be fufficient, the following fliips of 
, viz. Prote£teur, Guerier, Alexander and Hardi, will be employed for 
fame purpofe. 

donf. de la Motte Piquet is to have only ten fliips of the line in cafe it 
1 be neceflary for him to go to Cadiz^ for the three other fliips belonging 
lis fquadron are not fit for fervice during this campaign. 

9th 06lober. Four fliips at Breft, viz. the Lyon, Alexander, Hardi, 

. Guerier, armes en flute are to carry out ftores. The number of fliips 

cred are eighteen of the line. A number of fliips axe got into Breft from 

Malo and Nantz. Four fliips of the line from Rochford are at the Ifle 

•\ix, ready for fea. 

\ large train, of artillery is ftiipping at Breft; Monf. de Vaudreuil is or« 

ed to that port and will fail fooner than was at firft ordered, as every ex- 

ion is made. 

19th Odober.— -— The armament at Breft only waits for orders to fail, 

I is fpoken cf as a very formidable fleet both in pointof fliips and the 

nbers on board. It is expeded they will fail about the middle of this 

nth, but their deftination is kept very fecret. It is faid 3000 men will 

fent to the Eaft Indies ; Monf. de Vaudreuil will condud thofe forces 

:h four fliips of the line. — The troops engaged by the Dutch Eaft India 

npany will probably fail at the fame time. 

The Courronne is gone ou( of the bafon ; the Hardi and Alexander are to 

armes en flute ; the Lyon is yet in the bafon, and is like wife to be armes 

flute, but the Guerier and Protedeur will not h» Eited out in that man* 

r, as was intended. - 

Vol. V. T t ^* 
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It is thought Monf. deGuichen will fail with the Marquis de Vaudrecil 
to a certain latitude, and then quit him for Cadf%. 

19th Odlober.— — The ten (hips which are to proceed from Breft to Cadiz 
are ready to put to feai but they fear meeting the Englilh fleet. 
• 19th Odcber. The fquadron for the Iflands cannot be got in readiflffs 
to fail before the end of Nm^ember. 

The Courronne will foon be ready. The Pegafus will be in the water in 
a little time. The Triomphant came into port the 3d of OAober. 
■ 28th October.— ^-The bottoms of the Terrible, Protedlear, Guerier, and 
Majellieux, arc to be coppered. 

'Fhe Hardi and Alexander are dill to be armes en flute^ and their guns 
to be put into their holds. 

28th OAober. -Of the nineteen (hips which are to compofe Monf.-de 

Guichen's fquadron, ten arc come into the harbour ; the Magnifique is tk 
only one in the road ; the Dauphin Royal will proceed thither to-morrc*'. 

The HlU'di and Alexander are armes en flute ; the Terrible, Bretagse, 
Triomphant, ProteAeur and Gucrier, were to go into the bafon the next 
tide, the two lafl to be coppered, and the others to repair their damages. 

28 th OAober. Orders arrived at Brcft the 17th of Goober, to hafleo 

the (hips deflined for the Iflands. 

The Hardi ar.d Alexander, armes en flute, are commanded by auxillianr 
lieutenants. 

All the fhips in the road take in flx months proviflons. 

Veflels are daily arriving from St. Malo, Nantz, and Bourdeaux, and are 
loading to take the benefit of the convoy. The Pegafus was launched the 
l5Jh, and is gone into the bafon to be coppered, and the Guerier to be re- 
built. The Bretagne was prevented going in for want of water. The 
Terrible is to be coppered. The Triomphant wants repair^ and bcirj 
hove down carelef^ly, had like to have funk in the harbour. 

3tft Oftober. Twelve foips ^f the line are quite complete at Breft: 

the troops, amounting to 12,000, which are to embarkin the expediiicn, 
are arrived. All the artillery is (hipped, and the fleet will fail by the ic:3 
of November. 

. 3d November.— -—The embarkation of the troops at Breft, and the coc* 
voy deftined for the Weft Indies, appear to be retarded, and to be fubjeft :o 
great and innumerable difficulties^ Monf. de Vaudreuil is not a litt'.j 
embarrafled with regard to the complement of his fquadron, which is t" 
confift, upon the whole, in ten fli'ps, four of which are to be armes e* 
flute, and a great part of them mull undergo a very expenflvc repair, befv^nr 
they will be able to hold • ut a new campaign. To get, however, a fuf • 
cient number of men for that fervice, orders have been given to prefs a pro- 
poriionable number of vintagers, in the diilridls of Nantz and BourdeauK. 
As all the Ihips will be much lumbered, and confeauently unable to reliftia 
cafe of an attack, Monf. de Vaudreuil is fuppofea to put ofl' failing froa 
Brcft, till he i«~fure the Britifli fleet have returned into port. 

3d November.— The advifes from Breft fpeak only of the difpatch thfv 
are making t6 equip the fleet fitting out there for fea. 

12'th November.— —Five ftiips of the line are to be added to the fquadron 
deftined for the attack of Jamaica. The 15 th of November was the day 
fixed for the failing of the fleet from Breft. 

14th November- Every thing was embarked on board the fliips by the 

beginning of November ; two of their fhips have run on\board each other ia 
a g»lo of wind, one of which is fo damaged, ihe cannot go to fea> and »i'i 

U 
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be replaced by another ihip, if one can be got ready. Eighteen (hips of the 
line, with two armes en flute. [ 

17th November.— —The fqoadron under MonC de Vaudrcuil are to go 
directly to Boilon^ and the fquadron commanded by Monf. de la Mottp 
Piquet, which is to coafift of feven fail of the line, is deltined to intercept 
the convoys the Englifh are expeftine. 

The fquadron under Monf. de Guichen ^ill be ready by the 15th or 20th 
of November, and is to confift of eighteen large (hip3 and iix frigates. 

Monf. de Vaudreuil is to feparate off Madeira with fix fhips and twp 
frigates, and to efcort a convoy of 200 fail to the Weft Indies. 

2 lil November. The armament preparing at Brcll is deftined to 

join Monf. de Grafle upon the cpaft of Anyrica, after having touched at 
Martinico. T he armament is to coniift of eight fMl of the line, befides 
frigates and traniports ; ^is to take on board about 3000 land forces, iu«» 
eluding recruits for the. regiments now in America, and will be ready to 
put to fea about Chriflmas. It is now faid, it will be commanded by Monf. 
de la Mqjtte Piquet, and not by Monf. de Vaudreuil. 

^zd November.— Monf de Vaudrcuil is to fail coniiderally fooner 
than was expeded, and. the 20th is now fixed. 

Every poflible exertion is ufed to get away Monf. de Vaudreuil ^ and if 
is more and more evident his deftination is for the Eaft Indies. A convoy 
for the Weft Indies will fail probably at the fame time, or fooi^ after the 
2o:h inftant. 

The appearances which have led the public to believe Monf. de Vaudreuil 

was going to the Eaft Indies^ were mere contrivances to deceive. There is 

now the greateft reufon to believe he is going weftward, and moft probably 

• to adl in conjundlon with a Spanifh force, going alfo from Europe, and 

j»Qft likely againft Jamaica. 

27th November. The fleet from Breft, confifting of nineteen ihips 

and an immenfe convoy, will fail from thence the 20th, or 25th of Nor 
vember. I'hey will divide when at fea into three fquadrons^: Monf. de 
Vaudreuil, with fix fliips and four frigates, will efcort the convoy to Mar* 
tlnico; Monf. de Guichen, with feven of the largcft fhips, will proceed to 
Cadiz;; and Mouf^. de la Motte Piquet, with fix ihips and two frigates, is 
to proceed upon a particular fervice. The troops, and profifions of all 
kinds, are embarking. 

3d December. The fleet from Breft may poflibly put to fea the end 

of November, or beginning of December. Its deftination is for the Weft 
Indies, and its firft objed an attack upon Jamaica, in conjunction with the 
Spaniards at the Havannah. Twelve thoufand men are at Breft, in readi- 
nefs to embark at the fhorteft notice. ^ 

4th December. ——It is dlflkult to form any fixed idea of the deftina- 
tion of the fleet and forces, which are preparing with great eftorts to get 
them in readinefs. The fhips at Breft are already allotted to Monf. de 
Vaudreuil and Monf. de la Motte Piquet; and, it is faid, this kll_ fqua- 
dron is to be difpatched to fuccour Spain, in cafe the Britifh fleet ^fhould 
fail to the Mediterranean, which makes it difficult to fay what number of 
ihips will be left for foreign fervice; yet it is thought Monf. de Vaudreuil 
will not have more than ten, or ultimately twelve. A large convoy is in 
readinefs at Breft for the Weft Indies, and another preparing at Rochelle 
for the Eaft Indies, to aft in concert with the Dutch troops. Monf. de 
Guichen remains in the Bretagne, commander of the fleet at Breft* 

The deftination of Monf. de Vaudreuil is ftrongly confirmed for the 
Weft Indies, and firft for Martinico. The fix fhips of the line, and ^000 

T t 2 troops. 
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troops^ ^olng. from Cadiz, are intended for the iaroeqaarter, probably te I 
'a6l again ft Jamaica. It is faid Monf. de Vaudreuil will be ready about die I 
30th of November, 

It is certain Monf. de Vaudreuil, and the greateft part of the force, 
preparing at BreiV, is deflined for the Weft Indies, as well as the monef 
lately purchafcd by government. Monf. de Vaudreuil cannot be ready bj 
the 30th; and if he is to wait for the fhips from Bourdeaux, hecanaot 
fail before the end of the year. 

N. B. Rear Admiral Kempenfelt failed frcm Spithead the zd of Decern- 
bcr ; the intelligence received at this office from that day to the 6th of thar 
month is never thelefs added, in obedience to the orders of the Hoaie« 

Admiralty-Office, 5tli Feb. 1782. 

ISxtraAof a letter from Vice- Admiral Darby, to Mr. Stephens, dated cs 
board his Majefty*s fliip the Britannia off St. Helens, the 13 th Mardi, 
1781. 

You will be pleafed to acquaint my Lords Commiffioners of the Admi- 
ralty, that I am got without St. Helens with the (hips and vefiels of the 
fqnadron their Lordfhips have put under my command. 

^xtraA of a letter from Vice- Admiral Dai by, to Mr. Stephens, dated oe 
board the Britannia off Cape Clear, 23d of March, 1781. 

My laft to you, was on the 14th inftant, when between ^rtland and the 
Star^. 

On the 15th, I difpatched the La Prudente and Pheafant, the Brfk off, and 
the latter into Cork, to order Captain Inglis out with the convoy. The 
16th, I fent the Monfieur off the Old Head of Kinfale; thefe two fhips vxit 
de/igned to condu6l the convoy to me, fo as to form an eafy junAion. 

Before day on the 17th, the wind drew to the fouthward, fo that atdar 
light I thought it highly prudent to order the Medway and Flora to take ihr 
convoy into Cork ; at the fame time, with the King's ftiips, to fland to fea, 
and gpt an offing ; fince which, the winds have kept between the Weft and 
S. S. E. which prevents the convoy's attempting to come out, and we froo 
piaking free with the land. 

I herewith tranfmit you an account of what intelligence has been obtaiaed 
by veffels fpoke with, and the laft ftate given in 'of his Majefty's iquadicc 
under my dommand. 

A. 

The Kite floop, on the 19th of March, fpoke with a Swede, bound fro£s 
Alicant to Mafterland, who gave an account that the combined fleets c: 
France and Spain, had been out (confifting of thirty-four line of battle ihifi; 
but had put back again in a gale of wind. 

Extrad of a letter from Vice- Admiral Darby, to Mr. Stephens, dated of 

Cape Spartel, 1 1 th April, 1781. 

Sir, . 

The laft opportunity I had of writing to you, was off Cap« Clear in Ire- 
land. It yvTLs not in my power to inform* my Lords Conuniffioners of the 
Admiralty of ourjundion with the convoy on the 27th uit.'it blowing frefh 
'to the N. E, and late before we got together. 

Extrsft 
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Ixtr^'of a letter ixom. Vke-Aaml Da^y, to Kr* SteplieMfc^ i]iAed.a«d 

Aprils 178^1 • 

Early on the morning of the i ith inftant, we faw three fail at^a diftanec 
^rom each other; I fent the Alexander, Foadroyant and Mineeva, toxhace. 
Captain Fielding, who came up the neareft to them, hid they Wcp^Jthifbt 
^rigates which made into Cadiz, where he-cou»ted thirty-three fail of faille 
[hips, fix of them had flags arid diftinguiihing pendants, with a number tfi 
fmall fhips and craft of aU kind. 

Yeilerday morning I made the fignal for the Foudroyaftt to fiand towards 
Cadiz, the wind would not permit her to .fetch it, but Captain Jervii is cer- 
rain nothing was 'off the port, from which, ^th the in*telligenca herewith 
rranfiftittcd, their Lordfhips will fee that the Spanifh'fleet muft certainly be 
n port. 

The Lyon jpoke a fliipon the i6th April, 1781, whoiTe mafler reports, 
rhat he left Cadiz the day before, when there were twenty-eight fail of the 
ine, ready for iea ; they had 1>6en out 'forty*eight hours, and put back again, 
and were rather, fickly. , 

Another mafter fpoke with; reports that thirty-four'fail of the line, five 
frigates, and four cutters, were in Cadiz bay, and made an appearance oi 
coming out the 12th; they came to an anchor again, and were> reported to 
intend failing" the 1 tth. 

The Foudroyant ipoke a (hip on the 19th April, out one day from Cadiz, 
the mafter reports shat there were thirty- three fail of the line, two pf them 
o£ three de€ks, all ready for fea, bat very fickly, laying in Cadiz bay. 

Extra^ of a letter from Vice-Admiral Darby^ to Mr. Stephens, dated on 
board the Britannia, at St. Helens, the 21ft May, 1781.' 

I xnclofe the account given by a Swede, fpoke with yefterday. 

c. 

Intelligence received by Captain Peyton, of his Majefly's fliip Cumberland, 
from a Swedilh ihip, bound from Cadiz to Stockholm, on the 20th May^ 
1781. 

The mafter of the Swede fays, that the Spanifli fleet, after cruizing three 
months, returned to Cadiz on the 6th of April laft, while he was there, cpn- 
Ifting of thirty-three fail of the line, (ix frigates, and three cutters. 

That he failed the 20th of April, from Cadiz; the whole of the Spanift' 
leet were then there: no talk of failing: no French men of waramongtkemj 
3Ut there were fix American veflels, not exceeding fourteen guns. 

m 

\ 

Extracts of fuch parts of Vice Admiral Darby's inftru6lions on his failinj 
with the fleet in July as relate to his endeavouring to prevent the jun6lior 
of the French and Spanifli fquadrons, dated i ift June, lySi: 

Whereas the homeward-bound convoy from Jamaica was off Tory Iflani 
:he I ft inftant, on its. way round the North coaft of Scotland ; and whereasj 
Tom ipteiligenjce we have received there is reaibn. to beiieire that MonI 
le la Motte Piquet -has not failed from Breft, as was oniginally intended, b\ 
']» ftijl waiting there for a large reinforcement of ihips of th^ line, before 

proccc' 
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proceeds t% fea. Yoa are hereby reqaired and dire^ed to return inline^ 
diately with the iqoadron under your command oiF Scilly» and cruize be- 
Yiet^tf tween thofe iflands and the Lizard, until joined by the il^ps 

Coungeaux named in the margin, or fo many of them as, with thofe now 
VatUttt with yon, will make up eighteen fail of the line ; when you 

^jMiftbjriaB* are to proceed off Brefl^ and ufe your beil endeavours to prc- 
Q^^'^ vent the enemy's (hips in that road from getting out, or any 
Foodroyant o^bers fom joining them from Rpchfort, Toulon, or cHewhcre, 
Conqueror until you receive turther order. 

Extrad of a letter from Mr. Stephens to. Vice Admiral Darby, refpeding 
his inftruftions of the aifl June, 1781, dated 12th July, 178k. 

*' To carry into execution the inftruflions you are under, attending dili- 
'* gently to the feveral important obje^s pointed out to you in . thofe in- 
'* ftrudions; but to conuder the bringing the French fleet, under the 
** command of Monf. De Guichen, to a battle> as the principal objed of 
•* your attention. 

Admiralty-Oifice, 6th February, ^782. . 

Extracts from Vice Admiral Darby's letters to Mr. Stephen^, as contain 
his4'€!afons for leaving his flation in Augult I78i> wim extradls, and a 
^opy of Mr. Stephens's anfwers. 

£xtra£l of a letter from Vice Admiral Darby to Mr. Stephens, dated on 
beard his Majeily's fhip Britannia, 17th Auguft, 1781. 

Be pleaf^d to acquaint my Lords CommifHoners of the Admiralty, that 
the mafter of a brig, brought me lail night the account (which his journal 
confirmed) Thit on Tuefday lafl at half paft twelve, beingf lat. 47 deg, 
31 min. Ion. 10 deg. 21 Weft from London, he was brought to by a fn- 
gate under Spanifli colours, fhe belonged to a large fleet of fhips of near 
ninety fail, forty of which at leaft were of the line ; the wind then was 
N. by W. or N. N. W, and they ftandine to the N. E. upon a wind, whicJl 
feems to indicate that they were intended for the Englifh Channel. In 
confequence of which T have confulted with Rear Admiral Rofs, and Com- 
modore Elliot ; the refult is to make the beft of my way up the Channel 
with the fquadron under my command, to make Ufliant, keeping on the 
fouthern fide of the Channel, and haul over to the Englifh fbore fo as to 
make Portland, bearing N, E. 

I 

i A^Jmiralty-Office, 6th Feb. 1782. 

'I 

textraft of a letter from Vice- Admiral Darby, to Mr. Stephens, dated on 
board his Miijefty's fhip the Britannia, in Torbay, the 25th Auguft, 1781. 

tMy lad to .you, was by the Defiance armed brig ; you will inform my Lords 
ommiffioners of the Admiralty, fince that time I have not been able to 
I>rocure any kind of intelligence concerning the combined fleets of the txxcmy» 
proceed up* Channel agreeable to my former letter. 
Lafl night we had fome very heavy fqualls of wind, in which the Queen 
ofl her main-yard, and the Courageaux fprung her fore-yard, with feveral 
eflO^r accidents to the fquadron. Thex^ being a profpedt of its continuing 
o blow, have thought it .proper to confult with Rear^ Admiral Rofs, and 
j^om modg re Elliott, the mo& proper flep to t;^e taken, .which is to anchor 

h^ 




A, 17824 1> E B A T E S. ^rf 

bere with the fquadroh^ to prevent more SLcqldcRts, and bemg:dr<>Vc to the 
eaftward of this place; I have left the Jiino frigate oiF^e Stajt, and fent thfl^ 
Alarm off Portland, in cafe their Lordihips fliould have fent any diipatches 
that way. 

I mean to f(ay here, provided there Is no fiiift of wind, f!;^ their Lordfliipa 
further commands. 

£xtra6l of a letter from Mr. Stephens^ to Vice- Admiral Darby, dated 27th 

Augull, 1781. 

I received only yefterday morning, by Lieutenant Cadman« your dllpatches 
!>f the 17th inftant, giving an account of the. intelligence you have received 
'rom the mafterDf a brig, of a large fleet, confiding of, at leaft forty line of" 
cattle (hips, being feen on Tuefday, the 14th inflant, in lat. 47. 31. long. 
ro. 21. Itanding to the N. E. which, indicating their being intended for the' 
^nglilh Channel, had determined you to make the beft of your way up 
Channel, with the fquadron under your command ; and at near 12 o'clock 
aft night, I received by Lieutenant Tyler, your difpatch of the zcth inft. 
riving an account of your arrival with the fquadron in Torbay ; 1 loft no 
ime in laying the fame before my Lords Commiftioners of the Admiralty, 
vho, in return, command me to acquaint you, that, from the general tenor 
)f the advices received of the combined fleet, which failed fix)m Cadiz on the 
»ift hit. there is no reafon to doubt its having bent its courfe towards Gi- 
>raltar, with a view, it was fuppofed, to attack that place ; but from the 
ateft accounts received, it now fceiiis the armament is deftined againft 
Minorca ; part of the fleet having pafled through the Streights, and the 
emainder left to cruize, to prevent any fuccours bein? fent from England.. 
Jhere is one letter indeed (as you will fee by the inclofed extrads) which 
ays, the combined fleet was expefled to cruize on the French coaft, and in 
he Channel; but there are no accounts from any other quarter that corro« 
►orate it. From this view of the intelligence that has been received, their 
-lOrdfhips cannot give credit to the account delivered to you by the mafter of 
he brig, more efpecially a5 it does not feem to them likely, that the com- 
bined fleet could have come from Cadiz, or the Streights mouth, (b far to 
orthward as he defcribes, without been feen bv fome of the fhips of your 
quadron ; or that, if it was ft^ering the courfe he hientioned 'on the 14th 
iftant, it ftiould not have been feen or heard of fince. And therefore, as 
ou have already been apprized that the Jamaica fleet (fuppofed to be the 
loft valuable one that ever came from thence) was to fail the beginning of 
uly, and may confequently be very foon expefted on our coaft ; I have it in 
on\mand from their Lordfhtps, to fignify their dire^ions to you, to put to 
?a again, with the fquadron under your command, as expeditidufly as pof- 
ble, and cruize on fuch ftation as you fhall judge moft> proper for the pro* 
^(Elion of the faid Jamaica fleet; accompanying it, When you join it, as far 
s fhall be judged neciefTary for its -f^curity ; and fending fome of your frigates 
dth that part of it which is bopnd into St. George's Channcl> to fee the 
lips in fafety to the lefpeflive ports of their deftination. 

xtra£t of a letter from Mr. Stephens to Vice-Admiral Darby, dated 

29th Auguft, 1781. 

My Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty having this day received fome 
Ivices, in which among other things, mention is made of a large convoy 
aving failed from the lile of Rhe the 9th inftanf, I am commanded, by 
keir Lordfhips to fend you the inclofed extradl of the faid advices for your 
(formation, and to acquaint yo^ that they think it yery probable that th^ 
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0Mvoyftb(n«-ni6fitiened.wa8 the fleet ^een the i4tb inftant^ of which tbe 
brig gave you- the accon&t mentionecHn your letter of the 17th. 

c 

The tranfpoBtSr haying' &uAed to tiike the troops, and every thing on 
boaiA» failed on the 9th of Auguft from the Ifle of Rhe, with the efcort I 
fent you an account of, the number of vefTels about one hundred fail, with 
the (hips frr the£a^«>Indies> and other fettlements> aad (brae American 
▼eHels. 

Admiralty-OfBce, 31ft Augnfl, 1781. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Stephens to Vi(!b-Admiral Darby. 
• Sir,- 

I have received and communicated to my Lord§ Commiflioners of tk 
Admiralty^ your letters of the ^pth.inftantj and I am commanded by their 
LordlhipG to fignify their diredlion to you, notwithftanding former orders, 
to remain in Torbay with the fquadron under your command, until yoa 
ihall have received more authentic accounts of the fleet mentioned in the 
advices, which they underiland from Lord Shuldham he has tranfmitced to 

you. ^ ... . . 

It is their Lordihips direction, that you take his Majefty's (hip the Reco- 
very under your command, and alfo the Mirferva, when (he returns from 
reconnoitring the above-mentioned Beet, upon which fervice ihe has been 
fent by Lord Shuldham. 

If you are fatlsfied from the reports that will be brought by the ftitp 
whicn his LonKhip has fent to reconnoitre the above fleet, .and which he 
will communicate to you, that it is really the combined fleet of France and 
Spain, it is their Lordlhips further direftion, that you detach two or more 
frigates to cruize on different ftations, fuch as you ih^ll judge moft likely 
for falling in with the homeward-bound convoys expefted from Jamaica and 
the Leeward Iflands ; inftrudling the commanders of the faid frigates to ap- 
prize the commanding ofiicers of thofe convoys of their danger, and to re- 
commend it to them to proceed round the north of Ireland ajad Scodand, 
fending into Leith for intelligence, if they do not fall in with any frigates 
off the Orkneys, or the north of Scotland, and governing themfelves by 
fuch intelligence as they may gain in proceeding on to the Nore, or putting 
into Leith, or fome other port to the northward ; for further orders from 
whence they are to fend to me, for their Lordlhips information, an account, 
by exprefs, of their arrival and proceedings. 

Their Lordfhips have recommended to Lord Shuldham to difpatch the 
Quebec and Cerberus, if there (hall be occafion to procure further iptelli- 
gence, or to employ them on any other fervice he (hall judge neceflkry in 
the prefent critical jundure, tranfmitting to you all fuch intelligence as he 
may obtain relative to the above fleet ; and they have further recommended 
it to him to ufe every poflible exertion to get the Hercules and Dublin into 
the Sound, and to prepare them for the fea, diredling their commanders » 
hold themfelves in conflant readinefs for failing. 

Their Lordfhips have directed Vice-Admiral Evans to fend the Arrogant 
immediately to Torbay, direfting her captain to put himfelf under your 
command. It is therefore their direftions, that you take him and the (aid 
(hip under your command accordingly, until you receive further ordcn. 
! . I have the honour to be. Sir, 

! Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

PHILIP STEPHENS, 
klral Darby, Torbay,- 
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^py of a letter from the Mayor of Briftol to Mr. Stephexi9» upon tjie Tub- 

je^ of the combined Heets* 

Sir, 

tn confequence of certain intelligenoe received here this mornings by ejf:. 
jrefs from Lord Shuldham, that the combined fleets were lately fecH in the 
Z^hannel, and are now fuppofed to be off Scilly, the merchants are greatly 
ilarmed, and have applied to me to requeft their Lordfhips will be pleaied* 
:o take proper meafures for proteding the homeward bound Jamaica and 
Leeward ifland. fleets j and have fuggeftcd, that if the Arethofa> now lying 
in this port ready for failing, was to be difpatched for the parpofe of giving 
nformation of their danger, very good con ieqnenees might accrne from it; 
ivhich proportion I humbly fubmit to their Lordlhips coniideration. 

• 1 have the honour to be, 
CounciJ-Houfe, Sir, 

Brillol, ayth Aug. 1781. Your very obedient fervant, 

William Miles, Mayor* 
Philip Stephens, Efq; 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Stephens to the Mayor of Brlftol, dated lith 

. Auguft, 1781. 
Sir, '.' ' . 

I have received, and read to my Lords Commiifioners of the Admiralty, 
your letter of yefterday, in confequence of the information you had received 
of the combined fleet having been feen in the Channel ; and in return, I 
am commanded to acquaint you, that their Lordfhips have reafon to con- 
clude, thaf'the intelligence upon which the afore-mentioned information 
was given, has been without any foundation. 

The fleet under the command of Vice- Admiral Darby has put into Torbay, 
in order to take on board fuch refrefliments as they were in want of, but 
will return to' fea, wdthout lofs of time, to cruiee for the homeward bound 
Jamaica and Leeward Ifland fleets ; the protedlion of which, is one of the 
great objedts of his inftrudUons. 

Iain, &c. 

Extraft of inftrudtions from the Lords of the AdmirjJty to Vice-Admiral 

Darby, dated 7th September, 1781. 

« 

Whereas it appears, by a copy of a letter from Captain Caldwall, of his 
Majefty's fliip Agamemnon, to Vice-Admiral Lord Shuldham, dated the 
31ft paft, that he had fallen in with the combined fleet of France and 
Spain, within about thirty leagues of the Lizard; which, according to his 
calculation, might confift of from forty-four to forty-feven fliips of the 
line, befides frigates and fmaller veflels ; which account nearly agrees, in 
point of numbers, with what is contained in a lift which the Earl of Hillf* 
borough had received of the French and Spanifli 'fliips which failed from, 
Cadiz the latter end of July laft ; copies of which letter and lift, are tranf- 
mitted to you in our Secretary's letter of this date. And whereas there is 
reafon to believe, that the f^d fleets are cruizing with a view to intercept! 
the homeward bound trade of his Majefty*s fubjedls, which may be foonj 
expeded from the Leeward Iflands and Jamaica ; or with an intention t» 
make 3 defcent upon Ireland^ or both : you arej in purfuance of his Man 

Vol. V. U u jefty*^ 
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]efty*8 pleafove^ Gmihtd to nfi by the faid Earl, hereby required and di- 
redted to obfcrve the following inftrudUons. 

Yoa are to pat to fea from Torbay the firft moment wind and weathrr 
fiiall permit, with fuch force as yoa (hall then have with you, and without 
waiting for any farther reinforcement. 

Yoa are to endeavoor to get fight of the combined fleets. 

As their faperiority is fo great, yoa are to avoid an engagement with 
them ; which your copper bottom ihips, and the fuppofed fouTneis of the 
Spanilh (hip's, will enable you to do. But, in caie you ihall find the 
enemy fo far weakened, by having made detachments, or by other feparz- 
tion of their (hips, as (hall afford you an opportunity of attacking them 
with probability of fuccefs, you are to avail yourfelf of fuch opportunity. 

You are to confider the protection of the Leeward Iflands and Jamaica 
homeward bound fleets, and the prevention of a defcent upon Ireland, as 
your principal objedls. 

Tlu5 King having the fulleft reliance upon your bravery, ability^ and er- 
perience, is pleafed to leave the meafures of obtaining thofe obje&, whe- 
ther by attack or diverfion, to your judgment and determination. 

l^opy of an order from the Lords of the Admiralty to Vice- Admiral Darby, 

dated 28th September, 1781. 

•By the CommifTioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral 
of Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 

Intelligence having been received tliat the combined fleets of France and 
Spain are gone back to Breil and Cadiz ; that the Leeward Ifland fleet is 
arrived fafe in Ireland; and that ' the fleet from Jamaica is not expt&ed for 
a confiderable time; and it having been judged expedient, under all thofe 
circumflances, that the fquadron under your command (hould be ordered 
into port to refit, for fucji ferv ice as may be required. You are, in purfu- 
ance of the King's pleafure, iignified to us by the Earl of Hillfborough, 
>ne of his Majefty's Principal Secretaries of State> hereby required and di- 
redled to return immediately with the fquadron under your command to 
Spithcadi accordingly; remaining there until you receive further order, 
md fending to our Secretary an account of your arrival and proceedings. 

. . Given under our hands the 28th September, 178 1. 

To George Darby, Efq; SANDWICH, 

V^ice-Admiral of the White, LISBURNE, 

&c. Scc&c. at fea. BAMBfiR GASCOYNE. 

By command of their Lordlhips^ 

PHILIP STEPHENS. 

Original, by the Porto^floop. 
Duplicate, Griflin or Rambler catter. 
I'riplicate, by the Aurora. 
Quadruplicate, by the Afbea. 

ITopy of a letter from Mr. Stephens to Vice- Admiral Darby, date<i 

3 2d Odober, 1781. 
Sir^^ 
I am commanded by my Lords Commiflioners of the Admiral^ to figniiy 
their diredion, that you return into port immediately on i^ceipt hereof 
mh the whole of his Majeily's ihips under your command^ in Qt4er 10 

their 
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their being refilted for fea with all poffible expedition ; directing fuch of 
tliem as you ihall think proper, to proceed' to Plymouth ; and repairing 
youtfelf with the refi to Spithead, for that purpofe. 

I ani> Sir^ your moft obedient humble feirvant, 

Philip •Stephens* 
Vicc^Admiral Darby, at iea. 

By the Seafbrd, from whofe Captain the Vice»Admiral 
appears to have received it on ;he ift November. 

Extrafts from Vice-Adoiural Darby's letter .to Mr. Stephens, as contain the 
ftate and condition of the fhips undef his command^ on their return fron^ 
their cruize in November 1781. 

Extrafl of a letter from Vice- Admiral Darby to Mr. Stephens^ dated 
on board the Britannia off Cape CIear> the' 19th Odober 1781. 

Be pleafed to acquaint my Lords Commiffioners of the Admkalty, ikft 
the Royal George, Foudroyant» and Emerald, make a diiagreeable and in- 
convenient quantity of water, particularly about their bows, and which will 
certainly require their being taken into dock ; as will the Ambufcade^ 
whofe wants cannot be repaired afloat. The Dublin has* loft her bowfprit, 
othei^iie our accidents have been only in the fmaller way ; but, according tQ 
cnftom^ (hall have a great demand for fails. 

Extrad of a letter from Vice«AdmiraI Darby to Mr. Stephens^ dated oa 
board the Britannia at Spithead, the 6th November 1781. 

I have nothing to communicate to my Lords Commiflioners of th^ Ad- 
miralty, but our anchoring; here this morning ; ^nd ib far as I am able to 
judge, the whole of the fquadron under my command, deftined here, is 
arrived. The' ihips having come in at different time&, cannot fend the 
ftate and condition of them, but (hould fuppofe Sir Thomas Pye will do it* 



Information relpe£lbg the fquadron under the command of Vice-ad^ra} 

rarker, in his operations againft the Dutch. 

Vaifleaux qui fe trouvent a la Rade du Texel, i November, 1780. 
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Batavia 

PrinceiTe Lomfe 
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Am. Comte de Byland 
Cap* Riaveld 
Cap. de Bentinck 
Cap. Binkes 
Cap. Kratz 
Cap. Idlinga 
Cap. Staring 
Cap. Coermaii 
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Vaifleaux qui fe trouvene a la Radc da Tcxel, i Norcmber, 1780. 



Con- 
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9 

10 

II 
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1769 
1765 

1771 
1769 

«774 



Mars 

Thetis 

Valck 

Waakfaamhelt 

Alarm 
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36 

26 
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150 

150 
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Commandears. 



Comte de Byland 
Cap. Spingler 
Cap. Silveftcr 
Comte de Richteron 



i5o|Cap. Mailer 
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VaiiTeaux qui fe trouvent devant Amfterdam. 



14(1763 

»775 
'77Q 



»5 
16 



Admiral General 
Admiral Ruyter 
Erf Prins 



66450 
S6 30Q 



Vice Admiral Hartfmk 
Contre Admiral Zoutman 
Cap* Dedal 



171768 
i8i759 
191772 



Vaiiltaax Employes aox Indes Occidentalism 

Cap. Brodt 
Cap. Naumann* 



Beverwyck 

Zwi6len 

Jaibn 



36 

44 
36 



230 
250 



DcAinaticn of the Dutch ihips of war aftaally ready or near it, accwdaj 

to the prefcnt plan, November 178a* 

T 

r 

For the Weft Indies, 

St, Euftatius, 

i^ear Adiniral Crull, 

2 of 68 "I As they are lately called; for it is to be obferved, ^ 
I 54 (Dutch fhips as they have added a fwivel, or any fort of 

36 r|un, more, have beea raijfed in their raak* tkooghtbt 

24 J mips are the fame. 



I 
1 



Caracoa> 
2 of 5^ 



1 
.1 



Surinam. 

# * • 

^ 9 of 24 

For Liibon. 

Rear Admiral Count Byland, 

of (A % of 3$ 

54 » H 

For the Mediterranean, 

Rear Admiral Binkes, 
of 54 z 



Eflequibo. 
I of 24 



For Morocco. 
\ of :?4 



of 36 

For Algiers. 
I of 44 




for 
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For the North Sea, the Channel, die TenU and the Ports of die RqMibljc 

Vke Admiral Hartilnck^ and Rear Admiral Zoutman. 

2 of yS I of 54 I of 36 

I 68 I 44 . I ^4 



Total 28 



At Helvoetfluys^ 
I Guardihip of 70, 



Copy of Vice Admiral Parker's appointment to the command upon Vice 
Admiral Darby's leaving the Channel,, in March 1781. 

By the Commiffioners for executbg the office of Lord High Admiral of 
Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 

• 

Having direfted Vice Admiral Milbanke to repair forthwith to Plymouth, 
and taking upon him the command of his Majefty's fhips and veiTels at that 
port, carry on the dutv thereof during the abfence of Lord Shuldham, you 
arc hereby required and directed to deliver to the faid Vice Admiral, all fuch 
unexecu^ted orders as may lemain in your hands; and then to repair, without 
lofs of time, to Spithead, and, hoifting your flag on board his Majefty'a 
fliip the Vi^ory, remain there until you receive further orders. 

Given under our hands the 15 th March, 1781. 

SANDWICH, 
H. PENTON, 

C. F. GREVILLE. 
To Hyde Parker, Efqj 
Vice Admiral of the Blue, &c, 
at Plymouth, 
By command of their Lordfhips, 

PHILIP STEPHENS, ^ 

Extrafts from Vice Admiral Parker's letters to Mr. Stephens, and copies of 
his anfwers to the Vice Admiral, as contain information relative to the 
Dutch fquadron, and their movements, to the Vice Admiral's requiii^ 
tions, and the Admiralty's intentions of fending reinforcements 
in time. , 

Extraft of a letter from Vice Admiral Parker to Mr. Stephens^ dated at 

Spithead, the 17th May, 1 78 1, 

Should their Lordihips determine to fend the fquadron under my com« 
mandinto the North Seas, I fubmit it to them whether the Buoy of the 
Crunfleet will not be the moft proper place of rendez^vous for any (hip 
which may be ordered to join me, oj: for th^ North Sea pilots that may be 
procured* 

Copy of a Utter from Mr« Stephens to Vice Admiral Parker^ dated 

;id June, 1781. ' 
Sir, 

Enclofed yo« will reeaive^ by direftioo ^ my Lords Commiffioners of 
Ibe A/Loiir^ty» copyofaj^^i ocmuim^iiiktellisieBc^of thcPttU' " 



r 
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Icom viriach yoo will obferve the ueceflitx there is of your proceeding to fca, 
in the execution of your orders^ with()ut the leaft lofi of time. 

I am^ &c. 

Phil. Stephens. 

Vice Aifaniral Purkeo Downs* 

D, 

Hall, jxft May, 1781. 

Sir, 
I have a letter this moment from my friend at Amfterdam, who writes 

mc, 
<* The Dutch fleet are^ot, and am »¥ch afraid they ivill endeavour to 

'* attack our outward-bound Eaft country fleet, which I am forxy to hear 

*« are yet lying in Lcith Roads." 

I prefume you will have been informed of this circumftance from otl^er 

quarters, however, you will excufe this trouble. 

.1 am, &c. 

John Stephenfbn, 

Phil. Stephens, Efq; Admiralty. 

Extraft of a letter from Vice-Admiral Parkfr, to Mn Stephens, dated 
on board his Majelly's Ihip Fortitude, in the Downs, 3d June, 1781. 

I arrived here in his Majefty's (hip fortitude, with the reft nam^ in the 
BJenfaifant, * margin, time enough to acknowledge^ the receipt of thai 
rrinccfj Amelia, Lord (hip's ordcr of the- 31ft nit. by this day's polt ; in par- 
Buffalo, iuance of it, I have taken the Prellon and Dolphin under 

Alert bng. j,^y command. 

The Dolphin being a two decked fliip, it maypoflifely.be neceffiu-y to take 
her into the line of battle ; in that cafe I (hall h^ve not;hing under njy com* 
mand capable of repeating fignals, the frigates ordered to join me l^ing all 
appropriated to particular fervices. 

Copy of a letter from Vice-Admiral Parker, to Mr. Stephens, dated on 
lM>ard the Fortitude off the ihore, 31(1 July, 1781. 
Sir, 

You will pleafe to inform their Lord(hip$, that in pnrfuance of their 
orders of the 2d inflant. Commodore Stewart joined me on the coaft of 
Norway, with the Berwick, Belle Poule, and .Tartar, on the 16th inflant, 
and delivered me your letter of intelligence of the fame date ; but as their 
• Lordfhip's orders reached him after he had been out eleven weeks on a cruize, 
\ thefe (hips had neither water or provi(ions fiifficient for ten days, which 
made it neceiTary for mc to put into Fleckeryin order to fupply themi. 

On the 28th inllant I joined in Cattegate, Sir Hyde Parker, with the 
■Baltic convoy, a lift of whom I enclofe« This evening I received your let- 
ter of the 23dinftant, by the Surprize cutter, Lieutenant Rivett, acquainting 
'me, that their Lord(hips had received undoubted intelligence, that . the 
putch fquadron in the Texel were to fail from thence the firft fair wind 
jifier the J5th, in order to convoy clear of the Orkneys, ^x of their out- 
yvard-hound Eaft India (hips, and alfo the Indienx, with feveral American 
yefiels laden with cloathing and linen for the rebels in North America, and 
then to return to the Texel ; and that their Lord(hips had received Infor- 
rnation from Lieutenant Rivett, that the above-mentioned fquadron had 
dually failed on the ^8th or 19th inflant, their Lbrdfhips having no doubt 
)f .their having procetded round the Orkneys, and that they will return to- 
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the Texel. In confcquence of this intelligence, I am alfo to acknowlednr 
their Lordihips order fignificd to me, that when I fhall have pafled the 
Texel, that 1 do immediately fend a frigate with the homeward-bound 
Baltic trade, and with the reil of the fquadron uiider my command, cruize 
in fuch manner as I fhalh judge moft proper to'intcrcept the Dutch fquadroa 
above-mentioned* 

In the execution of their Lordfhips order, I ibonld have had abetter prof, 
peft of fuccefs, if I could have confidered myfelf- as warranted to leave the 
convoy before I had paffed the Texel. The winds have been hitherto, fincte 
our jundion, invariably in our teeth, and with this impediment, our pro- 
grefs has, and will be I fear, very -flow; but if the Dutch fquadron are 
gone to the Orkneys, it is probable they will, before they return, take 
under their pro tedion, three of their homeward-bound Eaft Indiameh^' who 
are faid to have arrived fome time fmce at Drontheim, in that cafe I may 
yet hope to be early enough to meet with them. 

1 have ordered the Surprize and Sprightly cutters to proceed immediately 
to cruife off the Texel, m order to procure intelligence, and to join me 
with any information they may gain, if the wind ihould be ibutherly to the 
fouihvvard of the Texel ; if northerly, to the northward of itj» at about 
(even or eight leagues diflance from die land. 

The Bufy cutter. Lieutenant Cotes, who is the bearer of this packet, 
has alio orders for Captain Dickfbn, of the Sampfon, to take under his 
command the Apollo and Myrmidon, and to join me on that lUtion with- 
out lofs of a moment's time. 

On the feparation of that part of the convo]^ bound to Scotland, or the 
northern ports of England, it will be imprafticable to furnifli them with 
fuch a force as I had propofed for their protcdUon. I have ordered the Cabot 
and Leith armed Ihips to this charge, the reft will be under convoy of the 
Tartar and Alert, when I have pafTed the Texel. 

I have ordered the fquadron to be put upon two-thirds allowance of all 
fpecies of proviiions which tjiey are deficient in the proportion of, for fix 
weeks, that being the utmoft extent of time they will lerve to, 

I am, &c. 

Copy of a letter from Mt. Stephens, Secretary to the Admiralty, to Vice- 
Admind Parker, dated Admiralty-Office, 2d July, 17^1. 

Sir, 

My Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty having received intelligence, 
from whence it is conje6turedJ^^ that the Dutch fleet will put to fea in a fev/ 
days, with a reinforcement, to cruize for the Baltic convoy, I herewith 
fend you by their Lordfhips direftions, copy of the faid intelligence for your 
information. And am ta acquaint you, that in confcquence thereof, their 
Lordihips have fent diredlions to Comnxodore Stewart, to join you with the 
^ihips under his copimand, and follow your orders till your arrival in the 
Downs. 

In cafe this fHall reach you in the Firth of Forth, Captain Napier, to 
whom the Packet containing their Lordihips dire^ions for Commodore 
Stewart is tranfmitted, is to deliver the iame to you, in order to your 
forwarding it to him in the moil expeditious manner you .can ; with fuch 
further 'directions from yourfelf for his immediately joining, as you ihall 
think proper for the occafion. 
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' Intelligence, 21ft June, 178 1. 

On parle ds faiiee retoxtir aux premiers jottrs I'eicauire du TexeU avec u 
wntatt de deux vai£eaux de Ugne & trois fregates. £lle fera a ce qu'on 
afTure compofee de 20 vaiffeaux de guerre de I'Amiraute fevrt d'Amfterdam; 
lans compter cenx qui ie trouveradans Ics autrcs ports ; et on ft flatteqa'on 
•ilant CD croiiiere dans les mcrs du nordk Elle fera fuperieure aux forces 
Britannique de ce cote la^ 

Admiralty-Office, 23d July, 1781. 

Sir, 

My Lords Cottimiffioners of the Admiralty having received undoabteii 
thtelligence, that the Dutch fquadron in the Tex'el, confilling 6f the nuE* 
ber and clafs of ihips mentioned in the inclofed^Iiil, were to ml from theoce 
the firft fair wind after the 15th inftant, in order to convoy, clear of the 
Orkneys, fix of their outward-bound Eaft India (hips, and alfo the Indian' 
(now called the South Carolina) with feveral American vefTels laden witli 
doathing and linens for the rebels in North America, and then to retom 
to the Texcl.- And their Lord (hips having received information from Lieu- 
tenant Rivett, commanding the Surprize cutter, who was ftationed of tlie 
Tcxel, and by whom you will receive this letter, that the fquadron above- 
mentioned did aftually fail in the courfe of Wednefday laft, or early oa 
ThuriSay morning ; I am commanded by their Lordfhips to acquaint yoa 
therewith, and that as they hav^e no doul>ts of their having procewied round 
tlie Orkneys, (though Lieutenant Rivett feems to think they are come ta 
the Southward) and that they will return to the Texel, it is their LoKJ- 
fiiips diredion, that ,you do, when you fhall have palTed the Texel, or b 
ca& this letter meets you on this fide the Texel, that you do immediatel> 
:fend a frigate to England with the homeward-bound Baltic trade ; and«T^ 
tlie reft of your fquadron, cruize in fuch manner as you fhall judge ma*: 
likely to intercept the Dutch fquadron above-mentioned, on their retanv tc 
Holland; and ufe ybur beH endeavours to take or deftroy them. 

Their Lordfhips hope,^ that Commodore Stewart, with his fquadron froo 
Shetland, will have joined you off the Catte gate, agreeable to the orier> 
which wer^ ^i^atched to him the. 2d inftant; but if it be otherwife, tbe^ 
Tecommend it to you, to lofe no time in forming a jundlion with him; in- 
to that -end, to difpatch the cutter a-head, with direftions to him to dc^ 
you where you (hall think fit to. appoint; taking him, and the fhipshecs" 
readily bring with him, uadcr your command while you are employed c 
this fervice. 

I am farther to_ acquaint you, that their Lordfhips have ordered i* 
Sampfon, with the Apollo and Myrmidon frigates, to proceed as foonai 
pofGble to the GunHeet ; and that their captains will be direfted to «i^ 
you withput a moment's delay, upon receiving orders from you for jkit 
purpofe, if you can fix upon any rendezvous where they will have a ^ 
proQ)e(flof meeting with you. lam. Sir, 

Your mpft obedient 

humble Servant, 
Tice-Admiral Parker. — Philip Stcpto, 
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Abfira£b of the Dutch fquadroiu 


I Ship of 

1 - - 
1 . - 


74 Guns. 
6o ^ 


3 


50 


I - - 

I Frigate of 
4 Ditto 


4+ 
32 


I Ditto 


28 


I Cutter of 


20 



^opy of a letter from Vice- Admiral Parkw*, to Mr. Stephens, dated on board 

the Fortitude, at iea, 6th Auguft; 1781. 
Sir, 

Yefterday morning we fell in with the Dutch fquadron, with a large con- 
oy, on the Dogger Bank, I was happy to find I had the wind of them, as 
he great number of their lar^e frigates might othcrwife have endangered 
ny convoy. Having feparated the men of war from the merchant fhips, and 
nade a fignal to the laft« £0 keep their wind. I bore a.way with a general 
ignal to chafe. 

The enemy formed their line, confining of eight two decked fhips on the 
larboard tack ; ours including the Dolphin, coniifled of feven. ^ 

Not a gun was fired on either fide, until within the diflance of half 
nufquet ihot. The fortitude being then a-breafl of the Dutch Admiral, the 
idlion began, and continued with an unceaiing fire for three^hours and forty 
cninuces. By this time our fhips were unmanageable ; I made an effort to 
Form the line, in order to renew the adtion, but found it impracticable ; theBi- 
snfaifant had loft his main-top-mafl, and the Buffalo his fore-yard ; the refl of 
the fhips were not lefs fhattered in their mafls, rigging and fails. 

The enemy appeared to be in as bad a condition ; l>oth fquadtons lay too 
1 confiderable time near each other, when theDutc^, with their convoy, bore 
away for the Texel ; we were not in a condition to follow them. . His Maje- 
fty's olEcersand sncn behaved with great bravery.; nor did the enemy fhew 
lefs gallantry. Ike Fortitude was exliremely well feconded by Captain' 
Macartney in the Amelia, but he was unfortunately killed e^ly in the acHon« 
Lieut. HUl has great merit in fo well fupporting .the condudt, of his brave 
Captain. As there was great probability of our coming into adUon agaia^ 
Captain Macbride very readily obliged me by taking the command of that I 
fhip ; and I have appointed Mr- Waghorn my firfl Lieutenant to the com- ' 
mand of the Artois : this gentleman^ though much hurt in the afUon, refufed 
to leave my fide while it lafled. Captain Gcaeaae of the Prefton has lofl an 
arm. . . ^ 

Enclofed, I tranfmit a return of the killed and wounded, and an account 
ef the damages fuflained by the fhins. 

The enemy's force were, I believe, much fup^riQr to what their Lordfhips 
apprehended. I flatter myfelf they will be fatisfied that we done all that wa^ 
pofiible with ours. I am, &c, 

H. Parker. 

P. S. The frigates this morning difcovered one of the^Dutch nien 
war funk in twenty- two fathom water, her top-gallant-mafls were above th 
fur&ce, and her pendant flill flying, which Captain Patton has flruck an 
brought me on board; I believe f£r waj^ riie fecond fhip in their line^ b 
fcventy-four guixs. - 

- Vol-, v. X X . 
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Eteport of tbe damag^i received by the fqaadron> ifltaSapU on tbe^tk Auf oft, 

1781. 

Four ITU D£. 

Five main (hroods on the ftarboard fide^ and five on the larboard ditto, 
grone ; five foie ditto, and two backftays, larboard fide, gone; fbretop 
ftay ^md fpring ditto ; maintopnkaft fUy and Spring ditto; and mizen ftay 
gonej fore and maintopmaft backfiays, and topgallant bacjdftay gone; 
greateftpairt of the running rigging ihot away. 

MaMiL9i%ft, three (hot tlv-pugh ; xoretnail, one ihot through and one lodged 
in it ; bowfprit, two fhot through ; jib bomb gone ; maintopmaft badly 
V^oundedi' ^are one unferviceable; driver booiin gonei fpar^ fenetopfail 
yard ^nferviceable ; &x chain plates and dead eyes gone ; heft bower anchor 
Hook badly wounded ; ten fhot between wind and water, and a. great many 
above water ; all the boats damaged ; two lower deck guns, three main 
deck ditto, pne on the qi^arter deck> and one cstfroaade \inferviceAble. 

BlENPAI«ANt 

The mainmaft wounded in two places; maintbpmsift fhot away, part of 
it gone 4>verboard ; maintop-^allantmafl, and one of the maintop-gallant* 
ftudding fail-booms, gone ; mainyard flightly wounded ; one fhot in the 
foremaft ; foretop and forecopfail-yatd flightly wounded ; mizengaiF wound- 
ed very tmch ; bowfprit greatly damaged by a large fhot ; one of the fore- 
chain pUtes and dead eyes ' ihot kway ; the fore channel damaged ; one fhot 
through the knee of the head ; forty-nine fhot in the hull, manv of them 
through und through; port-tiitibers, port-lids, mofl of the fpare booms and 
(pars damaged, and unfit for their proper uie ; all the boats damaged, and 
one large fhot through the coppers, has rendered them unferviceable. 

B^ R W I C K. 

Fourteen fhot between wind and water, three through the diannel wall ; 
one orlop ftandard ihot off; two pieces of gun-deck elamp, ^d the fbeak 
under it, (hot through ; one port-tunber on the gun-deck, Ave pieces between 
the ports, fhot off ; on^e piece of upper-deck ctamp^ two pieces of fpur- 
ketirg, (hot off; one piece of ihot fluff between the ports on the quarter- 
deck, ditto fix ftrakes of the poop-deck, cut off with the fhot ; .thebowfpric 
ihot thi^gh between the gammoning ; ^remafl fhot through, twelve feet 
above the f<H'ecaille-deck, in two i^^ucei, tfir^ feet a-funder ; fiweyard^ 
foretoppft, and foretopfail-yard, fhot through ; the mainmafl (hot through, 
twenty feet above the quarter-deck, and betwixt decks; mainyard and 
maintopfail-yard fhot through ; maintopmafl fprung, and fhot through ; 
mizenmaf(, fix inches of the after part cut off, about twelve feet above the 
poop-deck; mi^en^pmaft, and topgallant^mafl, and misientnpfail-yard 
carried away ; jib-boom* foretopmaft, two fifhes, a rough Aick, of fourteen 
inches and a half, fhot fhrongh; ftudding<^ail boom, two ditto yiPds, fix 
fhot a^ay j all the boats fliot t&ough in. leveral places, 

F&iNCEss Amelia. 

Mainmafl, foretopmafl, bowfprit, fo<:etopgaI^nt-maf(, mixcnmsAtXpnt^ 
fail-y^rd, jib-boom, and crors-jack-y^rd, unfti^TiQeableif jnaintopmaft 
wouuded, and hull fnuch damaged. 

X%.x, Pitt 
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Preston. 

• 

Voremofi pott in the lower deck, torn by fhot ; one piece of (pirketlng, 
and three pieces of ihort fluff, between the ports^ on the ftarboard £des» 
ditto; one ^iece of clamp, one hanging knee, three pieces of fpirketin j, bt 
ditto of quick-work, one piece of firing, one carling to the bowfpnt, on 
ike fhurboajd fide ; one piece of fpirkcting, two pieces of qirick-work, on 
Che larboafd fide, fhot away on the upper deck ; three pieces of chunp, five 
hongine knees, three pieces of fpirketing, three ditto of qqick-work, on 
. the itarboard fide ; two pieces of fpirketing, two ditto of quick-Work, on 
the larboard fide, fhot away -on the quarter-deck ; onej piece of danp on 
the ftarboard fide^ and a rough tree rail oi» the krb^ard fide of the poop, 
fhot apway^ 

Mainmaft, snaintopmaft, %are maintopmafi, one fifh for maft, i^ 
main and foretopfail-yaids, mizen, mizentopfail-yard, crofs-jackanddrim 
yafds, the bafge, cutter, and long-boat, all (hot through; eight (hot in 
the main wales ; the pofl fplit at the 20 foot mark, by a fhot; twehein 
the channel walej fix above dittOi and eighteen on the ftarboard fide. 

Buffalo. 

The Clamps, fpirketings, waterways, feveral of the hanging kiiee>, 
lodging knees and flandards, wounded ; three (hot in the foreman, one in 
the foretopmaft, three in the foie^yard, one in the jib-boom, three in the 
mainmafl, and Ave in the main-yard ; heel of the maintopmafi fhet away; 
fpare maintopmaft wounded; larooard arm of the foretopfai 1-yard fhot away 
. near the quarter, and one fhot in the flar board arm ; two fluit in the mizen- 
yard ; mizen-trufTel- trees fhot away f mizenmafl wounded ; driver-boon, 
and fludding-fail booms and yards wounded ; about one hundred and thiity 
Ihot in the wales, fides, and topfides ; and boats much fkattered. 

D o t. P H I K. 

Several fhot between wind and water ; fourteen on the bends ; npper 
^ works much dam^aged ; mainmaft fhot through' in four places ; maiBtopmai 
half through ; main-yard three fhot through ; maintop and crofs-tree modi 
damaged ; foremaft three fhot through it ; foretopmail wouaded ; foretop- 
gallant-maft much wounded ; fore-yard fhot in the upper part ; mizentof- 
maft fhot through ; crofs-jack-yard cut in two; the gaff fhot in two; two 
ihot through the driver-boom ; fpare topfail-yard fhot through ; bowfpnt 
fhot through in three places ; fhip's fides, and a number of other article$» 
rery much damaged ; no fpare topmafls in the fhip fit for fervice. 

Information refpefting the operations in the Weft Indies, in the yeaf 

1781. 

Extraft of a letter from Mt. Stephens, Secretary to the Admiralty, to ^ 
George Brydgcs Rodney, Bart, commander in chief of his Majefly's ^f 
- . »t the Leeward Ifiands, dated 30th of March, 1781. 

I acquainted you in my former letters with the equipment of a fquaJroa 
of Ihips at Brefl, faid to be defHned for the Weil Indies, but as none of tli«Di 
had failed from that port when the Izfk advices came from thenqe ; d« ac- 
" count tranfmitted to you bv Capt. . Linzee of the Santa Monica, was ff^ 
errcme ons, the^ fleet which ne faw off Cape Finiflerre, and fuppofed to be 
•" *' ^ts courfe for the Wefl Indies being no other than a part otD'Eftaing J 
^-^m Cadiz to Breft, where they arrived a few days afterwards. Th« 

^ , - fqaadrtO 
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^uadronr whidi hafr been ib long pKpsring at Breft is now faid to confift <if 
25 or 26 fail of ^e UfkQ, and to have been ordered to fail under t&eoom- 
mand of Monf. de Grafle on tbe 19th or zoth of this months five or fix of 
which it was fuppo£^d would be difpatched to the Eaft Indies^ ^nd the re- 
maining twenty go to the Leeward liQands or Rhode Idand, as yoa will fa 
by the enclofed advidss, to which I take leave to refer you. 

Intellijrence tranftnitted to Sir George Rodney by Mr. Stephens, in i^s 

letter of the 30th March, 1781. 

Monf. De Caftries is gone to Bi*eft to haften the departure of the French fleet. 
My intelligence flates that this fleet is ready to fail with the firft f^r wiii4* 
that it coniifts of twenty two fail of the Jine^ to be commanded by MonC 
de Gra^e, and if my information be true, is certainly defined for the Weft 
indies, 

Efcadre c[ue va partir de Brefl (bus les ordres d^ M. de GraflTe, Lieut* 

General. 



La Ville de Paris 

L' Auguile 

Le St. Efprit 

Le Languedoc 

Le Cefar 

Le Heros 

Le Northumberland 

L' Hannibal 

Le Pluton 

Le Diademe ' 

Le Sceptre 

Le Souverain 

Le Marfellois 



Guns. 

no 

80 

80 

80 

74 
• 74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 



Le Bourgogne 
Le Scipion 
U Heaor 
L' Hcrcule 
Le Glorieux 
Le Magnanime 
Le Zele 
Le Citoyen 
Le Artifien 
Le Vaillant 
Le Vcngeut 
Le Sphinx 
Le Sagittaire 



Guns, 

- 74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 
64 

^4 

64. 
50 



MonH de GraHTe will not have more than re^y by the end 

«f the month, though every endeayour is uiing to haflen his departure. 

N. 6. From an accident the above blank could not be prtcifelj fup- 
plied ; but from the former advices it cannot refer to more than twenty-five 
ihips, inchiding' thfe fi\€ fald to be intended for the Ifle oi France. 

M#nf. de Graflc's fleet of twenty-five Ihips of the line, three frigates, and 

tliree iloops, will be all in Brell road by the 7th of Marth, but I think will 

not fairin lefs than two or three weeks more. They are certainly fixed as 

vet to go to the Weft Indies firft. 

La flatfe eft toute prcte en rade (le 7th Mars) pour partir les 6 a 7. Mille 

ammes^qu'on doit y embarquer arriveront a Breft le 15 et le 16 on les em- 

\rquGra aufitot. 

Le jour du depart de cette flotte eft fixe au 18 on 19, fi le vent le permet. 

Oansle lifte des vaiiTeaux qu'on a donhe, qui partent pour L'Amerique, 

Vanguedoi, Le Ceiar, le Marfellois, le Vaillant, & le Sagittaire foutdou- 

\ e!f^ bois, hx, Mailletes, le Magnanime n'eftpas doubles de tout, et tons 

luti-es font doubles en cuivre on n'a jpas encore la lifte des frigattes. 

e Grafife will fail the 1 9th certainly, wind permitting, with twenty-fix (hips 

IB linc> with one fifty ; La Motte Piquet ftays behind fick. You may de- 

that the fleet is for America^ twenty in number, the other fix go to the 

Mau-' 
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Mauritius, after going on tkeir paflage together as for •$ Aff wasf not be 
intercepted by the Engiiili fleet. The fieet afti tnmiporta have taken 
twelve thottfand troops on boards three thoufaiid go fo the MavritiQ^t aad 
nine to reinforce Rochambeau in America^ widi great qostoUties of doathisg 
and all ibrts of ftores for the Americans. 

Extrafl of a letter from Mr. Stephens^ Secretary to the Admiralty, to Sir 
George Brydges Rodney, Bart, commander in chief of his Majef^s Ihipa 
at the Leeward Iflands, dated 31ft March 1761. 

P. S. Since clofing my letter I have received advices leipeding the 
fquadron of Moniieur de GraiTe, extrafts of which are herewith enddbi 
fervour information. 

B. 

Intelligence tranfmitted to Sir George Rodney by Mr. Stephens, in ins 
letter of the 31ft of March 1781. 

Two frigates and two cutters are to accompany Monfieor de Grafle. 

No certain accounts of the fleet having failed from Breft ; the winds, 
which had been contrary to the 1 8th and 19th, had become fair on the 20^, 
and had continued. 

The convoy which the JF'rench fleet is to efcort, confifts of more tbaa 
three hundred fail, and is the lar^efl and richefl that ever was feen in France. 

The Hedlor had been repaired, and there was reafon to believe the fleet 
would fail on the 20th of March— The troops were arrived, and embaridng 
the day before. 

Intelh'gence r^ipeding the a£lion between Sir Samud Hood and Monfienr 

de GralTe, oiF Point Salines. 



Eicadre Commandee par M. Le Compte de Grafle. 



Vaiflfeaux. 
La Ville de Paris 
L'Auguftc 
Le St. Efprit 
Le Languedoc 
Le Sceptre 
Le Northumberland 
La Souverain 
La Bourgogne 
Le Citoyen 
Le Hercule 
Le Scipion 
Le Pluton 
Le Cefar 
L'Hedlor 
Le Marfellois 
Le Diademe 
Le Glorieux 
Le Zele 
Le Magnanime 
Le Vaillant 



Canons. 

100 

80 

So 

80 

74 

74 

74 

' 74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

• 74 

74 
64 



Vaifleaux. 
La Viftoire 
Le Solitaire 
Le Refleche 
Le Caton 



Canons. 

64* 



& I G A r s s< 



L*£xper!ment 
La Galatea 
La Conflante 
La Medee 
La Diligente 
L'Aigrette 
L'Hypocrite 

C O T T * Jt 

Le Pandour 
L*Alerte 



52 



s. 




Tbe &^>!i jBatked * loiBed Monfienr de Gnfle from Fort 



it 

18 

jRcifiiBajr. 



1 

1 
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N. B. No lift of the French fleet having i)een tranfmitted to the Admi- 
r^ty bjr Sir George Rodney^ or Sir Samuel Hood^ the foregoing lift is laid 
Jbeibre the Hoiife ; but the Admiralty do not warrant the authenticity of it ; 
it was found, with various other papers, on board a French vefTel, captiu^ 
by a Jeriey privateer, and tranfmitted by her owners to this office. 

Lift of the Englifh fleet under the command of Sir Samuel Hood> in the 

lifUon with Monf. de Graffe, off Point Salines. 

Line of battle. 

The Alfred to lead on the flarboard, 7 rp , 
\ And Shrewfbnry on the larboard J * ^^^^* 



Frigates. iRate 



izard to re- 1 
eat fignals. J 



Lizard 
peat 



Pacahunta 1 
fl.torep.fig. j 



Ships of the line. 



Alfred 

Belliqueux 

Alcide 

Invincible 

Monarch 

Barfleur 

Terrible 

Princeffa 

Ajax 

Refolution 

Montagu 

Gibraltar 

Centaur 

Ruflel 

Pr.WiUiam 

Torbay 

Intrepid 

Shrewfbury 



Commanders. 



Capt. Bayne 

— Brine 

— Thompfbh 

— Bickerton 

— Reynolds 

Sir S.Hood, Bt. •) 
Capt. Knight. j 

— Fergufon 

— Sir T. Rich, Bt. 

— John Symons 
^ Ld.R. Manners 

— Houlton 
Rear Ad. Drake, 1 
Cap.KnatchbuU. j 

— Nbtt 

— Sutherland 

— Douglas 

— Gidoin 

— MoUoy 

— Robin fbn 



Guns.iMen. I Dlvlfibn. 



It 

74 

74 
74 

90 

74 
70 

74 
74 
74 

80 
74 

64 

74 
64 

74 



600 
500 
600 

^11 I RcarA.SirS. 
y Hood's di- 
767 vifion. 

600 
560 

550J 
ooo-^ 

600 

66j 

x; Rear Ada, 

Z?.y Drake'3 

000 r J. -r 



500 
600 
500 
600 



divifion. 



Given under my hand^ on board the Barfleur, oiF Martinique, the iih 
April,. 1781. 

Samuel Hood. 

. Memorandum.-^In cafe any line of battle fhip or fhips fhould be away^ 
die Slip that would have followed the one abfent, is to take her place. 



BxtraAofaletter &om Sir Samuel Hood, dated the 4th May, 178 1, ad, 
drefled to Sir George Rodney, and hy him tranfmitted to the Admiralty, 
fo far as rives an account 0/ the adion between Sir Samuel Hood, and 
Monfteur de Graife, off Point Salines ; Sir Samuel Hpod not having ad* 
drefled his letter to the Admiralty on that fubjedt. 

Twenty-fcven minntes paft nine, Sunday, the 29th April, 1781, hoifled 
^ur colours, as did the French Admiral and his fleet. At fifteen minutes 

e;ft ten, made the Shrew&iirf *8 Jignal to alter her courfe to windward, fhe 
tog the leading 9iip« but ioon perceived the wind hM fhifted^ and that 
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Die was as cIo(e to tht wiod as ihe conid lay. At tbirty.five minutes pi 
ceiiy tacked the fquadron all together, the van of the enemy being alcioft 
abfeail of oar centrr> and at eleven began to fire, which I took no notice of 
at this time; the ihips in Fort Royal Bay flipped their cables^ and got 
under fail at twenty minates pad eleven. I tacked the fquadron altogether, 
and repeated the £gnal for a dofe order of battle. At twenty-five minutei 
paftdevettp finding the enemy's ihot to go over as, hoilled the fignal for en* 
ga^ng» and in pafltng oar van and the enemy's rear^ exchanged foiiie 
broad fides. At forty minates paft eleven>-the enemy tacked. At fbrty- 
five nunntes pa ft eleven, made the figna) for the rear to dofe the center. At 
lilty*five minutes paft eleven, finding it impofTible to get up to the eneioy's 
fleet, I invited it to come to me, by bringing the fquadron too under their 
top-Ails. At iialf paft twelve, the French Admiral, in the Bretagne, be- 
gssi to fire at the Barfleirr, which was immediately returned, and the ac- 
tion became general, bat at too great a diftance, and I believe never was 
more powder and fixot thrown away in one day before; but it was with 
Monfiear de Grafle the option of diHance lay, and he preferred that of % 
^<. It was not poiEble for me to go neater. At one I made the £giul 
lor tlie vam to fill, the French Admiral having filled, and drawing a head. 
At ievcnteen minates paft one, made the Shrewfbury's fignal, (the leading 
lliip) to make more fell, and fet the top-gallant fails. At thirty- four m- 
Bntcs paft one, repeated the fignal for a cloie line of battle, and finding not 
cmcin ten of the enemy's ihot reached as, I ceafed firing; the enenydi^ 
the feme ibon after, bat their van and oars being fomewhat nearer, cond- 
nocd to eng:^, and ihoa^ the French Admiral had ten fail a Hem of hioi, 
and three others to windward, he was backward in making a nearer ap- 
liroadi. 

The merchants (hips at this time were haaling in cloie nnder the land, 
attended by two Ihips of two decks, fappofed to be armed en flute, and cu-o 
fi^gatrs. At eighteen minates palled three, the firing ceafed between o^ 
jraft and that of the enemy. 

« 

Inibrmafkm refpe^ling the Weft-Indian convoys in the year i^Si. 

Copy of a* letter iHnom Mr. Stephens^ Secretary of tl^e Admir^tyv to Capc. 

Byron, of his Majefly's fhip Proferpine. 

Admiralty-Office, 2 id March, 17S1. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commifiioners of the Admiralty, to fif* 

91^ their dire£don to yon to proceed, Wthoat a moment's loisbf time, ac<; 

cniize in the Ihip yon command, two hondred leagues to the wefhraid. of tk 

IJzard, between the ladtades of 49 deg. 3omin. -and 48deg. 3oniin. ^ 

the protefizon of the trade of his Majedy 's fubjefb ; and very diligently **c 

kid: ont lor the homeward-bound trade expelled from Jamaica and rx 

Xoeward Iflands ; the failing of that from Jamaica having been fixed kz 

Y.^g^im!t ^^ '5^^ o^ ^2ft month, under convoy of his Maje^'s fc 

GiaTtDii named in the margin, all tinder jury mails j and that frcr 

TiMcat the Leeward Iflands having bfeen intended to come awaj i; 

Indf^uon ^ ^^ ^^ month, under convoy of three (h^ of the fc- 

najmwn ^^^ ^ frigate ; and upon falling in v^th the iiud co^ vo)s> r 

deliver to the commanding officer of each, -t& packet you will heicv^r-^ 

-~^ve, bea;*ing his addrefs, and to furnilh them wit^ all fuch inteUigec J 

w may have gained, proper and neceffary for theif knov^edge. 
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It is their' Lord'Qiips further. direfllon, that you continue to cruiase as 
ab(>ve direded, until you fall in with the faid convoys, receive certain in- 
formation that they have pafled to the cailward, or . the exhaufted ftate of 
your provifions ftiall make it neceflary for you to return into port, when 
you are to make the beft of your way to Plymouth for further order. 

If in your cruize you fhould fall in with any of the enemy's fquadron, 
which you may have reafon to believe are cruizing to intercept the above- 
mentioned convoys, it is their Lordfhips direflion, that you take care to 
keep to the weftward of fuch cruizing fquadron, even though it fhould 
carry /ou, beyond the limits of the ftation hereby affigned to you ; and in 
cafe you fall in with both thofe convoys, that you accompany them, if to- 
gether, or the laft you meet with, into port, putting yourfeif under the 
command of the commanding officer, and following his orders for your 
further proceedings. * 

I am. Sir, your moll humble fervarit, 

Philip Stephens. 

Copy of Mr. Stephens's letter to the commanding officer of the convoy 
expelled Ax)m the Leeward Iflands, dated 21ft March, 178 1. 

Sir, 
The weflern fquadron of his Majefty's Ihips, under the command t)f Vice- 
Admiral Darby, having failed on the 13th inftant, with a large convoy of 
viduallers and ftore-lhips for the fuccour of Gibraltar, which fervice may 
probably detain that fquadron a confiderable time, be the means of pre- 
venting its cruizing on the ufual flation, for protedling the trade of his 
Majefty's fubjeds, and induce the enemy to fend out, from Breft, a cruizing 
fquadron of fuperior force to any which can be fent from home, during the 
abfence of the weflern fquadron above-mentioned. My Lords Commif- 
iioners of the Admiralty have judged it neceflary to fend out a frigate to 
give you the earlieft information of thefe circumftances ; and have com- 
manded me to iignify their direction to you, that inftead of coming to the 
eaflward into the Britilh Channel, you alter your courfe and proceed, with 
the trade under your convoy, round the north of Ireland and Scotlraid, as 
far as may be neceffary for the proteftion of thofe bound up the River 
Thames; and then,, finding a frigate with them to the Nore, go on with 
the other (hips xxnier your command to the Downs, and ren^ain there until 
you receive further order ; taking care, however, to detach a frigate, at 
iach time as you ihall judge proper, through the northern entrance of the 
Irifh Channel, to fee the trade bound into that and the Britiih Channel in 
fafjty to the ports of their deftinatlon ; and directing her commander, when 
he (hall have fo done, to make the beft of his way to Spithead^ and to re- 
main there until he receive further order. 

I am. Sir, your mofl humble fervant, 

• Philip Stephens. 

Original by the Proferpine, 
• Duplicate. Juno. 

ConianaBdii^g. officer q£ the convoy expelled from the Leeward Iflands. 
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Extraft of a letter from Admiral Sir George Brydges Rodney, Bart, to Mr. 
Stephens, dated on board his Majefty's ihip Sandwich, St. £Hfbtitts, 
I zth February, 1781, 

The convoy which I propofe to fend in aihort time, will be extremely va- 
luable, more fo, I believe, than ever failed to Great- Britain, confideringit? 
number of fhips, ^ I fhall give a pofitive order to the commanding officer of 
the convoy, to gain the latitude of the Lizard at leaft 200 leagues weft from 
it, that if their Lordlliips think it necefiary to fend an addiaonal (quadion 
for its protedlion^ they may be acquainted with the trad they are to take. 

» 

Extraft of a letter from Admiral Sir George Brydges Rodney, Bart, to Mr. 
Stephens, dated on board his Majeily*s (hip. the Sandwich'^ St. Euftatios, 
0th March, 1781. 

Commodore Hotham has taken charge of the convoy, and will fail from 
this road on the loth inftant, at fartheft. He has my orders to be extremely 
attentive to their prefervation, and to fee them into the Downs. 

£xtra£l of a letter from Mr. Stephens to Vice Admiral Darby^ dated loth 

May, 1781.- 

As there is reafon to apprehend that Monf. La Motte Piquet may have 
failed with orders to cruize for, and to endeavour to intercept our valuable 
homeward bound fleets coming from the Ifland of St. Euftatius flately far- 
rcndefcd to his Majefty's arms), and from the Ifland of Jamaica, both of 
which may be hourly expe^ed. I have it in command from their Lordftiips 
to recommend it to you to order eight fail of your line of battle (hips, witk 
Aich frigates as you may think fit, to cruize on fuch ftation, as you fliaH 
judge moft proper, for the protedlion of the faid homeward-bound Wei 
India fleets, and for falling in with, and attacking Monf. La Motte Piquet's 
fqttadrbn, direAing.the fenioroflicer of the (hips you detach upon that fcr- 
vicci to cruize for the fpace of fourteen days, unlefs they fooner fall in witk 
the homcward-botftid trade, or the enemy's fquadron above-mentioned. 

SubfkiRce of the Intelligenee received from the Weft Indies, rebtive to the 

detention of the Jamaica fleet in I78i« 

Extf aft of a lehef fl-om Vice Admiral Sir Peter Parker, Commander in Chief 
of his Majefty's fliips and veflels at Jamaica, to Mr. Stephens, dated i6th 
March, 1781. 

The convoy for Europe were to have failed the i6th of laft month, bat 
having, agreeable to their Lordfliips order of the 20th Oftober laft, direded 
a court martial to be afl'embled to enquire into the caufe and circumftances 
of the captnr6 of the ihips under convoy of the Ramillies on the 9th of 
AuguH lai!, in lat. 36 deg. 54 min. north, and Ion. 15 deg. 00 min. wci 
of London, and into the condu£^ of Capt« Moutray; on that occa£on } 
the court martial met the 13th paft, and contrary to expe6tationf coati- 
nued fitting till the 26th. 

All the homeward-bound trad^ being aflfembled a« thf* poi^t, tie Mi (i- 
vifion failed this morning, and the remainder of the flups are to proceed 
and join the convoy to^morrow^ 
^ _ EJttraa 
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Extraft of a letter from Vice Admiral Sir Peter Parker, commander in 
chk£ of Iiis MajeAy's fliips and vefl^ls at Jamaica, to Mr. Stephens^ 
dated 2d July, 1781. 

The Albion, Princefs Royal, Ruby, and Janus, are to fail to-morrovr 
with the homeward-bound trade ; the Ramillies and Licorne are to accom- 
pany them, and a frigilte wiir look into the cape, to afcertain the force 

there. ' . ' • 

Extrad of a letter from Vice- Admiral Sir Peter Parker, commanded in 
chief at Janiaica, toThilip Stephens, Efq; dated on board the Ramillies, 
Port Royal Harbour, the 27th July, 1781, 

The Comet packet having been detained by the Governor on Account of 
)ublic bufmefs, I have the opportunity of informing their Lordlhips, of the 
afe return of Captain Bowyer, with his Majefty's (hips and the homeward* 
lound convoy to this port, the 2 til and a 2d inilant, tn coafeqttenee of 
ntelligence he received from our cruifers of the arrival of the French fleet 
t the Cape on the i6th and 17th inftant, « 

We had reafon to imagine, chat otir convoy had got through the wind« 
^ard pailage, .and Captain Bowyer informs iQe, that they were fortqnate 
5 far as Cape Donna Maria, but afterwards the current changed^ yjrhtck 
starded them till the arrival of the French fleet, 

xtTSL& of a letter from Captain Bowyer^ commander of his Majefiy^s /hip 
the Albion, to Philip Stephens, Elq; dated in the Downs, 15th Novem« 
ber, 1781. 

You will pleafe to acquaint my Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty^ 
' the arrival of his Majefty*s fhip under my command, with part of the 
imaica convoy. The iirft divifion falling from Port Royal the 19th of 
ugufl, and the remainder the two following days. 



/. 



7pies or Extrafls of Rear- Admiral Kempenfelt's; correfpondence, as re- 
lates to the objects of his command from the time of his appointment, 
and of the inftru6tions with which he failed in December, 1781, and, the 
intelligence given to him by the Admiralty, relative to the force of th* 
enemy, by the CommilFioners for executing th^ office of Lord High Ad- 
miral of 6reat«-Britain and Ireland, &c. 

Having ordered the Captains of his Majefty's ihips named in the inclpfed 
, to -pat themielves under your command, and follow your orders fyr 
dr further proceedings ; you are hereby required and dite^ed to take 
rm, and the faid ihips, under your command accordingly. 

Given under our hands the 14th of November, 1781, 

Sandwich. t 
Bapiber GafcoyneV 
o Richard Kempenfelt, Efq; Rear-Admiral C* F. Greville. 

of the Blue, See. in towi}. 

)y command of their Lordfhips, 

Philip Stephens, 

Vy 2 



H^ 
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Admiral-0%e, nth November, i 781. 

A lift of his Majelly's (hips put under the command of Rear- Admiral 

Kempenfelt. 

Ships Names. Commanders. At what Place. 



Rate, 
ift 
2d 



3d» 



. 4th 
•5th 



•6tl^ 



N° of 
Cans. 



100 Britannia, 

100 Viftory, 

90 Duke, 
90 ' Queen, 

90 Union, 

90 Namur, 

90 Ocean, 

74 Edgar, 

74 Valiant, 

74 . Couragea^x, 

74 Alexander, 

74 Hercules, 

64 Agamemnon, 

60 Medway, 

50 Renown, 

38 Arethufa, 

36 Monfieur, 

36 La Prudente, 

32 Recovery, 

28 Tartari 

24 Crocodile> 



Captain James Bradley, 
Henry Cromwell, 
Sir Cliarles Douglafs, 
Hon. Fred. MaitJand, 
John Dalrymple, 
Herbert Sawyer, 
George Ourry, 
Thomas Bofton, 
S. C. Goodall,, 
Rt. Hon. Ld, Mulgrave, 
Lord Longford, 
John Brifbane, 
Benjamin Caldwell, 
Harry Harmood, 
John Henry, 
Sir Richard Pearfon, 
Hon. Seymour Finch, 
Hon. W. WaldegraVe, 

Rt. Hon. Lord Hervey, \ 

Robert Sutton^ 

James Kin|;i 



Spithead. 



i Plymouth. 



^Spithead. 



] 



{ 



Plymouth. 

Spithead. 

On her arnTsl 
- at Spithead. 
Plymouth. 
On her arrival 
at Spithead. 



JBy the Commiffioners for executing the ofEce of Lord High Admiral of 

• Great-Britain and Ireland, &c. 

In addition tp our order to you of yefterday's date, for taking his M.> 
jefty's ftips therein mentioned under your command, you are i^reby re- 
quired an4 direded to repair, without lofs of time, to Portfnioath, and 
caufe the utmoft difpatch to' be ufed fo far as the fame may de|>end upca 
you, in getting the provifions and (lores of fuch of them as are at that 
port, completed agreeable to the orders which have been given for that 
purpofe, and in preparing them in every other refpefl for the iea ; ani 
naving h done, hold yourfelf in readinefs for failing at the Ihorteft noticf. 
fending order ..to the commanders of thofe which are at Plymouth, to tfc' 
fame effe^l, and direfting them to hold themfelves in roadinefs to join yc- 
on your appearance off that port. 

Given under ©ur hands the 15 th November, 1781. 

Sandwich. 



To Richard Kempenfelt, Efq; Rear Admiral 
of the Blue, &c. in town. 
By command of their Lordfhips, 

Philip Stevens* * 



B amber Gafcoyne. 
• C. F. GreviUc. 



Bv 
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y the Cottmiffioners for exsecnting the oiEce 4)f Lordl HigHAdmir^ of 

Grea:c.>Bntain and Ireb&d, £;c« 

HaviBg erdcsed Capt, Saumarez, ceitimandel' of his Majefly'^ ^efltip Ti- 
phope, to p^t himielf under your coqimand> and to /ollow your orders for 
is further proceedings. You ar« hereby required ^afvd direded to take hiin 
nd the faia fhip under your command accordingly. 
Given under our hands the 20th November^ 1 7 8 .1 • 

Sandwich. 
Bamber Gaicoyne: 
To Richard Kempenfeltz-Efq^ Rear AdmirU • . C; F* QreviUe« 
of the Blue, &c. at Spithead. 
By command of their Lordihips^ 

Philip Stephens, 

3y tlie Commiffioner^ for executing the office of Lord High Admijral of 

Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 

Whereas we have received intelligence that a conildexable armament is 
preparing with the utmofl expedition at Breil, and faid to be on the point of 
bailing, confiding of eighteen fail of the line (including four armes en flute} 
ivith a large number of transports, in which ten or twelve thoufand land for- 
ces are. to be embarked, whole d^ftination is uncertain,' but generally itippo- 
fed to be part to the Weftj and part to tfce Eaft Indies, and that a great 
number of vidualiers; florefkips, and trade, will proceed under their convoy ; 
and whereas it is of the utmoil importance to intercept the faid fleet if it 
Qiould .put to fea, you are therefore as foon as the fliips under yovr com- 
mand, or fuch a number of them as you fliall judge neceflary, ftall be 
ready, hereby required and>dirc£ted to proceed and cruize on fuch flation» 
as you fhall judge moft likely for intercepting the faid fleet, and to ufe your 
utmoft endeavours to take or deftroy it. 

You are to fend to our Secretary, before you ikil, a copy of your rendex* 
vous and private fignals, and to fend to him alfo, frequent accounts of your 
proceedings ; addrefling your 'difpatcKes to Capt. Baines, the Regulating 
Captain' at Falmouth, who will have dire£Uons to fend them to thi^ office by 
exprefs: But if they fliall contain matter of fuch impprtance as to make 
greater .expedition neceflary, you are in that cafe to fend them direftly to 
this office^ by a proper officer, inftru6ting lum to knd> at the nearefl port 
he can conveniently reach, and to make the befl: of his way te tpwn. 

You are to continue on the above-mentioned fervice for the fpace of one] 
month, from the time of your pafling the Lizard, unlefs from any intelli*] 
gence you may receive refpefting the motions of t4e enemy, you fliall judge] 
it for the good of his Majefly's fervice to cruize for a longer time, in which 
cafe you are to do fo, returning afterwards with the fquadron under your 
command, to Spithead, where you are to remain until you receive furUiei: 
order : fending tp our Secretary an account of your arrival and proceedings^ 
Given under our Hsmds the 2 2d November^ 17$ i. * 

Sandwich* 
Basnber Gaicoyne.^ 
C. F, GrcviHe. 
To Rkh^rd Kempenfelt, Efq. Rear- Admiral 
of the Blue, &c. at Spithead* 
Bjr command of their Lofdfliips, 

Philip Stephens. 

By exprefi next day at^ P. M. 
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Copf of a'lettef from Rear Admin] Kdmpenfck, to Mr« St^p]ieos« recemd 

. the 25th Novembery 178 1. 

Pleafe to acquaint their Lordfltips that I have received their orders by ex. 
prefs, icntofFthe 23d November, 1781, at nine o'clock P. M. and Ihall 
<arry the facie into execution as in my power. 

Extraft of a letter fhrni Mr. Stephens to Rear Admiral Kempenfeltj d^ted 

the 26th of November, 1781. 

I am commanded by their Lordfhips to fignify their direction that yon 
put to fea from Spithead, with the fliips under your command, the moment 
the wind will admit of it, their Lordfhips finding by a letter from Sir Tho- 
mas Pye, received this pod, that they will be all completely viftuaJled by this 
evening. 

And if is their Lordfhips further diredlion, that you proceed in execution 
of your order, without waiting for the (hips at Plymouth, calling however 
off that port, where, you will probably find that the Ocean, Hercules, Are- 
thttfa and Tartar will be in rcadinefs to come out and join you, but whidi 
you are not to wait for if they are not able to join immediately upon your 
appearance. 

From Mr. Stephens to Rear-Admiral Kempenlelt. 
Sir. - ^ , 

My Lords CommifHoners of the Admiralty having received iatclfigence 
refpe^ing a convoy on the point of departure from Amilerdam to SorinaiQ, 
Ace. I am commanded by tlieir Lordfliips, to fend you inclofed a copy thereof 
ibr your information* 

, J am. Sir, 

.Your moil obedient 
humble fervant. 
Rear- Admiral Kempenfelt, , Philip Stevens, 

Spithead. ' 

F. 

8th Nov. 1781. ' The convoy from Amfterdam to Surinam, &c. is to 
dcpjfrt immediately. It will be compofed of two fhips of the line, and three 
or four frigates or other fmaller fhips of war; ?|id what will render it more 
refpe^Vable, fifteen or fixteen of the merchant fhips are armed and equipped 
in confequence^ {o that this fieet will fear nothing under a fquadron, and to 
be as much as poflible out of danger, it will take its rout by the North. 

Extraft of a letter from Rear- Admiral Kempenftlt, to Mr. Stephens, dated 
on board the Viftory, at Spithead, 27th November, 1781 . 

I have juft received your letter of the 26th inflant, iignifying their Lord- 
I fiiips orders, that I put to fea /rom Spithead with the fhips under my com- 
imand the moment the wind will admit, and tp proceed in ej^ecution of the 
[orders I have received, without waiting for the fhips at Plymouth, ihould 
they not be ready 'to join me when I appear off that port. Ihe fhips here 
londer my command have now all their provifions in ; but the Queen and 
iCourageaux have fome effenti^I carpenters woi'k rema,ining which cannot i)e 
knifhed before to-morrow evening; th^ Courageaux is the^fecurityofher chain 
kvales ; fome fails are not yet finifhed, but hope \yill be .off to n|ght> I am 
nnxious to execute their Lordfhips orders, an4 f^all be detained by nothing 
k^y|tet isabfdlutely efTentlal for a fhfp going to fea« 
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►py of A fetter from Rear- Admiral KempenFelt, to Mr. Stephena> date4 Oi| 
» boahi the Vidtory at Spithead, the ift December^ 17817 

Vou will pleafe to inform their Lordihips, that I unmoored yeftcrday, but 
s forced to remove by, the wind's coming to the South ; the wind is now tq 
J Eaftward of l^e S. E. we are. unmoore'di^ but have little jprofpcft Qt^lefi 
J wind ihould change, of getting out, as the time of the tide is fo unfa- 
arable^ the ebb running alm6il tne whole of thefe fhort days*. 



/^ 



py of a letter from Rear- Admiral Kempenfelt, to Mr. Stephens, dated oil 
board the Vi£tory, under fail, without St. Helens, 2d Dec. 1781.' 

The fhips of the fquadron under my command, that were at Spithead, are 
V all under fail, and without St. Helens; the wind at Eaft, 

trad of a letter from Mr. Stephens, to Rear- Admiral Kempenfelt, dated 

' 2d [December, 1 7 8 1 • 

\ letter this day received, containing fome intelligence refpefting the fqua- 
n at Breft ; I am commanded by their Lordihips, to fend you herewith the 
[ofed extract of the faid letter for your information, and at the fame time, 
icquaintyou, that their lordfhips will fend after you fuch of the fhips of 
ir (quadron as are hot able to fail with you, and alfo the Warrior (now 
ing out at Portfmouth) with all the difpatch that is poflible. 

Sent in duplicate* 

G. 

According to intellige|ice jufl received, and which comes from a good 
irter, Monf. de Vaudreuil is to take with him a pretty large fum of money, 
leCs than ten millions of French livres *, as it is not uf^al for the French to 
s fpecie to their Wefl-lndia iflands, this circumftance gives a degree of 
libility to the information we have repeatedly received, viz. that this 
adron is intended for North America, and is to go thither dire^y. My 
'lligence fays, that Monf. de Vaudreuil will not faiLbefore the middle of 
month ; it does not mention the Urength of the French fquadron. 

ra£l of a letter from Mr. Stephens, to Rear-Admiral Kempenfelt^^dated 

Admiralty-Oince, 7th December, 1781, 

ly Lords Cpmmifiioners of the Admiralty having this day received ii- 
gence refpedling the number, fuppofed time of failing, route anddefli- 
on of the enemy's, (hips preparing at Breft ; I am commanded by their 
dHiips to fend you herewith a copy thereof for your Information. 

H. 

Intelligence. 

'he fleet preparing at Breft was not failed, and it was given out that the 
s would not be ready till near Chriftmas, but that was fuppofed to be 
5 to deceive the Engfilh. The fhips from Breft were to be joined by two 
I Rochfort with fome tranfports and merchants, making in the whole 
hundred fail, of which, feveu teen were to be fhips of the line. 
he whole to proceed as far to the ^outh as Cape St. Vincenti to join 
v« fail of Spaniih men of war. Three of the French ihips to go on with 
e troops to^ th^ £aft-Indies; feven to go with the Spaniih ihijSx 
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the reft of the troops and trading (hips to the Weft-Indies ; and the o^Hr: ^ren 
fMVtttriitoBreft. 

It may therefore be expelled, that when the fleet fails from Breft it will 
keep to the Southward, but if your Heet does fo they will not venture to pot 
6uY. 

By dMB Commifiontrs fbv executing the office of Lord iUgli .Admiral of 

Grear-Britain and Ireland, &c. 

Captain Edwards, commander of his Majelly's"' Ihip Portland (by whoa 
yovL will receive this) being dire6led to put himfelf under your ccnnmand, 
snd to fbHow your orders for his further proceedings ; you are hereby re- 
quired and diretled, to take him, and the {^id fhip, under your command 
accordingly, and employ them, as you Ihall judge beft for his Majefty's fo- 
vlce^, cntruftcd to your care. 

Given under our hands the 7th December, 1781, 

Sandwich. 
Lxfburne. 
To Richard Kempenfelt, Efq; Rear Admiral ^ Mulgrarc. 

of the Blue, &c. at Tea. 
By command of their Lordfhips, 

Philip Stephens. 

By the Commiffioners for executing the effice 6f Lord High Admirii cf 

Great-Britain and Ireland, Sec. 

Having ordered Captain Onflow, commander of his Majefty's Ihip Bel- 
lona (by whom you will receive this), to put himfelf under your command, 
and to follow your orders for his further proceedings. You are hereby re- 
.quired and dlreded, to take him, and the iaid fhip, under your commasd 
accordingly, and employ them as you ihall judge beft for his Majefty's fcf- 
.vice entrufted to your care. 

Given under our hands the 7 th December, 1781, 

Sandwich, 
Liiburne, 
Malgrave. 
To Richard Kempenfelt, Efq; Rear Admiral . ^ 
of the Blue, &c. at Sea. 
fiy command of their Lordfhips, Philip Stephens. 

By the Coniraifiioilers for executing the office Of Lord Higi Admiral c: 

Great- Britain and Ireland, &c. 

- C^ain Sir James Wallace, commander of his Majefty's Ihip the Wa: 
rior, (by whom yot will receive this) beihg directed -to pat himfelf undr 
your command, and to follow your .orders for his further proceedings ; yo. 
are hereby required and diredled, .to take him and the faid ihip under yo-* 
command accordingly ;. and employ them as you fhall judge beft for ^ 
Majefty's fervice entrufted to your care. 

Given under our hands the 14th December, 1781., 



T6 Richard Kempenfelt^ Efq; Rcaf Admiral 
of the Blue; at fea. 



•Sandwich*. 
.Mulgrafve, 



^ or mc uiue, at rea. ^ > 

H^ * • By totomand of their Lordihfp^, Philip SMteis. 
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Admiralty-OiEce, i5tii DfcenAer, i7gK 
From Mr. Stephens to Rear Admiiial ICempeafflu 

Sir, 
I am commanded by my Lords CommU&pners of tke Admiralty to acquaint 
you, that they h^v.e not yet received any account of the French fleet being 
failpd ^m.Bre&^ on the contrary, a report prevails that an exprefs has 
been ftnt torn raris tq ftpp them till further order, on account of your 
being at fea. It is, therefore, their Lordfhips direftion that, notwithftand- 
ipg the time mentionfd in your rendezvous, you take care, before you 
leave your Hation to return into port,^ to be well aflured that they are i^o 
longer at Breft, and that you lengthen your cruize according to the intel- 
Mgcneeyou may receive on that fuhjeQ. 

^ My Lords are in hopes you will feon be rdnforced by the BeHona, W«^r- 
nor, a^dHiercDlesi and that the Portland, which faiued the'i^thinft^At 
fmaoL 8pith0ad, hifi alr«idy jomti you. 

I am. Sir, 

Your Dio^ obedient 
Humble fervant, 

Philip StephMs. 
&ear Admiral Kempenfelt, at fe^* 

By tk» CMinlffionei^ few executing the office of Lord High Admiral of 

Gjpeat-Brit^n and Ireland, tec. 

Whereas it appears, by the lift which accompanied your ^^^^ 
letter to our fecretary of the 14th inftant, that, pf the French j^ ^^^S^^^ 
fiiips of war of the line, which you fell in with on the 1 2th l^ j^^^i Loum 
inmmt, thofe named in the margin are intended to return to Le Terrible 
Cadizy after feeing the convoy, thpn i;i their company, as La Coufoaoe 
fer as Madeira. And whereas it appears to us neceflary, that I'fJ^S'^ 
^n.atteiApt ihould be made to intercept the faid fquadron on - " *"* 
dieir way to Cadiz; you are hereby required and directed to proceed with 
^e ihips of your fqnadron, named in the margin, to fuch Viaory' 
j^ation as you fhall judge moft proper, from the inteDigence Britannia 
you have already- received, or fuch as you may hereafter Ocean 
receive, for the pnrpofe of intercepting the enemy's fquadron. uji^ 

In cafe of not falling in with tjhe enemy, you are to con- ^^gar 
tinue on the faid flation till you have reafpn to believe, ^Courajcuz 
either from intelligence, or the length of tinve, and circum- Valiant 
fiances of wind and weather, that they have paft you, and ^5**^**^ 
arrived at their deflination, uplefs the.ftate of the provifions Renpwn 
and water of yopr fquadron ^a^l make it expedient for you Portland 
to return (boner into port ; in whioh cafe you are to return, Arethufa 
>vidi the whole of your fquadron, to Spithead, Afonfieur 

You are, when you proceed upon the above-mentioned Q^^'t 
fervice, to fend to Spithead the Duke^ ^s aMb the Agamexn- Lrprudcnte (if 
lion, if ihe flioi^dhave re-joined ypu. ikt {honldrt-pia 

In cafe the Bellona ihould join yon, you are to dlred her you.) 

Paptain to proceed without a moment's lofs of time, to the Leeward Iflands; 

ana, putting himfelf under the command of Adniiral Sir George Brydges Rod- 

|iey>,Bart. or the commanding officer for thetlme being, of his Majefty's fiups 

VCL.V. Z» and 
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and veBtU upon that ftadoj^, to follow his orders for his fardier proceedings. 
Osvea ttnaer our hands and ieals the 18th Deotmber^ 1 78 1 . 

Sandwich, 
To Richard Keinpenfelt» Eiq; H. Pen ton. 

Rear- Admiral of the Bine, &c» at fea. Mulgrave. 

By command of their Lordlhips, 

Philip Stephens. 

By the Arethufa; from whole Cap- 
tain he received them, on the 201)1, 
upon his return to Spithead. 

By. the Commiffioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of 

Great^Britain and Ireland, &c. 

If it Ihall appear e/fential to you, to keep his Majefty's (hip the Dtke 
with yon, in order to maintain a decided foperiority over the iquadron of 
the enemy, which you are employed to intercept, you are at liberty (wa- 
withftanding the orders you will receive herewith to fend her to Englas^) 
to retain her with you until you return into port* 
Given under our hands the 1 8th December, 1781* 

' Sandwich, 

To Richard Kempenfelt, Efq; H. Penton, 

Rear-^Admiral of the Blue, &c. at fea* Mulgrave. 

By command of their Lordftiips, 

. Philip Stephens. 

By the Arethufa ; from whofe Cap- 
tain-he received them, on the aod, 
upon his return to Spithead. 

» _ ■ • 

Cqpy of a letter from Rear- Admiral Kempenfelt to Mr. Stephens, dated on 
* board the Vi£tory, at fea, 14th December, 178 1 - 
Sir, 
You, will pleafe to acquaint the Lords Commillioiiers of the Admiralty, 
that the 12th inflant, foon after day-light, .TJiiiant then bearing N« 61. t. 
diAance fifty-three leagues ; the frigate looking out to windward, made 
fignal for feeing a fleet in the S, E. the wind then in that quarter; upon 
which I made ilgnal for the two<*decked ibips aiid frigates to chale, and 
crouded fail in tlxe Vidlory, and at nine o'clock wc could perceive they were 
fleering large to the windward, and at half paft ten oblerved feveral ihips 
of the line a coniiderable way a-head, ;iiid upon our lee-bow, forming in 
order of battle ; upon which I made the fignal, for the line, bqt having a proioed 
of paffing between the enemy's fliips cf war and a great part of their convoy, 
I continued a prefled fail, with a view of cutting them off, and fucceeded 
in part, feveral ilruck to us, the exadl num2;^r I cannot acquaint you with, 
(and am apprehenfive, that fome which ilru^ were not taken pofleffion of, 
the evejiing coming on and it blowing frelh, with thick weather.} By 
crouding fail to efFed this, feveral of our fhips were far a-£lern, fq that to 
form a lincproper for a^ion, would have been impofiible to effe^ before 
dafk; I therefore tacked to join the fterAmoil. Ihips, at the fame timf, 
making the fignal for the order of failing, to get the fquadron conoefted; 
after which, f put upon the fame tack with the enemy* At day-Ii^t tlic 
next day, we faw them to leeward, upon which I formed the line, but p«- 
ceivftig their force fo much fuperior to my, fquadron, I. (Ud not tbinll: 
advifeable to hazard an adlion, * ' 
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icloled you have a lift of their force, m which i& the officers {p^imtfs^ 
I have fpokewith agree in, and which corrcfponds, as to number 
force of the ihips, with the.Vi^lorv's and recoiu^oitring ihips obferva- 
s. I thoaght iX adyifei^ble to fead information ^of this convoy to the 
H.Jadia iilands, .and haye in confe^uence difpatched the Tifiphone fire^ 
, as (he fails faft, for ^at purpofe. 

have ordered the Agamemnon and la^radente to follow the ^nyoy, 
I a view of falling in with any trani^orts or trading vefTels that may have 
rated from theipi they are to. continue japon this fervice twelve days, 
then retorn into port. 

ls foon as I xan coilp&. the prizes together, I fiiaU fend them in, under 
protection of fome fhip jof the iqua£on,. 

^hen we got amongift the convoy, the Triumphant, of 84 guns, who 
kept with them, in bearing down to join their fquadron, paffed clofe 
>fs the Edgar's fore-foot (the leading fhip of our line) and gave he/ a 
rjtj-ajcing fire, which fortunately did no-t do much execution 5 the Ed- 
£ condufl on this occaiioa was mafterly, ihe avoided being di/edly 
;d, by judicioufly bearing up as the enemy pailed h^r, and immedia^ly 
r luffed to the wind, and brought her broadfides at right angles with th« 
my*s flern, throwing in a welT-diredked fire, jorhich we could perceive^ 
very effedlual ; the next morning we obferved the Triumphant in the 
nch line, with b^s ^aintop-maH and main-yard gone^ J an^, &c. 

Richard Kempenfelt. 

'. S. The Arethv^a sCnd Tartar joined the (quadron 4on thej6th inflant. 
Ocean joined us on the^oth; I fhall continue the fame rendezvous as 
slivered in to their Lordihips, and fhall confine myfelf, as near as I can« 
he latitude of Belleifle, on a N. E. by E. bearing of Uihant. 



jLift of the line of bank fhips with the French convoy. 

Monf. LeComptede Gnichen, {lOt) 



Bretagne 

Invincible 

Majedeux 

Royal Louis 

Terrible 

Couronne 

Triumphante 

Pegs^e 

Magnififlne 

Aaff 

Dauphin Royal 

Bien Aime ' 

Zodiaqoe 

Brave 

Robaile 

Feadaat 



y 



no 
no 
no 

no 

84. Monf. de la Motte Piquet, (3d) 
S4I Le Marquis 4c VaUi^rcal 



MonC Le Compte de Rochouart, (ad) 
Monfl de Beaufiet, (^th) 



S.s 






Separate of Madeira* with the i^onvoy fqr the 

Weflrlndies. 



64 I Bound to .the Eafl-In^ies, with dmne thotifand 



I 



troops. 



Argonault 

Hardi f aiineeen 

Alexandre \ flute* 

l^jUjx 64. 1 ®^ ^^ Cadiz with de Guichen* 

JLichard Kettpenlelc* 



Z« 9 
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Ai i^ooni •f fliips and fricate^enuilMred for t)ur-ieieacfrQf tiicifiudof 

Jerley, in tSc montu ot Janoaiy^ ^71^* 



It Ate. 

5d . 




- ^ 


Nbrfttch. 


4th 


« 


- 


• Medwajr,- 




« 


• 


LeaAtler: ' 


5th 


• 


& . 


^ M^fiiettr, 


^ 

tf 


• 


fc ' 


ddlte. 




a 


• 


Einefakir 


6th 


» . 


• 


AlaidK6ike. 


Armfcd Ship, 


« 


«• 


Iloy^ Ch4flotfte« 


Sloop, 


« 


« 


Kite. 



A lift of frigates and dtuizM Employed before the Poit df Brcft, towafti 
the motions of tht entimr's ftiips there, frtnn the ift J^annary, 17791 w 
the III Januar/, 1782, ipccifying tbt huihber offl^fe acad frigatb, d 
dates when fo etoployed. 



bares of their ordtn. * 


i^amei 6faSf9 mi fTJfpm, 


March 23d, * 


» Liveiyi tltep« 




Cruizer, cutter. 


May Jth. 


Liy%^ flkK^, 


30th. 


Ditto. . 


XXecember tid« « 


% , Acethnft. 



N» B. Exclq/ive of the cruisers feat from England, it has been onde;- 
ftood to be Mit of the datf of the Commander in Chief of the Weftem 
fqqadron, from time to time, to look into the Port of Breft, ortoW 
(hips and vefTels upoQ that ferviccj whoa ihtejlignn^h^ pf theirmotions*^ 
wanted,' 




A) 



S E B ^.T. £ 
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n account of ibe aumber^of (kips of war lately failed under the command 
of Sir Gcqtge Rodney^ for the Weft Indies, fpecifying the dme when 
they wore refpe6^ively ordered- to be fitted. for that fitrvke, ^tiioaa flbey 
were fcverally reported ttf be ready for fea, tc«ther with the names of 
the fhips^ and the commanders of them at thoie different periods. 



■**^ 



rfWi*BB«* 



hip6 Names. 



'ormidfeble^ 



^ainur« 

Arrogant, . 
^onqucsror^ 
Fame, 
MarlborongHf 

HercaleSy 

Anfon, 
Nonfuch, 
Prpthee, 
Yarmouth, 

Repulfe, 

Flora, 
Alert iloop. 



<^mmanders. 



John Cleland, to 
24 Nov. 1781. 
John Seymour 
from that Time. 
TH. Sawyer, to 
1 20 Dec. 1781. 
I Robert Fanlhaw 
L from that Time. 
Samuei Comiih^ 
George Balfour, 
Robert Barber, 
Taylor Penney, 
r John Brifbane, to 
1 24 Dec. 1781. 
i Henry Sava^ 
L from that Time. 
WilUam Blair, 
Wra.Trufcott, 
Chas. Buckner, 
Anth. Parry, 
G. Campbell, to 
5 Dec. 1781. 
T. Dumarefque, 
from that Time, 
Sam. Marihall, 
James Vafhon, 



Ordered to be fitted 
for foreign Service^ 



NoTcmber 



Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 



7 
5 

9 



7 
7 
S 

7 



'A 



When reported 
to be readjr 

■ I I I ■ ■■ 

1781 
December zl 



Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
November 
December 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 



It 

la 
sz 
zt 

21 
21 
II 

H 

id 

*^ 



A lift of the names of the Admirals, Captains* and 0£ther commanders] 
borne for full pay^ in his Majefty^^ fleet, row abfent firom their duty] 
with the reafons in ^eir appiicattoos. 1 



Names, 
Vice- Admiral Lord Shuldham^ 
Vice- Admiral Darby« 
Vice-Admiral Parker, 
Rear* Admiral Sir John Rof^, 
Rear-Admiral I^empenfelt, 
Commodore Stewart, 
Captaixv Dalrymple, 
Right ^onourabk Lofd Lon|ford^ 
Honourable. William Wald^ave, 

'^figkt Honourable LQr4 Henre/> 
^^ Nafinith, ^ 



Reafons. 
Qn private j^airs. 
On acconnt of health* 
On private affairs. 
On .account of health. 
On private affairs. 
On private affairs. 
On account of health. 
On private aftairs^ 
Qn account of health* 
On private affairs. 

Onpdvate a£ufi» 



I 



f 
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To the Honooratble the Knights, C uUens, and Burgefles, in 

Parliament afiembled. 

The FIFTH REPORT of iher eomrnifficmers ap- 
pointed to exsunine, take, and (late, the RUBLIC AC- 
CO U N T S of the Kingdom. 

UPON the certificatr of accounts depending in the ofice of Ae Audi* 
tors of the Ijnprefl, next to the Paymaflers Gener<d of the Forces out 
of office, flands the name of the Right Honourable Richard Rigby, the 
preient Pzyma^er General of the Forces. Iti. ret^n^ to oar precept, he 
Aated to be in his hands, open the'zSth of Novetnber lail, a balance of fom 
hundred forty- (even thoiifand one hundred fifty thi-ee pounds eleven ihillings 
and three pence three farthings. . 

The aft dire^. That in taking an account of the public money in the 
bands of. an accovntant, *' we (hall confider what fvtm may be taken oat of 
•• his hands, to be diljpofed of by Parliament for thitf public ferrice:** Bu; 
in an office of ^ large a receipt^ and expenditure as that of the p!ay Office, 
through which many millimis pafi in the year, it was not to be imagined, 
that a Cam in the hands of the PajBiafter General upon any given day, could 
poiffbly remain long enongh in his pofieflion to become a fubjeft capable of 
iccii difcui£an ; he mufl have ifloed the whole of it, long before we could, 
in the courfe of oar proceedings, have an opportunity of examining it; aijd 
therefore we confidered this balance, not with a view to the taking any part 
of that individnal fnm out of his hands, but to compare the quantum of that 
balince with the demands upon it On the day' of its date, and to fee whether 
it was not more than was neceflary to anfwer the then exifling or approach* 
i»g claims ttpon the Paymadcr General of the forces, for the fervices of the 
lamiy. * ' ' 

I 1 hat we might be able to ibrm an opinion upon this Aibjedl, we proceed- 
pd tocnqnire of whjtt parts this balance was compounded, at what tiipe e;ich 
was received, and for what (ervice intended. An enqni^ that compre- 

cnds the whole extent of the bafinefs in this oiHce. 
The poEilic money in the hands of the' Paymafter General, is received by 

im, cimer Srvxst the E^eeheqaej:, or from the Treafory of Ireland, when Iri(h 
^egiments ate drawn out of that kingdom, and in part paid by Great Bri- 
pan ; or firom perfons who, upon their accounts beixis^ iettled, are direded 
|Vj the King's warrant to pay the balance into his handV. 
I The prtfent Paymafter General has no money in his h^nds received froiq 
%e Treafory oFIretan^ ; all the aocoimts of the Irifh legiments being madp 
'^,aDd their whple pay now borne by Great Britain^ The fiimvin his 
"t^ands, anfing f>om b^ances direft^d to be paid to him, was upon the ift of 
IJebmary h&, eight thouiand four hundred fixty^^three pouijids ten ihillings 
|fed four pence. TTie Exchecjuer is the great fource froin whence he draws 
|;*js fiipply. 

A As the cztendYp tran(a£tions of the laft year wpt^ld. probably fumifh us 
fl ,. with inftances of every fpecies of Receipt andifihe, we procnied 

jf^^'* ^ f«>°* th^ Treafury an acCQunt^of the fev^ral fums .ifTned to-the 
^ *• PaymaAer. General of t)te forces, from th^ i4th of December 
W79 to the 25th of December 1 780, and from thence to |he i6th of May 
^81, diHingniihing thjc times when ii&ed^ and for what j^articUar ftrvices. 

;i Ffom 
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_ From Jibe €xanun%tions ofMr* John Hughfon^ Clerk of the . -^^ 
i)^ebertturts in the office of the Auditor of the Exchcqufer; Richard Si** 
Mokfworth, Efquire^^jiatc Deputy Paymaftcr in North Ame- ^o^* 
rica ; the Right Honourable Richard Rigby, the prefent Pay- -S^ *V 
mailer General ; John Powell, Efquire, Calhier ; and Charles ^* ^* 

Bembridge, Efquire, Accountant in the office of the Paymafter Geoeral : wo- 
obtained the following account of the manner of trahfa^ting the bufinefi ia 
this office, and of the balance in qaefUon. 

The fupply for the arhiy is |franted by Parliament to the King,^nil there- 
fore no part of this fupplyxan.be iflued from the Exchequer, without the 
Royal Sign Manual authorizing fuch iffue. After, the fupply is granted, 
there comes from the Treafury to the Pay Office the King's Sign Manual^ 
di^^dling the Lords of the Treafury to ilTuc unto the Paymaftcr General SL 
certain part of that fupply (in time of war nfually a million) by way of impreft, 
and upon account, according to fuch warrants and orders as either are or fhatl 
" be figned by the King. This Sign Manual, with the Treafury warrant, and 
order of the Auditor of the Exchequer made in purfuancc. of the Sign Ma^ 
nual, after being entered in the Pay Office, arc lodged at the' Exchequer, 
and give jhe Paymafter General a credit there for the fum mentioned in 
chofe inilruments. To obtain any part of this credit, the Paymafter Gene- 
ral prefents a memorial to the Trerfury, fpecifying* the fum he requires, 
and for what fervicc. The Treafury, by fetter, dire£l the Auditor of the 
Exchequer to iifue that fum to the Paymafter General, upon the unfatisBed 
crder above-mentioned. This letter being produced, and paffing through 
the forms of office, he obtains from them the fum he wants. When the fum 
inthisSignManual is exhaufted, another Sign Manual with theconfequential 
warrant and order^ is robtained^ and in like manner from tixne to time re-, 
newed, until there is occaJion for the laft fum, which completes the whol<; 
army fupply of the year ; when, inllead of a Sign ^Manual, there comes a 
Privy Seal, dire£ling the iifue of that remaining fum, and including, author- 
izing, confirming, and covering;, the whole fupply of that year. 

It was ufual formerly for the Paj^after General to apply to the Treafurf 
every fpur months, each time for about a third part of trie fum voted for the 
fervices of the army, under the general head of fubliftencc and pay of the 
forces at home and abroad; but frnce the year 1759^ the praftice has been to 
alk of the treafury, from time to time, for tnc fums voted under diftjn^l 
heads of fervice, and not until the time when the demands for th^e fervices 
are near approaching. . 

The fervices are ranged under two general heads, the ordinary, and the 
extraordinary ; the ordmaiy, are thofe for which fp ecific fums are annually 
voted by parliament ; the extraordinary, are thofe, which, though tiot pro- 
vided for by parliament, are never thele^ cpnfidered as neceffary, and there- 
fore paid, in confideuvc of tl-eir being provided for Li the fucceeding feffion* 

As the fervice is diftingulihcd, fo is the application for it to the treafury. 
Sums for the ordinary fervices are obtained upon the application of the 
Paymafter General himfelf ; thofe for the extraordinary, are direfted into his 
hands, upon the application of others. 

After the fupply for the pay of the army is voted by parliament, ^he Se- 
cretary at War lends to the Pay Office. the four eftablifhments for the year; 
which are, the guards, garrifons, and land forces ; the forces in the planta- 
tions, and the. garrifons in Norths America and the Weft-Indies ; the fbrces 
in Minorca and garrifon of Gibraltar ; and, the Militia ; with the feveral 
regulations of the fubfiftcnce. The eftabliihment contains the diftrlbution 
of the whole fum voted, amongft tjie feveral regiments, corps^ garrifons^ 

* •'' • officers. 
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0fio«ts» tnd private men/ by the day, zxtdhy the veaf, and &^Mf$ (urn 
aUcMVed ibr each x:egimeat, corps, and.garrUon. To eacli e^ftabliiSmcnt are 
annexed two warrants, the one diredlng the Paymaft^ General to make a 
dedu^OB of twelve pence in the pound out of all he fhall iffne, called the 
poundage^ and fpedfying to what iervices it Ihall be applied i the other, di- 
reAiQg a deduftlon of one day's pay, oot of the payments in the efiabliih- 
aient, for the uie of CheKeai hofpitaf. 

In general, the grofs fum allowed for a xegiiiientj or corps, is divided, id 
the eSabliflnnent, into £ve parts, under the deicription of, the fM pay of 
each officer and plvate man ; the allowance tp widows; the allowance to the 
Colonel, and for cloathing'Ioft by deserters; the allowance to the Captain 
lor recruidng, &c. and, the allowance to the agent. But in the Fay Oi&ce 
this grofi fnm undergoes a diferent divifion, confifting of, the fubfiftence, 
^e poundage, the ho^ital, the allowance to widows, the net off-reck- 
enings, the clearings, and fometimes refpits. 

It IS in confcY][ttence of thefe deduflions from, and diyifions of, the giofs 
fums allotted to dilFerent corps, and of dtftindl iums bein^ provided by par- 
liament for certain fervices, that the applicadon by the P^mafier Genera! 
to the Trcafury, for money, is made under diflindi heads or fervice* Thefe 
iervices may, for the purpofe of our en(|uiry, be diitinguifhed under diiee 
heads : 

Firft, Thofe ferviccs for which the whole fum received by the Paymafo 
General, at the exchequer, is iffued by him foon after he receives it* 

Secondly, Thofe, for which the fum he receives, belonging to particalar 
perfons, remains in his poiTei&on, upon account of the jperfons entitled, until 
they, or their agents, apply to him for payment. 

Thirdly, Thofe, for which a part only of the fum lie receives, is ifluedby 
him foon after he receives it, and the remainder continues in his hands for 
any indefinite time. 

Of the firft clafs, where he foon ifiues all he receives, are, the returned 
sonndage; Chelfea hoipita!, and the out- pensioners j the fubftfteace of the 
forces in Jamaica and the Ea^-tndles, and of the non-commiiSoned officen 
and private men In Africa; the fubfiftence and clothing of the .militia and 
invalids; the XubfiHence ifiued upon account; the iloppa^ of the officers | 
fubMence in the Wefi-Indies, North-America, and ^nfons of GilMaltar 
and Minorca 4 the General and Staff*- Officers and garrxfons in Great Britain; 
the net off-reckonings ; the allowances to the Colonel, Captain, aad Agent; 
the clearings ; foreign fubiidies; arrears of the foreign troops ; Itry money; 
and an the extraordmaries. Under the head of fubfiftence of the forces at 
hom^.fo much jof the fum received, as the fubiillence actually amonnts to, is 
ifliied to ifae agents as fixm as he receives it. 

OGF die ifecond clafsu acct. The reduced officers, and, under -Ae jeveral 
heads dT the garrifons abroad, the General and ^taif-Offioers, ^mi Jui^tal 
abroad: fo jnuch of the-fums voted for thefe Iervices, as .is contained 19 
each warrant JEbr the pay of the .officers named in the ceitififate^ iXcmsdj^ ia 
his liands until thofe officers or their agenis apply for it. 

•Of theihird clafs, »where heiffues a part only of the fums he r^coives, 
are, ihe Tubfiilence of the .forces at home ; the (ubfiilejiQe of the non-coo- 
mi'ffidned .officers and private men s)S the^ritiih foxce^ in .i;he W]eft-indiQ 
and >NDrth- America, and of tjie^foteigii troops ; the garrifons abroad ; aoid, 
the Genetal and Staff-^Officers and hofpitai abroad. Beiides thefe, there are 
feme other heads of fervice, to fatisfy which, he does not exprqisly apply to 
the treafury -for moncv, but pays the demands for them out of what he has 
receiffrg d under other heads of femces thefe are, the allowance ta widows; 

foBte 
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fozne. fervices to whkh the pqandige.is made fulsjpft by the liang'a warrant; 
and, contingencies. ' . 

Having thus procured the knowledj^e of the fetvices, tift of the mode of 
receiving from the exchequer, and of ifluing money for each Service ; it re* 
mained, in order to find out the component parts of this balance, to compare 
the Aims received for thefe fervices, Nvith the. famiiiTued, and fee what re- 
mained in-^ke hands of the, Paymafler General under each head : but the 
manneHn which the accounts in this office are now, and have been kept 
from time to time immemorial, render fuch an inveiligation hardly prado* 
cable. 

When the Paymader General palTes an account before the auditor .6? the 
Impreil, he charges himfelf therein, with the money, he has received out of 
the exchequer 4 during the period of that account, in one grofs fum ; he ve- 
rifies the charge by the impreft roll, which fpecifies the fums he has received 
in each memorial, and the terms in which he received them> but not for what 
fervices; all that is required of him is, to render an account for what fervices 
he has expended the fum imprefted to him : to do this con/iftently with order 
and method, his payments muft be arranged under diftindl heads of fervice ; 
out there is no neceility for making the like arrangements of his receipts, it 
would only occafion the entry of a variety of article^ in his charge, inflead 
of one, which one, apfwers full as well all the purpofes of pafling his ac* 
counts* With a view to this, is formed the plan upon which his books are 
kept ; the accounts of his payments are under feparate and diftin£t heads of 
fervice,. but he has only one cafli account ; though in one memorial to the 
treafury> he often aiks for feveral fums, under various diftind heads offer- 
vice, yet he enters the receipt in his cafh-book, as one entire fum received 
that day at the exchequer, and carries it as que fum. tq the King's account 
current in his ledger : to have found out, therefore, the favings in his hands^ 
under any one head of fervice, he muft have examined every memorial pre- 
fented by him to the treafury for the thirteen years he has been ia office, and 
have extraded from thenqe, and colleded together, all the fums he has re- 
ceived for that fervice; in order to compare tiiem with the ilTues. And here 
too arofe another difficulty :— >ln this office, a payment for any fervice made 
in a fubfequent year, is entered in the account of that year in which the fum 
wa$ voted for that fervice, unlefs fuch account is made up, and then it is 
entered in the inext open year's account ; hence thefe accounts are ufually 
kept open, until they are ready to be paiTed by the auditors of the impreft ; 
ivhick time not being yet come for the accounts of the Paymafter General in 
office, not one of his ledgers^re yet made up ; he could not therefore have 
^iven us the iffues for any one ferrice, without making up the account of 
that fervice, in every year's ledger, fince he4ias been in office. 

Thinking ourfelves by no means warranted to take up the time, and per- 
haps in^pede the current hufinefs of this offic^, at fo bufy and important a 
period, by employing them in fo laborious, and, un:lef$ for^his particular 
purpofe, fo ufeleis a tafk; we had recotfrfe to fuch other circumltances in 
evidence before us, as might lead us to a decifion upon the point we are 

purfuing*. 

From the arrangement we have made of the fums received by the Pay- 
mafter General from the Exchequer, it appears, .that the balance in hi5 
Kands cannot confift of any fums comprehended in the firft clafs ; becaufe of 
them'he very fooaiffoes all he receives: Nor is it probable, that fums ia 
tbe feepnd clafi cao^conftttute any very confiderabk part of it ; becaufe it is 
not to be prefiuned, that officers of anv denomination will fuffcr their pay 

Vox. v., . . ^ , Aaa. ^. 
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to. cottdAoe long \vithont.a|^yi<ig^for iti •-either hy thdtnfelves er thai 
agents. 

A continuali^ceipt tind ilTue, implies a balance continually in hand; 
• there muft be the like continual balance where there are intervals bctweea 
the receipt and iflue, and a freih fupply always comes in before the ilTue, as 
in the cale of ever>' Rank : But our enquiry is after a fum more permanent; 
a fum that remains long unapplied to any fervice, and which, if otherwife 
.«difpoiedof„ would occafion no interruption in the regular courfe of pavii^g 
the arfl()y fet vices ; for fuch a balance, in the hands of the Payraafter Ge- 
neral, we mud look aniongd the fums for the fervices named in the third 
chdt where he i floes lefs than he receives. 

Under the denomination of fubfidence for the forces at home, he receives 
more than that fubfiilence amounts to, with an intent of procuring thcrrf)? 
a fund for certain pay>nents not fpeciiically applied for by him, and ther;- 
fore otherwife unprovided for : He receives fubfifterice upon the full cib- 
bli/hment of the non-commiHioned officers and private men of the BHdih 
forces in North America and part of the Weft Indies, and of the foreign 
troops ; but as thefe regiments m^ft be incomplete^ and the Deputy fzj- 
mailers there ilTue fubfiftence according to the drength only of the regiment, 
he does not remit to them the whole he receives, but fo much only as, froo 
the lail accounts they fend him of the ilateof the balances in their hands, hs 
judges will be fufficient to enable them to carry on the public fervice. Thij 
uniffued fubfiflence of the British forces in the Weft Indies and North Ame- 
rica continues in his hands till the accounts of the ieveral regiments ate made 
up, when it falls into the clearings, and is ifTued to the agents ; but this is 
not till fifteen or fixteen months after they become due. The unifiiied fab- 
£ftencc of the foreign troop* remains with him till their arrears are paid to 
the agents ; which time feems, from the account of the iiTues received from 
the Ireafury, generally to be about two years after they are due. 

He receives the whole fums voted for garrifbns, ftafF, and hofpital abroad; 
but the officers in thefe departments, named in the ceptiacates from the War 
Office, do not exhauft the whole fum voted. 

Hence arifes a fund compofed of thefe favings, out of which he iOTues for 
certain fervices, and defrays certain expences, without making any fpcdic 
application for them to the Treafnry ; thefe arc, the allowance to widow5; 
fome of the payments to which th^ poundage is made applicable by the 
King's warrants ; and, the mifcellaneous head of contingencies. 

To demands for thefe fervices, and to no other that we can difcovcr 
(except fuch claims for the pay of the general and ftafF officers, and officer? 
of the garrifons and hoipttals abroad, and of the reduced officers, as re> 
mained unfatisfied) was this balance liable on the day ofite date. Whit 
then was the amount of thefe demands at that time ? Nothing had been 
iffued for the allowance to widows in the year 1780 j for enough remained 
of former receipts, in the hands of the Paym after of the widows penfions, to 
carry on that fervice ; and therefore this balance was not liable tobe reduceJ 
by any iflu6 under the head of allowance to widows. We could not ha« 
the accounts of the payments out of the poundage and hofpital, and forth: 
contingencies in the year 1780, becaufe fome of the warnfnts had not b^ci 
produced for payment, and therefore the accounts could not be made up; 
but finding, that where the eftabliftiments are nearly the. fame, there is do 
confiderable difference between the payments made, upon thefe two head*, 

^o ;^ in one year and another ; we applied to the Pay Office for «n ac- 

. '/ , count of the payments made by the Paymafter General, out** 

the dedua;ions of twelve pcnceift the. pound, and one day's pj^Jt; and fw 12 

a accQot; 
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account of the payments made by him for the conting«nf«X'«> K*' S" 
penc^s of his Majefty's forces, for the laft year,: in which thefe * 

accounts were made up at the ofHce. The accounts tranfmit ted tou3, pmr^ 
fuant to this requifition, are of the year 1778 ; and as they, probably, dot 
BOtvary much from thofe of the year lyBo, they will (hew us, with fufficiitnt. 
accuracy, the amount of the demands for thefe two heads of fervice upOri the» 
balance now before u*:. The payments out of the poundage and one day's 
pay, coniift of falaries to officers. Exchequer fees, returned poundage, ai^- 
Chelfea Hofpital ; the whole amount of which, for this one year, is Ofte 
iiundred Fourteen thoufaad Two hundred Sixtyrfive pounds Ten ihillings 
and Two pence. The articles of Exchequer fees, returned poundage, and 
Chelfea Hofpital, thought placed to this account, are not demands upon 
tjiis balance. T he Exchequer fees for every fum., are always paid at the 
Exchequer out of the fum, at the time it is received ; the Paymafter General 
debits his caih with the, whole fum he applies for, and credits it for the fees ; 
and therefore the only alteration made in his cafh, is an increafe by the fum. 
he alks, deducting the Exchequer fees. The other two fervices being ap- 
plied for under their fpecific heads, he receives a fum with one hand, and 
i/Tues it with the other ; and therefore thefe three articles, .amounting to 
iNfinety-feven thoufand Nine hundred and Twelve pounds Seven fiiiilings 
and Six pence, being dedufted from the total, leaves the fum of Sixteen 
thoufand Three hundred Fifty-three pounds Two Ihillings and Eight pence 
only, as a charpe upon this balance ; which fum, confifling chieily of fala- 
ries, for tlie moft part paid quarterly, foon after they become due, leaves^ 
claims to a very fmall amount indeed to be fatisfied but of this balance. 

The contingent expences confift of a variety of articles, amounting to 
twenty-four thoufand nine hundred and fourteen pounds nineteen ihillings; 
and eight-pence ; this account never either much exceeds, or comes much 
ttndtr, twenty- four thoufand pounds, the fum voted for the contingencies, 
upon the eftablilhraent at home and abroad ; for fo much of thefe payments 
as exceed the fum voted, are carried to the account of extraordinaries. 
Thefe articles being paid fome quarterly, fome half-yearly, and fome yearly, 
no very confiderable part of them can probably remain unpaid at the end of 
the eleventh month of that year, and cannot therefore be a charge upon this 
balance on the 28th' of November 1780 : From, hence it follows, that, 
fuppoiing the amount of the claims for thefe fervices in 1780, not to exceed' 
their amount in 1778, the claims for thefe fervices upon this balance, upon 
the 28th of November 1780, was fo much only of the fums of ilxteen thou- 
fand three hundred fifty-three pounds two Ihillings and eight pence, and 
twenty-four thoufand nine hundred fourteen pounds nineteen (hillings and 
eight pence; making, together forty-one thoufand two hundred lixty-eight 
pounds two (hillings and four pence ; as had not been applied for, and fatis^ 
fied, during the firft eleven months of that year ; and therefore, we think 
ourfelves well grounded in an opinion, that the fum of four hundred forty* 
feven thoufand one hundred fifty-three pounds eleven (hillings and three 
pence three farthings, in the hands of .the Paymafter General of the ForijiW, 
upon the 28th of November laft, was greatly more than was necefTary to 
anfwer the claims upon him at that time for the fervice of the army. ^ 

But our inquiry did not reft here; it concerns the public to know what 
proportion the fum, continually in the hands of an officer to whom fo muck 
IS entrufted, bears to the fervices of his department; we required, thietiefore» 
from the Pay Office^ an account of the balance in the hands of ^o ^ 
the prefent Paymafter General of the I'orpes, on the 31ft of ^ ?* 
Peccmber j^68^ jtnd at the end of each fuc^ding year, to the 31ft of De» 

Aaa i cembcr 
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Viik •^^^ ^780, inclufive; and an account of the total Cnmsn- 
* ceiv^ and paid by the Paymafter General for every mondi, 
froai the ift of January 17S0, to the ^li\ of May ]aft« with the total of the 
jbriancc remaining in his hands at the end of each month. TkeCe accooms 
Aew, that the average yearly balance^ in the hands of the p^eient Paymafier 
General, for twelve years, has been five hundred eighty-five thoufand eight 
hondred ninety-eight pounds ; and his average Tnonthiy balance for feventeea 
months, has been eight hundred fixty-nine Ihoufand one hundred forty- 
eight pounds. 

• The magnitude of thefe fums furnifhes a ftrong prefumption, that the 
Paymafter General of the Forces polSfles, ccntlantly, a fam much larger 
tiuo is requifite for the carrying on the army fcrvices ; and we are confirmed 
in this opinion, by the ftate of the balances in the poffeilion ofthePty- 
mafters Genera! of the Forces after their refignation, annexed to our 1*5 
Import; by which it appears, that of four Paymafters General, each, opon 
bis quitting the office, took with him the fum then in his hands ; the balances 
they returned to our precepts, above twelve years after their refignatioB?, 
were even then very large. Lord Holland's balance, the Chriftmas after 
lie quitted the office in 1765, was four hundred and fixty thoufand pounds; 
i)i the year 1778, at the tin>c his reprefentatives paid back into the Exchcqcer 
two hundred thoufand pounds, it was four hundred and fifty thoulLii: 
^unds ; and, upon the 27th of September laft, the fum returned to oer 
r^quifition was two hundred and fifty- fix thoufand pounds ; fo that, during 

# period of fifteen years after he was out of office, it fufiered very little dimi- 
nution from any claims whatever. 

From thefe fafts we may infer, that a Paymafter General, at tlie diii?c; 
}kis refignation, be it when it will, takes with him a fum of public more^ 
a great part of which remains with him, unapplied to any public fcrvice, 
until his accounts are paffed by the Auditors of the Imprell ; and conk- 
quently, that he has conftantly in his hands greatly more than he wants fc^ 
mt purpofes for which it was iffued to him. 

During thecourfe of our enquiry, certain circumftances in this office ii- 
traded our attention, as fubjedls demanding prefcnt corretlion, and preren- 
■ tion for the future. 

The ufual courfe of the receipts and iflues in this office, for fcveral vein, 

lias conftantly put into the hands of the Paymafter General a large fam ot 

public money not employed in the public fervice, exprcfsly contrary to th:t 

ibund maxim of prudence and ceconomy, that more fhould not be iffcei 

from the Exchequer for any fervice, than that fervice wants. He aiks fcff? 

of the Treafury under fpecific heads of fervice, and in the form of a cwc- 

putation ; the Treafury diredl the ifiTue in the terms he a&s it, withcut 

knowing whether the fervice is adequate to the requifition, whether t^e 

computation be juft, and whether he has not already in his hands fell 2^ 

much as he wants : there is no controul upon him in the Exchequer ; th 

duly atreniion of tjiat office is, to fee that the ifi!ue does not exceed his cf 

dtt, arid that his credit does not exceed the fupply for the army {crvice^. 

yoted by Parliament that year. Suppofing the conftitution of this pficc tj 

, continue in its prefent form, we think the interpofition of (bme check K' 

ceffary, to' reduce and confine this balance within its due bounds. Ti: 

paymafter General can receive nothing from the Exchequer, but by dL'tc- 

tioh of the Treafury ; the Treafury, therefore, Ihould have the meaK* c? 

judging^upop the propriety and necefiity of the requifition j to which afre- 

quent.knowledge of his balance is effential ; ^nd therefore we are of opinic:. 

^^it in the firft memorial yrcfcntcd every month*, by thtLPaymafter Gc3«r* 
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of the -forcdi to the Lords of the Treafury, for a fnppty for the army fer- ' 
vices, he fhould always infert the fvun total of the balante of public moaey, 
fbr the fervice of the army, at that time in his hands, cuftody, or power. 
What thoie due bounds are, within which this balance ought to be circttm- 
fcribcd, depends upon a variety of circumftances, of which the Treafury 
may, upon examination, obtain knowledge fufficient to dire^ their judg- 
ment. 

But this ufage of ofHce operates, ftill further; it is riot confined to the 
Paymafter Genwal in being only, but he has been permitted after his refig- 
nation, and his reprefentatives, in cafe of his death, to retain the money o^. 
the ptiblic until the fihal adjuffanent of his accounts by the auditors of the 
impreft. The average of Lord Holland's balance, from his refignation'in 
the year 1765, to the year 1778, when the two hundred! thoufand pounds 
were paid into the Exchequer, by his reprefentatives, was four hmidred^ 
fifty-live thoufand feven hundred thirty-nve pounds. The average of the 
balance of the prefent Paymafter General, from the year 1768, when he cime 
into office, to the fame year 1778, was four hundred fifty-three' thodfand one 
hundred and eighty pounds ; making together, nine hundred and eight 
thoufand nine hundred and fifteen pounds; a fum belonging to the public, 
in the poffeffion of only two of their officers, for nine years, and the public 
reaping no benefit from it whatever, ^ ' 

The public good calls for fo effe^lual a correftiori of this evil, as to pre- 
vent it from ever happening for thd' future. As there fhould be a check 
upon the balance of a Paymafter General whilil he is in office, i^ is equally 
expedient, that he fhould retain his balance as fhort a time as poffible after 
his refignation ; that he fhould pay it over to his fucceffor, and the fubfe- 
quent bufmefs be carried on by him, at leaft as much of it as can be tranfafted 
by him without caufing confufion or delay. According to the prefent 
courfe of bufinefs in this office, upon the refignation of a Paymafter Ge- 
neral, his accounts of the year's eftablifhment are carried on to ajj^'o^jgrt. 
the 24th of Junc^' or 24th of December, preceding or fubfe- n© \J 
quent to his refignation, as is moft convenient to the public fer- 
vice ; when it is fubfequent^ he receives from the Exxhequer, though put 
of office, his proportion of the fupply of the year to that time, and applies 
it in difcharge of the demands upon the fervice, whi.h accrued down tc 
that period ; but of thcfe demands, fome do hot come in a courfe of pay- 
ment, others are not applied for till fome time after they are due ; neithei 
the nett off-reckonings nor the clearings, which are the laft payments or 
account of a regiment, are difcharged till fifteen or fixteen months afte 
they become due ; the general, ftafF, and reduced officers, do not all appl; 
immediately for their pay ; warrants for contingencies are frequently no 
produced until feveral months after they are payable ; And the Paymaft 
General has deputies in vaiious parts of the world, whofe accounts he mu 
have time to adjuft ; it is therefore convenient, and prevents trouble to t' 
office, that his bufinefs fhould be carried on, and fo much of the publ 
money, as is neceffary for that piirpofe, continue in his hands for fome fhoj 
time afterwards ; and if the balance be confined within its proper bonnd: 
whilft he is in office, the interieft of the p\iblic \yill not be materially a 
felled by the detention of a moderate balance, for a few months afie^r h 
refignation. ^ . i 

If claimants for fums directed, but not applied for, in the time of t 
predeceffor, muft, according to the prefent forms of office, have recourfe 
the Tf^afury for new warrants, thofe forms are inconveni&nt, and fhould 
^lt€f?d J the fu^cf^or fhould be eropoxyered to pay ifuch demands, under tj 
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aothority given to the predece£br, withcmt putting claimants to the trouble 
and cjpcQce of a (econd application* 

Was the Paymafter General to retain hi> balance until his accounts ar? 
finally adjuftcd, the public would be kept out of their money to a very dif. 
tant and uncertain period. It is fixteen years (ince Lord Holland reiigned, 
sHid his accounts are flill in the ofEcc of the. Auditors of the Fiupreil an- 
iettled ; the prefent Paymafter General has been in office thirteen_ years, and 
the Hrft three years and a half only of his accounts are lent into that oSce, 
and in their firil ftage. The public have a right to be informed how their 
money has been expended, and as fpeedily as poflible after the expenditure: 
the evils attending delay are many and obvious, both to the pcrfon account* 
iog, and to thofs entitled to call for the account. Being accullomed to go 
in one track, and long inattention to this point, in the departments both of 
the Paymader General and of the Auditors of the ImpreH, added to a great 
increafe of bufinefs, have produced long arrears; it requires, and there 
onght to be, an extraordinary exertion in both offices, to bring the accounts 
forward, and to mtroduce andeilablilh that order and regularity in making 
them up, and keeping them, which fhould be ftrifUy adhered to in every 
ofiice of account. To obtain and preferve an accurate and competent know- 
ledge of the ftate they are in, they fhould be made up and balanced once a 
year, to a certain ilated time, and as foon as may be after that ilatcd time 
IS elapfi»l. But the time it takes to complete the payment of certain fer- 
vjces, and the manner of ca-rying on fome branches of the bufinefs in this 
office, are impediments to fuch a regulation, and feem not well calculated 
either for perlpicuity or expedition. There are certain fervices, for which 
no fpecific fnms arc appropriated, either by. the vote of Parliament, or by 
the diftribution in the eftabliihment ; but they are paid out of funds com- 
pounded of a great variety and number of articles, fubHradled from various 
;j;iiFerent grofs fums, either voted or allotted for cerjtain purpofes : thefe fer- 
lices are, Chelfea Hofpital, the allowance to widows, the cloathing of the 
regulars. Exchequer fees, and falaries to certain offic«&* One of thefe 
funds is the poundage, which confifts of various dedudions of twelve-pence 
p the pound upon almoft every individual fum (except the half-pay, of 
Lhich the dcdudlion is only fix-pence in the pound) voted, or allotted by 
le diilribiitions in the eflablifhments,-for the army fervices : out of this 
ind are paid, ift. The returned poundage; that is, this very deduftion, 
ias made, is paid back to certain corps ; fo that this part of it feems to 
e deduced for no other purpofe but that of returning it back again. 
dly, A part of this poundage is applied towards the expences of Chelfea 
f ofpitaK jdly. The remainder pays the Exchequer fees, and the falaries 
'the Paymafler General, and of other officers. 

The expences attending Chelfea hofpital arc paid out of two funds^ 
ended together ; the one is part of the poundage above-mentioned ; the 
lier is formed of the deduflions of one day's pay of every perfbn named in 
me of the eftablifhments, and of fome of the perfons named in other of 
e elbiblifhments : to form this fund, and that of the poundage, and to make 
efe feveral deductions, is the bufinefs of the Pay-Office, 
The allowance to widows, confiUs of the pay of two private men a com- 
ny, and is a part of the eftablifhment in every regiment ; this comes from 
War-Office, but the feveral articles are coUefted together from the regi- 
Dtal diflributions, and formed into a fund, in the Pay-Office, 
The fund for the cloathing is called the nett ofF-reckonings ; and is com- 
fed of deduClioas made in the Pay-Office, out of the fums allotted inthe 

^Hab- 



A. »7fe. 13 E B A T i ! S, - 3^7 

edabiiihment Tor the fall pay of the noiycommiilioned officexs aad pnvsuta 
men, in moft of the regiments and corps. 

One eSe&. of thefe operations is, that in making up the Hat* of evcrjrcgi- 
meAt in the Pay- Office, the fum allotted for its pay in the eftablilhment moft 
confift of fix parts ; the poundage, the hofpital, the fiibfiftence, the allowance 
to widows, the off-reckonings, and the clearings, and fometimes refpitjt 
This Hate, befides the bufinels it creates in the Pay-Office, muft be examui- 
cd, computed, and figned, by the agent; for he receives the clearings, which. 
is the balance due to the reo^iment ; the truth of which balance depends upon 
the juftnefs of the calculation of the other divifions: it muft be examined 
too, and computed, by the auditor of the impreft; for the Paymafter-General 
taking" credit in his account for the whole pay of each regiment, and fur- 
charging himfelf with the total amount of the deduAions of the poundage, 
hofpital, and widows-, in every year, the Auditor cannot know the accuracy 
of the furcharge, without an examination of each article that composes it. 

To perfons accuftomed to the courfe of the office, thefe computations sixc 
cafy and familiar ; but they certainly muft take up time ; an obje^, con&- 
dering the prefent (late of the army accounts, worth attending to. If, in- 
stead of thefe dedudions, certain fpecific diftindl fums were eilimated and 
Tet apart for thefe fervices in the eftablilhment ; if diftind accouois were 
kept of the receipts and payments^ under each head of fervice ; if the 
cloathing of the regulars was voted like the cloathing of the militia, Sepa- 
rate from the eftablifhment ; if the fum allotted to a regiment ihould b^ 
the adlual pay, and the whole of it be diftributed amongft the officers and 
private men, and paid to them without dedudion> at fuch times and in fuch 
prop(Mftions as ftiall be deemed beft for the fervice ; if every diftinft fervice had 
ats diftin^ appropriation, which can be eafilv eftimated by the experience of 
preceding years ; it fhould feem as if this branch of the pay of the army, 
might be carried on in a more (imple, expeditious, .and intelligible Qiannen 

In public trufts, the poffibility of a lofs fhould be guarded againft* as 
much as the nature of the trufts will admit, without any refpeft to perfons, 
or placing any m^re confidence in any man than can be helped. The fums 
that appear to have been intrufted to Paymafters General, are of a magni- 
tude that implies danger to the public; for who can give, or find iecuritf 
for the payment of them ? At the head of this clafs of accountants, ftands 
an inftance of an a(5lual lofs ;. the laft account that wa& pafTed -kto 
of Lord Lincoln's was to the 24th December 1719, between. .'*' . 
which, at>d the 25th of June 1720, four hundred fevacty-three thoufand 
one bunded and twenty-feven pounds, were ifl'ufd to him from the Ex- 
chequer ; of this fum i| does not appear that any account was ever given, 
noi» have we been able to trace, either in the Pay-Office, or in that of the 
Auditors of the Impreft, the expenditure of any part of it ; neither book nor 
paper, relative to this acccount, is to be found in either of thofe offices. It 
has been the praAice of the Paymallers General; when they went out of of- 
iicc, to take with them the books aijd papers that relate to their account?, 
as their own private property ; but as the Paymafter General is an officer 
appointed to a public truft, his office created for the ufe of, and fupporied, 
by, the publip, and his books contain accounts of the receipt and expendi- 
ture of public money ; we are of opinion that all thefe official books and 
papers are, and fhould be. confidered as the property of the public, and as 
fuch, left and dcpcfited in the pay office, for the ufe and information of 
pofterity. . 

The regulations hither tOyfuggefled, are upon a fuppofuion that the con-t 
iUttttion of this offi(;e contii^aes ^i its prefent form ; but there is a m^ '" 
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'tion« which/ifit en be adiq^ied, will efledtially remove -t]&e power, and 
therefore the poflibility, of lois or abufe ; that is, by taking away from tbe 
Paymaster General of the forces^ the cuftody of the public cafh» and placing 
it in the Bank of ^£ngland ; this Tresdury will then be converted into aa 
<»ffice of mere account, and the Pay mailer General, infiead of being the 

• Banker of the army> will be the inArument only through whom the army 
' fervices are paid, without having the power of applying the public money 

to any other purpofes whatever. Some judgment may be formed kowfar 
' this plan is pradlicable, by comparing the alteration it will make in the great 
outlines of the bufinefs of this office, the receipt, theiiTue, the keeping the 
accounts, and the accounting, with the forms now in ufe. The iinpitil 
mufl be to the Bank ; the Bank moft make the payments, by means cf 
. checque drafts drawn by the Paymfller General, fpeciiying the warrant, and 
the fervice : The Paymafter General mufl keep the account of thefe receipts 
and payments, and the Bank a duplicate ; both muft join in pafSng theac- 
•counts, the one producing the -wari-ants diicharged by his drafts, the otlier 
producing the drafts difcharged by payment. Under the prefent con^tn- 
tion of this office, the Paymafter General keeps his caih at the Bank ; the 
Bank receives it at the Exchequer on his account; he never pays in caih|but 
byhbcaihiers drafts on the Bank : He keeps the account of all thefe re- 
ceipts and payments, ^s if they were tranfa^d in ca(h : The warrant in- 
dorfed, or the warrant and receipt, or the warrant and regimental pa/ book, 
£gned by the agent, and receipt for the off-reckonings, are his voachcrs: 

• His deputies pay, when they can, by drafts upon the agent to the remitter, 

• who is the Bank abroad, and accountable to the public. 

Such is the fimilitude between the mode propofed and the mode in afe; 
and thus far this regulation carries with it all the appearance o£ being redu- 
cible to practice. 

We are well aware of the difficulties that mud for ever attend the intro- 
ducing novelty of form into antient offices, framed by the wifdom of oar 
aaceilors, and eflabliHied by the experience of ages ; they are confidered u 
incapable of improvement; the officers educated in, and accuflomed to the 
forms in ufe, are infenfible of their defers, or, if they feel them, have no 
leifure, often no ability, feldom any inclination, to corred them ; alann«i 
at the idea of innovation, they refift the propofal of a regulation, beaufe:! 
is a change, though from a perplexed and intricate, to a more iimple a&i 
intelligible fyflem. 

To trace this alteration through every branch of the bufine(s, to mark sll 
.its eiFeft$, that it does not in anywife didurb the pay of the army, perplex 
the accounts, or throw difficulties or delay in the paffing them ; to point oat 
the ileps by which it ought gradually and methodically to be introduced, is 
a Work of long ferious attention and accurate examination ; but the appear- 
ance this plan carries with it of being pra£ticable, and the advantage it 
holds out to the public, in an office, that certainly flands in need of Toioe 
reform, afford us fufficient reafon for fubmitting the confideration of it t^ 
the wifdom of the legiflature. 

Office of accounts, Guy Carleton, (L«S.) 

Surrey-Street, ' T. Anguifh, . (L. Si 

loth Auguft 1781. A. Piggott, (L. S.) 

, Rich. Neave, (L. S.) 

^am. Beachcroft, (L. S.) 

Geo. JJrummoiid. (L.S) 
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A. i^Sii DEBATES. 5S1 

*rhe examination of Mr. John Hughfon ; taken upon oath, the 1 zth of 

June 1781. 

This examinant faith, that he Is Clerk of the Debentures, in the office of 
tlie Auditor of the Exchequer ; and has been near twenty-five years in the 

The firft knowledge the Auditor of the Exchequer has of the grants of 
Parliament, for the fervice of the army, is by the votes of the Hbufe of 
Commons ; he is bound to take notice of thefe grants, and not to iiluc more 
than th^ fums granted. 

Th-e King's fign manual, the Treafury warrant, and the o^der from the 
Auditor, gives the Paymafter a credit in the Exchequer for the fum men- 
tioned in the order ; this fum is iffued to him, either in the whole or in parts^ 
in purfuance of letters from a Secretary of the Treafury, until the whol^f is 
cxhaulled. Thefe fums are entered upon the order as they are paid, which 
is one mode of keeping the accounts 6f thefe payments in the Auditor's of- 
fice : the fums mentioned in thefe orders are ufually round fums, "without 
ira^ons ; and when there remains in the Exchequer a fraftion only of the 
entire fum voted for the fervice of the army for that year, or whenever the 
laft iflue is to be made, inftead of a iign manual for that remainder, a priv/ 
£eal is fen t to the Auditor for the payment of it to the Paymafter, taking 
notice of the fum total that had been direfted to be iffued by the forlnerfigns. 
xnanual and warrants, and that fuch fum total, together with the fum re- 
maining, will-fatisfy the whole fum granted hy Parliament that year for the 
faidfervices. 

After an order is compleatcd, it is endorfed by the Paymafter, or his de- 
puty, and remains with ihat I'eller v^ab pays the laft fum, as a voucher for 
the payments. 

The Auditor is bound to dire<5l the Tellers to pay the fums mentioned in 
the warrants, provided they da not exceed the fums granted by Parliament, 

JOHN HUGHSOISL 
Guy Carleton, 
T. Anguifti, 
A. Piggott, 
Richard Neavc, • 
Samuel Beachcroft, 
George Dr^immond. 

N-.-j.. ' • _■ , • ■ 

The exaiQination of Richard Molefworth, Elquire, taken apon c^th, the j 

nth of June 1781, ' j 

This examinant faith, that he was Deputy Paymafter in North- Aijierictf^ 
duringthe years 1776, 1777> and 1778, the greateft part of Which time he 
was in Rhode-Ifland. Whenever he apprehended that he ihould want mo- 
ney for the fervice of the troops, he applied to the commanding officer of 
the corps, and feitled with him the fum that would probably be wanted> and 
in confequence of his approbation, he required that fum from the agent ttf 
the remitter^, who fupplied him with it in caih. 

It is the duty of the Deputy Paymafter, not to iffue any of this tnMey, 
but by warrant of the commander in chiefs or commanding officer of »- ***- 
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tached corps ; the perfon entitled to receive any fam for the (ervice of the 
Mrmy, brings this warrant to the Deputy Paymafter, direded to him, ud 
fpecifying Uie fam to be paid » to whom^ and for what fervice, or upon ac- 
count ; upon payment of this fam« the perfon receiving it indoffes the wai- 
rant, andJeaves it with the Deplity Paymafter, and gives him alfo three re- 
ceipts for the money, of the fame tenor and date» leafl any of them iko&ld 
be loft ; the warrant fo indorfed, or the warrant and a receipt, are the 
vouchers for this payment. One of thcfe receipts he tranfhiits to the Pay- 
mafler General, with an acconnt of his receipts and p^ments, figned by 
himfelf ; he keeps the warrant in his pofleflion, if it be for an extraordinary 
iervice, until it is called for, upon palling the accounts before the Auditor 
of the Impreft ; if it be for the pay of a regiment, it beconies ufelffs, after 
the account of that regiment is fettled. 

He hlmfelf always fpaid thcfe^ warrants in caih, axid not by drafts; bat if 
he had been in the faAie place with the Agent to ^e Remitters, he could have 
paid them, and, in his opinion, with more convenleace, by drafts opon the 
Agent* 

RICHARD MOLESWORTH. 

X. Anguifli, 

A. Piggott, 

Samuel Beachcroft, 

Ceorj^e Drummond. 

The examination of the Right Honourable Richard Rigby, Paymalltr 
General of the Forces; taken upon oath, 27th June lySi. 

This examinant faith, the fum of four hundred forty- (even thoufand one 
hundred fifty-three pounds eleven /hillings and three-pence three ferthings, 
mentioned in the return made by him to this Board, on the 28th of Novem- 
ber laft, is, to the bell of his knowledge and belief, the whole balance of 
public money then remaining in his hands as- Paymafter General of the 
Forces. This balance does not include the money in the hands of the 
IXtputy Paymaders abroad ; it does include the balances in the hands of the 
Caftiier of half-pay, and the Deputy Treafurer of Chelfea Hofpiul. Thij 
balance is liable, in his hands, to every army fervice whatever. He is of 
opinion, the whole fum voted every year for the Uervice of the army, mai^ 
necefTarily go through the Paymafter General's hands. 

He does not recoiled any inflanCe where the Treafury have made any ob- 
jeflion to his applications to them for money, nor has he ever been called 
upon officially by them to give them a ilate c^ the balance in his haods* 

He confiders the books of the office, as tne private property of the Pay- 
mafter, who may, if he pleafes, on his reiignation, tal^en them from the 
office ; it has been, as he is informed^ the general pra6lice of his prc^^* 
ceftbrs to take them away as feon sis their accounts were made up. 

» , RIGliARD RlGBt 

Guy Carleton, 
T.., Anguifti^ 
A* Piggott, 
Richard Neave^ 
George Drummond« 
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The examination of John Powell, Efquire, Cafhier in the office of the Pay- 
mafter General of the Forces; taken upon oath, the 26th and z^tk-^ 
June, and nth of July, ly^i. 

This examinant faith, that when it was the ufage of the office for the Pay* 
mafler to aik of the Treafury for a certain , portion of the year's fupply, it 
was generally applied for by him under the head of fubiiftence and pay of 
|:he forces at home and abroad. Since the year I750> the fums have gcnc^ 
rally been aflced of the Treafury under fome fpeciaf head of fervice. 

The' Paymailer receives money from fub-accountants, in confequencc of 
their accounts having been fettled by th^ Auditor, and balances appearing 
to be due from them ; thdie iub-^iccountants bring to the Pay-office the 
King*s warrant, direfting them to pay the fum therein mentioned to the 
Paymafter General j who, upon receiving it, carries the amount to the cre- 
dit of the public in the King's account current. 

When the Paymafter is to receive money at the Exchequer, he does not re- 
ceive it either inca(h or bills ; but, as he keeps his cafli in the*Baflk,the Bank 
Clerk, who attends there, receives it, and gives the Paymafter Credit for it. 

The cuttom has been, ever fince he has been in the office, for the Pay- 
mafter to make all his payments by drafts on his Banker, %ned by his 
Cafhier, very rarely by himfelf, and then only in the abfence of his Cafhier* 

The favings voted in aid of the fupply fdr the year 1780, arifmg-from 
ftoppages for provifions, the charge of new levies, penfions of officers wi- 
dows, and fubfiftence of an augmentation to fundry |-egiments, were never 
direded into the hands of the Paymafter General, out of the Exchequer, 
for thofe fervices ; but direfted, received, and iflued, for other fervices. 
The fum of ten thoufand pounds, out of the favings of the half-pay of 
reduced officers, voted in aid of the fame fupply, was money adually in the 
Jiands of the Paymafter General, received for that fervice. 

The Secretary at War requires every year, from the Paymafter General, 
^n account of the favings arifing by deaths and promotions of half-pay oA? 
cers, part of which favings is applied to payment of perfons on the compaf- 
iionate lift, who are the widows of officers on half-pay, and the children at 
officers. 

No account can be produced of the heads of which the balance in the 
hands of the Paymafter General confifts, without comparing the vote of 
Parliament every year, for every head of fervice, with the application ; which 
has never been thought neceflary to be done, and would employ many 
Clerks for a long time; 

The Accountant is the officer to make up the accounts of the Paymafter 
General; the only account he himfelf has been principally engaged in mak- 
ing up, is that of Lord Holland's, w^ch is not yet compleated. 

When one year of an account is fettled, the balance is carried over to the 
fucceeding year; and upon fettling the filial account, is paid either to the 
Paymafter General for the time being, or into the Exchequer^ as the King 
Ihalldireft^ 

He does not believe that there remains in the hands of the Payniafter 
General any money upon account of the pay of the Irifh regiments i their 
accounts being all fettled and adjufted to the 24th of December 1778. 

The Pay OiHce has been examined, in confequence of his diredions, and 
no books or papers, relative to the accounts of Henry Earl of Lincoln, late 
jPaymafter General of the forces, are to be found there. 

3 
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Thofe regiments, which ufed to be paid in part by the Treafary of Iieland, 
have, ever fincc December 1778, been voted and paid by Great-Britain. 

ISo fum was iffu^d from the Pay Office to the Paymaftcr of the widows 
penfions, during the year 1780, as he had fuffidtni ia his hmds to carry- oa 

that fervice. 

JOHN POWELL 

Guy Carlcton, 
T. Anguifii, 
A. Piggoit, 
R. Neave, 
• S. Beachroft, 
G. Drummond* 

N" 6. 

The examination of Charles Bembridgc, Efq; Accountant in the ofSce c/ 
the Paymaller General of- the forces ; taken upcn oath upon fever<il davi, 
from the i6th of May tp the 13th July 1781. 

This Examinant faith, that he has been Accountant to the Pa}Tnaftti 
General of the forces from March 1776, and in the Pay Office above twent/ 
years. 

The Secretary at War, about the time of his delivering to the Honfe of 
Commons the army eftimates, fends copies of them to the Pay Office: 
After the fums are voted upon thefe eftimates, which are for the ordinary 
fervices of the army, the Pay Office receives frpm the Lords of the Treafcrr 
the King'fe fign manual, direfting them to iffae, or caufe to be iiTued, outci' 
the Exchequer, to the Paymafter General, a fum therein-mentioned (ia 
time of war ufually a million) together with the Treafury warrant, and ihp 
order of the Auditor of the Exchequer made in purfuance of the fign manual; 
thefe three inflruments, after being entered in the Pay Office, arc fent firua 
thence to, and left at the Exchequer. 

When any part of this money is wanted, the Paymafter General prefents a 
memorial to the Treafury, fpecifying the fum required, and for whatfcnict. 
In confequence of this memorial, the Treafury direft a letter to the Audhcr 
vfthc Exchequer, defiring him to iflue to the Pa)Tnafter General, upon t::^ 
mifatisfied order, the fum required, and fpecifying out of what fund, and it 
what fervice : this letter, after being entered in the Pay Office, is carried :? 
the Exchequer, where the Deputy Auditor writes, at the bottom of the onir 
iibbre-mentioned, a direftion to the teller or tellers, to pay the fum outcf: 
fund or funds mentioned ; the order is carried to the office of the peils 
■where the fum to be iflued is recorded, and an entry of it made upon the order; 
which being produced to the Teller, he pays the fiim (deducing the Exck- 
iquer fees) the Deputy Paymafter giving him a receipt for the entire fum; 
land the Bank Clerk attending there, enters to the credit of the Paynu.'.?: 
General, in his Bank book, this fum (the Exchequer fees deducted.) 

After the eftimates are voted, the el'tabiifhments are made out at the ^^.* 
Office, and being iigned by the King, and cQunteriigned by .three Lonis •:: 
the Treafury, are transmitted to the Pay Office, with the regulation of C: 
iubfiftence and warrants for the iieduftions annexed, 
' The grofs fum for a regiment confifts of five parts, ift. The full piy p? 
the commiffioned and non-commjffioried officers and privates, id, TV 
kllowanoe to widows. 3d, The allowance to the Colonel, aad fbf\doaducj 
loft bydeferters. 4th, The allowance to the Captains for jeclliisiBgi ^ 
""^ The allowance to the agent* 
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From this grofs fam^ except in fome particular cafes, two dedii£Uons are 
made by virtue of the King's warrant; twelve pence in the poand, called 
poundage ; and one day '3 pay of the whole eUabliihment, for the fervice of 
Ohelfea hospital. 

The cafes exempt from the poundage and hofpital are, in each troop of 
Horfe Guards, four (hillings a day, being the pay of one private. gentleman, 
SLs a fund for fuperannuated men ; in .the Dragoon Guards and Pragoons» 
t:hree pence a day, being an addition to the pay of the ferjeants, corporals^ 
trumpeters, and private men ; in the Foot Guards, four pence a day^ being , 
part of the pay of the fcrjeant, and two pence a day, part of the pay of the 
corporal. In the invalids, all the* pay, except that of the commiiiioned 
officers. 

The full pay of the commiiConed officers is divided into, the fubiiftence, 
the poundage, the hofpital, and the arrears, called clearings. The full pay 
of tne non-commiilioned officers and private men 1$ divided into, the fubM* 
ence, ^e poundage, the hofpital, the nett oif-reckonings, and the agency* 

Firft« The poundage is made applicable^ by the JCing's warrant, to the 
following purpofes : to the payment of the Exchequer fees for the money 
received ; to the fupport of Chelfea hofpital ; to the payment of the charges 
of the office of the Paymafter- General ; and the remainder, to fuch utes, 
x^elating to his fervice, as the King, by his fign manual, (hall direfb'. It is 
aiked of the Treafury, under the two following heads. 

ifl. Returned poundage ; which is the poundage deduced from the fdli 
pay of the efiedive private ^en of the foot guards and marching regiments^ 
and ordered to be paid back tp them by the King's warrant : this warrant ds 
fent, about every fix months, from the War-office to the Pay-office, apd 
Specifies what fums are to be p^d for this purpoie, and to what Agents ; 
vpon receipt of this warranty the Pay mailer- Genera^ applies to the Treafury^ 
and pays to the Agents, (bon after he receives it> the whole fum included 
in the warrant. 

sdly. Chelfea hofpitaL When twelve months are due, a requifition- is 
fent, every fix months, from the Secretary 'suffice at the hofpital, to the 
Pay-office, fpecifying the fum wanted; the Pay mailer- General then applies 
for it to the Trea/ury, and foon after the receipt, generally pays th^ whole 
fum to the Deputy Treafurer ; whofe accounts are examined every year in 
the office of the Auditor of the Impreil, from whence he obtains a certificate 
of the fums allowed by the Auditor to have been paid by him ; the amount 
of which certificate the Paf mailer-General takes credit for in his public ac- 
counts of each year. 

Theie two heads exhauil a grea^ part of the poi:^ndage ; the reiidue is e;c* 
haufled.by Payments to the Secretary at War, CommiiTary-General of ^e 
Muilers, and nis Deputies, the Deputy Paymafters, and for other iervices 
' to which this fund is applicable ; which payments are made by the Pay- 
mafler- General ont of caih' in his hands, without fpecial application for it 
to the Treafury^ more having been aiked of the Treafury under fome other 
heads of iervice, than has been iiTued for thofe parti<;alar fervices. 

Secondly. The hofpital, .or one day's pay, is direded by.the King's war«f 
rant to be applied towards the fupport of Chelfea hofpital ; but tlus day's 
pay not being fufficient for that purpofe, and the poundage being jdire^ed 
in part to be applied to the fame fervice, this day's pay is aiked. fqr, blend- 
ed, and iflued, with fo much of the poundage as is applied lor th» jife x>f 
the hofpital. 

Thirdly/ The fubfiilence is regulated by the King, for the immediate and 
cotiilant liipport of the forces. A month's fubiiftence fbr the forces at 
VouV. • Ddd b<x 
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hlTine, according to tlipir fall eftablifhment, is a&cd by the Payxzuftcr-Gc 
ileral €very mtmtK, }n advance ; and, upon hit receipt tif it from tie Ex* 
ch«|ueri he pays the whole fubfiftence to the Agents of the reipeftivc rcgi- 
inents: but' on ailciog under the head of fubfiflence, the Pay/n after-Genera] 
does not confine bimfelf perely to the fum reauiiite fojr that fervice ; knotv. 
ing he Ihafl i^ant money to pay Exchequei^ ftcs, and ievcral dther cxpcncci 
iot vA)ich no fpecific application is made to the 1 reafury, it has jbeen riie 
praditeof the cfBce to add to the fabfillence applied *fbrj iuiDs to anfwcf 
kich'otW purpofes and to aik for thofe fums together with, and under ck 
head of fubfiftencc. 

' Two montjhs fubfiftence to the forces at Jamaica, according to the full 
^(labliihment, is aiked, and the whole is ifFued, two months in adv^uice, to 
their refpedlive Agents. 

• The fubfiftence of the Britifh forces, according to their fujl efta^liihoitnt, 
in all ^e other parts of tl^e Weft-Indies and North-America, is divided 
mt-e three parts ; the fifft is a lloppage, dire^f d by the Secrr^rj' z.i 
W'arj.df a certain fum, confining of the whole fubliftence of fuch officers 
ajj'chufe to draw for it npon their Agei\ts, and of a fum to carry on the re- 
cruiting fervice; and the allowance to the Agent ; this fum x« afked of the 
Tfeafury tvery two months, and the whole ifTued to the Agents. The 
fecoYid'partieaftoppage, dircfted alfo J>y the Secretary at War,, out of the 
lubMeihce'cf the non-^ommiffioned pfficcrs andprivare men, of two-pence 
halfpenny fer day each, towards anfwering the expcnce of a ration x>t pro- 
vifion it* allowed them* abroad ; a fum aritinjg from fo many of ,tb.efe ftoppages 
as 'areetjiftil. in' number to the ratieos actually received by the troojps, is fefrin 
the Ex^heq-ucfr, tind the Paymallcr General, having taken credit for the full 
fubfiften^ie' of which thefe ftoppages make a part, gives credit for them to the 
j^ublici from time to time^ in his account of extraordinaries : the remainder 
«rthde ftoppag^s falls into the clearings, and is a&ed and rccei-ved by the 
P ay m after 'General tinder that head of fervice. 

The fubfiftence qf the g^rrifons of Gibraltar anjj Minqrca are fuhjeftn? 
the'-frrft of thefe ftoppagcs, but not to the fecond. • 

The third. ^art, being the reiidue of this fubfiftence, after deducing fhefc 
ftoppage's, IS the fum to be paid to them in calh, to.compleat their fnbiirtcjice. 
It "is ulna! to'aik this fum of the Treasury, under the head of fubiittence, 
every two- months, fo as to f^pply the Contra6lors, for remitting lix months 
in'advancp j gfter it is received, the. Paymafter Geherfl iffues to thcjfe Coo- 
Ira^ors either the whole, or fo m.uch of it as he thinks neceijary, from the 
ft?ite of tlje balances in the hands of his fevcral deputies, according to the 
lateit information he }^^s received /rom them ; which balances arife, and in- 
creafe, from the rcgijnent^s not being complete. This voney, not remitted 
to the deputies abroad, is applied by the I'^ymafter General towards the 
payment of fervices for which he does not alk .a'fupply from' t^e Treafury. 

When money is iflued to the Contniftor, he, gives bills upon his agents 
abroad, payable ufually'at three months after date, which bills are ient by 
thte-Pay Office to the Deputy P^yjnafter? abroad, to be received of chefe agents. 

The fubfiftence c^f_then6.n-commifnoned officers ^nd priva.tijs ^n Africa, 
deduftinj? a ftoppag^* of 'twp-jpjpnce lialtpenny a man per day, for wine, i$ 
afked Iwi^n wamteji, and the jvhole fum re<;eived is paid to the Contraficr 
ibr remitting. - : 

^ ^'Tilfe'flibSfteijc^ of the forces in the Eaft-Iodies, according to their full 
cf^abttftWnent, h aiked when the Secretary at War direfts, ufuaUy every tx 
/nonths. fo as.to.keejp it tw,elve mopfhs i;i advance j^ t)^ ,w)ioi^,AVAen receiv- 
ed, is iuu^a;to p\t agents, ' " 
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A fiiiA fbr fiibfirfehce, is fometiflles iffued upon accbiinf* Upoh/^ilxng 
a new corps, the Secretary at War fencis a difedlion to the Paymafter Gfeneral^ 
iignifyirig' h?d IVfajefty's pleafufe,- that he fhould ifTue to the Agent of that 
corps, a certain fum on account of fubfiftence : Upon receipt of that fum 
from the fixch^quef*, he pays the* Whole of it to the Agent. 

Fourthly. The nett oiF-reckonihgs are thus computed :— -The diffefence 
between the full pay and the fubfiftence, of the non-commilfiohed officers 
and private men, conftitute the grofs oiF-reckonings ; from which the pound- 
age and hofpital (unlefs exempted) and agency upon theiV full pay, bein? 
dedufled> the remainder is the nett ofF-rcckonings ; which are appropriated 
to the cloathing of the non-commiflioned officers and private men.' Six 
months of thefe are ufually alked when fifteen Or fi^fteeii riionths are due ; and 
the whdl^, when receiveci, are paid, after public notice is given, to the 
perfons to whom the colonels have aiSgned them, upon their application, and 
produdliori of the, affignment. 

Fifihly. The igericy is iffued to the Agent, together wit*h> and as a part 
<if. the clearings. 

Sixthly. The clearings are made out in the following manner :— Frdih the 
fullpayof the regiment, according to the cllabliihment, are dedufted. The 
refpites, if any. The full poundage. The hofpital. The nett off-reckonings. 
The allowance to' widows, and The fiibfiftence adlually paid in cafh and 
proviiibns ; the reniainder, being The agency. The balance of the full pay 
due to the commiilioned officers, and fb much of the fubfillence of the non- 
commiffiohed officers and private men as \^p not been iffued, conftitute the 
clearings. Twelve mionths of thefe cliaJings are ufually iffued, about 
fifteen oriixtecn months after they are due ; after they are received from the 
Exchequer, and public notice given, the \vIiole of them is paid to the Agents, 
upon their application. 

Seventhly. The allowance to widowsi is a fund applicable to the fupport 
of the widows of commiffioned officers ; He dpes not recplledl that any fum, 
under this head, has ever been afked of the Tr^afury ; the Paymafler of the 
widows penfions applies from time to time to the Paymafter-General for a 
fupply for this fervice, who pays to him the fum he requires, out of any cafh 
that may have been iffued to him froni the Exchequer, under any other 
heads of fervite. 

Eighthly. The allowance to the colonel, and for cloathing lofi by defer- 
ters, confif!s of two parts, the fubfillence of one private man, which isaflced 
'and iffued with the iubiiftence, and the refidue falls into and becomes apart 
of the grofs off-rebkonihgs. 

Ninthly. The allowance to the captain for recruiting, &c. and 

Tenthly. *The allowance to the Agent— are alked and iffued to the,Agea£» 
with the fubiiftence. , 

The grofs fum for a regiment of militia, coniifts of^ The. pay of the com^ 
jniffioned officers. The fubfiftehce of the non-commi^oned officers and pri- 
vate mefi, and, allowance to the Agents. The pay of the commiffioned 
officers is made fubje(ft, by the King's warrant, to the poundage and hofpi* 
tal. This pay, -and alfo the filbfiftence of the whole regiment, the allow- 
ance to the Agent, and the clearings, are aflced of the Treafury, ifrned to 
the Agents, and applied in like manner, and at the like tinies^ as in the 
cafe of the regulars ierving at home. The cloathing of the militia is voted 
feparate from the pay. The warrants for the cloathing of each regiment are 
made out at the Waf-Otfice, figned by the Secretary at War, and delivered 
to the feverai Agents'; they carry them to be counterfigned by the Lord* ^^ 
the Treafury,. who dircft money for the payment of diem into the hr 
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the Paymaftcr-Gcncral, at fact times as they think proper; "after which, 
upon produdlbn of the warrants by the Agents^ the fall fams are paid tQ 
them. , No fums are voted for the contingencies of the militia^ bst they are 
carried to the account of extraordinaries. 

The grofs fum for a regiment, and for an independent conipany of inva^ 
lids, coafifts of the pay of the commxflioned officers , and the fabAilence of 
the non-com miiHoned officers and prirate men ; of the cloathing^ ; of the 
allowance to the captain for medicines ; of the allowance to the Agent ; and, 
in the regiment, the allowance to the colonel. 

The pay of the commiifioned officers is fubje^l to the poundage and hof- 
pital, and, together with the fubfiilence of the whole regiment, the allow- 
ance to the colonel, the captain, the Agent, and the clearings, are afked 
of the Treafury, iifued to the Agents, ahd applied iti like mannei, and at 
the like times, as in thg cafe of the regulars, fexving at home- 

The cloathing is voted on the eftablifhment, asdflimated by the Secretary 
at War; the Paymafter- General applies for it to the Treafury every two 
years, and pays the whole to the Con tradors appointed by hiQt to dothe 
theiy. 

In regard to the garrifons in Great-Britain, the Secretiary at War fends 
to the Pay-Office, ufually every fix months, a warrant, direfting the Pay- 
mailer- General to make out a debenture for the full pay of the garrifons, 
unlefs refpites are direfted : He fends this debeAture to the War-Office ; up- 
on which the King's warrant is obtained, and fcnt to the Pay-Office ^ the 
total fum contains! in the debenture, being received at the £xche<)aer, is 
iflued to the Agents of the Governors, the poundage, hofpital, and civil lift 
duty being dedufted. ' , 

In regard to the General and Staff Officers in Great-Britain, a certificate 
comes from the War- Office to the Pay-Office, containing the names of the 
officers. Upon a dd)enture for the fuH pay of the officers named in the 
certificate being made oat, and a warrant for payment obtained, the Pay- 
mafter-General pays, either to the officers themfelves, or to their Agents, 
nn their application, the fums due to them, referving the poundage, the 
hofpital, and civil lift duty, from thofe liable to pay it. In regani to the 
General and Staff Officers, and officers of the garrifons and hofpitals abroad, 
the Pay mailer-General afks for the whole fum voted, and, upon the like 
certificate, debenture, and warrant, he pays in like manner, to the officers 
named in the warrant, the fums due to them, with the like refervationsj 
and in thefe cafes the fumj> voted are ufually more than the fums contained 
jii^the warrants ; and the greatefl part of thefe fums, and of the fums dne 
to the General and Staff Officers at home, are paid to Agents. 

After the fum is voted for the reduced officers, the Secretary dt War fends 
to the Pay-Office the eftablifhmcnt, figiied by the King, and cOunterfigned 
by the Lords of the Treafury, fpecifying the names of th^ feveral officers, 
and the fums they are eniitled*to ; when fix months are due, the Paymafter 
General applies for it; and when received, public notice is given, and the; 
fums paid to tlie refpe(^iive officers, or to their Agents, on their application, 
deduaing fixpence in the pound, direded by his Majefty's warrant to be 
applied to the fupport of Che Ifea hofpital. 

The Paymafter- Gt^neral opens atn account in his ledger, with every one 
of the reduced officers, inferted in ^very year's eftablifhmeQ|. None ot thefe 
ledgers are made up; there arejnaiiy fubfifting claims upon cvery^ one of 
them. The Paymafter-General receives every year, at two periods, the 
whole fum voted for this» fervicc^ but no feperate account of it is kept in the 
books of the office, 

• After 
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After the fum is voted for the out-penfioners of Cheliea'lio^ital, a TjCqui* 
iitlon is fent, every fix months, fro.?! the oiEce of the Secretaiy to the 
hofpital, to the Pay-Office^ for fix months pay in advance ; the Paymafter-. 
Oeneral applies for this fum, and it is the prance of the oiHce to ifTue the 
^viiole to the Deputy, . the Paymafter- General being himielf, by virtue of his 
office, Treafurer of the hoipital.' The Deputy Treafurer iffues^ from time 
to- time^ to the Paymafter of the out-penfioners, fums for that fervica ;^ for 
whicii fums he is an, accountant, and paiTes his accounts before the auditors 
of the impreft. 

The charge of the foreign troops confifts of the fubfidy to the Prince, and 
the pay of the troops. The fubfiAy is paid, . without' any dedudiion, to the 
^gent of the Prince^ purfuant to a warrant from theTreafury, obtained by 
the Agent, and fen^ to the Paymafter- General for that purpoie. The pay 
of the troops cpnfifts of the fubiiftence, the {arrears of the officers, and a de* 
du^on of two-pence !^ day for cloathing from the non-commiffioned officers 
and private men. A winsLnt is ufually made out for a whole year's full pay 
.without dedudions. The fubfiftence of the whole corps, according to the 
eltaUifhment, is ufually aiked of the Treafury by the Paymafter-General, 
in lib? manner as the fubfiftence of the Britifh forces ferving abroad ; and 
the whole, or fo much of it, is remitted to the Deputy Paymafters abroad, 
as may, from the balance appearing to be in their hands, be judged 9ecef- 
fary to anf\ver the demands- upon them for that fervice. The arrears, de- 
dudions, and the remainder of the fubfiftence, conftitute one fund, for 
which the Agent to the Prince applies to the Tre^iiry, at fuch times, and 
for fuch fums, as he thinks proper ; which applications are referred to the 
Paymafter-General, and, upon his report that the fums required are due, the 
Treafury diredt into his hands, either the whole« or fo much of it as they 
think proper to pay, and the Paymafter-General pays to the Agent the 
whole lum fo direded into his hands. 

Two fums are every year voted for C09tingencies^ twenty thoufand 
pounds for the eftablifhment at home, and four thoufand pounds for 
the eftablifhment abroad. It has not been the ufage of the office, for 
fome years, to afk for thefe fums of the Treafury under the head of contin- 
. genciesf but, the Paymafter-General having always in his hands money 
ariiing from fums afked bv him for other fervices, which do not exhauft the 
vt^hple fums applied for, it is the praflice of the office to pay, out of thofe 
remaining fums, the warrants of the Secretary at War, made out for con- 
tingencies; the fums voted for this fervice being infuft^cient for this purpofe, 
^the warrants for fo much of the contingencies as exceed the fum voted, are 
fen,t to the Treafury, to be counterlighed by the Lords, and are carried to 
the account of extraordinaries. Warrants for the payments of fome of the 
contingencies of any one year, are feldom produced at the Pay-Office until 
fome time afterwards. Great part of the fum voted for the contingencies of 
the year 1780, is not yet expended, the warrants not being yet produced^ 
and the account of the payments out of the fum voted for the contingencies 
of tlie year 1780, will not vary much fropi that of the year. 1778 ; nor will 
the account of the payments out of the poundage and hofpital, except in the 
articles of returned poundage. Exchequer fees, and Cheliea hoipitai.. There 
ard no other mifcellaneous heads of payments kept in the books of the office, 
except thpfe of ccmtiiigencies.and extraordinaries. 

The extraordinaries of the army are never afked of the Treafury by shi 
Paymafter-General ; the perfon entitled to receive money for any extraordi 
nary fervice, b^n^s to the Pay- Office a warrant figned by the Lords of th< 
Treafury, fpeci'fymg the fum to be paid, the perfon to whoiny^ai\dfor^vha 
fervice i which warrant is entered at the Pay-Office; after whkS, ♦»"*'T'.-J 
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ftfry feftd« to th^'Pay-O^ce, a^ foch tiitatfff as fhey fldnk proper/, a (fiwsffion 
td tff* AwHtor of the EJcc?icqiief, to iffae to the Payihafter-Gfciieral fli^ fua 
a(^^ik^ for,'* i|>etJfying ffle fund oat of which it is to be paid; aft^r tk 
iDon^y is /etoved, he- pays it to, or to tht nfe df Are perfb'n ra^<iti<medift 
the Wa^ranf , ^ho ifiderfes it ; this warrafrit is the voticher for dilJ Payniafter. 
G<?h(^ral, Jrf pafllng his accodnts with the aaditoh 

TYte fiMid in the* Exchequer, out of vehich the extraordin^ies are paid, 
h cortpoonded of the whole, or fo much bf the ^tJt^ 6f credit ai Is direfted 
to be fo applied by the Lords of the Treafury, and of. fums. which have been 
yqtcd for thtf ordinary fefvices of the army, and hate not been taken out of 
the Exchequer, thofe fervic^s not having comd in courfe of payjibent. Wicn 
thefe eytraordinarici are Voted by Parliament, the fiim that has been borrow- 
ed tVdiA the* ordihary fervlcfcs is ^-eplaced. 

AlJ the payments mide for provifioirs, are cJitied to the account of ex- 
traordina#ies ; but ftims hairing been voted for that^ftrvice, the Paymaftcr- 
General dednfts the ftinw fo voted, ou^of that part of the extraofdinirics 
utider the head of provilioris. 

. Ev^f fmee he has been acco^intairt in the dfflce, the Tfeafiiry have ^wzji 
dtreded the fums appKfed for by the Payrhafter-G6rtfefal to be iffuedto hiih 
out of the Exchtquer, without making ahy obje^ion to them, that he 
knows cfu 

A Deputy Paymafter is appointed by, ai^d jiccoiintable to the Paymafter 
General ; wh*ri he joes^ out of office', his fncceflbr, i£ he has no phjcdion, 
•cotitintte? him,* and h*^ becomes a Deputy to the fucceflbr frofli the day of 
hii appointment. 

Every fum received at any one time from the fejfcheqder, for iht ordinarf 
fervice^i though confefting of different parts, afked anddirefted at 'di/Fcrent 
timesx and for diflferent fcrvices, is not fepafated and carried te the credit 
of the refpeftive heads of fervice for which it has been afked ; but h entered 
in the cafh book as one entire 'fum, ireceived that day frorti tJie Excheqaer, 
arid ftotii thence pitted to the credit of the King's account Current in the 
Ledger j the receipt of the extraordinaries is fentefed and pOfted in the fame 
itianner* Were fuch a ftparation to be made, it would much increa/e tic 
tFufinefs of the Pay-'office, without any apparent advantage to the pabftc. 

Shp^'hiiS and dill?inft a(ccoatfts are kept of all the payments, under their 

\ froper heads of fervice ; but, as it has nfeveir been thought neceiTary to keep 

I teparate and diftinft accounts <5f the receipts, it would be* very difficaltat 

I tmy time to give«fh account of w'hat parts the balance iti the hands of the 

\ Paymlaller General confifls, and to what fetVic^s each part is liable ; diat 

jtTanhdt be done, withorif making up air the accounts of the Paymafter Gc- 

^iiefal, ftom the time ht entered into office to the date of th6 balance, whidi 

'mtffl fietefFarily take up miich time, and be attended with great trouble. 

I It has beeh the fcoriftaht praftict of the oflice, ever fiiice ht knew itt w 

Confider th^ cafh as one entire fufh, andfer whatever heads of fervice tie 

paifti H COTfMS of nday havef bfeen aflted. There is only one caffi account 

erf a8 thtf money received. 

I All the pafyments, of every kind, made by thfe Paymafter General, arc 
**» ConfequeAcfe of warrahts under the fign manual, and counterfigned citlicr 
y thVLoMs of the Treafury, or Secretary at War : and, where the warrant 
s for the payment of contin'gencies, whith exceed the fum voted, it is 
:6iirft#riignefd by both; Salaries that have a continuance, are paid by virtae 
yt a ^'Maiient warrant; entei-ed at the office of the Aifditor of the Imprelt- 
^'tttft <fiifti the receipt for the falat^ is th6 Voucher for* the PaymaflerGe- 

MfBferrf, the warrait, indorfcd by the perfon rcceivioi it, is the 
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voach^c^ . Witere maay pcf fons receive ii^ider the faxrie wacraat, d^e iepsu j 
rate receipt pf pach, with tlie warrant, .a;-e the vouchers.^ Fci the^ payme^it i 
of 'Exdiequer fees, the voucher is a certificate from the Excheqoer ojt th^ ! 
fuiji pai.d. . . • . ^ -^ • . 

When ^.Tcgimeat IS cleared, the King's y^arr^j^t is obtalaed iar the full ! 
pay of that regiment, unlefs there is any r^fpil^; .this pay wau-rant, iacioFfe^d 
by the agent, together with the regimental Accpun^ book, ^gix^d J^y hipij 
and the receipts for the ofF-reckonihgs, ugne.d by the perfon; hayjng tl^c af- a 
iignment, arc the Paymafler (General's vouchers for the pay\of that regi- ' 
nient. The voucher for the payment of an .extraordinary abroad^ is the 
wa;-fant of the commander in chief, indorfed by the perfqn to whonnthe iVm • 
is paid, or his receipt for it, together with the King'$ warrant, coveruig pXL 
fuch payments, made in one or more years. 

In the ordinary /eryices, a payment igiadein ayear fubfisquent tp that in 
which it was Voted, is carried to the accoui;it of payments made in ti^year 
it belongs to, unlefs the account of that year is made up. * 

A refpjite, is a fiim dire^ed*by the King's warranty counterfigxied by the 
Secreigiry at War, to be dedudled out .of the whole pay of a regi;ncftt ; ia • 
cftnfequence Qf this warrant, which is fent to the ^ay-ofce,- that fura i^ not 
applied *fbr by the Paymafter General, but reiniins in the Exchequer. 

A warrant for levy money is made out by the Secretary at War, who fig- 
nifies from time to time, to the Paymafter. General, what part pf it if 
wanted ; upon which, he applies for that fum to the Treafury, and when re- 
ceived, iifues the whole of it to the agents 6f the regiments. 

Diilind accounts are kept of the Exchequer fees paid, aad alfb of the de- 
dudion of twelve pence in the pound, hofpital, and allowance to widows ; 
it has not been thought nccefTary to poll up and fettle thefe accounts, until 
the time the account of the year is made up in the Auditor's office. A diftinft 
account is alfo kept of the fum iffued upon impreft to the Paymafter of the 
widows penfions, and of the payments out of the dedudion of twelve pence 
in the pound, and one day's pay. 

The fums received by the Paymafter General, are either from the Ex- 
chequer, or the Treafury of Ireland, or from perfons whoie accounts have 
been fettled, and who have been diredled to pay their balances into his office. 
Sums received by him, under this head, have from time to time been applied 
by him in aid either of the army fupplies, or of the extraordinaries ; and the 
balance now remaining in hishapds, on this account,- is eight thoufand four 
hundred fixty-three pounds ten ihillings and four- pence. 

The yearly accounts of the Paymafter General are contained in two ledg- 
ers, the full pay and half pay ledgers 5 all thefe ledgers are kept open until 
the Paymafter General fettles his final account. 

The accounts of the Paymafter General, when firft fent to the ofHce of the 
Auditor of the Impreft, generally contain payments only, with their vouch* 
ers ; theyHrera«Hn there until the Auditor has examined them, and fends his 
queries to the Pay-office. The accounts of the firft three years and a half 
of the prefent Paymafter General, were fent into the Auditor's office before 
Chriftmas laft : no queries, relative to any of them, have as yet been re- 
ceived at the Pay-officfe. 

In every account fent to the Auditor's office, it is ufualfor the l^aymafter 
General to charge himfelf with the money received by him from the Exr 
chequer, during the period of that account, in one grofs fum, authenticated 
by the impreft roll, made out at the Exchequer ; and to charge himfelf with 
the 9ioney from the Treafury of Ireland, and with the fcveral fums received 
l^om other people ; and to Surcharge hiinfelf with the gain by exch^n^^^- 
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and with the poundage, hofpital, and allowance to widows. ^ He difcharges 
him&lf* by vouchers for all nis payments, ranged nnder theb fever^ heads 
of fenrices. • 

He is of omnion, that it would not be expedient for the Paymafier Ge- 
neral, upon tne refijgnation of his office, to pay over the balance then in hu 
hands to his fncceilor ; and that the fubfequent bufuieis^of the office ihould 
be carried on by him, for the following reafons : 

Firft. The Paymafter General has his deputies in various parts of tlie 
world, who are in the conftant receipt of large fums of moaey on his*account} 
fufficient time muft be allowed them to adjuil and fettle their accounts. 

Secondly. The fums voted for the army, are ilTued to' the Paymafter Ge- 
neral at difierent times, and under various heads of fervice ; if he was not 
permitted, after his refignation, to compleat thefe fervices to the period of 
the year his accounts are carried on ; but that part of thofe fervices is to 
be paid by him, and part by his fucceilbr ; it would multiply accounts, and 
tend to confufion ; and the army accounts, at prefent very intricate, would 
be more perplexed, and the Inaking out and paiTing them retarded. 

Thirdly. Great confufion wouldbe occafioned in the accounts, if wa^ 
>ants for the pay of the garrifons at home and abroad, of the gen^ and 
itaffoQkers, and officers of the hofpital, at home and abroad, voted in the 
time of one paymafter, were to be paid by his fuccefTors ; and the fame would 
be the ef(b£t refpefling the half pay voted for the reduced officers. 

CHARLES BEMBRII>GE. 

Guy Carleton, 

T. Anguifh, 

A. Piggott, 

Richard Neave, 

Samuel Beachcroft, > 

George Drummond* 
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A. 178;. 






50 - 



No. ii. 



f ^ 



r • 



Z^ ; An A C CO UNT of the funii iffued to Henry Earl of Lincoln, 
-.• . late P^i&aj^errQeneral of the forces^ (etween the 23d of 
December 1719 and the 24th of June X'jzo*^ fpecifying the 
- dite >34 amottjit of jeach iflue. _ - ♦• 

The foiQA iffiied to Heniy ^arl of Lincoln* late PayinaAer^GeneriLl of the 
force V hetween the zi^xS. DecemBer]7i9, .aftl the i\^ of June J720, 
(fpecityiM the date and amount of each ifiue) amdUAt io the imn of foor 
hundred ieventy three thottfand one hundred twenty-feven pounds and 
£xpexfgf farthing I vix. 



w ^ 



^ . 



.■%■» 



Hcvy ^Vl of Lincoln ;i— 



r "< 






c -• 



• i 



IBxchequer^ 
lie vf^ of June ijSi* 



I • V 



Date of each Iflue. 



loth December 1719 — 
1 9th January — f.! p-I 

iQth February -— '^ 

27th D'* ^' "-i 

23d March — •— 

^It.Apri^r i7?o . .*^ 

22dD° ~ — 

3d May — — 

i2thD^ — — 

27th DV ^, . 



A/nount of e;ach Ifloe* 



mmm^m^i^^f^ 



2OO>O0O — — 

59,oop' — — 
39,691 12 5 

X4*?35 5 5 
53,92^ 17 8 

39>693 J*. 5 
11,001 1 ii 

645^3 }\ 
39,693 12 J 

i,4»235 . 5 * 
.U),ooo — — 



/. 473,127 - 6; 






JOHN HUGHSOK, 



^ 




A. 178a. D E B A T JE ;S. : 40$ 

February 5. 



No public bttfinef8.«^Sir dtge Tonge fpoke of the conduft cf a s»r Ctar^ 
perfon at Hontton>' who had threatened the £le6ior$, and a day was Xcngt* 
appointed to hear the caie« 

JP'SB. 6. The ZW-^<'«^«^^£/*^^^J^/<««^^2iid before the Houfe, fome j^crdAiv-^ 
papers from the Secret Committee on India aiTairs^ which, he faid« catei^J^ai' 
formed a kind of fupplement to the two reports from that.comraittee, land* 
which he had already, had the honour to lay before the Houfe. .The 
order which the coBimictee had received, to enquire into the caufes 
of the Maratta war, hiad neoeflarily led them to go back many years, 
in the hiftory of bur fetliement at Madrv> that they might be the 
better, able to find out and afcertain the precife caufes of the war, to 
which the Houfe had thought proper to direft their attention : the * 

ta& was very laborious ; but they had fubmitted to it with readinefs ; 
parfusd .itiwith-fieadinefsand.perfe««rance; and had bepn able to 
ferm a third report, which he hoped would be ready to be laid on ... 
the table in eight or t«|ft days. With that report the proceedings of 
the committee would clofe ; becaufe with it, they fhould have com- 
pleated alLthc. orders they had received from the Houfe, as far at , 

leaft as their judgments, and the materials on which they had to wofk,- 
would permit tbem. He would not anticipate any thing, or pretend 
to bias the Houfe,* by ftating then the opinion of their committee, 
but this much he might venture to fay, that the committee thought 
that the bufinefs ought. not t6*fetl where it now ftood. He prefumed 
it would be naturally expefted, that the report jhould be followed 
with fome proceedings, and refolntions of the Houfe ; and very pro- 
bably- the expeftations of the Houfe would be turned towards him, 
as chaitman of the committee, to^ fet thefe proceedings aHoat ; he 
therefoie gave notice, that on 'Monday fortnight, he would move 
fome propofition, founded on the reports already before the Houfe; 
^nd on that which, bHbre the expiration of a fortnight, he fhould 
have the honor to prefent. 

The report was ordered- to lie on the table, and the learned Lord 
ynoved, that a fofitctent number of copies be printed for the ufe of 
the meittbers : the motion paffed of courfe. 

Mr. Alderman Ncwmham acquainted the Houfe that very great in- Alderman 
co^veniencies had arifen, from the praaice of our mailers of fhips Neiuttbam. 
^•anfoming them, after they had fallen into the hands of the enemy : 
the incoQveniencies, he faid, were infinitely greater than the Houfe 
epuld be well aware. of ; but thofe who were embsu-ked in trade felt 
them ytty heavily : in order to put an end to them, he moved for 
leave to bring in a bill to prevent his Majefly's fubjefts from ranfom- 
ing ftiips taken fronv them by the enemy. 

Lord Mulrra've confirmed what Mj*. Newnham had faid, andaflurcd Lord AT*/* 
the HouiSe they would find the fubjedl of ytvy great magnitude, and frrave. 
)>ighly deferving their attention. The motion was then feconded by 
. the noble Lord > and the queftipn having been put, leave was given, 
without any oppofition, to bring in the bill. 

Mr. Forney revived the converfiition which firft took place the day lAcPovsney 
{>efore.yefterday, on the fubjed of paupers. He faid that the practice 
of removing, thofe who were likely to become burthenfome to the 
parifh, called upon the humanity and good fenfe of the Houfe to 
|l^t|prpofe : ^e yarjons abuies committed on this head were almoft 

beyox^4 



4o( fARLIAME« T*A It Y A. ijJt 

beyond conception : Ke hixnfelf knew an in^nce^ when 50 indsftriocs 
families ^ad been driven from a pariib, not becan^ they wm 
po«r M* bnnhenfome, but for fe^ they. iboiUd* He coBciiuied by 

I moving for leave to bring in ^ biU t9jifef est. vexatious ttmonk. 

MiX^Uhru Mr; Otlbert faid he had turned his thoughts vetyvrachto thefub- 
jed> and after various endeavoun to frente a hill Dp<m it^hefira&d 
the queftion to be merely fpecuUtive^ bot hy »o oceans pnfiicable; 
at leaft be had found it far above his abiljttiea ; there were alfeaii|f 
Ibme bills before the Houfe» ^hicb he hi^j^ JboaOMjg t» hgiag ia, 
and he trufted they would aniWer ibme ^HN^porpofo which tlM 
lionourable memj^er had in view $ at ^U fiHI&^ .he wifiied the hot. 
ttiember wo^ld withdraw, bfs motion foF |)wii9rie&t» on til the htti 
thofe bills fhould be knows) or until theil* orations ihonid tea* 
perienced^ if they fliould pafs into a law* v 

%ttCmgt Sir Geor^t Tonge Qh]c&£A to the pption» and ilated vwieBscaib, 

Ytmp. in which luch a iaw as the Jioii^ jH^glbejr. wished to obtapa^. iwotid k 
iDJurioas or inexpedient^ 

^Kkhwd Sir RicbarJ tuttcn^ on the other hand, oppofed cafe to cafe 1 aai 

Smtt—* fi^m the caies he quoted^ he pronpufic«d ,that t h r o cc cfl ky of facka 
bw as his hon. firien^ was defirouf . to have paifisd^ innAfliilii every 
^ntleman* 

The queftlon was afterwards put on the motion^ whick was cmicd 
^ithout a diviiioB ; and leave wasapcoji4ingly gtiwHtrto Mr, Pbwief 
tip bring in his bill. ^. /** * * » . 

The Houfe adjourned in a ftffM aiioMli after* 
Feb* ;^. As this was the lat day fo«:^j«ceiviBg petitions on privtte 
buiinefs> there were a g|:eat many brought in; and a confidertUt 
time, of courfe, ^as fpent in readhig them. When they 9kh si) 
4^fpored of> the Houfe, on the mptiQn.of Mr» Fox, refoJved sMf iato 
a committee; to enquire into the canieaof the want of foceeiitf oor 
naval force during the war^ aiid partic|iAlarly.i» the year ij^* As 
{bpn as the committee was forni^d, the ckfksyite^ relieviag tin other, 
read through all the papers ^l|at had at various times been laid upoa 
^ the tfible by Lord ^Algrave, i^i, confequence ^f motioqato thatpor- 
pofe, made by Mr. Fo^i and which we ]|ii»e,iii[|ft|la4 » ttebeaeftr 
of our readers. The reading of thcie papers tookrisp direotlltoaR ,* ib 
that it was half an hour afcer ilx.^'clock, befbie . 

Mr. Fmt* Mr. Fax rofe to move a reibfution ef the oommtttee, Ibooded^A 
thofe papers. He faid, that if they had beendaid upon the cable tise 
enough to have been faiHciently pefufed by gentlemen, it wo»klhzve 
been totally unneceiTary for him. to make any remarks upon d^ir 
coatents; for the mifmanagement of our laarine appeared lb glaringlr 
from the evidence of thofe papers, that they inquired no eliKklatioo. 
But care had been taken^ that they .ftOuld not tome before the hoofe 
in fueh time, that the members could hl^ve completely dtgefted ^sa 
Before it was necefTai^y to ground any rtflblation #|i theA ; and tbey 
were produced in fuch order. Or rather djforder and coiilafioa, diarit 
was almoil impoflible, a^ter a ci^fdry ieading by the clerks, to oom- 
bine the different parts that related to fHtcii other.^ It was oa lilts 
account only that he tiio\ight hiiafelf exctifable in rankijig a lewcb* 
iervations, which he intended to coniine to fouf diffraeat he»fc. 

But before he would touch upon thd*e faeadr^ he judged it net in* 
proper to throw out a few ideas u> thd ODmmittee, on fabjedi, whkb, 
^Ottgh they wej» at prqfent out .^ the bounds af . the taspiirf be 
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tided €0 pre&f the occarrences to which he ihoald alladtf, fcav- 
happenedottt of the year 1781^ (to which year he meant to 
fine tke enquiry for thd prefent) were by no means inappli- 
Le to the grea^t objeft of the enquiry. The inftrudlions given 
Sir Charlea Hardy, to present a jundion of the French and 
.niih fieet9, had not beei^ laid before the Houie ; and he had 
mitted to it, though he wa» not convinced by the reafons 
en for with-hoidtnj| them ; but he lyvft needs fay, that if Sir 
arles was noit iMl|3fted tt> ^event f«ch a junftion, though, 
:he time allufded u^ we were not ait war with Spain, it was an 
pardonaiale, nay, n criteiaal neglefb in the Adnuralty. From 
: papers juft read, it appeared indeed, that Admiral Geary had 
eived inftrqdtions for diat p^rpofe ; but it was at a time, when 
ore was every degree of ptobaoiHty, nay, when it was known 
kt the fleets, which he was u^ have -kept afundcr, liad a&ually 
ned before he received his orders. Such had been ^e diligence 
the firH-Lord of the Admiralty, fuch his attention to the in- 
■eft of his country! Another thing very remarkable, that from 
e lilof JwMiary, 1779, to the beginning of March ;79i, not one 
Lgle fr%ate had been Rationed e^ Breft, to watch the motions 
the enemy. This was a circumftance, which, he was convinced, 
en the gi^ateftk'eoenies to Lord Sandwich would Scarcely have 
lie.ved, if it did not ftandcOn£rmed by the papers that had been 
ad; aond what was (ViU ^idsisre fingular than this omiffion, or 
ther ihamefui negledt, that'when frigates were Tent in the month 
i* March to cruize off Breft, it was at a tim^ when their cruize 
;»ukl sot be attended with any ufeful difcovery, for it was at a 
me wheo^jJiere was no annament carrying on in that port, ait 
le iquBdroas which were intended for fea having long before 
kiled for their di&rent deftinations. He had moved foir a lift of 
le (hips employed for the defence of Jerfcy, at the time of the 
(tack upon that iflaad ; but the retam made t6 his motion was 
xr from bring fatisiiid^ry, in fad it was no return at all ; for hav> 
Big called for the*:M{)i»eiiifloyed for the defence of the ifland at 
ke tiDM»it.wna atiaeked, the return made waOr a lift of (hips fent 
o Jerfey, after the expedition agaiittit had mifcarried. Having 
aid thus muck by wayof prefaee, Mr. Fox came immediately to 
h« y^9r 1781; to the naval tranfadions of which year, he confined 
he enquiry-^ In this year, he found four principal heads of accu- 
ation a^ainft Lofd Sandwich. 

ift. That he fuftered Comte de Grafle to fail for the Weft- 
[ndies, without making a fingle effort to intercept him. From 
£he papers on the tabie, it was tnanifeft that he had had the beft 
^d moft nnnttte intelligence of the equijpment, ftrength, and de> 
ftiaation of the force under that officer ; it was equally clear that 
h9 knew the taiae, or very nearly, when the Comte was to fail; 
and yet not the leaft attempt was made to block up Breft ; or givie 
the enemy battle after they had fet out. There were two circum- 
gapice^ width in this cafe rendered the firft Lord of the Admiralty 
highly criaiinal': one was that the objed of Comte de Grain's ex- 
peditioRiiras of tjue moil dangerous nature to this country : it was 
todeftroy its empire in the weft, and in fome meafare to blot the 
Britift. name out of the chitmicllcs of the world ; bat great as thefe ' 
O^jeSrwei^^ lie. w^ permitted to pujrfu# them without the leafb 

mo- 
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jB<rf<eftatidti on the part of Lobd Sandwich. Tke other ciicanv 
ftance which Tendered that naval Minifter highly criiniDa! was, that 
at the very time he had a force at iea, equal to the cm&plete de-* 
ftru&ion of Comte de Grafle and his fleet. Admirai Darby wu 
then at Tea with thirty fliips of the line, well equij^d, well man. 
^ ned» .and in the befb condition. But the evil genius of England 
would have it that Lord Sandwich fltould fend fuch orders to Ad- 
miral Darby, as muft nAcelTarily leiive a Afee-paffige for Monfiecr 

, ^e Grafle ; our fleet, ccmfiftinfi^ of thirty fHftff battleilups, pat » 
feathe ijthof March» 1781 ; nie Fi nnh Adpfeal, with twenty five 
Ihips of the Iine» failed the 22d ; (6 tlutt^^bdikiiral Darby had net 
been ient.out of the way» there would have fcarcely beenapoffibt- 
lity of the latter ^Voiding an engagement with us, either bdmt 

.we got to Gibraltar, or on our return from it.- But 'Laid Saadwidi 
as if fearing that the French ftHM^d be deftroyed, fent aid»s to 

.Admiral Darby to cruize off the coaft of Irelancl, to wait for the 

.ilore-Khips and viftuallersy that were to join him from Cotfce:-* 
Here waft he Rationed till the z/th of March, liefbre he was joined 
by the tranfports : — ^In the mean time, the French cdhdnaed thdr 

.voyage without the iinalleft intermption ; and what was the cod- 

. fequence ? he really wanted words to de%ibe k^ the coB&qKOce 
was as dreadfal as if London had been^unril^' we kid hk off 
iflandsi Sir Samuel Hood had beea (kfeated, ot'iiearly To; and cor 
loiTes and difgraces were comptetei'lj^thefurrender'of L<»dCovB- 

.wallis's army at York'-Towft. Re'4fefired Gentlemen to confida 

' that the naval Minifter had it in M? power to prevent all tlwfe di6- 
ftera, and to. have cru(hed them in the very embryo^ bj^leadiif 
Admiral Darby to meet Comet de GraiTe ; bat diaa lAftd S 

. doing it, he fent the Britiih fleet to cruisse iii a quiortemihlete k 

' sioft be entirely out of the track of the Freiich. He dc&%d ^uj 
would confider that.it was hot for want of* intelligence of die dr- 

^£gns, number^ and liren«t)i«f the enemy^ that heonikttf ftsding 
Admiral Darby to meet MOnf. de Grafie^ bat it" wim Jft e i * trnm ^ 
had the moil coii«& intelHgeiice on ti iB' ' il i iH f tft '/<iit 'teHfcm op 
fleet to Ireland. - ife defired gentlemen wouli coMddMtk* tod 
fay whether it was credible l6it it could have happenai* wMwt: 
"^ treachery fome where? But fuppofing treachery totally oift-dF^ 
queftion, thofe who (hottld think fo far favorabfy of Lead Smd- 
with, as to fuppofe him incapable of treacheiy> muft ffill incts- 
dour admits that from the evidence contained in the papiers jvk 
read, that he was totally inadequate to the management of tk 
navy of this country.— —No one could conceive the reafea wbr s 

. fleet of 30 fhips of the line ihould be fent out of their way to Irr- 
land to meet the tranfports from Corke, which ouglit tolttvehea 
ordered to join the fleet in the channel ; if tliBIt had bedh-llle cuk, 
there was not a doubt but Admiral Darby would liave'givea i 
good account of the French ; and perhaps he might Jiave anife^ 
time enough to fall upon the realr of the Spaniflr fleets wlddi, aftc? 
a cruife of two months, was returning in very foul ooadkidli, t» 
.Cadiz. It was a very great injury to our'aflatrs, thtt-Oooiile^ 
Grafl^e (hould not have been intercepted in the'EurOMikleis: 
bat' ftill, an able flrH Lord of the Admiralty mi^tl Bi il lte . 
that it was not irreparable; for he might ftilt ka«e JMMM ^ 
.Conue's expedition, by a proper detachment fntaf^^Bim^ 
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Darby's fleet* It was his buiinefs to have given orders to oii^. 
:omman<kmo detach to the Weft-Indies, if it (tionld. {o happen 
thsLt the Spaniards ihould not difpute -the paiTage of the Srreights 
vith us. A minifter of common forelight wonld have faid to hi5 
idmiraJ, either the Spaniar^t will iight you on your way to Gi- 
>rahar, or they will not. If they Ihould not, then you will im- 
nediately difpatch a part, of your fleet to . the Weft-Indies, tcf 
ountera^ the Comte de.Gr^e.*^Thi$ ^epuld have been the Ian— 
ruage of a provideo|^%«iinifter ; but it ivas not the language of 
^ord Sandwich. I£ he ha^rib inftru£led Admiral Darby, a de- 
achment tf clean Eng^tfl) ihipsi without convoy, would have in 
[] probability joined Sir Samuel Hood before the Comte's arrival ; ' 
nd in that cafe ther^ was .every degree of likelihood, that the 
Tench would have been defeated. ^ ^ 

2d. The fecond head of acc.nfatlon was the lofs of the $u ' 
^uftatius convoy. It appeared, from the papers before the com^ 
littee, that , Sir George Rodney had written to the Admiralty 
bout this convoy h&fore it failed ; and acquainted the board with 
le courfe ii was to fteer : this letter was received on the 25th of 
larch. When it was .received, it was well known to the firft 
ord of the Admiralty, as the committee had learned from the' 
apers^ that a fquadron was fitting out at Breft, the command of 
hich was giv^ to Monf. .de k Motte Picquet. Admiral Darby 
as then lying off the coaft of Ireland ; but no orders were fent to 
im on the fubjed. Admiral Rodney's letter faid, the £ufiatius 
>nvoy was perhaps the richeft that had ever been bound for £ng^ 
nd. Mr. Fopc obferved, that. as to the riches that were on b>>ard 
^ it, when he confidered how they had been acquired, they were 
le ricl^% the lo^. of which, of all others, he fliould leaft regret; 
It ftill, as it. was thciduty of the Firft Lord of the Admiralty to 
oteA it^ his negle^ Mias alone fuiEcient to (hew how difqualified 
; was for the ofHce he held. The iqttadt*on under De la Motte 
quet had h^en aitpnfiderable time fitting QUtf veiy regular 4n« 
lligence hadr^en twUinkted to the ilsdmirakyy of the progreis 

prepftisatioAs during the months of February, March, and 
pril ; and yet not Oiue ftep^had been taken to guard a|^8inft it : 
d this was the more criminal, aiS we were at the time in almc^ ' 
ily cKpe^ation of the arrival of the Jamaica, as well as the St« 
iftatius Aeet : no preparation, however, was made to aiford them 
oteAion ; and all that was done was, that two frigates had been 
fpatched to meet them if poflible, warn them of their danger^ 
d enable them to avoid it, if they could, by making fome port 
Ireland, or going north about. One of the frigates fto'tu* 
tely fell in with the Jamaica fleet, which' accidentally efeaped 
? danger ; but the "St. Euftatius convoy was taken, at leaft in 
vt, on the^d and 3d. of May. The toavoy had.beex^ expeded 
;r /ince the receipt of Sir George Rodney's letter on the 25th * 
March, and Lord Sandwich knew of the preparations of Monf. 
la Moti€i Piquet, from the beginning of February, and yet no 
p had l>e|» taken to protect the on^, or defea.t the othi^r ; nay, 
great was the negligence .of the firft Lord ^ the Adbniralty^^ 
.t lie aever thought of making Admiral Darby acquainted with 
I exp^Aed arriv^ of the: St. Euftatius convoy, till the 10th of 
ly ; , and < then diipatchpd a frigate to him^ to givehixQ, orders to 
^ot. V, . " Ggg fail 
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fail ta t particular latitude^ in order ix> proteft a Qonvay, which 
had been taken jofl feven days before- the frigate had been dif- 
patched to hhn : how the probability was, that this frigate could 
not reach Admiral Darby t^ much lefs than a fortnight ; ib that 
near two months had elapfed between the receipt i»f Sir George 
Rodney's letter, giving notice of the failing of lh« convoy, and 
the time when Admiral Darby got orders to fail for its prote£^ion. 
^■■ j .He aiked gentlemen, if this alone was not fufficient to juftify 
any j|iotion that he ihould think proper to make againft the £rft 
Lord of the Admiralty ? There was^nly one ^cuie, which how- 
ever poor for a naval miniApr,^ ought to be admitted ia fuch a cafe 
9fi the prefent; and that was, that he. really had not. any. force 
fufficient to cope with Monf. de la Motte Piquet ; but poor as 
this excufe muil be in the mouth of 9s Englifh naval minifter. 
Lord Sandwich was not fqrtnnaie enough to have it-; for it ap- 
«. pearcd from the monthly Vetitrns, that there werediip^ enough m 

port^ which^ from the month of March, when Sir George Rod- 
ney's letter gave notice of the intended failing of the convoy from 
St« £uftatiu£, to the latter end of April, might have been got 
ready: he read a lifl of the ihips, -and, including one or two fif- 
ties, there appeared to have been in our differeivt pc^ts fwtl^^ fail 
of the line, .a force fuificient to have defeated Monf. de la Motte 
Fiqiiet: he read alfo the. returns fromK^e guardihips^, ilating the 
numbers on board, from which he ph>ifed, that if we had mips, 
jfib.alfo we hsid men to 'put on boani- of them : fo that he con- 
cluded, that the iofs of the convoy could and ought to be attri- 
kufied only to the mifinanagemen^t,- or fomething worfe, of the 
££& Lprd of the Admiralty* , ► . t 

y ^ , ,3d. The third head of acculati»n was the letter fro^^tfie Ad- 
ffiiral^'^6 the Mayor of Briftol :«— Admiral Darby, as appeared 
from the papers, had acquainted the Admiralty, thait he had. 
feUen in with •»> Sivodiih brig> the mailer of which had informed 
him, tba,t be had b^exi boarded by a frigate^ ui|4er Spfnifii colours, 
belonging to the combined fieei6, whidi niere ^n i» the channel ; 
toi that in coixfc^^icnce oTthbinieUigence he^ad thougbt^oper 
to return up' the channel lbit«ord€rs;,'andb^(i putintO'Torbay. 
And here it was to bp cbferved,. ^t the ,jin alter of the brig was 
an.£ngUfhnvivii, ^'ho would not deceive^ his countxy, and whoie 
jcmnial confirmed his Hory. How did the Firft Lord of the Ad- 
jiuraJcy iinfwer this l6tter?- In an iivfulting nwmner, telling the 
admir^kl he did not believe the. intelligence-^ and adding if the ac- 
count had been trqd that th^ combinibd • fleets had appeared in 
focbt'ar^atitude, he (Admiral Darby) mud hav^ feen them. In 
anf^rer to iho\Mayor of Brfilol,'lie faid that the combined fleets 
' were n(X iathe ch«jniiel> and thkt AdlniralDioiri)^ had^ put into 
Torb^y only:'tO' wateft.. : Thi& he-ipuft Baye jcnown at the tirae-tQ 
have been a falfehood; for the admirat^in his letter ^afiigned aver/ 
difierehc/ reaibn for -rQttirninganta p(«ty '^ that it looked as* if the 
siava^ minilUr JMt&t];ted to &n£oat^ th<^ trade of 'Briftol by hlducing^ 
ii|^ - meffcbama- tt>:'SRendt iheir ^tjp$ >«o' feci, ^ that ho mlglit^delirep 
l^;bm' xntoi^ the; Sander x^ the enani^, jirft.K«^ ^;had'feftt C^tnio^ 
Mffatra7>nt(^ cht^Isoid^of Admiwiiti^ 'Bu^ tO'ftew^ ho^ 

>:omp}etety the Admirdiy eiclfer had bseti dedei^sed iiftlf; 0r'^«4 
deceived tik«lMi^o» of Brifibl^ ir'appeariML j)hAt< I^dH^Slotmont 
-'•-,. ' < '--hudj 
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had, on the very d^y of the date of.thc'Admfr^lty letter to the * 

Mayor, l*cn"t an cxprefs to lu^xl Carlifle, with ppiitivc intelligence 
that the enemy was in the channel. " ..*.',..; 

4th. The fourth charge rel;^ted "to the mana^exnen'Cof the Dutch 
war. That war was, he faid, of all fbolifh, abfurd^ and mad un- 
dertakings, the moft fooliihi the moft abfurd, and the moft mad, . . ' 
It ha4 been reprefented to that Houfe, in order to get them to '„ 

approve of the war, that the Dutch were in- a mp ft defenceless 
flate ; that there was a very ^reat pa^cy for us in Ho]land ; and 
that we had. only to make a yigorous effort in the beginning, 19 
give that party the fup^rlbrity in the councils of the republiif.^ 
Upon fuch a ftate of the cafe, would ricvt any one ^ave expe£le^, 
that 'the naval miuifter would have ilenalized the outfet of the 
Dutch war by an appearance of an.Engliih fguaironin theTexcL? 
. An.attack might furely be expelled to be attended wit'h every fufj- 
ccfs that we could wim for ; but nothing was mor« foreiga to 'tlv? 
intention of Lord Sandwich : he fufl^red the enemy to equip thofe 
iliips which he might have deflroyed in the Texel; and then 
brought them to an a^ion, which certainly redoundca greatly to 
the honour of Admiral Parker and his officers, and of the enemy 
too ; but which was far from ending in fo decifive a vi^loty as , 
might have been expefte^, over an enemy who was. reprefented 
as weak and ct\ervated.— In this cafe alfo» as that of the St. Eu- 
ftatius convoyi Lord Sandwich, h?id .many j(hips which he might 
have fent to reinforce Admital Parker : the Sampfon, of 64 guns, 
' 'was one, which, iniftead of fending dire^ly to the admiral, Lojd 
Sandwich fent to the grand fleet, to wliich place Ihe was to be fent 
for, if wanted. Here he took an opportunity to retra^ ^, thing which 
he had a^er^ed, in a former debate, viz.-«-that it was merechanoe 
that hs?i made the Berwick faff in with thefquadron in the North 
Sea. This he found not to be true, for it now appeared that it 
was by order of the Admiralty fhe had joined the fquadron. The 
fquadroh under a \^vy gallant friend or his, and a member oi that 
Houfe, (Kdth SteWart; had been kept in the ©owns for the pur- 
ppfc or watcjiing the Dutch $ how well they had been watched* 
the ftlS'arriVal oTAJmiral BylandKad proclaimed to the world: 
yet in this, he pre&m^d his gallant triend was not to blax^e y ^t 
leafl, he had neverb^n Called to an account for it. ^ \ 

As W epitome of all the other charges, he fubjoined a fifth, 
drawn from the lateft circumftance, that of the niceting between 
AdmiralKempenfelt and the Breft fleet. He read the names of 
the fhips which might have been fent out to join our rear admiral ; 
and which, incluoing the fquadron in the Downs, made about 
twenty fail of the line: with this force which might, he faid, have 
been lent out, it was not to be doubted but through the known 
bravdry and abiEtfes of Admiral Kempenfelt, we fhould have 
completely deflroyed the French fleet and convoy. . 

He concluded, bv obferving^ as he had done already on a former 
occafionA that his ftrft motion ought to be for a removal of Lord 
'Sandwich from his Majefty's councils ; bttt he thought it inexpe- 
dient now ; he wduld iirll move a cenfure upon, him, and if he 
fhould carry that, he would follow It up with an addrefs to 'the 
'King, which no doubt 'w6uld have . its . effefts ; and then uk|- 
doubtedly, he would purfue the enquiry through every* part, when 

C g g 2 the 
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the mmiftcr whofeadminiftration (hoold be the fabje£k of It, fhould 
no longer be veiled wh the power to defeat it. He then moved 
the following refolutioo-*— " That it appears to this committee, 
" that there was grofs xnifmanagement v^ the adminiftration of 
*« naval affairs, in the year 1781." 
lard Jrffc'/. Lord MulgraVe expreiled his furpriie at hearing amotion wkich 
iruve* could not be paiTed but in direct oppofitioa to the mafs of evidence, 
which the Committee had heard read. He truftedj however, tbt 
though there had been fonnd one member who was not afraid to 

•fly (o openly in the face of evidence, there would be very few who 

•would liipport hinii in common qaeftionsin that Houfe, gentle- 
men might make it a point to adhere to their leader^ and earn- 
him through with every thing he propofed : but in fucK a cafe a- 
the prefent, he conjured gentlemen to refleft how improper, hcu* 
unjttll, how unfair, i; would be to purfue fach a principle, when 
the private honour, charsfeflert fituation, and fortune of an indlsv 
dual was at ftake : upon thefe they were going to give judgment; 
and he trufled that all party coniideratiohs would be abforbedic 

'the fenfe of their own private honour and confcience ; and thi: 
the principle of Mr. Grenville's iaw in the decifion on conteiifd 
eledions would be found to operate in the prefent cafe. MuJi 
had been fuggefted about treachery ; to that he'^uld make no re- 
ply, becaufe he was convinced that no one in that Houfe believeii 
it, nay not even the accufejf himfelf. Much had alfo, on man;; 

•occafions, been faid of the regard th«? noble Earl, whofe conduct 
was the fubjeft of the enquiry, had for fituation, and the grey. 
defire he had to retain «nd preferve it: but might it not be ir.- 
ferred from this, that it was imprpbable he (hould do any thir^, 
by which he might forfeit that iittfation ? if he had an intereit m 
prefcrving it, might not thofe who charged him with mifmaii.ige- 
mcnt have an interell in driving him from/ that fituation? Tney 
certainly might : and therefore gentlemen fhould be on their guarii, 
left they fhould miftake in die enemies of Lord Sandwich, a fond- 
nefs for his fituation, for a love of jufticc. .. 

• The hon. member blamed the Adssiraity for not having ftati- 
oned frigates off Brell, froa January 1775^ to March 1781. T-c 
h€t was truly ftated, but no charge ought to'be deduced from i^ 
becaufe little or no intelligence could bd procured by frigatcj 
looking into Breft, unlefs triey had been there Rationed from i 
fcjuadfon, as it were, to dare the enemy tb come out ; the reaibn 
why, in other cafes, no benefit could be derived was this, the 
frigate mufl pafs by Ufhant, and immediately iignals would b: 
niade along thecoaft to Brelt, to give notice of every thing thi: 
was in the ofHng ; and fh'ps would be fent out to drive away irit 
frigate.— Another charge made by the hon. member was, th-t 

*no fhips had been ftationed off Jerfey to potcft that ifland. U 
the gentlemaji knew what a dangerous flation it was for mea ci 
war, he would not be furprized that there were none ftarionei 

-there in win^ter. The people on the ifland had been always given 
to underftand, that in caie of a fadden invafion, they mult truil to 
the forces on the ifland for defence in the firft infUnce ; and thit. 
on the iirfl intimation in England of their danger, relief ihould 
be inftantly dil'patched to th^n^, 
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With reipeft to his firft great charge, relative to the failmg of 
Comte de GrafTe, the evidence which lad been read, iafficiently 
pointed out a reafon why he had hotheen intercepted. The ;;e- 
lief of Gibraltar was looked for by the whole nation ;' and imxi 
the befl intelligence^ which the committee had heard read, it was 
underftood that the Spaniards Intended to nipet us, and give us 
battle. The intelligence, as the committee had heard, had heldi' 
this language for two months : the Spanilh force was fometimes 
varied in the accounts; , but the force was » generally flij^uating 
from 30 to 36 fail of the line, beiides frigates, and }8 fire-fhips, 
coUrded for the purpose of bumins the Briti(h fleet in paflihg 
through the StreigKts. To. oppofe inch a force, it was highly 
necefl'iiry to get together a fleet that Ihould put it out of the power 
of chance to defeat bur- expedition : fuch a force was collefted; 
and would it have been priideat to have rifqued the lofs of Gib> 
raltar on the bare duince of meeting with Monf. de GjsiffeT 
Would it have been confiilent with the" ijpirit of the nation, to 
have- taken any flep that would look as if we had been bullied out 
of our parpofe of relieving Gibraltar, after the Spaniards had in 
a manner challenged us, after they had thrown down the gaunt« 
let, when they drew- their fleet in line of battle acrofs the mouth 
of the Streights? All Europe looked at the time for an engage- 
ment between the two^ets ^ the Spaiiiards were fure of it ; and, 
when the Britifh fleet appeared in fight of Gibraltar, the befiegers 
cou]d fcarcely believe tneir eyes ; .and on that day ihey iirft opened 
their batteries ag^nft the tov/n. In the ifttean time our fle^t in 
the Well-Indies had not been forgofteii; information ^as dif. 
patched to. Sir Samuel Hood by a frigate, of the failing of Comte 
de Grafle ; and when the latter arrived, he did not feel himfelf 
fo fupcrior as the Ijon, member feemed to rcprefent him, fot he 
three days conflantly refulcd the challenge which Sir Samuel 
was daily giving him to renew the engagement. But, the hon. 
member would^iay, why were not fome fljips detached to the 
Weil-Indies from Aio^ral Darby's fleet ? The reafon was obvi- 
ous ;, it was upon tliat fleet alone we had to depend for the defence , 
of o«r coafts, the protedlion of the Channel, the fafety of our 
convoys, and the annoyance of the Dutch, 

As to the fecond charge, the lofs of the St. Euftatius convoy ; 
he would fay that there had been much more reafon to iuppofc 
that Monf. de la Motte Picjuet was bound for America, than for 
the coaft of Ireland ; but that as foon as his real deftination was 
known, two frigates had .been dilpatched to meet the Jamaica fleet 
and the St. Eullatius convoy : one of them was fortunate enough ' 
to fall in with the former, whiph went nprth about, and efcaped 
all danger ; unfortunately the other frigate did not meet with 
Commodore Hotham ; and the misfortune, which it w^s the wifli 
of the Admiralty tp avert, fell upon the convoy. The honour- 
able member ridiculed the idea of fending a frigate to Admiral 
Darby long after thedapture of the convoy ; but the convoy was 
very near being re-taken ; for as foon as the frigate reached the 
fleet. Admiral Darby was detached with tea-fail to look out for 
Monf. de b Motte Piquet; and he came fo near him, that one 
lii^ht a fl^ip of each f^uadron had a very Iharp engagement. 
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TJ^e third charge, relative to the combined fleets, and the letter 

"to the mayor of Bridol, was of much lefs weight than the gen- 
tleman feeincd to think ;'4ind, fiift/as 'to the^combined fleets; 

'the mafter of a brig faid he had been boarded by a Spanilh frig2.tc, 
and fh^t flic belonged to a very large fleet of men of war ; the 

* Admiralty did not believe the intelligence." 'Truly it would be a 

.dangerous thing to be in ofHce, if aminiiler was to' have a charge 
made'againft him in parliament every time he fliould be found not 
to have believed the ftory t!\at (kould have beeA told him by a 

•merchantman! Oh! but the mafler of the brig was an Englifli- 

*man, and therefore his intelligence might be relied on. Th's 
war had afforded inflances that an Knglilhman couW betray Eng- 
land as well as an enemy could. Well, but his journal confirmed 
his ftory. Yes ; but it was poflible it might have been.made for 
the very purpofc of confirming the (lory. The rcafbit why the 

,Admir;ilty did not believe the intelligence, was, that ft was di- 
Tc.&ly contrary to the whole tenor of the information they had 
from Spain ; from which it was coiijefturcd, that mofl* probably 
a part of the fleet was cruizing off Cape Spartel, while another 
part was fent to Minorca. On the other hand, the Admirilty 
luppcding the maflcr of the brig not to have impofed upon Ad- 
miral Dajby, accounted for the fleet he had feer\ at a great dif- 
lance^ in this manner: jufl about that time a very large convoy 

'of loo fail of tranfports was to fail froih the ifle of Rhe, and 
might at the time be jufl in the latit*ude, in which 'the m after of 
the brig faid he faw a large fleet. It was upon this principle that 
the anfwcr to the mayor of Brillol was made, and not for thepur- 
pgfe of decoying the trade of Briftolinto the hands of the enemy, 
juft as Captain Moutf ay, as the honourable member was pleafed 
to fay, had been fent tp deliver up his convoy to the Spaniards . 

.As to Capt.'Mourray, (it -was with real concern of mind he faid 
it) he was cen Cured by his judges for his condiift in that affair; 
and indeed it was not' without pain that he heard that officer'* 
name mentioned fo often' with Very little refp^ft'; becatiie« until 
that fatal day, when he loll his convoy,' his liatee flood high and 
unblemifhed'in his profeflion ; and, therefore, 'h^'had rather pafs 
his name^Tr in fifence, than fpeak diffefpeftfufly of a very g:if- 
lant officer. The lofs of the convoy might b^ attributed to the 

^merchants, who had ordered their thips to toiich at Madeira for 
wine, he did not blame Admiral Darby for returning to port 
for orders ; on the contrary, he thought he adled for the good of 
the fervice, and confiftently with that judgment and flcill which 
he difplayed in the expedition to Gibraltar. There were two rca- 
ions, why he would neither blame the firttLordof the Admiralty, 

yor having told the mayor of Briftol, that the fleet had pat into 
Torbay, only to water— One was, that he did not think it nectf- 
fary, that the mayor fliould be made acquainted with the na/cns 

rf)f- ourntonceuvres at fca — ^The other v^as, that the admiral had. 

:in one of his letters faid, he would put to fea again with the firil 
fjfirxvind: this did n6t look like an intention m him to remain 
cooped up in Torbay. * 

The fourth charge had perhaps lefs in it than any of the fbrmrr. 
TV reafdn Admiral Parker did not flop before \}ie Texel to pre- 
' • ■ V. . • •. . . > , ■ • ■ ^ * vcfil 
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tnt the Satch from coming oni, was, that he Had a very great *-, 
envoy to carry oat, and anouier ftill morfc-ralu^ble to bring home : 
perhaps indeed thb latter might be called (he moft valuable that, 
ad ever reached England j for it brought n^ home naval fupplies 
>f all forts, fuificient for the exigencies of our whole navy for two 
'ears. He was free to cqnfefs ^t the fame time he did not think 
t would be a very great.mark of prudence in government to iftation 
i fleet in the Texel ; he* had never indeed ferved in the North • 
).eas ; but ftill was of opinion, the Texel would be too dangj^rous 
L ftation for a fquadron. The uncertainty of the latitude in \yhich 
he Vice- Admiral "might be met wttEh; was the reafon why the 
>ampfen had not been ient to him dire£k}y: i^ut fhe was feut to 
he Gun Fleet, where the admiral was. acquainted by a frigate, 
vhich failpd before the Sampfbn was ready, (he might be found, 
f he (ho|ld ftand in need of her. His Lordlhip exprefted his 
"atisfaftioii, that the hon. membef had difcovered his error, with 
efped .to the Berwick : from that circumftance however, he hoped 
yentleme^ would learn not to truft much to the aon. member's 
iflertions* as they had now a proof that he often made them with- 
out an}' grounds ; and he flattered himfelfthat they would require 
^ufficieni evidence for every aflertion made; though evidence wat 
1 thing which the hon. member did i^ot feem much inclined to 
tviih for; it was his woriir ejieihy, as it detefled in many inftances, 
where he expeAed that his friends would (wallow his afTertiofis, 
for proofs ; they had' now* a very recent inftance that if they did, ^ 

they would be. the dupes of their own credulity. ' 

With Ecgard to Admiral: Kempen felt's cruize nothing new cam< 
out ; that fubjedt was fo much difcufled before the hoUdays, thar 
not any light was thrown upon it. 

As ,to the lri)n. Commodore (Stewart) to whom the hon. mem- 
ber had alluded, 1^ character did not ftand in need of his praife; 
and therefore it was unneceflTary for him to fay, thar he • was 2 
gallant a&d an al»)e oi^er. If th^ ftatioh, in which he hadbeetf 
placed by«^ 'AA^}pXtf^ had not appeared to him the moft pro- 
per'fof watching the Dutch, he would have remonftrated againft 
that ftation ; and as .he did not rcmonftrate againft it, it was flat" 
tering to the board that an officer of his fl:ill and judgment jhould 
approve ff the ftation. If, on the other hand> he did not inter* 
eept Admiral Byland, there was every reafon to believe from the 
xeal, aflivityjf. gallantry^ and fkill of that Commodore, that it 
was becaufe the thing was impoflibU. Gentlemen would confider 
that tracks at fea were not like roads on fliore, where there were 
turnpikes, at which thofe whom we might wifti to fecure mutt 
pafs. 

His Lordfhip concluded by obferving that the Comrilittee was 
going to pronounce on the*chara£ler of an old and* faithfal fervant 
of thecrown; and as he truftcd that in either acquitting Of con- 
demning him they would be fwayed only by evidence, fo he 
trufted' mat they would fitid-in the papers that had been read tq 
them, ample evidence of the innocence, merit aird a£livitybf.thtf 
BarlofStiOidwidi, 

Mr. Alderman Ne^-wnham feompHmcnted Lord Mulgrave on the'Aliifrman 
ingeniotts defence of hi5 friend, and ftid it did juftice both to his <^^'w»*tf«- 
head an4*ta-his' heart. He Hamcd- Admiralty iot having fo" fat 

A given 
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^▼en way to the merchants, as tp faffer their fhips to touch at 
Madeira ; the (ailing of the cpnvoy under captain Moutray^ to- 
wards that ifland, had been the f uin of many m^i of property in 
London. He begged leave to meet the noble Lord on his own 
ground about a turnpikel If there was a poilibility of fuch a 
thing, the Admiralty had ca^fed the convoy under capt. Moutray 
to fail to that turnpike, where thie enemy was waiting; or they 
would never have fuifered the fleet to fall for Madeira, to take in 
wine. Could not a few (Ixips have gone there and loaded, and 
afterwards joined the fleet, inftead of taking the whole fleet there ? 
furely they could ; and he was flrmly of opinion* that the trade of 
Briftol was meant to have been facrificed to the eneihyv at leaft: 
the Admiralty did all that lay in their power to do it. 
loKdF««'«. Lord Howe apologized to the committee for not being fo well 
acquainted with the contents of the papers on the table asi he could 
y^iiti ; but from whr.t he had heard in the courfe of the debate, as 
well as from the extracb which were read, he begged leaie to offer 
fbme remarks. In the article of frigates being ftationed^to watch 
ofl* fired, he had the misfortune, he faidj of diifering with the 
noble Lord on the floor, (Lord Mulgrave) even in his profeflional 
line, 'as he looked jupon frigates fometimes to be neceflary, and 
fbmetimes to be ofed with.iafety.i No doubt quicker and more 
certain intelligence was generally to b^ gained over land, but fri- 
gates could tell whether an enemy had iailed out of harbour or 
not, and confequently give that intelligence to the main fleet. 

From this his lordihip animadverted rather to what a Board of 
Admiralty fcould do, iTian what the prefent Board;, of Admiralty 
had done. Here he went into a number of naval minutiae^ in 
which he feemcd to fliew great profeflional knowledge and obfe-va- 
tion ; he particularly observed, that much fliould he left to the 
difcreticn of a commanding oflicer of tried (kill and integrity, as 
fo many things depended on the inflant, which the Board of Admi- 
ralty could not pofnbly know of, which, if ne^efied, the fame 
occafion might never occur; he feemed to. apply this laft remark 
to the corijdwft of Admiralty tovy;ards AdmiralDai^, as if fufioi«nc 
powers were not given him at the time he put into Torbay, when 
the comliined fleets were.out. On this point his lordihip took 
/ occafion to mention? an anecdote of Admiral Darby, very much to 
his honour ; he faid, that when that Admiral was but, a lieutenant 
of the fecond deck under Admiral Rowley, he was pointed out to 
him, r.fter a very fevere adlioi>, as an officer of fuch diftinguifti/ed 
merit, that though all over bruifed and wounded with the fplintcrs 
occafioncd by a cannon ball, he refuied being carried down to be 
- drefled, but flood to his quarters during the whole of the action. 
This he thought it hii d^ty to mention on- the prefent occafion, 
and to remark at the fame time, how-xmortii^djig it muft be to a 
brave mtin to fly from an enemy. To decline fighting he gbferveJ 
was in fome refpcdls a degree of pi:udence-, but though .we were 
unhappily engaged in fo general a war> it could not be alw2(ys de«» 
fenflve, the time Would come, when we mult ad on the ofenflve^ 
let the rifqiie be never fo great, and perhaps it was better tp do ic 
.,, . . ip/tim^x Jeft the confequences may be more fatal. 

In refped to the afEair of Admiral Kempenfelt, he ftw it irt 
qiilte a different light to what the noble Lord did, ^f -aip .enemx 

was 
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vas preparing a force, no matter of what deiferiptioil, it was tlie 

Duiinefs of the Board of Admiralty to know, as far as they could, . 

^hat that force conlifted of; and if they could not precifely afcer- . ^ ■■•»: 

tain that, to take care to fend out a fleet rather fuperior than 

Dthervvdfe. But it appeared that the Admiralty knew of 17 or iS^ 

fail being in readinefs ; they therefore had a right" to conclude .a 

iundUon of the whole, and be prepared for them. No fuch con- 

luft, he obferved, had been adopted; on the contrary, twelve 

fail of the line only were fent, and the excufe for that fmall numr 

oer was, that no more ftips could be ipared. Admitting this Jaft 

excufe to be true, he then would aflc^ why they were fent at all.^ ' - : 

IS it was Gonfefled by the noble Lord it was very uncertain whether 

they could smeet with MonC Vaudreuil; and he could add, having 

met with Mo^f. Va-udreuil, it was very providential they vvere not 

ill captured;* .j 

Before the noble Lord fat down, he caKefl on Lord Millgravc- 
to fatisfy him in this I2IH: particular, as he would "be goverhed ia 
jiving his alTent or diflent to the, motion in coafe<juence. 

Lord Mtilgrave faid, he always liftened to the noble Lord with Lord MuU 
jreat attention and refpedl, and only diiFered from him on points ^''*'^«' 
in which he cpuld not be convinced. He then replied to the 
queftioil relative to Admiral Kcmpenfelt, in which he did little" 
more than re-ftate the reafons he gave at lirft, ^ 

* Lord Howe faid thofe rclalbns were Hot fatisfaftcry to him. LorJ fAwi«. 

Mr. Webh condemned th^ Admiralty as ufual, but particularly lAi.jVebk* 
with reipeA to (hip building in merchants yards. He faid he was 
g^lad to £ind that what he had faid before on tire occaiion had prq* 
d need a good effeft; for now he found that con trafts had been 
made- in all the yards in the river; in one for a fhip of 90 guns.-r 
There were a great many fhips on the ilocks— he had a lift of them ^ 1 
in his hand : they amounted to 35 ; butiie believed not more thai 
ten of them could be launched this war, were it to laft for fevea 
^ears. The R6y^ Sovereign ^t Plymouth had been in her frame 
thefe fevea years, and was now completely rotten. He would re- 
uommend it to the board, to give fome expeditioa 'money to the 
builders, and they being enabled to employ more iiands,, and give 
better wages, would launch fhips in a very fhort time; hy theft? 
means the Shrewfbury had been built atjcj launched in 14 months. 
A builder at Brillol had built, with great difpatch, a fhip of 50 
^ns, and was promifed a contradt for another of 64 guns ; bu( 
kvhen the former was completed, ht could not obtain the contrail 
for the ^fecond, thoiigh^ on the promi-fe of it, he had ptkrchafed 
io,oool. worth of timber ; and now the yajrd lay idje. Much had 
been. faid about the high price that Mr. Wells had demanded; 
from what had been faid, he really had imagined that the pricei 
tvas exorbitant-, how greatly, therefore, was he furprifed to find 
k was no more than two killings and ftxpence per ton, the pric^e 
for fhips of 74 guns being 17I. 12s. 6d. forfhips of 64, 17I. los. 
Et had been faid^ that the p-oud ftomach of Mr. WcHs had been- ' 

brought down ; but in faA it was the prond flomach of the Admi- 
ralty, that had been brought down, by coming up within 2s. 6d*^ 
9f Mr. Wells's price: the navy was the only, at leaft the principal 
inflrament of our fafetv ; and as he found it did not increafe in the 

YohY* - Hih iaods 
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hands of the prefeat firftLord of the Admiralty, he would vote for 
the motion. 
Mr. JihM Mr. John Townfiend fpokc for a con fiderable time in favour of 
^etvufiend. ^|jg motion. Reprobated the Flrft Lord ojf the Admiralty for 
fending out a frigate to defire oar fleet to go* North about, which 
was».he faid» a plain indication to them, that we were not able 
to fend a force able to cope with (iit fail of the line. He reminded 
the Houfeof Lord Sandwich's declaration in the Houfe of Lords, 

• * * 

and afiinned> that he was confident oar navy could never floariOi 
while he was at the head of it, as mofi of our able admirals weie 
driven from the fervice. . "* 

fAr. Penten. Mr. Penton rofe, and defended Lord Sandwich on nearly the 
fame grounds that Lord Mulgrave did. He indfted, that the 
whole force of the nation had been exerted, according to the beft 
advice the Admiralty could get. 

Mr. PiVf. Mr. fin fhewed the fallacy of Mr. Penton's argument refpcd- 
ing the whole force being employed, when it was plainly proved, 
that a confiderable part of oar marine la/ idle at the time the 
fmall reinforcements were wan Ag; ^^ was of opinio^, that a 
motion to remove the Firil Lord of the Admiralty would have been 
much better. 

lord iV#r/A, I^ord North got up to give his negative to the inotion; he de- 
clared, that Lord Sandwich, fmce his coming into o^ce, had got 
a bettejr fapply of timber, a greater number of fhips^ than weie 
employed laft war, and had proVed himfelf a iteady friend to the 
public.—- It was unfair> unjuft, and hy no means candid to decide 
upon his merit by a partial enquiry of four fads,, which had l^a 
ilated, but what he by no means would allow to be proved. He 
was of opinion, the motion for Lord Sandwich's removal was far 
mpr^ juft than the prefent one, which feemed to be framed and 
determined upon before the papers to give t^e infor^iation were 
read, TH^ noble Lord admitted that many of our bei( o£cen 
^ were unemployed, and difgufted, but it by aq means appeared 
that they had any iuft caufe for thdr difguC ' Minifters. were 
charged on mere fuipicion: no proof whatever was giveoa^and 
upon this conje<£luraLaccufation the Houfe muft decide. 

Ad. Kepfeh Adpiiral Ktpfel confirmed Lord Howe in - every ^gumeat he 
madf ufe pf, and gave his hearty aiTent to the motion. 

J. Deertng. ' Sir Kd'ward Deering fpoke againft the motion. 

Mr. Pltu ^r, Pitt rofe, and explained feveral matters that had beeA mif- 
reprefented by Lord North. After which 

Sir FUuber Sir Fletcher Norton got up, and declared to the Houfe, that it 

Narton* Y^ashis intention not to have fpokc upon the oiccafioti, but toha\e 
left it to more able hands ; bat when he obferyed profeflional men, 
and thcKe of the firft authority, give their fentimehts^ {o corref- 

fonding "with his own, he could not fit and fflve a filent.vote. 
[e then entered into the bufmefs with much judgment^ and gav« 
^s hearty aAeht tp the motion, 
Mr, SbtTi' Mr. Sheridan fpoke with great energy, and commented on wbat 
^'^* had fallen from £ord North ; particularly in the exprefficm, tiuc 

though there were many of the beft officers difgufted, they had 
no caufe of difgufl. He condemned the ]v>ble Lord^ in pointed 
terms, for expreiBng.fuch language^ at a time wb«X that Hoa6^ 
^d all- the world knew an4 felt wq treatment which the vioraa 

commandcii 



>,^. 



A. 1782.' DEBATES.^ ^i$ 

commanders of the fittt hai experienced. The hon« gentleman^ 
withmoft forcible expreffion> declared his abhorrence of language 
fo difrefpeclful and unbecoming, after their fhamelefs behaviour, 
by whicn their country had^ in its wbrft moments, loft the benefit 
of affiilance from fach di^inguifhed ch^raders as a Keppel^ a 
Howe, a Barrington, a Parker, a Harland, a Pigot, a Byron, 
and all the others whom they had driven into retirement. * He 
repeated many of the gallant aftions of thefe men, aftd fpoke in 
high terms of the juft influence which they pofTefled in the navy, 
aud the credit which they had with the people.-*-The prefe^it was * 
a time to fpeak out. Men muft not noW, from reafbns of per- 
fonai prudence, keep from the knowledge of their countty, the 
reafons which induced, or which con ilraincd them to relinquilh , 
the fervice. There wdre feveral of thefe officers then prefent in 
the Houfe, and he hoped they would now rife, fired at the in- 
fult offered them by the expreflioA of the noble Lord in the blue 
ribband, and explain fully and clearly the reafons which they had 
for withdrawing. One of thofe admirals (Keppel) had given that *■ 
explanation. His reafons had been too evident to require dif- 
clofure ; but there were other dilfinguiihed admirals in the Houfe *^ 
who had not been foe;{!plicit, aud of whom all the world entertain- 
ed the highed opinion. From their accocmts the Houfe would fee 
whether there was either decency or modefly in the language of 
the >ioble Lord ; and alfo whether, after fach behaviour to men 
fo eminent, it would be either juft or prudent to fuffer the Earl of 
Sandwich to continue in place ; for he was a man born for the 
deflradUon of the Britifh navy. , 

Admiral Pigot, after fome paufe, evidently intended for Lord AdxmralP;' 
Howe,' ro(e, and ftat^d in a manly and clear manner the condudl t^^» 
of the Firft Lord of tite Admiralty towards him ; by which it ap- 
peared that Lord Sandwich, having firil folicited him to ferve in the 
mod flattering terms^ had offered him a command by letter which 
he had the day before given to another officer,. Admiral Gambier ; 
*— that afterwards, on the breaking out of the: French war, on 
Admintl Pigot's renewing his offers to ferve, the Firft Lord of the 
Admiralty afked him direAly for his intereft in the India-Houfe, 
the charge of the murder of Lord Pigot, his brother, being thea 
brought againft the friends of Lord Sandwich. On the admiral's 
refuiing, Lotd S. told him, with a fneer, that he would acquaint ^ 
his Majefty of his readiness to ferve him,-^and from that hour he 
was never applied to more ! 

After fome further debate, Mr. Fox rofe again, and concluded Mr. Fex^ 
. the whole in a fpeech of conflderable length, in which he animad- 
verted with his wonderful powers on the weak, puerile, and abfurd 
arguments advanced in contradiction of his motion. He particu- 
larly adver^ted to the arguiflefits and aflTertions of Lord Mm||tave, 
and after replying to every material matter, that had arifen in the 
cdurfe of the debate, concluded with a forcible appeal to the in- 
dependent members of the Houfe to aflert their privilege, apd by 
a full and manifeft declaration of their, fentiments, be inftrumental 
to the falvation of their country. 

The committee divided — • Ayes 185 

Noes 205 
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speaker. The Speaker, then refumed the chair, attd the Hotrfe adjourned. 

'Feb.. 8*. Being the day appointed for the general fail> attended 
divine fervicc. 
S*r Jofepb Feb. II. Sir Jofepb Manjuheyi moved^ that the call of the Hoafe 
Mdaivbey^ \^^ adjoumed to this day fortnight. 

'This motion brpaght on a tedious convjerfation, feme members 
ddiring that the Houfe might be the* called over ; others wifhing 
to have It adjoarned, that ic might be dill kept kiitoging over the 
heads of members^ in order to iti£brce attendance. The Houie at 
laiV divided, when there appeared 

For the mot ibn 53, Again ft it 46*, 

The order of courfe remained fbr calling the Houfe over. then. 
Mr. .^ff- Mr. Stepbenfcn moved that the order be difchargcd. This re- 
fheftfon. newed the conteft. Mr. T. Townihend faid he had n<^ objeAion 
to the motion; if the honourable member meant nothing more by 
it than to have the order difdiarged* that a new order might be 
made for the call on fome other day : but if by his motion he in- 
^ tended to get totally rid of the call, he would certainly oppofe it. 
* y^fter feveral memliers had fpoken for and agairift the motion, it 
«.was withdrawn, and another was made that the Houfe be called 
over on Thorfday fe'nnight. This brought pn.anothe> divifion, 
when it was carried by a majority, of^— 7. 

Ayes - 105 Noes .♦ - 9S 

Mr. Fox, Mr. Fox made a complaint to the HMifeof . (what he called) a 
v^ry fv^rioiis nature. A petition had been prefented by one John 
' Saanders, againft the return of the prefent members for the borougk 
of HindcJn: that Mr. Saunders, it feems, had pledged himfelf to 
the eleftors not to withdrawhis petition, but let it go to a com- 
* ' mittee ; and the eledlors who wilhed to have it tried by a coi|imittfe 
had given him (Mr. Fox) to underitand that the confequencc 
would have been, that the feat of, at leaft,.ooe of the fitting 
members would undoubtedly have been vacated. However, the 
eleftors had learned that this fame Mr. Saunders had at length 
agreed to withdraw his petition, and they had applied to him to 
ojDpofe any motion for the purpoCe in the houfe : he had pranfed 
them he would ; and as he meant to perform his promife, io was 
grfeatly furprifed to find, on coming into the Houfe at about a 
q^uarter after four o'clock, that the motion which he had promised 
tor oppofe, had been already made, and the deiired leave given- 
' to Withdraw the petit iofi, the fitting members having expreflcd 

(very willingly, no doubt) their confent on the occaiion* The 
whole affair looked like a collufion ; and he was of opinion that 
the Houfe ouglit to come taa refolution, that no petition com- 
" plaining of an undue cicclion (hould be withdrawn-, unlefs a fuft- 
cient reafcn Ihould be afligned to' the Houfe for withdrawing it, 
arid unJ«fs one day's notice, at leaft, ihould be given- of the inten- 
tion of moving for leave to withdraw it. 
Speaker, ■ "V\i^ Speaker {aiA, the motion for withdrawing the- petition had 
Been given to him, as loon us he had taken the chair, at half pail 
two o'clock; but that he had kept it back, ^ill it was paft thrcf 
o'tlbck, arid until he thought there was no more buiinefs tocoffi^ 
before the Houfe. 

Colonel Barre defired to know when the extraordinaries of tbe 
army ihould be brought before the Houfe. He obfervcd, that a? 

thcv 
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they were made up from February to February, it was furcly tlm^, 
that on the nth of February^ they, fhoald be on the table. At 
leaft he thought that the grofs fuins might have been long fince 
made up. There was now and then a day, when but little bufi- 
nefs was done in the Houfe ; gentlemen might therefore avail 
themfelves of this circumftaiice^ to read, and make themfelves 
acquainted with the eftimates^ if they had Ijeen before the Houfe. 

Lord Nor/il> £ud the accounts were making out asfaft as poilible; hov^ North* 
and that as ioon as they were- ready^ they fhould be laid upon the 
table: be cojild not tell the precifc day when they could be pro- 
duced to the Houfe ; bat he believed they would be brought up ' 
in a day. or two. 

Feb. 12. The Secretary eet War brought in a bill relative to Secretary at 
balloting for men to fervc in the militia, during the fummer ; and *^'"'* 
it'was read the firft time. 

Sir George Yonge rafe, but not to oppofe the bill in its pre- Sir George 
/ent ftage.; he faid he cpuld noty however, remain filent after a y<"»^^« 
bill had been read whieh wa$ calculated to fubje^l the counties to 
new hardibips refpe^ing the milifeia; fuch a bill, in his opinion, 
ought not to pafs, unle& ibme very cogent reafons were £rft urged 
to the Houfe. On a former occafion he bad expreifed a defire to 
have fome papers laid upon the table, which would throw fome 
Kght upon the fubjedl matter of the bill ; but his defire had not 
yet been gratified : his motive for rifing at prefent was to enquire 
of the right honourable member on what day h^ intended to move 
for the fecond reading:? 

The Secretary at War admitted that the bill would impofe new Secretary mt 
hardfhips on the diiferent counties ; and the only excufe he had for ^^^* 
wilhing to impofe them was, that the public fervice, and the fitu- - 
ation of affairs abiblutely caHed for fuch meafures, as the bill pro- 
pofed. As to the papers mentioned by' the honourable member, 
though they were not ordered by the' Houfe, he had neverthelefr 
given direflions, chat they ihould be copied ; and as> they would 
be ready in a few days, the honourable member^s deiire would of 
coatfe (hortiy be gratified. Bat as it was neccflary, that if the 
biil pafTed at all, it 'fhould pafs fpeedily ; he requefted that the ho- 
nourable member would not oppofe the fecond reading ; but referve 
himfelf for fome pther flage of the bijl, when he trailed the papers 
wkich he ihould ihortly have the perufal of, would remove his dif- 
ficulties. 

Sir George Tcfngv had no objection to comply with Mr. Jenkin- S\t George 
{bn*s requeft; he faid, that perhaps the perufal of thofe* papers ^'"'^'* 
would alter his opinion ; and if he could be convinced that the exi- 
gencies of the tiipesabfolutely required fuch a bill, he would give 
way to the Hate- neceflity, and withdraw alloppofition. 

Mr. Pennyman gave notice, that on a future day he would move Mr. Ttniy- 
for leave to bring in a bill for efFeding a reconciliation with «<»»• 
America, and conu>lidating the wealth and flrcngth of the Brltifh 
empire. "• 

"•Feb. 13. 'About a quarter before four o'clock, the Houft re- 
iblved itfelf into a committee, to confider further of the ftipply 
granted to his Majelly. Mr. Ofd then took the chair of thie com- 
jnittees and^ 

Lord 
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Lord Li/* Lord Lijiorne toft to move feveral rdblutions fervarums fums 
borne. of money, under the different heads of reboildittg, repairs, &c. of 
fhips ; and in general, for the ordinary and extraoa-dinraiyexpences 
ofche navy for the year 1782* His Lordihip ftated> that the efH* 
mates for the ordinary of the jnavy for the current year, exceeded 
thofe of the lad, by 23,000!. and he accounted for this excels, by 
Itaiing, that it had been Occaiioned by the great number of officers, 
who had been^put on the fuperannuated lift, by penfions given 10 
oHicers difabled in the fervice, and to the widows of thoie who had 
been flain in it. The extraordinaries of 'the current year exceed- 
ed thofe of the laft by a very coniiderable fom indeed, no leis than 
209,000 1. This excefs arofe, he faid, from the very great number 
of ihips repaire4, and getting ready for public fervice. After this 
fhort explanation, his Lordihip moved his firft refolstlon. 
C;irf. Mln^ Capt. Minchin defcanted a coniiderable time on the immenfity 
tbiA, of money that had been voted f«r the navy, and the comparatively 

ihameful (late in which it now appe^ed^ The money that had 
been voted was, he faid, either not applied at all, or misapplied in 
the moll fhameful manner. In the reign of King William, the 
navy of England had been doubled; and not more than 900,000]. 
had been expended for that purpofe : and in the prefent year, the 
bare eiliniates for extraordinaries, for 12 months oidy, exceeded 
that fum. So many millions had been voted for the navy, during 
the adminiilration of Lord Sandwich, thM if the whole navy of 
England had been annihilated when that adminiftradon began, 
Lord Sandwich, with the fums voted to him, might have built a 
completely new navy : and yet, after all the liberality of Parlia- 
ment, there were no more than ninety*two fhips of the line fit for 
fervice this year. — ^It had been a pra^ice, he obferved, with the 
prefect admiralty to patch up ihips (merely to deceive the public) 
and fend them to Tea, when they were really unfit for fervice. The 
Blenheim, of 90 guns, had been equipped, and ordered to join the 
fleet at the time of the grand naval review ; and Aidi was her con- 
dition at that jundure, that merely to attempt to j^iin th^ fleet was, 
to her officers and men, a much mure dangerous fe)rvice than any 
they could haveheen Tent upon in any other fhip; inhere the danger 
j from the enemies was the only one to be apprehended : ihe was or« 

! dered back again to port after the review, and there fhe remained 

f ever ilnce, totally unferviceable to the public; and thus whatever 

I ^ money had been expended on her, previous to the review, was 

\ entirely loii.-^-The Arrogant appeared upcmtheeftimates fbr-four or 

£ve years back ; and yet it was not till lately that ihe was made fit 
for fervice ; had the Admiralty been mptt diligent, and got thif fhip 
and one or two more in readinefs, time enough to have joined 
Admiral Geary, that officer might have feen Captain Moutray and 
> his convoy put of danger ; and perhaps, by i&iling in with the 
Spaniih fleet, have put an end to the Spanifh war, at a blow.— — « 
Th^ Thunderer and Stirling-caflle, the lofs of which had plunged 
many families ii^to grief and mourning, were in fuch a flate of re* 
pair, that he was informed by many expert feamen j that they were 
^ eonvinced thefe fliips might have weathered out the flormin which 
Acy were loft, if they h^ not been fent to fea, when their condi- 
tion was much better fuited to a dock, than the fea. From fadi 
aiteuiageiaent as he difcovered throughout the whole coadaft of 
k the 




A. I74«. DEBATES.* 413 

. the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, he could no lof!$;er repofe cooS- 
dencein him; aiul therefore he was detemunedtkot €o voce a fliil- 
ing) of which he ihoald h«ve the mfinAgemeat* 

Capudn y^inf Luffrdl ^not feeing the €ond«6t of the Firft Losd Capt. John 
q£ tjie Admixajty in the feme point of view, did not think htifx ^'*^™^' 
criirinal or re»rehenfihle ; ind therefore he would vote ibr the 
efllmates on the taUe ; wish a thorough aonvi^ion that the money 
the conunittee ^as going to vote, would not he mtfappUed : he 
Jcnew the diligence and attention of: the.noUe Earl at the head of 
the Admiralty ; and upon comparing his admimfbation with any 
former one, he found the comparifon toiire in favour of that no* 
ble Lord : the inunenfe quantity of ftores* with which all the yards , 
abounded, bore ample teftimony to the fort^ght, prndeace, and 
attention of the naval minidcr ; and, for one, he ielt himfelf 
hound JO thank him for layingin iiipf^es, which the greateft ex- 
igencies of the flate could not, for a- very confiderable time, ex- 
hauft.— He then took a comparative view of the ftace of the. navy 
in the year .1762, and in iy^i% and drew a. concluilon greatly 
favourable to the adminiiration of Lord Sandwich. ,He ad- ^ 

mitted that, perhaps, we might have had a few ihip^ mote than 
we haye, but the^ blame lay, in his opinion, on the fhip-buildevs 
in the private yards, who had refufed to work, unlefs the Admi^- 
ralty would .comply with their exorbitant demands ; and if the 
board refilled thofe demaniU, it-waiS a proof of their, oeconomy^ 
»nd good hufbanding vOf the publicmoney. 

Sir George Tonge was fo far from joining the laft ijfeaker in hi2 Sir Ge<trg§ 
praife of this fpecies of osconomy^ that he mofk heartily con- ^<w»^« 
^emned it ; for he obfervedy t^at whilft we were faving a little 
paltrji^^ipn on one hand, we were lofing millions on the other: 
at ijU los. per ton, we w^-e able to get fhips built in three years, 
or three and a half; and at 20I. per ton, we mig^t have them 
launched within the year; thus, to firve jos. a ton, we deprived 
ourfelves of thi)ie jftips which m^t he bon got ready ; and 
ivhich wauM imabk us tt> put a glorious end to the war, and of 
courie.to the annual expenditure of 24 millions : fuch <Btonomy 
was culpable, and he .was iurpid^od that it could enter into any 
man's head, to ^pM&fe thf Admiralty for it. For his. part, he 
^i^ed that fome expedient could be adopted, for adding to the 
lumbers of ihip carpenters and others already employed in ^e 
lock-yards : this, he faid, might be done, by introducing houfe* 
:arpenters« and making the 0upwrights take apprentices. 

Mr. Penton aflured the hon. membo* that the board of Admi* Mx.Pentw^ 
alty would h^ld themfelves obliged to him, if he wotdd fuggeft 
3me plan, by which the nnmher of workmen in our yn*ds might 
e u/efully encreaied : if fuch a plan could be found as ihould 
romiie fuccefs, the hon. gentleman could not be more ready td 
ropofe* than the boaid of Admiralty would -be to adbpt it, 
f any ichemes had been thought of; but the moft likely plan 
hich was meant to bd adopted, or at leaft in his optniq|i>deie^ed 
> be fo, was to force the private builders to take apprentices $ 
•r now they drained the royal yards of their men> by giving them 
ore w^^es. 

Mr. Huffey could not read the eftimates on the table with con)- v^x^Bujfej^ 
on patience : they were flitmefuliy exorbitant \ and chqr were 

drawn 
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irtwn uf in a nahiier to impofe upon the public : from tiiofe eM- 
m^tes the committee might be led to think that nine new ihips 
would be launched this year by government ; bat it was clear 
that this Ava0 an impoiitiony as three of them were to be launched 
yhr not Jy ^vcmment ; thefe were the G^iges, Camatic, aod 
- Bombay CsSUe« voted by the India company: fo tb'at we were to 
have fewer (hips of the line in our fervice this year, than in the 
lail, yet the expences were increaiing : diis was an infulc to the 
nation, and to common fenfe. He found in the eitimates, that 
though the India company made a preient of the hulls, mads, and 
yards of the above three men of war, yet there was a charge* of 
J500I. for each of thefe ihips, merely in that ilate, in which the 
company intended to deliver them to government^ free of all 
expence (Col. Barre fuggefted to him that there was a chaise in 
•the eflimates of 33,000!. for thefe ifaips.) He then complained 
of the flownefs ov" our proceedings in building and equipping oai 
ihips ; and he could not help acquainting the committee, by way 
of contrail, with a circumftance which had lately^ come to his 
knowledge: an Engliih gentleman had been ibme. time ago at 
fireft ; and being on a footing of intimacy with a Fr^ench officer, 
belonging to the dock^yard, he told him he fhottJd be glad to fee 
the yard, ifaflranger, and particularly an Engliih man, could at 
that time be gratihed with fuch a iight ;. he at the fame time ex- 
prefled his fear to the French officer, that he had urged an impro- 
per requeft : the latter, however, afltrred him that he had not^ 
faying, that'if fuch a requeft had been made dujring the M war, 
it could not have been complied with, becaufe it would have 
been impolitic to difcover the poverty of France at that period.— 
JBut as her yards and her navy were at prefent in the moil itooriih- 
ing condition, it was her intereil that her enemies ihould iee uith 
their own eyes a fight as glprious to France, as' it muH be morti- 
fying to England* He then took the Englifh gentleman into the 
yard, from whence he faw a iUp of the. Hoe afloat, which had 
'been launched only a few days before. The French officer aiTaied 
him, that no more than 95 days had elapfed between the time 
when her keel was laid« and the time when ifae was launched. Ib 
10 day«f nM»re fhe was complete] v rigged, hatf .taken in her gons 
andproviHons £or fix months, and was ready to fail at a moment^ 
warning.— F- 

The former part of the ftory,^^ relative to the 95 dsyc, he gave 
only on truil, as he had only the French ofHcer's word for it ; but 
of the latter circumflance, namely, that fhe was comj^etely fit to 
go to fea ten days after ihe was launched^ he could give proof at 
the bar ; his friend had been an^ eye witnefs tcT the fadl ; and he 
didiiot know but he might^be able to prevail oci him to prove it 
to the Houfe ; at prefent, the gentleman had this objeftion to ap 
pearing at the bar, that he was. a£*aid he fhould make enemies to 
himfelf. • If the. French Copid build with fuch expedition, what 
was thereaibn that we. could not do fo too?— —-It was not for 
want of money ; it was not for want of materials ; it mu^ be tor 
want of.exertio^x and .diligence : and yet, if ever there was a wr 
in which exertion and diligence were necefTary, it was th^ prefent. 
' What would, the Admiralty do, if the report relative to the force 
in the Te;cd flxovld be true f The report was, that there were p 
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nen 6f war of different rates, and 16b traiiijpbfts^ wltS (^acLji 
(ieatcnant an4 fome ihiiitary force oti fcoarc^ ; and tftjtt tile wholef 
couvoy. were to fail together^ and force tlieir way ddivn the 
Channel. 

Lord Mul^rdve otferved", jvith refped to the three iTiipSi jpre[- Lord MJ^ 
"ents fiionx the India Cxynjany,. he niu^ inform the Konotir- ira'ut. 
ible menalier, that thbugJ^'cEe hulls, malts, and yards were to fc 
^aid for by the.pompany^ ftlll there were always a great many 
things wanted in the body of* the fnip^ and^ which were not to bfe 
furniited by the company, nor yet came* within the elfim'ate iot 
rig^ng and provifions : and thefe things would coft, accordiligtb ' 
iflfimate, about 1500I. per fhip, which added to 9000 1. romc^odd . . 
hundreds per Ihip for rigging -and provifions, would produce nearly 
the fum iuggefted by a rigi>t hon. member of 33,000!. in all* 

Mr. tiddfworfh held the Admiralty to be highly fcpreheniiBle*, Mr. Ualif^ 
in a variety 0/ inftaiices. In thje faleof the ringing, &c. of prices wdr/i», 
taken from the enemy, 'h-e found prafttces prevailed whicli were a 
fcandalto the board. He faid it was cuflomary to cut theriggirig 
to pieces, and fell it for rope-yarn. He particurarly mentiohed 
this-to have, been done wj^th tlie rigging of the Gibraltar, whei 
fhe was brought idto.^jao^^after having been taken by Admiral 
Rodney from the Spanjijj^^, : her rigging was then in very gooa 
condition, and yet it'vvja^cut up ; her cables v/ere as good as nt"^ % 
nay, fome of them had never been ufed ; and tiiefe fine cables', v 
better than any that had been afterwards put on board her, were 
cut to pieces, and fold almoil as lumber; and fhe was detained.- iiji ' 

port, to the great deirl men t of tlie lervice^ for other cables, not i 

half fo good as thofe which had been cut up. ' 

There was another great caiife of compUinfih the'fale of fliigs ' 

belonging to Government; whenever onewas fet up to (ale, there 1 

was always a Combination of perfons wHo bid^fbr her, to* the" ex- 
clofion of atiy others ; thus Ihe was fold, perhaps, for 800 1. and , 1 

immediately' after w^ fet up by the perfons concerned' in the'cbrf- 
btnation, who fold her a^am for loool. aiid divided ,tHe profit 
among, themfelvca. 

Tke power that the workmen ifd to carry a\^ay chips, wai^ not ; 

founded in oeconomf, for he had rpafoh to tliink that muc6 fef* 
•iceable* timber was deftroyed, and much time loll to the jsublic, ) 

by the workmen making chips for themfelves. At the faks of 
lumber, in the yards, he was convinced that maiiy very fcrVlce* -' ' 

able articles were^difpofed'of uiider that name, and for a trifle; . 
apd afterwards fold back again to Government for the full Valui. I 

In tlie tranfporf fervice there was great fault to be founJ, becaufe I 

in that department there was ftiameful prodigality of the public ! 

money : he knew .one inftance, where a traniport, hired at 12b I. j 

per month, had 2oa4* worth of oats to carry to America ; ffie was ! 

out more than 16 months ; fo that the carriage of 200 1. '^ortli of | 

corn had really coft the nation upwards of 2000 K Theftf were 
public grievances, which were fuffered under« the prefent Admi- • ( 

ralty ; and as they were of thtf moft ferious nature, fo he could j 

lio longer trufi an Admiralty that tolerated, or connived at them\ 1 

Mr. Fdk faid that a> circumftance had occurred to his inin3> M^ f9^ 
whick he did not think of at the time when the debate of Thurf- 
day laft was concluded j and that was-^tHat'thc refolution he had 

Vbt y, I i i that 
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that day moved in the committee, relative to the mirmanageffien: 
'of the navy, coold not be entered in the journals^ as mc pro- 
ceedings of a committee mull be reported to the Hoafe, before 
they can find their way into the Journals ; and as in the cafe k 
alluded to> the committee . had not come to any refblutdon^ Irs 
motion having been negatived^ there was. of couHe nothing for 
the committee to report. He was refolved, however, at all eventi, 
that his motion ihould appear upon record ; and therefore he tk 

fave notice, that on Wednefday next, he woald move in th 
lovkCe/ a refolution, fubllantially, if not literally the fame, v. 
that which, on Thurfday laft had been rejefted in the committee, 
lord Mul' Lord Mulgrave obferved, . iii reply to Mr. Holdfworth, that if 
Xr^ve, }jg could put the Admiralty in the way of coming to' the proof? 
^ of ieveral of the things he had mentioned in his ipeech, he might 

reft aflured that the Board woUld lekvc nothing undone to hn!:| 
the offenders to j>uniihment.— ^The felling; of the rigging cf 
prizes was merely, i« confequence of the diiJerence which feme- 
times was foulid between the rigging of foreign ihips and that if 
our own; but if cables fit for fervice were cnt np, it^-asa 
•grievance which called loudly for rcdrefs : the fales, however, in 
'all the yards, were carried on under the' immediate infpefHcn j" 
the commiflioners, officers of rank anji^''^erit j and who, hebf- 
iieved, from a regard for their own honbtifi wonl^ not fuffcrfccli 
grofs pradices, as the hoiiourable membfr 'complained of,' to exil 
As to the combinations he had mentionedi he really did not know 
of any means to prevent them, but thofe which were already in 
ufe : the fales were all.advertifed ; and if people woald not atrend 
"them, to break the combinations, he faw no remedy, no more 
than there .was inXondon, to prevent the combination of broken 
*at an audlion : on the other hand, he had known fever a! ftfcmces. 
Hvhere the Admiralty had, with a degree of hardfhip tocaptor>, 
Vompelfed them to fell their prizes to Government, at a far k- 
'ferior price, tixan they could have had at a regular fale. As fnr 
the trani'ports, and the particular cafe mentioncfd by thehonour- 
■able member, where the freight coft ten fiines^**aV ikiuch as tif 
cargo, hecovild oply,fay, that fopietimes fuch circumftancc* might 
uiiavoidLbly happen : a tranfpor*l, hired for the hionth, might by 
"contrary winds, &c. be prevented froifi beirft^mployed in carn- 
/ing any thing, but what was firfl put on board of her ; in ihelafi 
•war, from fimilar circumftances, it was faid, that the water fent 
'out to our fleet in Quiberon-bay, coft Government feveral (hillings 
•per gallon : and^ yet, in cafes, of this kind, if was iiot politic to 
difcharge the ihip, becaufe it was with difficulty the tranfpf«ts 
' could be kept in the public fervice, while there were fuch grear 
* ofi^ers held out for them by the' merchants; and he c6ald sdTare 
' the hon. member, that if the public loft on one fliip, it gained op 
. others; for He underftood from the Comptrollef'-of^the Navj', that 
m:any endeavours had E>eeh made by the owners <>f tranipbrts in tbe 
public feryice to be releafed by the Navy Board from their con- 
tra^^s, becaufe they could employ their "fhips to To much more zd^ 
"vantage in the merchants fervice : but theTe endeavonrs had always 
been refifled, • - . • 

♦ The idea of introducing houfe carpenters into the dod^yttd5, 
^ ^ was fpecious and impoQng ; but he believed it to he neatly im- 
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pradlicable ; for Aich were the rooted prejudices of the fliip carpen-. 
ters, that they could not bear that perfons not regularly bred to " 
tJieir bulinefs, fhould be introduced to work among them to their 
ownjgreat injury, as they fhould by thefe means, find apprentices 
lefs ferviceable to themfefves, becaufe lefs wanted in fuchcircum- ' 

fiances by government; and ke believed, that fo rooted we^re thofe 
prejudices, that if the plan fuggcfled of introducing houf^ carpen- 
ters into the yards fhould be adopted, the lives of thefe men would' 
not be in fafety ; and indeed, fome regard ought to be paid even to- 
the prejudices of men who continue conflant in the public yards, 
when they might find mo(e-advan;tage by working in the private 
ones. A plan had been carried- into otecution fome few years 
ago, from which great advantage might be derived : the fhip- 
%Yrights were pbliged to take a certain number of appreiitices, and 
no mdre at a time, to inf(ru£l in their bufinefs: thtfy were, not 
permitted to take as many as they might wifh for at firft; but by 
ccgrees, they were allowed tq take in more, fo^tSat there fhould • 
be always a conllant fupply and fucceflion of yoimgmen regularly 
trained up to the bufinefs. 

Lord thiAfg faid, that the honourable member, who had on ^'"*-^^*«"«» 
Thurfday made a motion againfl the Admiralty, could not poffibly 
word a cenfure more fevere again ft that board, than might be 
found in the ^ce-of the prefent efllmate| : here his Lordfhip went 
i!jto a minute detail of them, to prove his affertion. He then 
took a general view of the cbndufl of the board ; and urged, that 
the navy could not have been worfe managed than it had been 
under the prefent commifSpn : but ft 11, if the Firll CommifH9ner 
fhould be Removed in* con feonence of a vote of cenfure paffed by 
the ^Ojufe> he did not fee hy whom he fhould be replaced. He 
afked it an honourable Admiral^ fo. often alluded to, (Keppel), 
would accept of the olfice ? He afked if the noble Lord on the floor 
(Mulgrave) thought himfelf fufHciently qualified for the office ? In 
a word, he wifhed to know if Lord. Sandwich fhould be removed 
to-morrow, whp wa& tfae.perfon who would ^illingly fucceed him ; 
or wlio the perfon was, whom the Houfe wot^d recommend as a 
fucceflbr ? Would the noble Lord who had a feat at the Admi^ 
ralty Board, and MJio feezed to have the ^countenance of the. \ 

minifter in that Houfe— would he take the command? — A Lord - 

of the Admiralty was now greater than an Admiral, and perhaps 
he might afpire to it. Having mentioned the diflkulty of pro* 
curing a new arrangement, he urged the neceffity of union. He 
recommended to all parties to refleft on the fable of the old man's 
legacy to his children— the bundle of twigs: if they would all 
unite for their country^ he did not doubt but fhe would foon refumo 
her wonted luftre and fuperiority in the world. He blamed the 
Admiralty for dilaforinefs in building their fhips 5 in leaving them 
to rot in their fran^es, like the Royal Sovereign : at the fame time; 
he faid, that a fhip might be too foon built; and that he did not 
believe the ftory of the French fhip, that had been launched in 
nintyrHve days after her keel had been laid : he believed the 
French officer might have told the honourable member's frieiid (o^ 
but the natural levity and vivacity of a Frenchman, and the great 
dcfire he has to furprizs ^an^rs, and Imprefs them with an idea 
of the grcafnefe ana power of Prjuice^ might have .ma^e the ofr« 
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fic^r exaggerate a Hufle in the inflance all«de4 <e- He mcndoned 
the cafe of the Brilliant, which \y^s ^ pierp job- T^^ ^P ^^ 
taken into commiiTion by governmjeo^^ ^4 w;z^j jbe ^iideiUocC; 
rep;>iring in the Kipg'5 yarcj. 
}>It, Fox* |VJf . fopp in reply to the noble Lord's quei^ion, ivhieUi^f an hoa. 
a^Qural, nie^niug ^p honourable ;:elat;oQ of l>is, who wa& nc-: 
then prefent, would accept cfthe place of j^o^4 .S^ididwkL, {i::^c, 
that h.e had no authority from that adjni^'al to /peak for him c; 
fuch an occafion; yet he believed he flight venti|re to fay, that:: 
the time IhouJd con\e when his hop, rel^on coui4 ^ecept fuchi 
place >vith honour to himlelf, he vvoujdnot refufe it. At the far.e 
tin^e he muil fay, th*t ii* his hpq. relatioji fl\oul4 be diiinclined :"' 
accept of that poA, the natjon could p,ot be at a lofs fcr a rani 
niiniller, when the nOi^le Lord who h^d jui^ fpokeo was in bciLg. 
He agreed with the noble Lord, jthat ^» union of a}! parties (w.iu 
had not coi^iributed to the ruin of ^he empire) inight perhaps re- 
ftorc tbi^ country to its wonted greatnefs; ^nd he believed nothing 
could .contribute more to create fi|ch ^n union, thaa tke remov^ 
of Lord Sandwich ; however, if fuch an eyent toolc piace, he hoped 
"the Houfe woul3 never fo fir infringe upon tjie juft prerogative uf 
the crown, as to pqint out to the King who iva* tke v^cCk fit peri"c!i 
to Replace him ; it \v2i$ right, it was precpdenxe4, it >vas conilitu. 
tjon^l in th^t Houfe, (0 remove b^id mini(ler$ : it w#^ the l)uilnt:i'} 
qf the crowi) to make ph^^iee of goo4 ones tp fucceed them. Ac- 
cording to the notice he h4d given thpoi, he repeated that he would 
again m^ke the fame motion which had been rejected 19 the cce- 
mitteej but though it ftiould be carried (^nd from what he had 
f^en fince the laft divifton on .the ful^e^^, he did not doubt but :i 
^puld) flill thofe who (hpuld vote for the c^nfure, u?oul4 cot bf 
pledged by th^t YQtp, tp vote for an kddrcf& to remove Lord Sacd- 
\^\ck 3 that would be entirely a new quelUon 5 jhough, fox his m ; 
p^rt, he thought thnt qne voie muft naturally lead to the other.— 
Jiow^ver, Jpt the fuccefi* be \yh4t it ipight, he certainly wOulc rf- 
ie\v Jii§ motion qn W^dnef<Jfty nex^. ii\ the ilo^ j ^d the de^l- 
[o^ upoia It, unlike that of th$ (:p.|nipittej99 ihould go 4iown open 
rewr^ to pofleriiy, . 

J,o»d Af«/. J,q|.(i J^ul^riffv/i ^J'ofe, phfervi^ngt th^t h^w^Kg^^ U^y^ to rep y 
^r^^ff IP foi^ething whif h i^\ from thf iioble LordT (Lord Howe) ia 
^hic^ be 9pnfi^ered his conduft p^ticularly cenf^red. The co- 
ble l^prd ha4 cenfuipd hi^) for ^ipidng 5<^ be firft Lofd of the Ad- 
Hiitalty : bfi^did wX know pf aay Circ^mft^ice in his cor.dud 
^hich could ^i^thori^^ |be ppb.le Lpr4 to impure to kirn fuch aci- 
^itipa. |lad he hpm ipfolent in hU o^cei H^d he pref^^med oa 
beUg a Copiiniflioiier pf the Adl^iralty to afpije to t>e firil Lori? 
jje l)egged le^ye tP. advert tp his ^oi^duft, W^e^jein he hoped i: 
"S^oiild app^^ \h^\ Ji?^ had ^flerted nplhing refp.9^i\g J-ptd Haw ke, 
V^5 wliftt Ipecaiiie ^ (:aptai^ of 9i, w^ii of «f^ tq 4y of io great ji 
§^01 jr^l, B.u^, ia his qHqiA ^P^^pity* bp ^a^g^t there was a 
irea^er fr^igm |o be aUpN^$e4 his f(|nttiiH«n^ pf ji ^»P?rW f^^^^' 
JppaJi pffiper, whQi\ cojifjde^M p%i^Uy- T^e aoH« Lord (U>r4 
Hp^y*'> hsid pif?i¥ed« ia wfpeA to. iprd Hwke not having kfn 
h gJ^^'it A Ray ^l wipifter ^s h? »v(a» a n^val ^pm^Qander, he thcugb; 
«^ W/a$ '\T\ the 9aturapf cir<im.A^ces> in w^i^h l^ had adduced s 

l^foft iajpriapf;, sf ki?^ftp.t 9PA«iYiA|; itpoj&yf (qi a bud to w 
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ampjf wijH tfee wjfek Lwd, H^ ftoj^W only pro4^c^ hini fowne 
. f a^s >3 ioft^BCf^ af iJi? rr tt.th of whH hq kn4 ^erte4 of Lori 

IJawJ^e Is 9 fpf roer dtfb*t^* Ads^ir^l Anim and Tprringtoii weie 

ra«it>d«r3 $ Iwi i^wi A^fPA Jini I^or4 H*wke wftr« more abk com- . 
raai)4efs thm tk^y were iBiaifters. In wgtfd to fpetking pro- 
ftfllaHally iu tjiat H/?ilfe, »§ fee ha4 ^Jw^ys tJiQUfkt it u»^ 
proper, he kad Always taken every ?ar^ t!(»' &vdid it. For- 
tes re^fon he cpniliir^d the Hovfe p^ cQwpet€nt to judgr* 
o^' prgf^fipnai wVveftigatii^ns : they w^re opiy culcttUt^ to; i 

niiftegd tlje jii^gHients <)f thoft wKpfe opini<?5is fliQuId be founded- 
on a poayiftion ^f th«ir propriety. jBijil ^s-^pne, eiceept pro&f-. 
fio»aJ men, cgin und^rft^nd prqfelliQnal difqutfitionit th9 gfc^ifsn 
p^t of {.be Hpufe muft be igaortnt of ftfct d^bite?. He would- 
giypai;! inftiwce ; fAippofe a fripfid ^feed hlip, on ^ profeffiooal 
qu^ftiou df^hated bet^yeen the nobl^ Lord nod himfeJf, ** how he/ 
Wftstpgiytr his vote r^Hc fcould certainly unfwfr, '^agreeable 
to yp^r jiidgm^at." To which his friend would undoubtedly re-> 
plyv, ^* but this is a queftion in which I have no Judgxnent-|* In 
thisc^fe, he^uftthen, to ^ufwer properly.- defirc his friend to 
give hi^ opinwn in favour of the nobk i-ord (Lord Howe) as he 
mail b?> fuppoftd to have moSt knowledge of* the fubjeft, irom his* 
fuperior ft4tion and expeticnt*. S^ th'it from theft evident con- 
fpqu^^ncps; h? had avoided^ and ihoi$ld always avoidy profeffional 
ar,^umcat$, ^, 

J» regard to the enquiry, he had tp lament thatjt was not en- 
tdrei'intQ ei> f«Uer and broader gi«ound8than the honourable gen- 
tlgman (Mr. Fox) badpropofed: for he, tben, wa* affured that 
ample pioof w^uW have been -given, that no fraud or imbeciility 
wa^ the caufe ©f our diftrefl^s. An honourable gentleman (Mr. 
liiiKt/) had ^f^nfured him for now producing an account of twenty 
flxip^ gf t^ Hb9 bting in readinefs for n^jct year's fervice, when, 
in a foriper debatt, he had declared the number to be only four-* 
tee©. To this, he had only to anfwer, th*t h? ftatad that num-^ 
ber fhen as th^rficfent was ftated-— not in fuch.a flattening point 1 

of vi0w as might nwflead thewpeftations of the Houfe.' Re wai 
always defirous pf giving the quantity Icfs than he had ev^ry rea-i j 

fun ta «>«p^ft they would he in reality. In the prefent number, I 

be had ftated tham from what Ibips there were in preparation, h© 
feould have fei d^wn the number at twenty-feven infte^d of twenty. f 

CobLoa^L i{a^r«.ar&fe to in^form the Houfe, that ho never heard CoL Barr/j 
fuch full and complete information of abufes Uid before that ' 

Hoai^, as had been Rated by hi$ honour,abl.e friend (Mr. Hufley) • 
9n4 Mr. Hola|i»forth, Would they caU this deckmation ? They - j 
Jbad sJiftti fbr iojbrmation, and it had been granted ta them. If j 

fuch. 9i^«ifes wei'o exifting> aA had been aiTert^ to tb^t Honfei ff^s > i 
Xh^te ao^ thet gie«icitr€4fon to believe that the prefrat exited I 
Not ^bat he m^il^iy refledUon ^einJi: the LorcEB of the Adini^ 
^alty before htai, .No. 1 they were not ^ abjefi.: They were 
puny Lorde, when compared to Ap 6bje£l ho had in hia mind. 

The ms^t JLp^ (Lord Mulgra^ve) ha4 dtcd^in a former debate 
upon thi^ queilion, whether fhips were to fpring up likamnfii!* 
rooois I Wh^9 th^ Qob|e Lord^ qi^ the {>refemt da^, had proved 

th^ 
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they do. There were fix of the(e mufhrocm /hips in the prefent 
eftimates. He then obierved that the honourable gentleman (}. 
Luttrell) had ilatcd to the Houfe, a comparifon between our Davy 
of 1762 and that of 1781 . In this ftatement, he thought the com- 
parifon hardly fair. For if the noble Lord^ in the blue ribbon 
couid afTore us of a peace, wouJd he not confider it neceiiary to 
have an equal force in times of peace as on the greateft emergen- 
cies in war? Surely he would. As the enemy, being fully sp- 
prized of your power, would then more readily grant the terms 
which might be the object of your war.. But in the peace of 1762, 
our ihips were neceffarily inferior to wh%t th^y were in 1 75 9, from 
the great exertions and fervices of our fleet in feveral parts of the 
. globe. So that to compare our fituation of 178 1 with that of 
1762, was by no means impartial. He then read a comparative 
view of our fleet in 1758 and I78'i, from which it appeared we 
were now inferior. But, notwitkflatidingy he' did not ^mean to 
. fetter the hands of government in this hour of nece^ty. He 
would not have the Houfe underfland him in fuch a light.* All 
he meant was, that they would fee the neceflity of -a reformation 
of condudy and an enquiry into thofe abufes of which they had 
been informed. * An amendment of fuch frauds were the objeft of 
his fentiments. , It had been obferved in refpedl to tiie iale of con- 
demned flores, that they were advertifed. To this he diflented — 
they were not advertifed — and he would explain in what manner 
they were not advertifed. It was true, thefe articles were inferted 
in the public papers* but not with an intention for public fale. 
So that to confider the matter efFeftually, they were not advertifed 
fbr'public fale. It was only a form> which deluded the public of 
their fubflance. What the honourabte gentleman (MrlHoldf- 
wcrth) had, therefore flated to the Houfe in fo (atisfadory a man- 
ner, he hoped would meet the ferious attention of that board. 
Before the right honourable gentleman concluded, he obiened 
that if any gentleman could fatisfadlorily fet the conduct of the 
Navy Boird in its proper point of view,'it was the comptroller of 
that board. Not that he had had any conference with him on the 
Aibjeft ; for he had not fecn^him— to converfe with him for Bxc 
and thirty js^rs. However, he had fuch a confidence in his 
ability, official knowledge, and charader, that there was nothing 
he fo much dcfired as to fee him (examined at the bar of* that 
Houfe. But of this he defpaired. • He fhould, he iaid, conclude 
with recommending it to the Houfe to grant the fupplies contain- 
ed in the eftimates then on the table ; for though they were 
enormous, yet in the preient alarming ftate of thiftgs the fupply 
muft be granted, 
^rd Mul' . Lord Mu^gra*ve aroCe, and faid a few words in reply. Obferv* 
'/ave ing that when enquiries of the prefent nature were entered into, 
it was the cry of the other part of the Houfe, that the obje^s cf 
th^t enquiry would produce cnly fuch witncfles as, being depen- 
dent, were obliged to difcover no fecret of office that might tend 
to criminate the objc^ of fuch an enquiry. They> therefore, ob- 
jefted to have fuch.witneiTes examined. And now the right hon. 
geatleman (Col. Barre) had exprefled his anxiety to have the 
comptroller of that board, examined at the hir, in Tcfpeft to its 
1^ condudt. 

Colonci 
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Colonel* ^tfrr/ faid a few words in reply. , Col, Barr/. 

Sir William James explained the cafe of the Brilliant, fo far as Sir H^Miam 
he 'was concerned. ^ \ James, 

The feveral proportions were read, and the fums granted witht- 
oBt any diviiion. 

Feb. 15- Adjourned; there not being a fufficient number of 
member^ to proceed to a ballot. 
Feb. 16. Adjourned for the fame reafon. 

Feb. 18. 'Mr, Montagu^ agreeable to the notice he gave on Mr.- Jlfcu- 
Thurfday laft, informed the Houfe, that he had turned on hi^tagn. 
mind the late fhameful nra6ticeof prefenting petitions complaining 
of undue eledlions, and afterwards without the leafl notice to the 
Houfe withdrawing them ; as much injury might arife from a 
continuance of fuch praftice, he'fhouid, to prevfcnt the like in fu- 
ture, and hinder the Houfe from Ueing furprized, move that when- 
ever a motion is made to withdraw a petition complaining of an 
undue eleftion, that the confideration of the (kid motion be defer- 
red until fuch future day as the Houfa may appoint, provided at 
the fame 'time, that not lefs than three days notice be given. 

Sir M. W, Ridley was of opinion, that three days was by no Sir Af. W* 
• means fufiicie^t notice, as gentlemen might be in the country, and^'^^^^ 
not able to attend in the time ; that the place he had the honour to 
reprefent (Newcaftle) was of fiich a diftaiice, that eight days would , 
not be fufficient. He Hfcewife hoped, the honourable gentlem^" " . 
would not flop at that cine motion, as there were many other parts 
of Mr. Grenville's bill that required amendment, particularly that 
t)f preventing frivolous and vexatiaus petitions, by making the 
parties that prefented them liable to the coils ; foi* although the 
petition againil him had been by the indulgence of the Houfe 
withdrawn, yet his door was furrounded by perfons brought up at 
a vaft expence from Newcaftle as witneffes, he not, knowing, until 
the day the petition was withdrawn, that any thing of the kind 
was intended. \ * , 

Mr. Mcntagu faid^ the reafon of his making the prefent motion, Mr.ilftfjBW- 
was only to prevent the Houfe from being fnrprized whenever af«- 
motion to withdraw a petition for the future fhould come before, 
them; they would be competent to defer fuch motion, is long aa 
fliould appear to them neceflaiy^ 

The /notion was made a ftanding order of the Hou(e. 
Sir Harbor d Harhord, pn the order of the day being read for Sir Harhar^ 
taking into confideration the report on the Cricklade eleftion, faid, Har^ar^. 
he looked upon it^ as his indifpenfable duty, as chairman of the 
committee that tried that eleflion, to inform the Houfe, there ap« 
peared moft flagrant adts of bribery and corruption at the faid 
eledion. That fuch abufes had been committed, as called loudly 
for the interference ofparliament to prevent the like in future ; 
he therefore moved. That the report af the committee be then 
re^d, which was, 

** That it appeared to the committee, that the molf glaf ing 
** afts of bribery hed been ufed at the Ele^ion for a qctember to 
" ferve in parliament for the borough of Cricklade in the county 
^* Qf Wilts,''' 

^* That 



«!• ■ vf 



451 P A R L r A M £ 1^ T A ft Y, &c. A. 1782. 

'* That it appeared to tBe committee, tlia't tte abuies com- 
** mhted in tRe faiJ efeffion calleJ for t£e fbrious attcntioi^ of 
«< Parliament." 

On that rfport. Re (aid, Be fRouM, witH tfi^ permifSon of the 
Houfe, beg leave to bring in a bill to- prevent hrihtiry and corMp- 
tionat any enfuing eleftion in theborou^A of Cricklade, whi*E be- 
ing granted, he next ipavcd,. that no wru bcifuicd for tiie borougE 
of CHckljide before tRatday two montKs ; the reafbn-fof not i/Tuing 
a writ, he faii, was to give fuflicient time to enqniite into, and 
adopt the proper meafures for preventing any like abufes. Thai 
the.cleftors of that borough were corrupt beyond mofl others, wu: 
to Be fcen, as out of 24,0 voters, whica the Borough coniiilcd or', 
83 had already been convided of bribery, iixid there were now 
actions laid ugainft 43 otRcrs-on the feme Ivead. 
Lor J jil' Lord AUh^f'pc faid, he could uot> .as one of the naembers of 
iHr^t. the committee on that ekttloh, fit widioi>t jgiving his aflcnt to 
the motion of f>i.s RonouA^ble friend; and 10. declare to the Houfe, 
that Re neveri knew fuck* flagrant abufes^ as appeared to Jia\c 
been, tranfacted in that clctlion. ^ 

.. The Speaker now left tho chair; and the HKJufe refoTved into a 
committee, on the bill for the bitter regulating thtf militia of thi 5 
kinedom* — ^Mof! of the metobers quitting the. Houfe, - ^ 
Sir i?imr/ Sir £^a»/??«z/ ^/Vjr. faid*, fee was afliaraed to fee.thcisiKibVicbafi- 
^^Cy- nefs,. and that of th^ firf! confequence, fb flightly attended to. 
He-tRen made a few obji^Sloils- to fome cXaufes of the bill, tkA 
s£tQr a ihort.copnverfation between him and the Secretary at war, 
the Speaker rcfumed the. chair, and- the Houfe adjpnrned. 
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